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Book Day is now an Alamanda Ritual
and Tradition we Love
Dear Parents,
Traditions are important, rituals are
important. These behaviours help define
moments in our life and are markers of
our future. “Markers” are moments we
embrace and create with our friends
and our own families. In fact, traditions and rituals are
community builders.
Literacy will always be central to our development as
human beings. Be it ‘traditional’, digital, or literacy of coding
(newest to school curriculum).

time to publishing beautiful children’s stories. Not so long ago
we were searching for the classics on second hand book
websites. Now, once again, we can purchase these classics
for our Mentor Text Library or class libraries.
Book Day is a celebration reminding us about the joy of
reading, favourite authors, resurfacing imaginative images
of characters we love, and the joy of that wonderful literature
brings to our hearts and minds.
Enjoy the pictures of the highlights captured throughout the
day.
Some days should just be joyful!

Books have made a big comeback to the lives of children—a
joy for us all to note.
Importantly, the printing companies are again devoting

Dare to be Wise,

Lyn Jobson
Principal

Alamanda Book Day
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News from Prep

Over the past few weeks students
have been encouraged to explore
their creative side during free writing
time in the morning. This has resulting
in some fantastic stories, that have
been shared with the prep cohort
at assembly each week. It has been
amazing seeing the potential of all
our authors and hope to continue
this celebration of work in the weeks
to come.
With our fourth Unit of Inquiry coming
to an end, students are getting
ready to share their knowledge they
have learnt over the past six weeks.
Students have busily been creating
presentations on their knowledge
and understanding of life cycles.
On Thursday 31st August we will be
inviting families to drop in anytime
between 3:00pm-4:30pm to share in
their child’s learning.
Students and teachers have been

eagerly awaiting book day! Classes
have been preparing by getting very
creative when making a book door,
involving the classes favourite story.
There has been so much enthusiasm
across the grades when choosing
their books and creating their doors
and everyone has done a fantastic
job. Classes have taken time out to
visit everyone’s displays and when
asking them what their favourite was
they all replied with “We love them
all!”
With the build up to Friday being so
exciting, we knew that Book Day
would be a huge success! All the
preps came dressed up in some
fantastic costumes (and don’t forget
about the teachers). All the classes
got very inventive when completing
their text innovations and creating
their class book. I would highly
recommend coming in the class and
getting your child to show you them!
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Alamanda College
PREP ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
WOW! What another exciting week we have had
throughout prep. Welcome to all the new families that
have joined us over the past few weeks. We have some
exciting events coming up and would love for all our
families to try their hardest to be a part of this exciting time.

Unit of Inquiry

The Prep students are nearing the end of their fourth
Unit of Inquiry into the Transdisciplinary Theme: How the
world works with a particular focus on the key concepts
of Causation (Why is it like it is?) and Change (Why is it
changing?). Through this Unit of Inquiry students have
developed the enduring understanding (Central Idea)
that ‘Living things go through a process of change. To
promote student voice among the Prep students we are
inviting the parents to come and visit their child’s class on
Thursday 31st August. Parents are welcome to come in at
any time between 3:00- 4:30 for your child to present their
learning around the Unit of Inquiry and talk to you about
their learning and what they have achieved. This will be
a short presentation, that will run for approximately 10
minutes and be student led.

Literacy

The prep teachers have been capturing the craft of
authors voice through wall stories. These stories are
displayed in their rooms to promote independent writing
and reading throughout the day. The students have been
able to view themselves as author and use language and
writing styles from varied authors throughout their creative
writing sessions. The students have been learning about
the writing process and are beginning to plan, draft, edit
and publish their writing pieces. We have thoroughly
enjoyed hearing their stories throughout the day with
some special presentations at our assemblies. Keep up the
great work the prep teachers are extremely proud of the
students and their achievements!
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Book week

What a wonderful day we had. The students came dressed
up as their favourite book character and embraced the
day with excitement and enthusiasm. All the students
enjoyed working with the prep teachers to create a unique
text innovation based on some of our very favourite books.
The student’s creations will be displayed in classrooms over
the next week for the students to share with their families,
so please come in and enjoy our creative stories.

