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Inspire, Shine, Create.

Dare to be wise.

Brainstorm Productions ‘The Hurting Game’
Dear Parents,
On Monday of this week our year
7,8, & 9 students were treated to a
performance by Brainstorm Productions
called ‘The Hurting Game.’ The Hurting
Game is an action packed, humorous
and engaging anti-bullying program.
Below is a short summary of the performance:
Samantha’s group spread rumours and alienate her. She
becomes obsessed with body image and constantly
compares herself with other girls in the media, the
playground and on social media.

media can affect their mental health and emotional
wellbeing, and could have lifelong implications.
It was a great message and a very clever production that
covered many issues young people face, bullying, name
calling, bulimia, cyber issues and safety and the long-term
effects of a criminal record. It was a very insightful and
engaging performance.
The Health and PE team will be exploring the concepts
raised in the production in the weeks ahead. Students will
be given the opportunity to discuss issues and develop
strategies to build resilience and restore relationships.
Below, please enjoy reflections from students;

Desperate to fit in, Jimmy succumbs to peer pressure and
becomes the tough guy harassing and bullying other
students with homophobic remarks, deliberately failing
maths, binge drinking and playing the fool.
They slowly begin to realise that their interactions on social

In the play, the production teams aim was to teach their
audience about different types of relationships and how
they change over time. They showed this message by
starting to act out how their life and friends were in prep
and how that relationship change in grade 6, then grade 7
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and then finally grade 10. The complication in the play was that both characters
had different quirky qualities and they were trying to figure out how to fit in with
their peers. In the end they realised that by changing themselves they would just
feel worse and that it is better to be themselves. I learnt that by changing myself
it won’t make me feel any better and my friends should love me for who I am.
By Srividya Bobba 7C
The Hurting Game was hilarious. It was about how people in prep, year six, year
seven and year ten interact and how these interactions change over time. The
play had a lot of different characters which showed different characteristics,
personalities and traits and how they interact with each other. I have learnt that
it is important not to change who you are because of other people, but instead
be yourself which will make you feel much better about yourself rather than
being someone you are not.
By Shradha Pattnaik, 7C

Dare to be Wise,

Jeanette Finegan
Assistant Principal
Secondary School

Year 7 Book Day
‘Codex Seraphinianus’, was originally
published in 1981, and is an illustrated
encyclopedia of an imaginary world,
created by the Italian artist, architect,
and industrial designer Luigi Serafini.
For 2017 Book Day, the Year Seven
cohort took inspiration from this text
on to write and illustrate creative flora,
fauna, foods and machines, and
create ‘Codex Alamanda’, which
was skilfully published, bound and
completed with a leather cover by Mr
Nikolsky – thank you!
Here are some reflections on the day,
and samples of work.
On book day, we split up into four
different classes and topics. The four
topics were Flora, Fauna, Machines
and Creatures. I had to draw a
magical creature that was weird
but wonderful. I named by creature
the Sea Stalker. I had to write a
poem about my creature. The poem
was one of the harder things to do
because I had no idea what to write!
Mr Nikolsky then put all our drawings
together into one big book. We called
it the Alamanda Codex. Overall it was
an exhausting, but fun day! - Mitchell
Alcock-Adams
On Friday, the ‘something’ of August,
we had our Book Day. For Book Day,
we were split up in our House groups.
We were required to draw an image
based on a topic we were allocated.
I had to create something based on
fauna, and compose a poem on my
creation. It was a fun day and it was
challenging, as drawing something
completely random and then having
to describe it not knowing what it is
was, was hard. I drew a mechanical
fly eater. Thinking about what to draw
was also a challenge. After all the fun
and challenging parts of the day, Mr
Nikolsky placed our drawings and
poems into the text… “The Alamanda
Codex” - Mason Williams

Book Day is a day where students dress
up as their favourite characters from
books. The Year 7 Alamanda students
were inspired by the art book, ‘Codex’.
“The Codex” is an Encyclopaedia of
flora, fauna, machinery, and creatures
of an imaginary world. We were
inspired, and decided to make our
own codex. They separated us in our
House colours; Wood, Teo, Clark, and
Hollows. I am in Wood house which
means I created something based on
flora. Our teacher encouraged us to

draw weird and crazy things for our
plants. I decided to draw a vine with
thorns turning into a bird with a flower
coming out of its mouth. After we
completed our drawings, we had to
write a poem. The poem had certain
requirements like: scientific name
and descriptors of the plant/animal/
creature/machine. Thanks to Mr.
Nikosky, we have our own Alamanda
Codex, filled with Year 7s’ imagination
and artistic skills. -Ariana Smile

Year 7 Science
This term we worked on Chemical
Science and I chose to Inquire about
the Thermal Expansion of Solids. I was
required to research about what
particles of a solid do when they are
heated. I did an experiment on this,
where I heated a Brass ball and it could

no more fit through the same ring as
before because the size of the metal
ball expanded on heating. I chose this
goal because it looked interesting and
I wanted to know more about it after
some of my friends did it.

