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YEAR 4 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 2 2017

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Welcome to Term Two!
After an exciting and productive first term,
we hope the students have all had a safe
and relaxing Easter break. With semester
one reporting coming up, it’s set to be
another busy term.
Introducing our team:
Jackie Daniali – Assistant Principal
4A - Rachael Cunningham
4B - Lauren McDonald
4C - Sarah Grenfell
4D - Sam Bates
4E - Melissa Fragiotta
4F - Deanna Kotevski
4G - Danielle Colling
4H - Shannon Sebek

IMPORTANT
DATES
26th May
Curriculum Day
(Report writing day)
23rd June
Reports
Week beginning 26th June
Student led conferences
Friday 30th June
Last Day of Term 2
Monday 17th July
First day of Term 3
14th-16th August
Year 4 City Stay

Communication:
Please make your child’s teacher your first
point of call should you require clarification
or have concerns. Contact can be made
in person or phone call. Please note that
should you wish to speak to your child’s
teacher face to face, you will need to do
this before 8:30am or after 2:50pm.
School Hours:
Classroom doors open at 8:30am, ready
for the students to learn at 8:40am sharp.
Please ensure that your child arrives on
time for their learning so that they do
not miss valuable instructions or disrupt the
learning of others. In order to foster selfmanagement, students are expected to
come in by themselves and follow the set
class routine. The school day concludes at
2:50pm.
Early Departures:
If you need to collect your child before
the end of the day, you will need to sign
them out at the office before you collect
them from their classroom. Teachers will
be unable to release your child without a
‘sign out’ slip from the office.

Absences:
Please notify the school of any absences
by a note, phone call or email to the office.
Please ensure that your child is only absent
for an important reason. When students
miss key concepts or assessment pieces,
it can be extremely difficult and at times
impossible to catch them up on what they
have missed.

Homework:
In Year 4, the students will continue to
complete homework. We recommend
students in Year 4 complete equivalent
to 30 minutes of homework, 5 times in
a homework cycle, as well as 20 minutes
of daily reading. The students are given
9 days to complete the literacy and
numeracy tasks. Homework will continue
to be given out on a Tuesday and will be
due the following Thursday. The homework
will be posted on Seesaw or Edmodo, with
hard copies available upon request.
iPads:
iPads are an important resource within our
classrooms and will continue to be used
regularly to support the curriculum. They
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being challenged at whatever level they
are ready for. For example, in Numeracy,
the Year Four teachers work together
to run lessons/workshops that address
goals to students needs. Students
are also given time to independently
pursue their goals through inquiry based
investigations. The students have their
own personal learning goals in Numeracy,
Writing, Spelling and Reading and are
expected to be working on these not
only in specially organised sessions but
also in their everyday activities.
need to be brought to school fully charged,
every day and will be the responsibility of
the student. Students need to have their
own iPad.
If possible, it would be ideal if you
could purchase for your child their own
headphones or earphones for class (they
do not need to be expensive). During
inquiry investigations, the students often
need to view documentaries and news
reports from sites such as ‘Behind the
News’. They also need to view tutorials
when working on their personal learning
goals or during Numeracy or Literacy
rotations.

Year 4 clubs:
The Year 4 clubs will commence
in week 3. Students will have an
opportunity to participate in various
clubs. The clubs will be an hour session
held every Tuesday, fortnightly. They
have selected from clubs such as
woodwork, textiles, psychology, social
studies, dance, sustainability, STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics), sport, games and
photography. This will allow students
to make new friendships and work with
their friends from other timetables.
City Stay:
We are extremely excited about our
upcoming city adventure! Please
note that the second camp note with
a confirmation of activities and final
payment details will be handed out in the
next few weeks. At this stage we do not
require parent helpers, however if this
changes there will be a notification.
Personal Learning Goals in Year Four:
To meet the needs of our students
and extend their learning, students
at Alamanda have their own personal
learning goals. This means that they are

Unit of Inquiry 1
Central idea: Who we are affects how
we react to situations.
Summative Task: Students will compose
a poem that reflects their understanding
of the central idea. They will be required
to describe a situation that prompts an
emotion, express their reaction and
the strategy used in order to create a
positive outcome.

••
•
•
•

Lines of inquiry:
Identifying who we are;
How our emotions and reactions
affect ourselves and others;
We are unique in the way we
respond to situations;
Reflecting on our reactions allows
us to identify strategies to improve
our social and emotional wellbeing;
Personal situations in perspective
of the world
TERM TWO
LEARNING

UNIT OF INQUIRY 2
Transdisciplinary Theme: How the
world works
Central idea: Natural phenomena
affects the Earth and those living on it.
Lines of inquiry:
• Positive and negative effects of
natural phenomena;
• Science behind natural
phenomena
• Human responses and
responsibilities before and after
natural phenomena.
Assessment Task: Students will be
required to compose a newspaper article
that explains a natural phenomena and
details how people have responded to it.

LITERACY

READING
Mentor texts play a key role in the
teaching of reading at Alamanda.
Students will participate in shared, small
group and individual reading experiences
based on their needs and the concepts
involved in each unit. Students will use
Raz Kids as well as have access to year
level libraries for their learning.
This term, we will focus on a range of
reading strategies and skills, such as:
• Activating prior knowledge;
• Reading fluently and with
expression;
• Making inferences about the
feelings and actions of characters;
• Clarifying unknown words;
• Researching skills;
• Note taking (key words and
supporting details);
• Reading as a writer – locating
examples of excellence in writing;
• Summarising and retelling;
• Locating directly and indirectly
stated information.
The Year 4 students this term will be
involved in an author study of ‘Jackie
French’ and her natural disaster series.
Each week or two we will ‘unpack’ a
different mentor text by this author, using
SOLO Taxonomy. SOLO Taxonomy is
a framework within which the students
work through levelled questions or
tasks based around the given topic. The
use of SOLO allows us to upgrade the
cognitive demand of the questions we
ask and to scaffold students into deeper
thinking and metacognition.
WRITING
Students will undertake focused sessions
every day based around crucial writing
strategies, the needs of the students and
the genre for our unit. This will include
modelled writing lessons, joint/guided
writing, independent writing, one-onone conferencing and writer’s notebook.
This term, the students will focus on
developing their writing skills. This will
include:
• Accurately punctuating their
work;
• Using logically sequenced
paragraphs to organise their ideas;
• Writing sentences that are
grammatically correct;
• Including detail and descriptive

