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Dear Parents,
In 2013 when I penned the first
prospectus fro Alamanda, we had not
commenced any students in Years
7-9. In fact, our first 50 Year 7 students
commenced in 2014 and graduated
in 2016. My vision for our Middle School over these years
was not realized and as we often say, ‘We had the best
times 2014-2016 and the worst times – Charles Dickens.”
Today, and in fact over the past eight weeks I believe
the vision of “continuing the dream,” which really sets
our sights on continuing the work established in the
P-6 Primary Years Programme, through to Middle Years
Programme 7-9, has begun to materialize.

If you know me, and may parents do but equal numbers
do not, I am honest; most certainly, I do not give credits
where these are not due.
This week, I have had the pleasure of appointing two
foundation staff to the position of Acting Assistant
Principal Years 7-9 MYP (Kirsten Sullivan formerly Murray
and Ryan Ma). I have sat with our teachers as they have
showed four Werribee Secondary College staff Alamanda
School’s programme over a two-day period. I have
accompanied specialist teams to local tournaments
and spoken with Year 9 students about their community
projects, observed students at work in robotics, F1
Science, Wood Technology, Food Technology, and
general homeroom class programmes.

Seussical’s Opening Night

IMPORTANT DATES
Premiers Reading Challenge Ends
8 September
Seussical Jr
6:30pm 8 September
12nn, 6:30pm 9 September
12nn, 10 September
Years 3 and 4 Swimming
11th- 22nd September
Session 1 9:15am-9:45am
3A, 3B, 3H
Session 2 9:45am-10:15am
3G, 4A, 4C, 4H
Session 3 10:15am-10:45am
3C, 3D, 4A, 4D, 4E
Session 4 10:45am-11:15am
3E, 4F, 4G
Session 5 11:15am-11:45am
3F, 3I, 3J, 4B

Last Day Term 3
22 September
2:00PM finish for Primary
2:15PM finish for Secondary
First Day Term 4
9 October

Alamanda College
Address:
86-100 Alamanda Blvd
Point Cook
PO Box 6606, Point Cook
VIC 3030

Tonight, I rest easy believing we are truly forging ahead. Yes, there is much
work to do to be ‘ continued’. However, Alamanda’s focus is on our children’s
future and that of the planet on which we live, and educate young people,
who are creative, critical, cultured, compassionate and courageous, and
are able to demonstrate that in their daily lives.

Telephone:
03-8376 5200

On their behalf, I say Alamanda College’s educators, councellors, and
parents will settle for nothing less.

Email:
alamanda.k9@edumail.
vic.gov.au
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Tonight I attended our first theatre production—Seussical the Musical, catered
for by Café Dare and ‘Sweet Treats’ student catering programme. Tonight,
I can truly say, I believe we are ‘continuing the dream’: the MYP dream.
Alamanda is delivering for our students and I see them thriving.

“Continuing the dream….”
Dare to be Wise,

Lyn Jobson
Principal

News from Prep

As we begin tuning into our fifth
Unit of Inquiry, the teachers have
enthusiastically been setting up
provocations. This process has
allowed students to further develop
and explore their knowledge around
folktales and using their inferring skills
to decipher what they think might
have happen or who the things could
belong to. This has created a sense of
wonderment and awe as they share
their thoughts and ideas, with many
students going back throughout
the day to see what else they can
find. Many students have begun to
make their own connections with
this Unit of Inquiry and are bringing
in artefacts that relate to our central
idea. We look forward to sharing a
range of folktales with the students
and encourage them to bring in their
own to share with the class and each
other during literacy sessions.
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Alamanda College
PREP ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
Unit of Inquiry 5: How We Express Ourselves

We have already begun our fifth Unit of Inquiry into the
Transdisciplinary Theme: How We Express Ourselves, with a
particular focus on the key concepts of Change (How is
it changing?) and Function (How does it work?). Through
this Unit of Inquiry students will investigate the central idea,
‘Folktales are told in many forms by people to entertain, to
teach and to recognise culture.’
We will be exploring the purpose, structure and language
of folktales. To guide this Unit of Inquiry and facilitate
deeper thinking the students will be exploring the following
lines of inquiry:
- Folktales can differ from culture to culture
- Folktales usually follow a predictable structure and
have common features
- Folktales are created for different purposes
We would like for you to continue to encourage your
child to bring in an artefact to reflect their thoughts and
understanding around the central idea. We will be focusing
on inspiring the students to take action that is driven by
their own wonderings and understanding around our Unit
of Inquiry. As your child is in their early stages of the PYP
journey the teachers will continue by assisting students to
take action.
We would like to invite parents to share cultural stories with
their children and even the class. If you have any culturally
significant stories you would be willing to share (this could
be a book or a verbal story) please contact your child’s
classroom teacher.