I worked responsibly and safely as this
experiment involved the use of a Bunsen
Burner. I loved planning and doing the
experiment independently. I also liked
making the elephant toothpaste. It was
cool because the foamy liquid goes
all over. I learnt that it was a chemical
reaction because it gives out heat,
gives out a gas and it changes colour. I
have written my Lab report on it. - Dylan
Chircop, 7C
My unit was States of matter this term.
I inquired about ‘does gas have
weight’. I did an experiment to find
out. I first researched for this experiment
by watching a few YouTube videos. I,
then, blew up two balloons and tied
them on either side of a ruler and then
hung them freely. I popped one of the
balloons with a pin. After this, the ruler
twisted down on the side showing that
one was light and another balloon was
heavy. From this experiment, I learnt that
air has weight. I thought that air doesn’t
have weight but now I know that air has
weight.
We also did a group activity of making
an elephants toothpaste which was
about chemical reactions and it was a
fun.
The most challenging part in this unit was
picking up my own experiments and do
the research. But I am very proud of the
‘Gas has Weight’ task.
- Tane,

Year 7 & 8 Maths
In Year 7 Numeracy, students have
been completing a unit on algebra
and how it can be applied to solve
real world problems. Students have
been using online resources such as
www.alamandamaths.com to selfmanage their personal learning as they
set individualised goals based on the
standards of the Victorian Curriculum.
Here are some student reflections on
their learning:
Two weeks ago, we started our unit on
how to use algebra to solve equations.
My initial goal was to learn and utilize
the factor and remainder theorems, but
when I searched it up I knew what it was
already. I knew it wouldn’t hurt to refresh
my memory on it so I used Alamanda
Maths to refresh my mind and make
sure that it would stay in my memory
forever. I later went onto Mathletics
to practise my skills to make sure I fully
understood the concepts. With my
acquired knowledge, I will now make a
video about it to teach others. - Cheng
Yong Sim 7E
In maths, we are working on algebra. We
are currently completing our algebra
assessment task in which we must
create tutorial videos to explain various
concepts part of algebra. We worked on
concepts from our Algebra continuums
and explained each goal to show our
understanding of the concepts. We
learnt that teaching someone is a great
way to understand a topic and helps
you remember any formulas or the way
to solve questions relating to that topic.
We are looking forward to our next unit
on data collection and statistics. -Nidhi
Anand 7E
In Maths, we have currently been doing
Algebra for the last 2 weeks and have
been set on learning how to expand,
factorise, simplify and calculate
Algebraic Expressions and Questions.
Some examples of goals involving
Algebra are to factorise algebraic
expressions from the Year 8 Curriculum,
using the distributive law to expand
binomials and collect like terms from
the Year 9 curriculum and factor and
remainder theorems from the Year 10A

standards. This subject was easy to learn
and hard to master as it involved lots of
logic, memorisation of rules and proper
calculations. Overall, it was fun to learn
about this subject as it was challenging
and gave me a nice obstacle to
overcome. -Louis Jarillas 8D
In this unit of Maths, we are investigating
the various concepts of algebra. While
there is a long list of things to learn, I
have chosen the goal of factorising
different kinds of algebraic expressions.
I have already completed my personal
goal of learning how to factorise
quadratic trinomials, which is a Year

10 goal that I found relatively easy. I
am now working on factorising regular
algebraic expressions. The two main
resources that I use to aid my learning
are Alamandamaths and the Oxford
MyMaths Textbooks. When I am stuck,
I can ask my classmates or Mr.Ma for
help. Our assessment task for this unit is
to either complete textbook questions
or
create
videos
demonstrating
algebraic concepts to gain points. The
more points we have, the higher our
Year Level of Achievement. I hope to
achieve most of my goals in this unit by
the end of this term. - Vhin, 8D