language;
• Developing their knowledge of
spelling strategies;
• Increasing their vocabulary;
• Finding their writer’s voice;
• Using the correct text structure
and language features to create
an effective explanation.
The year 4 students will be unpacking
the text structure and language features
of explanation texts. Students will
understand that the purpose of an
explanations text is to explain how or
why things work or occur. They will be
required to structure their writing into
logical paragraphs, and include opening
and concluding statements. Students
will use the language features identified,
such as, strong verbs, subject specific
language and present tense.
SPELLING
Spelling includes the explicit teaching
of spelling strategies as well as spelling
investigations. Time is given to work
on personal spelling goals and lists. The
Year Four Spelling Program is planned
around the needs of the students
but includes the development of
Phonological (sounds), Visual (the way
words and letter combinations look),
Morphemic (meaning) and Etymological
(word origins) knowledge. As well as
this, spelling is naturally integrated
throughout the reading and writing
program throughout the day. The Year
Four teachers strive to seize teaching/
learning opportunities to address needs
that come to light in the course of other
learning experiences.
HANDWRITING
The Year Four students have regular,
explicitly modeled handwriting sessions.
We have begun with revision of correct
letter formation, entries and exits.
Students self assess their own letter
spacing and size, the spacing between
words and slope. Cursive writing is
beginning to be introduced to those
students who are ready.
ORAL LANGUAGE
Students will have the opportunity
to participate in both individual
presentations and group discussions.
They will be encouraged to use tone,
volume, pace, intonation, eye contact
and gesture to enhance meaning. In our
Units of Inquiry, students will be required
to perform oral presentations.

NUMERACY

ART

This term in Numeracy, the Year Four
teachers will be working on key concepts
from all strands. Teachers will strive to
support the specific areas of need for
each student.

At Level 4, students create visual
arts works that show emerging arts
knowledge and an ability to plan
arts works that communicate ideas,
concepts, observations feelings and/
or experiences. They demonstrate
an emerging ability to select, arrange
and make choices about expressive
ways of using arts elements, principles
and/or conventions. They use skills,
techniques,
processes,
media,
materials, equipment and technologies
in a range of art forms.

The following concepts will be addressed
in Term Two:
NUMBER AND ALGEBRA
• Investigate number sequence
involving multiples of 3, 4, 6, 7, 8
and 9.
• Recall multiplication facts up to 10
x 10 and related division facts
• Develop efficient mental and
written strategies and use
appropriate digital technologies
for multiplication and for division
where there is no remainder.
• Explore and describe number
patterns resulting from performing
multiplication.
• Solve word problems using number
sentences involving multiplication
or division where there is no
remainder.
• Use equivalent number sentences
involving addition and subtraction
to find unknown quantities.
MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY
• Convert between units of time
• Use am and pm notation and
solve simple time problems
STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY:
• Select and trial methods for data
collection.
• Construct suitable data displays,
with and without the use of
digital technologies, from given
or collected data. Include tables,
column graphs and picture graphs
where one picture can represent
many data values.
• Evaluate the effectiveness of
different displays in illustrating
data features including variability.
If you have any questions, queries or
concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact your child’s classroom teacher.
Thank you,
Deanna Kotevski, Lauren McDonald,
Rachael Cunningham, Shannon
Sebek, Sarah Grenfell, Melissa
Fragiotta, Sam Bates,Danielle Colling

During Term 2 we will inquire into the
Abstract art movement, particularly
the work of Pablo Picasso. Students
will begin by engaging in a range of
formative assessment pieces designed
to allow them to understand this style
of art and the idea that not all art needs
to be serious, it can be fun and odd and
abstract in nature. Our inquiry is based
around the central idea, ‘Through the
arts, artists use different forms of
expression to convey their uniqueness
as human beings. Students will explore
this by creating their own unique
Picasso work and have the freedom to
present their own abstract portrait.
As part of this unit we will also focus
on Picasso’s blue period, particularly
the way in which colour can influence
feelings and emotions. Students
will engage in formative assessment
pieces, including how to create tints,
tones and shades of the one colour in
order to apply this knowledge to their
final ‘blue portrait.’
Along with our focus on International
Mindedness, the PYP Learner Profile
has been incorporated to guide the
students to understand how good
learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in
the Art room. The Learner Profile
encourages all children to be
inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers,
communicators, principled, openminded, caring, risk-takers, balanced
and reflective.
Miss. O’Toole, Miss. Cicivelli & Miss
Hendry

YEAR 4 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS

P.E.

DRAMA

At Level 4, students perform a broad
range of complex motor skills. They
demonstrate a wide variety of motor skills
and apply them to basic sport specific
situations. They create and perform
coordinated movement sequences that
contain a variety of motor skills and
movement patterns. They participate
regularly in physical activities for
the purpose of improving skill and
health, and identify and describe the
components of health-related fitness.
They begin to use basic games’ tactics.
They work with others to achieve goals
in both cooperative and competitive
sporting and games’ situations, explain
the concept of fair play, and respect the
roles of officials. Students follow safety
principles in games and activities.

In Grade Four, students apply and develop their arts knowledge by exploring
arts processes and ways to communicate concepts arising from their personal
experiences and from the world around them. Students discuss the possibilities of
communicating without words, and create performances based on images, music or
concepts.

Students will begin term one with a unit
focusing on Netball. They will explore
basic games’ tactics such as: the concepts
of attack and defence; following the
rules of the game; and describing the
roles of various positions. Students will
also run their own tournament taking on
roles such as the umpire, scorer, coach
and timer. Students will then move onto
punting and an introduction to football.
During this unit, students will focus on
accuracy when punting a football. They
will begin to transfer the attack and
defence concepts they previously learnt
in netball into a game of football.

We will be using the PYP Learner Profiles in class to guide the students understanding
of how a good learner involved themselves in their learning, and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the classroom. The students will be encouraged to
develop the PYP Learner Profile attributes of being risk-takers with their learning,
approaching new ideas with enthusiasm and curiosity.

Throughout every PE lesson, students
are expected to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning
of others. We encourage all students to
be risk-takers, inquirers, open-minded,
effective communicators, caring and
reflective during PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for
maximum participation in PE and ask for
students to wear their PE uniform and
to bring a drink bottle to all PE classes.
If your child cannot participate in a PE
lesson, then please send them to their
PE teacher with a signed note outlining
the reason for their non-participation.
Thank you,
PE Team.

Throughout the program, students will be exposed to a wide variety of sources to
generate creative ideas. Our focus for the fist unit is traditional Greek Theatre and
Greek Mythology. Students will be inquiring into the history of theatre in Ancient
Greece, and create their own ensemble performances based on different stories of
Greek Mythology. Children will use the traditional stories to explore character and
dramatic representations of a story. As part of this process children will be guided to
understand negotiation skills and an ability to negotiate with others.
Students will begin inquiring into the different roles involved in theatre crafting;
experimenting with directing other students in the performance making process.
Using personal experiences as a stimulus, students will work collaboratively as actors
and directors to create a narrative performance. Students will be encouraged to take
responsibility when directing others in how the performance is presented.