Robotics

To align with the Victorian Curriculum’s Digital
Technologies strand, students at Alamanda College
have been exposed to robotics and coding. With the use
of the Bee-Bots, Cubetto and the Code and Go Robot
Mouse, prep students are learning how to write a basic
code (using arrows to show direction), while having a
lot of fun. Each fortnight prep classes are featured in the
Alamanda College Robotics newsletter. Be sure to check
out all the fantastic learning your children are doing which
is highlighted in the newsletter.
Partners in Education,
Shahn Jones and Ellin Tideswell Acting Leading Teahers
On behalf of Carmen Sacco, Prep Assistant Principal
Partners in Education,

Ellin Tideswell

Shahn Jones

and
On behalf of Carmen Sacco
Prep Assistant Principal

News from Year 1
This week commences the start of
Book Week (21st of August until the
25th of August). The students in Year
One have been extremely excited in
the lead up to Book Week assisting their
teachers with the organisation and
creation of the classroom book doors.
Each classroom has chosen a book to
represent on their door. The students
were able to use a range of crafts and
materials to assist their teachers in the
process. The students will be given the
opportunity to walk around the school
and observe different doors. This
Friday the 25th of August the students
are able to dress up as their favourite
character from a book and will join in
the parade at 9:00am (please check
school bag alert for locations). After
the parade the Year One students
will work in different classrooms with
different Year One teachers to create
a text innovation. The teachers and
students are looking forward to this fun
and exciting day!
This week’s news brought to you
by Timetable C Year 1 Unit – Mrs
Mastroianni,
Misses
Beardsley,
Petkovski and Bennett.
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News from Year 1
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
What’s Happening in Year 1?

The past few weeks have been full
of excitement as the students and
their teachers have prepared and
displayed their Book Week door and
have prepared for Friday’s Book
Day. On Friday 25 August, the Book
Character Parade is to start the day and then the students will
mix with other classes to make a book in a day. This involves
completing the text, art work and working cooperatively with
others to develop an innovation on a text.

Welcome:

We welcome Jayzara, Eshal, Nyibol and their families into the
Year 1 classes and to the Alamanda Community. We wish
you all the best as you make yourselves familiar with your new
community.

Winter Uniform:

It is wonderful to see the children in their winter uniforms.
When students remove their jackets, going between outside
and inside, we are noticing that some of the jackets are still
unnamed, this makes returning to the rightful owner very
difficult. Please note in Year 1, if your child removes their jacket
in the classroom it is left there until claimed. The lost property
items near the “Great Space” are usually collected from
specialist classes and the playground.

Primary Years Programme:

The classes are continuing to explore the Transdisciplinary
Theme: ‘How the World Works’. Through this unit of inquiry
students are developing the enduring understanding,
‘Ecosystems are diverse and exist all around the world.’ We
have included photographs of a few students’ dioramas from
1A. The students researched a specific ecosystem and then
created their own ecosystem.

Year 1’s Special Action for the Orange Bellied Parrot: For
the past two weeks, the Year 1 students and teachers have
baked “parrot shaped” biscuits to raise money for the
“orange bellied parrot” program at Werribee Zoo. Some of
the students presented the following information at each of
the Primary Assemblies.
“As part of our current unit of inquiry, we are taking action
to help the endangered Orange Bellied Parrot. There are
less than 40 Orange Bellied Parrots remaining in the wild!
Unless we do something NOW they will become extinct. The
orange bellied parrot used to migrate to Point Cook and call
this area home. As people have moved to Point Cook, we
have disrupted their ecosystem and pushed them out of their
homes. As a result, the Year 1 students are baking cookies in
the shape of the orange bellied parrot. We would like you to
come, sign our petition, buy a cookie and by doing so, help
us to save the orange bellied parrot. All students who sign the
petition will be given a sticker to show their commitment and
enthusiasm for helping to save the orange bellied parrot. The
cookies will be on sale next Thursday and Friday during recess
and lunch. They are 50 cents each and come with a free
sticker. We will be set up between the great space and the
food tech room. We hope to see you all there, supporting the
orange bellied parrot and signing our petition. “
This presentation was very persuasive! The biscuits very quickly
sold out on each of the four selling days and we are happy
to report that over 800 biscuits were baked and the students
raised $460 which will be donated to the zoo.
Well done to everyone involved!