Year 8 & 9 Wood Tech

Fives weeks into semester two and
the ear 8 Students have successfully
completed their hand tools program
with great success. Year 8 students have
demonstrated their ability to complete
a number of wood working joints,
including housing joint, half lap joint and
Mortise and Tenon joint. (Mick can you
include, photo of some of these joints)
Students began 1-1 scale drawings in
preparation for constructing their in
demand Alamanda picnic benches.
Students are currently learning how to
draw front and side elevation drawings
of their picnic benches which they will
then use as a full-scale plan for their
construction process.
With Christmas holidays coming up, I
would suggest that parents start writing
a maintenance list for the Christmas
holidays as students are becoming
more and more proficient. Of course
they will require the tools for executing

these projects. Maybe a Christmas
stocking full of tools??
Year 9 students have started semester
two with the goal to create a design brief
and construct a personalised design
product. For example, A Bed, Lamp,
timber artwork and shoe collection
box to name some the students design
products. Students are creating a design
portfolio which showcases the range of
steps throughout the design cycle.

Year 8 Book Club

Students of Year Eight English have
recently commenced their next round
of Book Club with all new (yet classic)
novels. The three novel choices were:
‘The Lord of the Flies’, ‘The Outsiders’
and ‘The Giver’. These novels were
carefully selected to further the
exploration of our Humanities inquiry
into ‘Democratic societies aim for
inclusivity, equality and freedoms’.
Students get together in small groups
on a weekly basis, discussing the
sections of the novel they have all
read, and cooperatively prepare for
writing a text response once they have
completed the reading. Each group is
also aligned with a teacher to guide
them through this process.

survival. For the text response, we
have been focusing on either: rules
bringing out the best in people; or
how characters show leadership and
respond to conflict.

Written by William Golding, ‘The Lord
of the Flies’ tells the story so many
children wish was their reality – a
society without adults and rules! Stuck
on an island, a group of children must
fight for order, power and, ultimately,

Finally, ‘The Giver’ is a science-fiction
novel written by Lois Lowry. It is actually
the first in a trilogy exploring the idea
of a post-apocalyptic world where
the government has been given
complete control over its citizens. It

‘The Outsiders’, by S.E. Hinton, is a
classic tale of society’s class system
and the rivalries and alliances that
form. From the perspective of a 14year boy, we read about the struggles
of the poorer members of society,
and the violence and unfairness that
they often experience. We have been
gathering quotes and evidence to
respond to the statement ‘Life for
the lower class is unfair, and they are
powerless to change it. Discuss.’

follows the journey of one boy who
discovers that not some truths the
Government has hidden from his
people, and his decision to fight back.
Our text response is centred around
the questions: ‘Do rules and laws
enable us to be our best selves? Or do
they just hold back our bad natures?’
Each novel also has a film adaptation
(ranging from being created in 1963 to
as recent as 2014). This provides us with
the option of further extending our
knowledge and skills around critical
analysis, in that we can compare the
film adaptations to the novels they
were drawn from.
The students have already shown a
positive response to this program,
keeping up to date with their reading
requirements, and most importantly,
actively participating in the vigorous
discussions!

RoboCup
The Alamanda RoboCup team went
to Melbourne University on the 15th of
August to compete in the State Finals
against 48 other teams. The team had
practised and gone over the code
many times to ensure that the robot
worked smoothly.
There were heaps of people in the hall
for the competition. There were many
tracks for the Rover Rescue, in different
levels. The team were competing in
the Riley Rover Rescue and was very
successful, ending up 6th in the final
rankings. The robot was almost flawless
throughout the entire competition,
and even though the team didn’t
come in the top three, for competing
for the first time up against countless
schools that had competed for for
years, 6th is a pretty good outcome.
Congratulations to the Alamanda
Power Rangers!