Mr Moran

CHINESE –MANDARIN

FOOD TECH

Central idea: Human health depends on
the choices we make
Lines of Inquiry: Different cooking
methods and the nutritious benefits

At Level 4, students discover the
distinctive features of the spoken
language and begin to use Pinyin and
tone marks to practise syllables and
tones they encounter in new words.
Students use Pinyin to write, knowing
that characters represent the real
form of writing in Chinese. They notice
similarities and differences between
the patterns of the Chinese language
and those of English and other familiar
languages.
In Term 2 of LOTE, students will
inquire into countries around the world.
Applying their prior knowledge, students
will find out that some of the countries’
name in Chinese sounds similar with
how we pronounce in English. They will
focus on fourteen countries to practise
naming their Chinese name with the
correct tone. The sentence pattern that
helps them explaining which country
they would like to visit will be introduced
to them, together with the learning
task in which students will create a
poster using PicCollage and typing
Chinese characters as well as Pinyin
via Chinese Pinyin keyboard. They will
learn how to convert a country’s name
into the nationality in Chinese. Aiming
at improving speaking skills, students will
be encouraged to conduct an interview
to ask their classmates’ nationality.
Students are expected to create a
boarding pass, demonstrating their
abilities to write Chinese characters and
Pinyin with correct tone marks.
Students are encouraged to inquire,
think, communicate, take risks, reflect,

and be open-minded throughout their
Chinese learning. The PYP attitudes of
curiosity, commitment, enthusiasm, and
creativity are rooted in the classroom
teaching and learning activities.
MUSIC

At Level Four, students will develop
their ability to communicate with voice
and instruments during a 13-week
program. In Music, students will learn
the importance of music in our lives with
our Unit “Why Music Matters”.
Through pitched and non-pitched
instruments, movement, games, singing,
and rhythmic exploration, students
at Level Four will develop their own
innate musical talents in a way that is
immediately successful and rewarding.
To build a sense of belonging, students
will collaborate together with voice and
movement using ribbons and scarves.
Rhythmic skills and co-ordination will be
taught as they participate in parachute
movement activities and fun games.
Students will understand how rhythm
and melody can be used to express
thoughts and feelings. Throughout the
program, they will collaboratively learn
how to sing “True Colours” and “In The
Jungle” with percussion instruments,
ukuleles, and xylophones. With the use
of the Primary Years Program Attitudes,
students will learn how to manage
impulsivity, and use a growth mindset to
achieve personal goals in Music.
Mrs. King

During this term in Food Technology,
Grade 3/4 students will be developing
their understanding of different cooking
methods, such as boiling and frying.
Students will study the theory behind
different cooking methods, then they
will follow that with a practical week
where they can practice their new skills
and create something healthy and yet
tasty. They will also begin developing
their creativity as they contribute to
what recipes they create. They will use a
website called Survey Monkey and select
which recipes they would prefer to cook
the following week. This is in preparation
for later years when they independently
create their own recipes and order their
own ingredients. Additionally, students
will learn how to read a recipe and how
to follow the instructions. During every
session the students will be required
to bring along their iPad as they will be
recording their learning each week using
applications such as Explain Everything.
This application allows students greater
freedom in how they express themselves
and demonstrate their understanding.
For example, students can use voice
recording, movies, photos and screen
pointers to make their presentation
more engaging. I strongly encourage
students to practice their skills at home,
so wherever you can give your child
the opportunity to assist in the kitchen.
But most importantly ensure that they
also clean up afterwards. I encourage
experimentation as it helps develop
creativity.
Mrs. Sylaidos

YEAR 5 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 2 2017

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Welcome to Term Two!
After an exciting and productive first
term, we hope the students have all had
a safe and relaxing Easter break. With
NAPLAN, Semester One reporting, the
Year 5 Arrabri Lodge camp and 3-Way
Conferences coming up, it looks set to
be another extremely busy term!

IMPORTANT
DATES
Monday, 8th May
Camp medical forms due
Mon-Tues, 8th and 9th May
Mother’s Day Stall
Tuesday, 9th May
NAPLAN:
Lang Conventions/Writing

CURRENT
UNIT OF INQUIRY
Transdisciplinary Theme: How we
express ourselves.
An inquiry into the ways in which we
discover and express ideas, feelings,
nature, culture, beliefs and values; the
ways in which we reflect on, extend and
enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of
the aesthetic..
Our Central Idea: World events
influence The Arts.
Key Concepts:
Connection, Form and Function
Lines of Inquiry:
• The different types of artistic
expression.
• World events that have influenced
art.
• The connection between history
and art.
Unit of Inquiry 3 is currently being
planned.

Wednesday, 10th May
NAPLAN: Reading
Thursday, 11th May
NAPLAN: Numeracy
Tuesday, 23rd May
3:00-3:45pm
ICAS Digital Technology Test
Monday, 29th May
Final camp payment due
Wed-Fri 7-9th June
Year 5 Camp – Arrabri Lodge
Aiming for Friday 23rd June
Reports available to parents

LITERACY

In Literacy sessions, students participate
in whole class, small group and individual
Audience:
Text
Structure:
Ideas:
Character:
Setting:
Vocabulary:
Cohesion:

Days TBA – Week of 26th June
3-Way Conferences
Paragraphing:
Sentence
Structure:

reading and writing experiences based on
their needs, crucial reading and writing
strategies and the concepts involved in
each unit. Mentor texts play a key role in
the teaching of both reading and writing
at Alamanda College. These texts serve
as writing exemplars to study and learn
from.
Narrative Texts:
This term, the students are reading and
writing narrative texts. They are learning
that a narrative is a time-ordered text
that is used to narrate events and to
create, entertain and emotionally move
an audience. Other social purposes of
narrative writing may be to inform, to
persuade and to socialise.
We are currently learning about the
structure and language features of this
text type.
The students are exploring the various
types of story leads (starters) that will
engage their audience. They have begun
to consider settings and characters
and are learning how to carefully select
descriptive language to paint a picture in
the mind of the reader. The students are
considering how to develop a storyline
that includes a problem and a resolution.
In line with the ‘Narrative Marking Guide’
provided by the Australian Curriculum,
Assessment and Reporting Authority
(ACARA), we are focusing on the
following areas:

The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and affect the reader.
The organisation of narrative features including orientation,
complication and resolution into an appropriate and effective
text structure.
The creation, selection and crafting of ideas for a narrative.
The portrayal and development of character.
The development of a sense of place, time and atmosphere.
The range and precision of contextually appropriate language
choices.
The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text,
achieved through the use of grammatical elements (referring
words, text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical elements
(substitutions, repetitions, word associations).
The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to
negotiate the narrative.
The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and
meaningful sentences.