If you have any questions or concerns, please meet with
your child’s classroom teacher or myself. You are welcome to
telephone the office on 83765200 to make an appointment.

Yours sincerely,
Helen Welsh.
Assistant Principal,
Year 1 Mini- School.
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News from Year 2

It’s that time of year again! The grade 2
students have been very busy helping
their teachers create their doors in
preparation for Book Week. We have all
enjoyed walking around the school and
admiring the other classes creations! In
2G, students have also been excitedly
brainstorming ideas of costumes of their
favourite book characters to wear for
Book Day.
In 2G, 2H, 2I and 2J, students have been
developing their knowledge of money by
practicing their personalised numeracy
goals. At the beginning of a lesson, Miss
Stellini sets up goal stations, where each
student has the chance to practice their
goal with the other students who have a
similar goal. The students of 2H, are really
enjoying the open-ended numeracy
problems that Miss Stellini is providing to
each group.
The grade 2s have continued to
investigate the structure of narratives for
their writing unit. Last week, all students
focused on writing an interesting
beginning for their own narrative, using
the mentor text ‘Fireflies’ by Julie Brincloe.
Students identified the features that the
author included in her beginning such
as a detailed description of the setting,
introducing characters and a ‘hook’ to
engage the reader. The students were
very eager to share their writing with one
another and looking forward to writing
the middle of their own story by taking
inspiration from other well known authors.
Over the past couple of weeks, students
have been identifying the similarities
and differences between different
texts. In 2G, students used a Venn
Diagram to represent the similarities and
differences between the original fairy
tale, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’
and the fractured fairy tale, ‘Goldilocks
and the Three Dinosaurs’. Students have
now begun to integrate their ability to
compare two things with our current Unit
of Inquiry. Using our central idea of, ‘The
Arts allow us to express and interpret our
creativity, feelings and beliefs’, students
have now started analysing and
comparing pieces of artwork and music.
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News from Year 3

It has been a busy week in the Year
Three Team. With ‘Book Doors’ up
and students excited about getting
dressed up in costumes; we are certain
that this will be another great year to
launch books made in classes and
time spent working and learning with
new friends. Can’t Wait to see these
wonderful books! Please take the
time to go into classes to see the final
product and read a book published
by your child together with others.
This past week, the Year Three students
had the opportunity to watch the
Watoto Choir perform in the theatre.
Students were very impressed with the
talent and made comments about
how well the children performed
ad how confident they were. Both
teachers and students were very
engaged with the performance as
they sat quietly and respectfully in their
seats intently watching.
Students are very enthused with setting
new learning goals, working and
achieving these goals together with
teachers and their peers. All students
are extending themselves in all
learning disciplines through attending
focus groups and extension groups. It
has been wonderful to see teachers
and students working closely with the
First Steps Continua where students
are familiarising themselves with the
languages used and understanding
it the content. We all know learning
is more focused and student driven
when students are interacting with
goals link to lessons and personal
learning.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
Dear Families,
We have had a lot to celebrate over the past few weeks
in the Grade 2/3 Mini School. NAPLAN results have been
released, and the parents of Grade 3 students will have
received their child’s individual results. The staff have
been busy analysing the data, and in general the results
were very positive. We are performing above the state
in all learning areas, and lots of our students have made
excellent progress, which is backed up by our own data
collected over the last few years. We are very proud of
the commitment our students have to their learning every
single day, and we would like to thank all the Alamanda
families and teachers who support their children’s learning
and development in so many ways. We really are partners
in learning - together we can.