Parent Helpers Required

As part of our new Unit of Inquiry topic, we will be focusing
on the writing process, where students will be planning,
drafting, editing, revising and publishing a range of stories.
This will allow the students to experience what it is like
to create their own books from start to finish, as well as
investigating a variety of fairy tales and folktales.
We are looking for some volunteers to support classes
in being able to complete these books, as it often is a
lengthy process.
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We are looking for parents/guardians that are either able
to:
- Take home students edited work and type them up
on the computer.
- Come into the classroom and help put the student’s
books together.
If anyone is able to assist in either of these ways, could you
please contact your child’s classroom teacher in order to
get this process underway.

Assembly

Throughout term three we will continue to hold Prep
assemblies on Friday morning at 8:50am in the great
space. This is a time for all the prep students, teachers and
parents to come together and celebrate students learning
and hand out awards to recognise student achievement
and effort. The students will be provided with a range of
opportunities to share learning they are proud of as well as
participate in class presentations with their peers.

School Times

A reminder to all students and parents that the school day
begins at 8.40am and finishes at 2.50pm. Many students
are arriving well after 8.40am so classes cannot begin until
all students have arrived. When your child is regularly late
to school, this has a detrimental impact on their learning
as they are missing out on instruction. Please ensure your
child arrives on time to begin the school day, to ensure
valuable learning time is not being compromised. It is also
important to note that the school has a wonderful after
school care program run by Camp Australia. If you are
requiring a later pick up than 2.50pm, please contact
Camp Australia to arrange this service.
Partners in Education,

Ellin Tideswell

Shahn Jones

and
On behalf of Carmen Sacco
Prep Assistant Principal

News from Year 1
On Friday the 25th of August Year One
students dressed up as their favourite
book day character and spent the
day making a book with a different
classroom teacher. Students enjoyed
the writing process and using different
art forms to illustrate the book.

of the food we eat. A letter has been
sent home with your child asking you
to have a conversation about ‘The
food we consume goes through many
changes’, in order to develop an

idea for an artefact that your child
might bring to school to display on the
Artefact Table and discuss.
From Year One Students and Teachers

The Year One students did a text
innovation on the following books:
Miss Vagg: ‘Piranhas don’t eat
Banana’s’;
Miss Bisnella: ‘The Day the Crayons
came Home’;
Miss Cameron: ‘I Need a Hug’;
Miss Smart: ‘The Boy on the Page’;
Miss Skeen: ‘I went walking’;
Miss Farrar: ‘Imagine’;
Miss D’costa and Mrs Ma: ‘I Need a
Hug’;
Mr Stewart: ‘Our Island’;
Miss Beardsly: ‘Pete the Cat Rocking in
My School Shoes’;
Miss Mastroianni: ‘This is not My Hat’;
Miss Petkovski: ‘Where’s Wally’ and
Miss Bennet: ‘Window’.
From Miss Bisinella, ‘The Day the
Crayons Came Home’ examples:
“Dear Green Crayon,
Please don’t quit I need you to colour
crunchy leaves.” - Aarush
“Dear Yellow Crayon,
Please don’t quit I need you to colour
the bright yellow sun.” - Nael
“Dear Blue Crayon,
Please don’t quit I need you to colour
in fast blue waterfalls.” - Khush
The
Year
One
students
have
started Inquiry Five, looking into the
transdisciplinary theme of ‘How we
Organise Ourselves’ our central idea is
‘The food we consume goes through
many changes’. Throughout this inquiry
students will be exposed to gardening
and researching where their favourite
food comes from. Students will be
following the stages food goes through
to be aware of the processing of some

5

Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
The children have had a very exciting
couple of weeks with book week,
the dress up parade, Year 1s and
2s coming first in the National Word
Mania Competition and completing
the Premier’s Reading Challenge.
This week we are all looking forward
to ‘Seussical the Musical.’ Students
at Assembly on Wednesday were
treated to some action from the musical and some lucky
classes were able to attend one of the final dress rehearsals.