Punctuation:
Spelling:

The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the
reading of the text.
The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used.

Reading Strategies:
All Year Five classes will focus on crucial reading strategies such as: Activating Prior
Knowledge, Predicting, Clarifying, Questioning, Making Connections, Inferring,
Summarising, Personal View, Visualising, Evaluating, Synthesising and Note Taking
(Cornell Notes).
For independent reading and reading groups, students read texts provided by their
teacher or on their iPads and laptops using apps such as ‘Epic’, ‘Literacy Planet’ and
‘iBooks’. They also have access to year level libraries for their learning.
Author Study, Mentor Texts and SOLO Taxonomy
This term we will be continuing our author study on ‘Patricia Polacco’. Every
1-2 weeks we will ‘unpack’ a different mentor text by this author, using SOLO
Taxonomy. SOLO Taxonomy is a framework within which the students work
through levelled questions or tasks based around the given text. The use of SOLO
allows us to upgrade the cognitive demand of the tasks we undertake and to
scaffold students into deeper thinking and metacognition.
The first text we will study this term is ‘Thank you, Mr Falker’, a real-life story of a
girl with dyslexia and the teacher who would not let her fail.

SOLO TAXONOMY LEVELS
Lower-Order Thinking Skills – These tasks test students’ surface thinking:
Uni-structural – the students can identify one idea.
Multi-structu ral – the students are able to identify a number of ideas, but are not
yet able to see the connections between these ideas.
Higher Order Thinking Skills – These tasks test deep thinking.
Relational – the student sees the significance of how various pieces of information
relate to one another.
Extended abstract – the student conceptualises at a level extending beyond the
text. They are able to transfer their understanding to new situations and concepts.
Literacy Goals:
In Literacy, the classes will continue to set whole group reading and writing goals
based on the text type/s being studied, however, the students will also have
additional personal goals of their own. They will also work on a range of whole class
and personal spelling goals throughout the year.
Students are expected to be working on their goals throughout the day (where
appropriate) and will be given time to independently work on them through inquiry
based investigations. They are also encouraged to develop their Literacy skills and
achieve their learning goals by using apps such as Literacy Planet.
Writer’s Notebook
Writer’s Notebook will continue whenever possible this term. A writer’s notebook
is a special book where the students are able to react to the world around them.
In this notebook, they can record their observations, wonderings, thoughts,
feelings, experiences and ideas. These begin as ‘seeds’ that can serve as stimuli for
more formal writing. The writer’s notebook is a safe place in which the writer may
develop his or her writing skills by taking risks and experimenting with language. The
writing pieces in this book may be used as additional writing evidence for reporting
purposes.

NUMERACY

With the use of assessment data,
the Year Five teachers continue to
develop an understanding of their
students’ abilities and understanding of
mathematical concepts. This data is also
used to support the students in selecting
personal learning goals from each strand
(Number and Algebra, Measurement
and Geometry and Statistics and
Probability). The teachers then plan and
run fluid workshops, within and across
classes to best meet the needs of every
student, rather than rigidly teaching only
the Year Five curriculum. Throughout
this semester, we will provide workshops
on the following areas, as needed:
Number and Algebra:
The accurate and rapid recall of addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division
number facts (time will be given for daily
practise);
Strategies for solving worded number
problems, including:
• Acting it out or using concrete
materials;
• Guessing and checking;
• Making an organised list;
• Looking for a pattern;
• Drawing a diagram;
• Drawing a table.
Revision of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division operations;
Representing and ordering numbers to
the hundreds of thousands and beyond;
Comparing, ordering, adding and
subtracting fractions;
Comparing, ordering and representing
decimals.
Measurement and Geometry:
Units of measurement;
Time;
2D and 3D shapes;
Perimeter/Area/Volume;
Mapping;
Angles.
Statistics and Probability:
Chance and probability;
Data representation and
interpretation.
The students will also be given time
to work on their goals independently
or with other students with the same

goals. Students are encouraged to
use sites/apps/programs such as
Mathletics, Alamanda Maths, Khan
Academy and Math Antics to develop
their mathematical understanding and
achieve their goals.
SPELLING

Spelling is an important focus for the
Year Five team. Our spelling program
runs regularly and includes the explicit
teaching of spelling strategies as well as
spelling investigations. Time is given to
work on personal spelling goals. The Year
Five Spelling Program is planned around
the needs of the students (using data
from given assessments and their work
books) and includes the development of
Phonological (sounds), Visual (the way
words and letter combinations look),
Morphemic (meaning) and Etymological
(word origins) knowledge.
Spelling is also naturally integrated
throughout the reading and writing
program each day.
The Year Five teachers strive to seize
teaching/learning opportunities to
address needs that come to light in the
course of other learning experiences.
Year Five and Six Sport/Outdoor
Games:
Each Friday, the Grade 5/6 students
come together for an outdoor sport
session or game. The students are divided
into their House groups, and rotate
through 4-5 activities for the term.
Each house every week is scored based
on effort, teamwork, sportsmanship
and behaviour. The sports for this term
are Pony Express, Soccer, Tail Tag,
Octopus and Footy Wars. Please ensure
that students are wearing their sports
uniform on Fridays!
Communication:
Please make your child’s teacher your
first point of call should you require
clarification or have concerns. Contact
can be made in person or by a note,
email or phone call. Please note that
should you wish to speak to your child’s
teacher face to face, you will need to do
this before 8:30am or after 2:50pm.
You will need to pre-book a time if you
feel you will need longer than a few
minutes.