A Focus on Writing

As a response to the NAPLAN data (both across the
country and at Alamanda), we recognise we need to
improve our teaching and learning in the area of Writing.
In our Professional Learning Community, we are focussing
our professional learning on improving our pedagogy and
bettering our understanding of the craft of writing.
Staff are unpacking documents written by Jim Kinniburgh,
our literacy consultant, to help us better understand how
we can use mentor texts in the classroom. We are aiming
to “read like writers”, and learn from the experts - authors.
In our Professional Learning Community we have been
discussing the use of the Writer’s Notebook in our writing
program, and the importance of student voice and
choice. Mentor texts, craft and student voice all come
together with the Writer’s Notebook, and teachers are
using them with the students to explore writing and the
craft of it. We are also focussing our professional learning
on how spelling and grammar can be taught through
writing. We have been exploring the different ways sounds
are made in words, and the common letter patterns they
are represented by.
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Students in Grade 2 and 3 will be investigators! They will
be investigating different writing genres, how to choose
which genre to write in, how authors use writer’s craft to
express their ideas and how words work. Get ready for an
onslaught of class-made books being published in Grade
2 and 3!

Book Week Doors

As part of our Book Week Celebrations, teachers and
students have collaborated together to create some
creative and spectacular designs for their classroom
doors. As you walk around the school, you will see various
designs from Dr. Seuss’ ‘The Lorax’ to Andy Lee’s ‘Do Not
Open This Book!’. Students and their classroom teachers
will visit all the book doors and we also encourage our
families to do the same!

Father’s Day Stall

Next week, students will be invited to attend the Father’s
Day gift stall in the Great Space to buy a special gift for
that special someone. The Grade 2/3 Mini School will
attend on Tuesday the 29th of August and Wednesday the
30th of August. If your child is interested in purchasing a
gift, please send money in a small ziplock bag or envelope
for safe keeping. Please see the allocated days below:
Tuesday 29th of August - 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E. 2F. 2G, 2H, 2I,
2J, 3A, 3B, 3E, 3F, 3G, 3H
Wednesday 30th of August - 3C, 3D
Have a safe and fun weekend everyone!
Dare to be wise,

Georgia Bell, Jaymee Stigwood and Suzi Koneski
Acting Leading Teachers
on behalf of the Grade 2/3 Mini School

News from Year 4

The Year 4s are in the middle of
another busy term, linking their
learning to real life experiences,
having
recently
returned
from
their city camp adventure. All year
4’s stayed in Melbourne city and
together explored Our Central idea:
Modern Architecture reflects ancient
innovation.
OUR INQUIRY
Our
Inquiry
is
about
ancient
architecture and the history behind
them. We are also learning about
ancient histories, like Aztecs Middle
Ages, Ancient Egypt, Ancient China,
Ancient Greece, Indus Civilisation’s
and Ancient Rome. We have also
been studying about people in the
ancicent days lives. Currently we
are writing historical narratives about
ancient architecture.

OUR CAMP
DAY 1
On the 13th of August of 2017, we
started for camp, we climbed aboard
the bus to take us to the William
landing train station, waving goodbye
to our parents. As we arrived by train
to Southern Cross Station, we quickly
headed to the City CYC. Being in
the city it was very busy, we had
make sure we walked closely in our
2’s. Then, once we got to CYC, we
dropped our bags off and hurried in
the shinning sun to the MCG.
All the way we were very excited
about seeing behind the scenes of
the The MCG. We were then split into
groups, as there was 180 of us. We
were shown to the committee rooms,
committee chairs, the dining room for