LOTE News
Term Three is an exciting term for the
LOTE students. Overall, the students
are gaining confidence in Chinese
study. Many students are showing
their great interest and motivation in
both language and cultural study. This
is reflected in their outstanding work
and outcome in assessment tasks.
Year 7 students applied their thinking
and creative skills to have completed
projects on Chinese Immigration
history during gold rush, China Town
and Chinese cuisine. They enjoyed
learning Chinese poems from Tang
Dynasty.
Nidhi’s reflected on the project: “I found
this project to be extremely interesting
and engaging. I was creative when
presenting my information in a
pamphlet. I was a thinker and had
conducted a thorough research to
help me with my project. Additionally,
I used guiding questions to lead me
through my research. I definitely
used my area of interaction focuses
- Community & Service and Human
Ingenuity appropriately. I gained a
deeper understanding about Chinese
immigration history and its significance
in Australian community society”.
Most Year 8 students exceled in
Chinese study. They are fascinated
about the combination of Chinese
words to make new expressions.
They were amazed and excited that
they were able to say the names of
all Planets in Chinese in one lesson.
Year 9 students are confident about
shopping in Chinese language.
“Nothing is difficult as along as we are
persistent”. In Chinese, 世上无难事，只
怕有心人 shì shàng wú nán shì, zhî pà
yôu xīn rén”.
We also congratulated on Janna
Porras (9A) and Gyumin Kim(7D),
who were selected to represent
Alamanda College to attend a statewide Chinese reading competition
organised by Chinese Language
Teachers’ Association of Victoria
(CLTAV) at Melbourne Grammar
School. Both were competing with

the candidates from the secondary
schools in Victoria. Their performance
was outstanding. Janna received a
medal for the competition. Below is
Janna’s reflection on the Competition:
“On Friday 16th of August, I went to
Melbourne Grammar School with my
family to attend the Chinese Reading
Competition organised by Chinese
Language Teachers’ Association of
Victoria (CLTAV)l. I had the opportunity
to compete with the candidates
from the candidates of all secondary
schools across the State. Before joining
the competition, I practised so hard
with the pronunciation. It was hard for
me to master the tones and speaking
some pinyin. With my persistence, I
managed to say most of the words
with correct tones and pronunciations.
When It was my turn to perform, I
gained confidence for the speech
and did my best to remember the

tones and pronunciation that I have
practised.
At the end of the competition, I was
excited that I was one of the winners
and received the medal. From this
experience, I have learnt that there
is nothing difficult as long as we are
persistent. I was so impressed by
other contestants who could speak
so fluent and accurate Chinese. I
also understood Chinese language
is becoming more important for our
future career and realised there are so
many schools from the State providing
Chinese program and the students
are showing great interest and pride in
their Chinese study. It was definitely a
valuable experience for me.”
About Chinese Valentine’s Day Qixi
Festival (七夕节qī xī jié)
The Qixi Festival is a Chinese festival
that celebrates the annual meeting

Year 9 Textiles
of the cowherd and weaver girl in
Chinese mythology. It falls on the 7th
day of the 7th month on the Chinese
calendar. It is sometimes called the
Double Seventh Festival, the Chinese
Valentine’s Day, or the Magpie
Festival.
The general tale is about a love story
between Zhinü (the weaver girl,
symbolizing Vega) and Niulang (the
cowherd, symbolizing Altair). Their
love was not allowed, thus they were
banished to opposite sides of the Silver
River (symbolizing the Milky Way).
Once a year, on the 7th day of the 7th
lunar month, a flock of magpies would
form a bridge to reunite the lovers for
one day.
The festival originated from the
romantic legend of two lovers, Zhinü
and Niulang, who were the weaver
maid and the cowherd, respectively.
The Qixi festival inspired the Tanabata
festival in Japan and Chilseok festival
in Korea. - Iris Ai, LOTE Teacher

The Year 9 Textiles students went on an excursion to Spotlight in Hoppers Crossing
last week to select their fabrics to use in their Product Design Project. Before this
excursion, they needed to create their client profile, design different options
for their client and decide on their final design. The students then needed to
complete an investigation into different types of fabrics that would be suitable
for their design and create a materials and costing list that fit in with their budget.
The students all had a successful excursion and are very excited to complete
their project.

Year 9 English
We have begun a new and exciting inter-disciplinary unit in 9th grade unravelling
the global context of Scientific and technical innovation with the statement of
inquiry of “Interactions between social media and advertising are developed
to strengthen the power of persuasion” central to our conceptual learning.
The English focus is exploring notions such as technological developments
have changed the way products and services are marketed and advertised,
the multi modes of in modern day advertising and the different types of
persuasive techniques employed in advertising. In humanities we will explore
the economic principles of resource allocation, scarcity and supply and
demand and microeconomic theories of labour and the changing landscape
of the workplace. The 9th grade class will then demonstrate their learning in
the final assessment task by imaginatively putting forward an advertisement for
a product or service that they predict will be required to resolve a concern or
challenge of the future. This will also include a business plan for their product,
exploring elements such as features and benefits of their product or service, the
target audience and the various stages of production.
Maybe we will see our young stars of the future in the Dragon’s Den sometime
soon! - Mr. Al Salihi, English and Humanities