Primary Years Program – Unit of Inquiry 5

The students’ second Unit of Inquiry this term will focus upon
the transdisciplinary theme: ‘How We Organise Ourselves’
through the central idea ‘The food we consume goes
through many changes.’
The students will be exploring the following Lines of inquiry:
• Food comes from numerous sources. (Function)
• Food goes through different processes. (Change)
• Our food choices impact our health and wellbeing.
(Responsibility)
This Unit of Inquiry will use the key concepts of:
• Function – How does it work?
• Responsibility – What is our responsibility?
• Change – How is it changing?
The Learner Profile attributes of being Knowledgeable,
Thinkers and Inquirers will be emphasized during this Unit
of Inquiry and the attitudes of Creativity and Cooperation
will be promoted. We will also attempt to grow food in
our vegetable patches to reinforce the effort required
to produce food. Some cooking and tasting will also be
included in this Unit of Inquiry.

National Literacy and Numeracy Week, 4 – 10
September, Top Tips for Parents.
Literacy
• Try to spend at least 10 minutes a day reading with
your child; it will make a difference to how well they
do at school. Listen to them reading and keep reading
aloud together even when they are able to read for
themselves to improve their fluency and vocabulary.
• Have a range of different reading material available
for your child at home. Encourage your child to read
from a book or comic or whatever they are interested
in reading. You can also ask your child to read school
notes, recipes, and instructions to you.
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• Visit your local library and let your child choose books
they like. Borrow books and audio books you can read
and listen to together. Check out Learning Potential
for tips on picking books for your child.
Numeracy
• Help your child see how you use maths in everyday
life. For example, explore how you use fractions in
cooking; percentages while shopping; distance in
driving; keeping score in sports games and telling the
time.
• Encourage your child to practise the times tables
and to solve simple maths problems in their head. Try
asking them to:
− work out how many pieces they will need to cut
the birthday cake into so that everyone has a slice
− work out the actual cost of discounted items
(e.g. 25% off $20)
− figure out when you will arrive at a destination
(e.g. “It is 4:15 pm now. It will take us 30 minutes to get
home, what time will we arrive?”)
If your child is struggling to work it out, suggest they show
you on paper or talk you through how they are trying to
work it out so you can help them.
•Maths is a learned skill that improves with practise.
Talk positively about maths and encourage your child
to practise as much as possible as part of a regular
routine.
Check out Learning Potential for other learning activities
you can try with your child.
Check the website for more
literacyandnumeracy.gov.au

tips:

https://www.

Resilience, Growth Mindset and Developing the IB
Learner Profile

Over the past few weeks there seem to be many opinions
in newpapers and on television about anxiety in children,
bullying and building resilience in children. I listened to
Hugh van Cuylenburg, who has a background in mental
health and education, talk about a program he has
developed called ‘The Resilience Project.’ This program
identifies creativity, curiosity, fairness, love of learning, hope,
gratitude, self-regulation, appreciation of beauty and
excellence, prudence, humility, forgiveness, leadership,
teamwork, social intelligence, kindness, love, honesty,
perseverance, courage, humour, zest, bravery spirituality

Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
and judgement as being key to developing resilience. This
talk reminded me of IB Learner Profile and the Alamanda
College Vision Statement:
“Alamanda College aspires to create a challenging
learning environment that develops young people
with active minds and ethical spirits who will be able
to contribute wisdom, compassion, empathy, integrity
and leadership in the global society of which they will
all be members.”
At Alamanda College we work with the students every
day and every week on what it means to have a growth
mindset (this involves a focus on empathy, optimism,
resilience, persistence and flexibility), Habits of Mind, and
through learning contexts to experience the IB attitudes
(of appreciation, commitment, confidence, cooperation,
creativity, curiosity, empathy, enthusiasm, independence,
integrity, respect and tolerance) in order to develop each
student’s Learner Profile.