the committee, the elder member’s
chairs, shown to the change rooms,
saw the golden doors of the MCG,
shown to lots of paintings of the MCG,
and sat in the player’s seats. We have
had fun playing in the interactive
National Sports Museum. We all loved
the tour and were seeing things we
had never seen in the MCG before.
We got a man that was working at
the MCG since he was aged 10 and
he said he was now 85 years old, so
he has been working there for an
extremely long time.
After a hard day’s walk, we finally got
back to the CYC for a rest and find
out who their roommates were. The
rooms were like a hotel, but with no
room service.
The dinners at the CYC were like
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News from Year 4
heaven dinners, and only on our first
dinner, the CYC gave us garlic bread,
snow-peas, chicken parmni with
pasta sauce, and mashed potatoes.
We all loved it and some students
even went up to have seconds!
After the heavenly dinner, it was time
for MOVIE NIGHT! We were all very
excited about the movie, because
the teachers didn’t tell us what the
movie was going to be, and they
also told us that the movie was an
advanced screening. The movie staff
gave each student a choktop, some
popcorns, and a drink of our choie.
Then we went inside for the movie, we
were so excited that the movie was…
Captain Underpants!
DAY 2
We
did
3
activities
today,
Pollywoodside, Muliticultural walking
tour at Federation Square and
unlimited arcade games.
On the walking tour we got given
different namaes, got to try new
food. Such as, weird kinds of berries,
some were white and tiny, another
one was white and looked like a
grape. We also tried see weed and
pea flavoured Twisties that were even
green! And they did tons and tons of
walking. It was quite fun, but tiring.
The Pollywoodside is a big cargo
ship that now is used to educational
trips. We got to see how it was rally
like to live and work on the ship in the
horrible conditions. They even made
us scrub the deck and ring the bell.
We walked through a tunnel and
got to see what it would be like with
rocking on the ship all day and night.
At night we played family feude
and had a disco, even the teachers
danced with us and they gave us
awards for best dressed, best dance
choreograph and most enthusiastic
dancer. Then we had hot choclate
and went to bed exhausted.

12

DAY 3
It was now the last day of the Year 4’s
City Camp. We had to pack our bags
and clean our room. After breakfast
we all went ice skating together.
Ice skating was super fun! For the
people that couldn’t skate, (even if
you knew how to skate you still would
have to do this) there were people
that taught us how to skate properly
and how to fall down without hurting
yourself. Even the teachers joined in,
I was quite surprised that all of them
could skate well. Miss Grenfell even
took a picture of her class on the ice.

Melbourne Star Observation Wheel.
Each class went in a different carriage
thing. We got to see the city from up
high. Woah, it was high. Really, really
high. When it was over, we went into
the gift shop. There was a mini wheel
and lots of little souvenirs.
Overall, this camp was quite a lot of
fun. All of the year 4 students enjoyed
it very much. I hope next year’s camp
will be just as much fun as this year!
-Camp reflection by 4C.

News from Year 5

BOOK WEEK!
What an exciting time Book Week is! The
week began with some beautiful door
displays inspired by a novel or picture
book.
Have a look at the Year 5 doors! In 5A,
we have been reading the childhood
memoirs of Roald Dahl, from the book
‘Boy, Tales of Childhood’. In this book,
Roald wrote about his regular visits to a
lolly shop as a young boy, in which he
described the owner, Mrs Pratchett, as
a mean, filthy, disgusting, loathsome
skinny old hag. 5A’s door shows how
Roald and his friends played a prank of
putting a dead mouse into one of the
lolly jars…

On Friday, all of the students and
teachers will be dressing up as a book
character. The students will be mixed
into groups, many working with another
teacher on the day. This is when each
teacher will read a mentor text to the
students. The mentor text is used to inspire
the joint construction of a new book.
The students will either independently
write a piece of writing inspired by
the text, or work as a whole class to
jointly construct a piece of writing. The
students will create an illustration to go
with their writing and all of this work will
be collated into a brand new book!
We look forward to sharing how the day
goes in the next newsletter!
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News from Year 6

FROM THE TEACHERS:
2017 PYP YEAR 6 EXHIBITION - ‘HOW
THE WORLD WORKS’
“The Science of today leads to Global
Innovations”
In the ideal PYP world, the PYP
exhibition is the culminating event of a
primary students’ education. This ideal
internationally-minded student has
progressed through a collaborative,
critical thinking journey of inquiry
throughout their primary years. They
have explored local and global issues
throughout their education and have
learned conceptually with concerned,
passionate PYP educators. These
students can make connections
and dig deeper by carrying out an
extended, in-depth, collaborative
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project known as the PYP exhibition.
This
involves
students
working
collaboratively to conduct an in-depth
inquiry into real life issues or problems.
Students collectively synthesise all
of the essential elements of the PYP
in ways that can be shared with the
whole school community.
It also provides teachers with a
powerful and authentic process for
assessing student understanding.
The exhibition represents a unique and
significant opportunity for students to
exhibit the attributes of the IB learner
profile developed throughout their
engagement with the PYP.
It also provides our school and
students with a wonderful opportunity