School Hours:
Classroom doors open at 8:30am, ready
for the students to learn at 8:40am
sharp. Please note that students who
arrive after 8:40am are marked as late
on the roll. Please ensure that your child
arrives on time for their learning so that
they do not miss valuable instructions or
disrupt the learning of others. In order to
foster self-management, students are
expected to come in by themselves and
follow the set class routine. The school
day concludes at 2:50pm.
Early Departures:
If you need to collect your child before
the end of the day, you will need to sign
them out at the office before you collect
them from their classroom. Teachers will
be unable to release your child without a
‘sign out’ slip from the office.
Absences:
Please notify the school of any absences
by a note, phone call or email to the
office. Please ensure that your child is
only absent for an important reason.
When students miss key concepts or
assessment pieces, it can be extremely
difficult and at times impossible to catch
them up on what they have missed.
HOMEWORK

The Year 5 team provide a weekly
homework sheet. The same sheet is
given across the year level in the interests
of consistency. The Year 5 teachers
collaboratively design learning tasks that
all students will be able to complete,
at their own level. Some tasks enable
individual teachers to modify the focus
to reflect the learning that is taking place
within their class.
The homework is given and explained
on a specific day each week and is due
back one week later on that same day.
In order to give the teachers time for
marking, this day may be different from
class to class, depending on when the
specialist lessons fall.
LAPTOPS AND IPADS

Laptops and iPads are an important
resource within our classrooms and will
continue to be used regularly to support
the curriculum. They need to be brought

to school fully charged, every day and
will be the responsibility of the student.
Students need to have their own Laptop
or iPad.
We also request that you purchase
a set of headphones or earphones
for your child (they do not need
to be expensive). During inquiry
investigations, the students often need
to view documentaries and news reports
from sites such as ‘Behind the News’.
They also need to view tutorials or listen
to texts when working on their personal
learning goals or during Numeracy or
Literacy rotations. Thank you!
The Laptops and iPads are used as a
learning tool only. The only exception
to this rule is if we have had ongoing wet
weather where class teachers may allow
the students to play school appropriate
games.
If you have any questions, queries or
concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact your child’s classroom teacher.
Kind Regards,
Kate Franco, Ben Leitch, Callum
Hickson, Danielle Carter, Ashlea
Childs, David McGill.
The Year 5 Team

YEAR 5 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
ART

P.E.

CHINESE-MANDARIN

By the end of Level 5, students explain
how ideas are expressed in artworks
they make and view. They demonstrate
the use of different techniques and
processes in planning and making
artworks. They use visual conventions
and visual arts practices to express
ideas, themes and concepts in their
artworks. Students describe the
influences of artworks and practices
places on their art making. They
describe how artworks that they make
and view can be displayed to express and
enhance meaning. Students describe
and identify how ideas are expressed in
artworks from different contemporary,
historical and cultural contexts.

At Level 5, students will be refining
and expanding their range of skills,
and performing them with increasing
precision, accuracy and control. They
continue to work collaboratively in
groups; designing and modifying games
and sharing responsibilities within a
team structure. Students begin to
observe and give constructive feedback
of skill performance to their peers,
using checklists and video analysis.

At level 5, students will begin to expand
their social networks, experiences,
and communication skills in their first
language and in Chinese. Through
teacher modelling and guidance,
students are supported to participate in
tasks that recycle and extend Chinese
knowledge. Students are working
towards identifying and recognising
how relationships and context can
affect interactions, and that variations
exist within the Chinese spoken and
written language.

During Term 2 we will inquire into the
art of Van Gogh. Our inquiry is based
around the central idea, ‘Through
the arts, artists use different forms of
expression to convey their uniqueness
as human beings. Students will
explore this idea through a range of
formative tasks and will present their
understanding by presenting a short
stop motion animation. Students will
have the opportunity to collaborate
in teams or work individually as they
build they animation, through a variety
of materials and the use of many art
techniques.
Student will also apply their knowledge
when using technology as an art form
and understand that it is a way for them
to express their creativity and unique
ideas to others. To end the unit we will
present our animations in a screening
to the class.
Along with their PYP inquiry topic,
the PYP Learner Profile will be used to
guide the children to understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the art
room. The Learner Profile encourages all
children to be inquirers, knowledgeable,
thinkers, communicators, principled,
open-minded, caring, risk-takers,
balanced and reflective.
Miss O’Toole, Miss Cicivelli & Miss
Hendry

In term 2, students will be exploring
a range of both team and individual
sports. The first unit includes an
introduction to volleyball through the
use a modified game of Newcomb
ball. Students will then progress to full
volleyball matches, using the correct
techniques and terminology and will be
introduced to the proper rotations. This
is followed by athletics, which includes
both track and field events such as
sprints, relays, long jump and javelin.
Students will be recording their times
and distances in their individual athletic
booklet and work throughout the unit
to improve their scores. Students will
then be exploring different rolls, jumps
and other methods of travel used in
gymnastics and apply their gained skills
and knowledge to creating and present
their own sequences. This followed by
an introduction to table-tennis, where
students will explore both attacking and
defensive techniques and strategies to
score a point.
Throughout every PE lesson, students
are expected to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning
of others. We encourage all students to
be risk-takers, inquirers, open-minded,
effective communicators, caring and
reflective during PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for
maximum participation in PE and ask
for students to bring a hat and drink
bottle to all PE classes. If your child
cannot participate in a PE lesson, then
please send them to their PE teacher
with a signed note outlining the reason
for their non-participation.
PE Team

In Term Two, students will continue to
develop their thinking, communicating,
knowledge, inquiring and risk-taker
skills in learning Chinese. Grade
Five will begin the unit on exploring
the largest nation in Asia, China.
Throughout this unit, students will
become familiar with what it is like living
in China in comparison with living in a
western country, Australia. Students
will investigate facts about China, its
rich culture and history, the different
provinces, historical sights and Chinese
cuisines.
At the end of the unit, students will
write a postcard to a family or friend
on an imaginary trip to China. They
will discuss and describe what is seen
and experienced in different places
such as Gobi Desert, the Himalayan
Mountains, the Great Wall of China and
so on. In class, the activities reflect all
the learner profiles. The PYP attitudes
of curiosity, commitment, enthusiasm
and creativity are embedding in the
teaching and learning.
Throughout all Chinese lessons,
student will be encouraged to display
their risk-taker, communicator, openminded, principled, knowledgeable,
inquirer, think and reflective learner
profile through learning Mandarin and
participating in all activities.
Miss Wen Men Li, Miss Tiffany Zhang,
Miss Rida Su

YEAR 5 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

MUSIC

Central idea: Human health depends on
the choices we make
Lines of Inquiry: Different cooking skills
and flavour combinations – the nutritious
value

At Level Four, students will develop their ability to communicate with voice and
instruments during a 13-week program. In Music, students will learn the importance
of music in our lives with our Unit “Why Music Matters”.