to celebrate the transition of learners
to the next phase of their education.
It all began late in term 2 when all of
the grade 6 students were piled into
the theatre. Over the course of 2 days
the students had a variety of presenters
that had expertise in an area that
has seen improvements through
technological advancements. Each
guest speaker presented the students
with information as well us some
interactive tasks which helped them
gain an understanding of each topic,
which helped them decide which
area they would be most interested
in pursuing further. From there, each
individual student had to put down
their preferences for where they
would like to focus their learning for
the exhibition.

News from Year 6

Based on their preferences, they were
then placed into small groups with
other students that had chosen a
similar theme. Each grade 6 teacher
had taken ownership of one of the
5 topics which stemmed from the
transdisciplinary theme How the
World Works and we would be the
facilitating teacher for the students
that had chosen that topic. Returning
to school at the start of Term 3 was
exciting, however, this was where
the challenges began to arise. The
students started to realise what a
massive task lie ahead.
Individually, each student then
created a line of inquiry which really
helped direct their focus on what they
would research. The students began
to feel much more comfortable at
this point. This was also no doubt the
most enjoyable part, as it gave them
all the chance to delve deeper, with
the freedom to discover and learn so
many new things.

To start the researching phase, all
of the students began with a simple
question about their overall topic to
lead them into a deeper pathway. At
this point all of the groups were well
and truly on their way in this learning
journey.
All groups were then allocated a
mentor teacher who would be there
to support all members of the group
throughout the exhibition. It was
fantastic to have another teacher
there to assist with any help that the
students required, as well as being able
to hear another person’s perspective
on how they may be able to take their
learning further.
We would personally just like to say
thanks to all of the mentors who
offered their time to help out. From
working through the inquiry process,
all students were then given the
opportunity to express themselves by
presenting their learning through the
form of informational writing, creative

pieces and digital pieces which will be
displayed on the Exhibition night.
The process of setting up the booths
was an interesting one. There was a
mixture of excitement and being able
to bring all of our hard work together,
along with the stress of making sure
that everything is in the right place
and ready for the tonight.
It has been a fantastic opportunity
to enhance the students learning
by being involved in the exhibition.
We have all taken so much from this
experience.
Students are currently in the process of
taking action as a result of their new
knowledge and we cannot wait to
see the possibilities that that will bring
to our school for the future.
Thank you
Mr Nicolaides on behalf of the Year 6
team.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
Dear parents,
The 4/5/6 mini school has been a hive of excitement over
the past few weeks with many exciting things going on
across all year levels. Our students have been displaying
such enthusiasm and commitment towards their learning,
which is so fantastic to see! We are all striving for accuracy
with wearing full Winter uninform to school, ensuring that
black school shoes are matched with navy blue school
socks, and sport uniform is reserved for designated sport
days only. It’s wonderful to see so many students within
this mini-school attending school each day with a positive
attitude, a smile, and an eagerness to learn!
Grade 4
The grade 4 students recently returned from their City
Experience, where they ventured into the heart of the CBD
to revel in the wonders and delights of modern city living.
During this camp, students experienced public transport
(some for the first time), catching trains and trams to get
around, while applying their knowledge of mapping and
location in order to navigate their way around the city,
and find their various destinations each day. This camp was
meticulously planned by the grade 4 teaching team, and
it allowed all of the participants to truly experience all our
city has to offer though fun and exciting activities such as
ice skating, Polly Woodside, the Melbourne Star and much
more! We were so pleased to see how respectful and polite
our students were when interacting with the community,
and are proud of their attitude and positivity while away
from home.

Grade 5
As a school, we recently received our Naplan results, and
it is safe to say we were thrilled! The year 5 students have
worked incredibly hard and applied themselves in order to
showcase their full abilities as learners. At Alamanda, we
are committed to differentiating our teaching by setting
personalised learning goals with each student, which

allows us to deliver content at each student’s point of
need. Through tailored goal setting, students have been
able to address any misconceptions within their learning,
as well as challenge and extend beyond their zone of
proximal development. We are incredibly proud of our year
5 cohort, and are excited to continue strengthening and
developing their knowledge in so many different learning
areas.
Grade 6
The year 6 students have been steadily working on their PYP
Exhibition over the past 6 weeks. Throughout this Exhibition,
students worked in small groups to create their own units
of inquiry based on the Transdisciplinary theme ‘How The
World Works’. This journey was concluded on Wednesday
evening, as we invited family, friends and other local
schools to come and experience the learning journey that
each of our students have been on this term. Everyone
was blown away by the detail and quality of each inquiry,
and every student carried themselves with pride as they
shared their learning with others, showing such maturity
and integrity. This event was a huge success for the year 6
cohort, and every student should be so proud of what they
have achieved.
The grade sixes are off to Tasmania this Sunday for their
grade 6 camp, where they will experience Australia’s
convict and settlement history. Students will be taking the
Spirit of Tasmania over and flying home, while exploring
places such as Port Arthur Historic Site, Salamanca Market,
Mawson’s Hut, Tasmanian Devil Unzoo and much, much
more!
We look forward to sharing this experience with you when
we return!

Leisa Hockley
Head of School for the 4/5/6 mini-school
On behalf of Jackie Daniali.

Specialist Subjects
Art News
We are proud to present some of the
finished art pieces we are beginning
to receive, based on books in time
for Book Day. Grade 6 are presenting
Manga inspired characters based
on a design brief. Grade 1 have
created their own rockets to reflect
their understanding of the book, How
to Catch a Star, by Oliver Jeffers.
And Prep have been reading books
by Chris Haughton, creating a piece
based on ‘Oh, No George. We look
forward to having more pieces on
display over the coming weeks.

Term 3 began with the Grade 5/6 AFL
South West Primary School Challenge.
Alamanda had two mixed teams
competing in the event and finished
with impressive results of 5th and 8th
placing out of 16 teams! There was
even a couple of 50-100 point victories
throughout the day and some very
close games that were within a goal.
Considering many of our students
had not even played AFL prior to this
event, it was an outstanding effort
by all, with results that exceeded our
expectations.
A massive well done to the following
Grade 5/6 students who represented
Alamanda for the AFL Primary School
Challenge: Cohen, Ngor, Roshak,
Rico, Leo, Hocjee, Dhyan, Noah,

P.E. News

Jack, Carlos, Luke, Arsh, Makoi,
Aditya, Hridey, Nuku, Anisha, Amen,
Rebecca, Holly, Noah, Jaidyn, Callum
and Zaria.
It was a very cold and windy day
however this did not stop our students
from trying their best with smiles on
their faces. Great sportsmanship and
teamwork was displayed throughout
the day, and our students have
proved that taking risks of trying new
sports is definitely worth it!
Next we had the Point Cook District
Athletics. Students from grade 4,5 & 6
participated in the Hobsons Bay InterSchool Sports Athletics competition.
We competed against other schools
in the Hobsons Bay area and all

Specialist Subjects
LOTE News
and painted the notable character
‘the Monkey King (孙悟空)’ this year to
surprise our students and colleagues.
Journey to the West (xī yóu jì 西游记) is
a Chinese novel published in the 16th
century during the Ming dynasty and
attributed to Chengen Wu. It is one
of the Four Great Classical Novel of
Chinese literature.

students
represented
extremely proudly.

Alamanda

where they will represent the Hobsons
Bay region in 100m and hurdles.

Students were risk takers and
displayed great enthusiasm whilst
competing in a range of events such
as; sprints, hurdles, long jump, high
jump, discus and shot put. After great
determination and a few practice
sessions we now have Chelsea Teng
from 6E going on to the next round

Despite the shocking weather it
was smiles all round. All students
involved should be especially proud
of themselves for their efforts as well
as their representation of Alamanda
College.
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Congratulations to all!