During this term in Food Technology, the
Grade 5/6 students will be developing
their knife skills alongside of building their
understanding of flavour combinations.
The students will learn a technique
one week and then the following week
they will apply their understanding by
preparing a dish that demonstrates their
understanding. Additionally, students
will learn how to read a recipe and how
to follow the instructions. During every
session the students will be required
to bring along their iPad as they will be
recording their learning each week using
applications such as Explain Everything.
This application allows students great
freedom in how they express themselves
and demonstrate their understanding.
For example, students can use voice
recording, movies, photos and screen
pointers to make their presentation more
engaging. At this stage the students will
be encouraged to evaluate their learning
and decide on what flavour combinations
work, where and why. Towards the end
of the term the students will have the
opportunity to create their own recipe
design. Throughout the term, students
will be encouraged to participate in
conversations around healthy balanced
choices. And that all foods are to be
consumed in moderation, as too much
of a good thing can sometimes have
negative consequences. The aim is to also
prepare students for Secondary School
as they use a design based program there.
I strongly encourage students to practise
their skills at home, so wherever you can
give your child the opportunity to assist
in the kitchen. But most importantly
ensure that they also clean up afterwards.
I encourage experimentation as it helps
develop creativity.
Ms. Niki Sylaidos

Through pitched and non-pitched instruments, movement, games, singing, and
rhythmic exploration, students at Level Four will develop their own innate musical
talents in a way that is immediately successful and rewarding. To build a sense of
belonging, students will collaborate together with voice and movement using ribbons
and scarves. Rhythmic skills and co-ordination will be taught as they participate in
parachute movement activities and fun games.
Students will understand how rhythm and melody can be used to express thoughts
and feelings. Throughout the program, they will collaboratively learn how to sing “True
Colours” and “In The Jungle” with percussion instruments, ukuleles, and xylophones.
With the use of the Primary Years Program Attitudes, students will learn how to
manage impulsivity, and use a growth mindset to achieve personal goals in Music.
Ms. King
DRAMA

In Grade Five, students apply and develop their arts knowledge by exploring processes
and ways to communicate concepts arising from their personal experiences and
from the world around them. Students consider the purpose and audiences of their
arts works as they experiment with various ways of presenting works in a range of arts
forms, and begin to evaluate and refine their work in response to feedback. Students
discuss the possibilities of communicating without words then create performances
based on image, to suggest what may have happened before and after what is
depicted in the image.
During our first focus for the program, students will be creating their own
commercials; incorporating both dramatic and persuasive elements. Students will
be researching how different commercials sell their product, and use the process of
script writing, rehearsal and performing to produce a film on their iPads. To create
the commercials students will work cooperatively and confidently to express ideas.
Students will work in both small groups and as a whole class to collaborate, and give
constructive feedback to one another.
Later this year, the Grade Five students will have the opportunity to participate in
the Middle Years Musical of ‘Dr Seussical, The Musical’. Students will be able to
experience theatre crafting, ensemble rehearsal and perform for the greater College
community in the Alamanda College Theatre.
The students will continue to be encouraged to develop the PYP Learner Profile
attributes of being risk-takers; approaching new ideas confidently and creatively;
and being inquirers, enjoying their learning and being naturally curious about the
activities they are undertaking.
Mr. Moran

YEAR 6 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 2 2017

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
In Term 2, the students will continue their involvement in the leadership groups which
occur every Tuesday afternoon. During these sessions, students are being taught the
necessary skills in order to become a leader in their chosen field.
Assistant Principal for Year 6
Jackie Daniali
6A classroom teacher:
Mr Matt Dean
6B classroom teacher:
Mr Michael Nicolaides
6C classroom teacher:
Ms Connie Vakaloudis
6D classroom teacher:
Mr Patrick Nelson
6E classroom teacher:
Ms Leisa Hockley

LOTE teachers:
Timetable A = Tiffany Zhang
Timetable B = Rida Su
Timetable C = Wen Men Li

Art teachers
Timetable A - Amy Cicivelli
Timetable B - Kyra Hendry
Timetable C - Caili O’Toole

Drama teacher: Sean Moran
Music teacher: Donna King

Food Technology teacher:
Niki Sylaidos
Sports teachers
Timetable A = Daniel Grey
Timetable B = Danni Livori
Timetable C = Jaimee Plumb

UNITS OF INQUIRY

TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEME:
Sharing the planet
CENTRAL IDEA :
The future of our world is determined by
the social decisions of now.
The key concepts that will emphasized
within this inquiry are: PERSPECTIVE,
CAUSATION and CHANGE.
The following lines of inquiry will define
the scope of the inquiry into the central
idea;
• The challenges of the world
running on finite resources.
• Social responsibility for issues at a
personal, local and global level.
• The connections between social,
environmental, political and
economic decisions.
• A global commitment to
innovative thinking and design.
The following questions/provocations
will drive these inquiries?
• Who are the people making
decisions for the world?
• Is our system of government fair?
Justify.
• Should decisions be based on

emotion and empathy?
• Are responsible decisions being
made currently? Justify.
• What is our responsibility to the
world?
• How might your perception of the
world be different from others?
• How does your perspective
influence your ideal world?
TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEME:
how we express ourselves
CENTRAL IDEA: Art is connected to
emotion and can be interpreted in many
ways
The key concepts that will emphasized
within this inquiry are: FORM,
FUNCTION and CONNECTION.
The following lines of inquiry will define
the scope of the inquiry into the central
idea;
• Art can take on many forms.
• The form of emotional expression
is personal.
• The connection between an
artist’s vision and the audience’s
interpretation.

6A SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Wednesday: LOTE
Thursday : PE
Friday: ART & DRAMA
6B SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Wednesday: MUSIC & ART
Friday: LOTE & PE
6C SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Wednesday: ART & MUSIC
Friday: PE & LOTE
6D SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Wednesday: FOOD
Thursday : ART
Friday: LOTE & PE
6E SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Wednesday: FOOD
Thursday : ART
Friday: LOTE & PE
Students are allowed to wear their sports
uniform on designated PE Class and
Friday School Sport.

IMPORTANT
DATES
13th - 16th February
Get to know you interviews
Commencing the 26th of June
Three Way conferences
30th June
Last day of Term 2
18th July
First day of Term 3
Friday 23rd of June, 2017
Reports

*Students will create their own line
of inquiry related to a chosen
form of art.
The following questions/provocations
will drive these inquiries?
• How do you express your
emotions?
• What is the purpose of art?
• What are the forms of art?
• How do you connect with art?
• How is art interpreted?
LITERACY

To link with our Unit of Inquiry, our
reading and writing focus will be on the
skills and knowledge needed to best
demonstrate an understanding of the
Central Idea.
READING – SOLO TAXONOMY
During these sessions we expect our
students to UNDERSTAND that
reading comprehension can be further
developed by thinking critically about
different texts. We want our students
to KNOW how SOLO Taxonomy is
connected with Blooms Higher Order
Thinking.
What
multi-structural,
relational and extended abstract
questions are, and how to answer
questions in full sentences. Finally,
students should BE ABLE TO critically
respond to a range of mentor texts by
answering SOLO Taxonomy questions
in full sentences and develop a deeper
understanding of texts by applying a
range of higher order thinking skills.
WRITING – PERSUASIVE
WRITING
During these sessions we expect our
students to UNDERSTAND that
persuasive writing is written for the
purpose of convincing an audience to
agree or disagree with a particular point
of view. We want our students to KNOW
the correct structure for a persuasive
paragraph (T.E.E.L), the difference
between fact and opinion, the different
persuasive language features and how
to use them effectively and correct
research strategies for gathering
evidence to support arguments.
Finally, students should BE ABLE TO
construct a well-reasoned persuasive
piece following the T.E.E.L structure

including a range of language features
and specific research.