Now let’s take a look at some of the
highlights from the primary students
and see how they’re displaying their
enthusiasm, independence, creativity
and open-minded in the learning
tasks. After inquiring about the Chinese
folk tale ‘Lon Po Po’, the Prep students
learned about another well-known
Chinese folk tale ‘The Good Rabbit (小
兔子乖乖)’. By watching the video clip
of the story in Chinese, students were
required to use English to retell the
main parts with teacher’s assistance. In
addition, they also made a character
mask and excitedly to practise the
related song ‘The Good Rabbit’.
The main theme of both Chinese
folk tales is child safety. During the
class discussion, we discussed some
effective strategies with the students
about how to protect themselves
when a stranger knocking on the door
or crossing the street in public places.
Grade One students are continued
to inquire about fruits in Chinese and
they implement the key knowledge
to their first DIY Chinese booklet ‘I love
to Eat Fruits (我爱吃水果)’. Students
were highly motivated to complete
this booklet and bring it to home to
show their parents. To retain their
understanding of the key sentence
patterns ‘I love to eat…(我爱吃。。
。), students were guided to interview
each other about their preferred
fruits in Chinese. Grade Two students
were interviewing their classmates
about the preferred western food in
Chinese, students actively practised
their Chinese speaking skills on this
task. It was impressive to see their
growth
development
regarding
communicating in Chinese. Grade

Specialist Subjects
Three students conducted their
personal school signs based on the
three timetables which their LOTE
teacher teaching this year. They
showed a great commitment and
being principled on this learning
assessment. I can’t wait to see
their creative signs to be displayed
everywhere around the school
facilities.
Grade
Four
students
developed a better understanding
of the sports in Chinese and designed
an authentic poster to present their
favourite sports in Chinese. Grade Five
learners were continued to explore
the learning topic of ‘Occupation (
职业)’, and particularly focused on
their dream job in the future. It was
interesting to hear the reasons behind
their own dream job. The learning
topic for Grade Six students this term

was very unique- Identity, students
have been exposed to a series of
video clips from YouTube to express
their name, age, family members,
country, nationality and personal
preference in Chinese. They really
enjoyed the flipped classroom setting
this term and got more familiar with
their self-introduction in Chinese.
We are really proud to see their learning
progress in LOTE class and most of the
students tend to challenge themselves
in the provided extension tasks. With
all the effort from the students and
teachers, I believe, together we
can make the LOTE program more
significant and vibrant.
Thank you,
LOTE Team (Miss Lee, Miss Zhang and
Miss Su)

Build your own
iPhone app these
school holidays!
Have fun, be creative and
learn the skills of the future
See why more than 22,000
Australian kids have loved
Code Camp
Sponsored by

Powered by

Book now at:

www.codecamp.com.au

Give us a call on:

1300 263 322
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Earn & Learn
is on again

Start collecting today

Anyone can help our sc
hool earn amazing reso
urces:
• Earn one sticker for ev
ery $10 spent at Woolw
orths*.
• Complete Sticker Shee
ts.
• Drop Sheets in a Colle
ction Box for our school^
.
Runs 26 July to 19 Sept
ember 2017.
Find out more at woolw
orths.com.au/earnandl
earn

*From Wednesday 26 July to Tuesday 19 September 2017. Excludes liquor, tobacco and gift cards.
^By Tuesday 19 September 2017.

Junior & Middle Schools

pen back
scratcher $3

fun magnet
$3

car air
freshener $3
Photo Clock Frame $8

bottle opener
key ring $3
magnetic book
mark $3

Go go Mug $8

metal
puzzles $3

FATHER’S DAY
STALL

Sports socks $5

29th-30th August

Alamanda College Fundraising Team have
selected various interesting goodies for Dad.
Children are invited to bring along some money
to purchase the gifts from this flyer, so they can plan
their purchases in advance. Each class will have
time allocated to attend the stall
set up in the Great Space.

Dad cap $8

USB key ring $5
Lunch bag $5

Sports towel $5

Toilet bag $5
Dad mug $5

Silicone baster $5