MATHS - FRACTIONS, DECIMALS
AND PERCENTAGES

WRITING – NARRATIVE WRITING
During these sessions we expect our
students to UNDERSTAND that
narrative writing is a fictional form
of expressive writing which tells a
specific story. We want our students
to KNOW the structure for narrative
writing; who, where, what, when and
why; planning and writing skills for
character development and detail, how
to effectively include a problem and
solution in a fluid piece of writing, a
range of engaging leads and descriptive
language used for ‘show-don’t tell’.
Finally, students should BE ABLE TO
plan, draft and publish an expressive
narrative using art as a stimulus, apply
a range of creative and personal writing
strategies to showcase language choice
and text structure.

During these sessions we expect our
students to UNDERSTAND that
fractions, decimals and percentages
are connected as they all represent a
part of a whole. We want our students
to KNOW how to order fractions
and decimals using a number line, the
process for simplifying fractions to find
equivalents and strategies for using the
four operations with fractions, decimals
and percentages. Finally, students
should BE ABLE TO place fractions
in order on a number line, simplify
fractions and identify equivalents,
make connections, and solve problems
involving
addition,
subtraction,
multiplication and division with
fractions, decimals and percentages

After goals from WA First Steps
continuums are set, students will be
teamed up according to their reading
interests and goals, to work with
teachers in small groups. Goals will be
reassessed during student-teacher
conferences and reflected upon daily.
To encourage our students to become
internationally minded thinkers, the
Grade 6 students will be part of a
discussion each week about Kindness
and Empathy. Teachers will facilitate
this discussion using Debono’s Direct
Attention Thinking Tools, and guiding
questions. Students will also watch
Behind the News, and practise notetaking, researching and summarising.
NUMERACY

During numeracy lessons, students
will focus on Fractions, Decimals,
Percentages and Number.
As
teachers continue working with
students’ developing their abilities
and understandings of mathematical
concepts, their lesson structures will be
altered to meet the needs of students.
Individual learning needs will be taken
into account, and students will have
the opportunity to work in cooperative
learning situations with their teacher to
build confidence and understandings,
as well as use a continuum to set their
own learning goals.

MATHS - NUMBER
The learning objective for our students
is to multiply large numbers. We want
them to KNOW the multiplication
facts up to 10x10. We expect them
to UNDERSTAND that multiplying
numbers by whole numbers increases
the value of a number. We want them
to be able to multiply large numbers
using a variety of strategies as part of
the DO process.
Khan Academy, IXL and Alamanda
Maths, will be used to support students’
individual learning goals, along with
other websites and applications.
RESTORATIVE
PRACTICES

Alamanda College is committed to the
process of Restorative Practices, which
assists teachers, students and parents
with building, maintaining and restoring
relationships. Restorative Practices helps
to build capacity to enable students to self
regulate their behaviour, and contributes
to the overall improvement of learning
outcomes across the school. Within
the classroom, students are maintaining
healthy relationships with each other
and with their teachers through mutual
understanding and respect. When
conflict or issues arise, students are
encouraged to communicate and
express their concerns, while reflecting
on their actions and how they can
improve the situation for themselves and
others. These practices will be reflected
in classroom Essential Agreements, and
be referred to throughout the year.

YEAR 6 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
Transition
Transition forms are due back prior to
12th May. Parents will be notified of
the transition outcome on the 15th
August.
School Times
We encourage students to be dropped
off at school and make their way
to the classroom at 8:30am for an
8:40am start. If you have a child in
the secondary school, children are to
wait in the great space where they will
be supervised until they get picked up.
iPads / MacBooks
iPads and Macbooks are an integral
part of the classroom program, as
they strongly support individual goal
setting, and research. Please ensure
that iPads and Macbooks are charged
overnight, as due to healthy and safety
students are unable to charge their
devices at school.
Please note that staff have 48 hours
to reply to an email.
A friendly reminder about bringing in a
box of tissues for the classroom – your
support is very much appreciated!
Terms 2 and 3 school hats are not
compulsory. Students are to wear a
winter school uniform. We encourage
your child to bring a water bottle daily
which is to be placed on their school
desks.
We look forward to seeing you at the
three way conferences where your
child will present their digital portfolio.
If you have any concerns, please do
not hesitate to contact your child’s
classroom teacher.
Matt Dean
dem@alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
Michael Nicolaides
nic@alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
Leisa Hockley
hol@alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
Patrick Nelson
NEP@AlamandaCollege.
onmicrosoft.com
Connie Vakaloudis
vak@alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
Kind regards,
Jackie Daniali, Michael Nicolaides,
Leisa Hockley, Matt Dean, Patrick
Nelson and Connie Vakaloudis.

ART

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

By the end of Level 6, students explain
how ideas are expressed in artworks
they make and view. They demonstrate
the use of different techniques and
processes in planning and making
artworks. They use visual conventions
and visual arts practices to express ideas,
themes and concepts in their artworks.
Students describe the influences of
artworks and practices places on their art
making. They describe how artworks that
they make and view can be displayed to
express and enhance meaning. Students
describe and identify how ideas are
expressed in artworks from different
contemporary, historical and cultural
contexts.

At Level 6, students will be refining
and expanding their range of skills,
and performing them with increasing
precision, accuracy and control. They
continue to work collaboratively in
groups; designing and modifying games
and sharing responsibilities within a team
structure. Students begin to observe
and give constructive feedback of
skill performance to their peers, using
checklists and video analysis.

During Term 2 we will inquire into
the wonderful world of Surrealist art,
particularly the work of Salvador Dali.
Students will begin by presenting
their findings and demonstrating their
understanding of the art movement,
including the opportunity to show their
acquired knowledge using a range of
presentation techniques. Our inquiry is
based around the central idea, ‘Through
the arts, artists use different forms of
expression to convey their uniqueness
as human beings.
Students will present their understanding
through a range of formative and
summative assessment pieces. This
includes the use of the design process
by continuing their learning and applying
the art elements in order to design a
sculptural piece as their summative
assessment. During this process
students will commit to the process by
experimenting with a range of materials
and make selections in relation to
their final piece. Student will have the
opportunity to express their individuality
as artists, when presenting their unique
sculpture at the end of the unit.
Along with their PYP inquiry topic, the
PYP Learner Profile will be used to
guide the children to understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the art
room. The Learner Profile encourages all
children to be inquirers, knowledgeable,
thinkers, communicators, principled,
open-minded, caring, risk-takers,
balanced and reflective.
Miss. O’Toole, Miss. Cicivelli and Miss.
Hendry

In term 2, students will be exploring both
team and individual sports. The first unit
is Netball, where students will practice
a range of attacking and defensive
strategies, understanding the roles of
each position and incorporate tactical
awareness into the game. This is followed
by athletics, which includes both track
and field events such as sprints, relays,
long jump and javelin. Students will be
recording their times and distances in
their individual athletic booklet and work
throughout the unit to improve their
scores. Grade 6 students will participate
in a two week swimming program focusing
on water safety and improving swimming
techniques. Students will end this unit with
table-tennis, where students will explore
both attacking and defensive techniques
and strategies to score a point and further
apply their knowledge by umpiring a table
tennis match between their peers.
Throughout every PE lesson, students
are expected to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning
of others. We encourage all students to
be risk-takers, inquirers, open-minded,
effective communicators, caring and
reflective during PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for
maximum participation in PE and ask for
students to bring a hat and drink bottle
to all PE classes. If your child cannot
participate in a PE lesson, then please
send them to their PE teacher with a
signed note outlining the reason for their
non-participation.
PE Team

YEAR 6 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
LOTE

At this level, students are working
towards greater understandings of the
role that culture plays in interactions and
relationships with others. They are able
to recognise the different features of the
Chinese writing system, and can interpret
and translate simple texts. With guidance
and support, they participate in tasks
designed to give opportunities to practise
and develop language skills.
In Term Two, students will continue
to strengthen their thinking, social,
communication, numeracy, inquiring
and risk-taking skills in learning Chinese.
Grade Six students will begin the unit of
going shopping in China and currency
exchange. Throughout this unit, students
will master with the numbers from
1-100 in Chinese and consolidate their
knowledge about currency exchange
between Chinese-RMB and AustraliaAUD. Learners will participate in
various learning activities to gain a solid
understanding when they are going
shopping in China.
At the end of the unit, students will use
the ‘Toonastic’ app to create a detailed
role play about going shopping in China.
They will work in pairs to create a shopping
list and a descriptive dialogue to perform a
role play when they are going shopping in
China. They will also participate a cultural
excursion to the Victoria Market to apply
their knowledge into real life practice.
Throughout the LOTE lessons this term,
all the attributes in IB learner profile will
be included in this unit. The PYP attitudes
of curiosity, commitment, confidence,
cooperation, creativity, enthusiasm,
independence, integrity, respect and
tolerance are embedding in the teaching
and learning. Learners will expect to keep
immersing themselves into the IB learner
profile as well as the mentioned PYP
attitudes to be international-mindedness.
MUSIC

At Level Six, students will develop their
ability to communicate with voice and
instruments with an open-minded and
enthusiastic attitude during a 13-week
program. In Music, students will learn
the importance of music in our lives with
our Unit “Why Music Matters”.

Students will learn how to play various
percussion instruments and play basic
chords and melodies with ukulele and
keyboards. They will rehearse in small
groups to perform varied arrangements
of “Play That Song” and “Can’t Stop
The Feeling” and will present their items
to active peer audiences. Throughout
the program, students will interpret
performances and evaluate the skills of
their peers in a caring and respectful
manner.

Alamanda College Theatre.

With the use of the Primary Years
Program Attitudes, students will learn
how to manage impulsivity, and use a
growth mindset to achieve personal
goals in Music. Students at Level
Five will develop their skills with a cooperative and balanced attitude and a
strong work ethic.

Central idea: Human health depends on
the choices we make
Lines of Inquiry: Different cooking skills
and flavour combinations – the nutritious
value
During this term in Food Technology, the
Grade 5/6 students will be developing
their knife skills alongside of building their
understanding of flavour combinations.
The students will learn a technique
one week and then the following week
they will apply their understanding by
preparing a dish that demonstrates their
understanding. Additionally, students will
learn how to read a recipe and how to
follow the instructions.

DRAMA

In Grade Six, students apply and develop
their arts knowledge by exploring
processes and ways to communicate
concepts arising from their personal
experiences and from the world around
them. Students consider the purpose
and audiences of their arts works as
they experiment with various ways
of presenting works in a range of arts
forms, and begin to evaluate and refine
their work in response to feedback.
Students discuss the possibilities of
communicating without words then
create performances based on image, to
suggest what may have happened before
and after what is depicted in the image.
During our first focus for the program,
students will be creating their own
commercials;
incorporating
both
dramatic and persuasive elements.
Students will be researching how different
commercials sell their product, and use
the process of script writing, rehearsal
and performing to produce a film on
their iPads. To create the commercials
students will work cooperatively and
confidently to express ideas. Students
will work in both small groups and as
a whole class to collaborate, and give
constructive feedback to one another.
Later this year, the Grade Six students
will have the opportunity to participate
in the Middle Years Musical of ‘Dr
Seussical, The Musical’. Students will
be able to experience theatre crafting,
ensemble rehearsal and perform for
the greater College community in the

The students will continue to be
encouraged to develop the PYP Learner
Profile attributes of being risk-takers;
approaching new ideas confidently and
creatively; and being inquirers, enjoying
their learning and being naturally curious
about the activities they are undertaking.
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

During every session the students will
be required to bring along their iPad as
they will be recording their learning each
week using applications such as Explain
Everything. This application allows
students great freedom in how they
express themselves and demonstrate
their understanding. For example,
students can use voice recording, movies,
photos and screen pointers to make their
presentation more engaging. At this
stage the students will be encouraged
to evaluate their learning and decide on
what flavour combinations work, where
and why. Towards the end of the term
the students will have the opportunity to
create their own recipe design.
Throughout the term, students will be
encouraged to participate in conversations around healthy balanced choices.
And that all foods are to be consumed in
moderation, as too much of a good thing
can sometimes have negative consequences. The aim is to also prepare students for Secondary School as they use
a design based program there. I strongly encourage students to practise their
skills at home, so wherever you can give
your child the opportunity to assist in the
kitchen. But most importantly ensure
that they also clean up afterwards. I encourage experimentation as it helps develop creativity.