At the moment, the Year 1s are emphasising:
• respect – respect for others and the world around
them,
• tolerance –being responsive to the needs of others,
• creativity – being creative and imaginative in
approach to problems,
• cooperation – workings in groups and leading or
following as the situation demands.
You might like to talk about these attitudes with your child
and how they can demonstrate these attitudes at home
and at school.
If you have any questions or concerns, please meet with
your child’s classroom teacher or myself.
Yours sincerely,

Helen Welsh

Assistant Principal
Year One Mini-School
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News from Year 2

Book day was an exciting day! The
students enjoyed dressing up and
flaunting their costumes at our different
timetable parades in front of their peers
and families. We then headed into split
classes to innovate a variety of different
text to create a classroom book. The
students loved creating their own pages
of a book using their creative writing
and matching it with equally creative
illustrations. A great day was had by all!
The year two’s have also been
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extending their understanding of the
arts through a thrilling excursion to Artvo.
The students have been busily exploring
and recreating different artworks as
part of their Unit of Inquiry. They have
discussed how different arts make them
feel and how they can send messages
or elicit different feelings within us. Artvo
allowed them to create their own art
using interactive 3D paintings, which
immerses them into the art, allowing
them to become part of the experience.

Students enjoyed taking their very own
photos and sharing their experience with
family and friends.
In further news, we have also been
learning about data representation
within our numeracy component.
Students have been developing their
own questions and gathering data from
their peers in which they then have been
plotting into various graphs.

News from Year 3

What a very busy and exciting past
couple of weeks the grade 3s have
had!
Book week was a huge success and
an engaging day for students to
celebrate their favourite books, authors
and love of reading! The grade 3s
were very engaged and enthusiastic
throughout the day and all looked
fabulous dressed in their costumes
of many different characters, which
they got to show off during the book
day parade. During the day students
took part in the creation of books by
publishing a writing piece and crafting
different styles of creative artwork.
Last week the students began
inquiring into our fifth Unit of Inquiry
for the year. Our inquiry is under the
Transdisciplinary Theme ‘How the
World Works’ and through the central
idea ‘Humans discover and invent
ways of working more efficiently’.
So far all classes have tuned into the
inquiry through a fun and hands on
provocation. This allowed students to
turn their thinking and creative hats
on and work cooperatively to move
an object from one spot to another
without touching it. Students became
quickly involved in this provocation
using a range of materials to invent
a creation that was successful and
enabled them to move their object.
3A, 3B, 3E and 3G have been very lucky
to begin science classes related to our
inquiry, ran by the secondary science
teacher Mrs Molino. Students were
very enthusiastic and excited about
having the experience of working in
the science room and being apart of
this environment. So far students have
inquired into the forces push, pull and
friction, by actively participating in a
range of hands on experiments. Over
the next few weeks and the beginning
of term 4 every grade 3 class will have
the opportunity to participate in these
science classes.
The students have also been working
extremely hard in all key learning
areas. In Numeracy we have been
finishing off our units on addition and

subtraction and are now moving onto
learning division and measurement. In
literacy most classes will be beginning
an author study on Cynthia Rylant.
Students will be given the opportunity
to explore Cynthia Rylant’s themes
and writing style through reading
her books. This will enable students
to improve their writing skills by
studying the author’s writing style and
techniques.
Students participating in the grade 3
swimming program are looking very
forward to this, which will be starting

from next week, Monday the 10th of
September. A friendly reminder that
our grade 3 Scienceworks excursion is
during the first week back in term 4. Full
payment and notes must be due back
by the 30th of September. This will be
a great experience for the students
as it links closely with our inquiry and
it will enable students to discover how
simple machines such as inclined
planes, wheel and axles, wedges,
screws, levers and pulleys make work
easier.
Thank you The Grade 3 Team.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
Dear Families,

Book Day
Wow! What an amazing day everyone had at Alamanda
College, celebrating our annual ‘Book Day’. The day was
filled with fun and excitement. The day commenced with
a ‘Book Day Parade’ for all students across the Primary
School. Students and teachers gathered in various spaces
around the school, to show off their fantastic costumes
of characters from some of our favourite books. We were
absolutely delighted with the amount of effort put into
these costumes by students and their parents. The parade
was followed by students being split into different classes
for the day, where students followed the writing process
to create class texts. Students planned, drafted, revised,
edited and published their writing accompanied by
creative illustrations. Teachers are currently photocopying
and binding the class texts together and are looking
forward to sharing them amongst the school community.

Grade 3 Swimming
The two-week swimming program for Grade 3 students
will begin next Monday 11th September and conclude on
Friday 22nd September (the last day of Term 3). Students
attending swimming will need to come to school with
their bathers on underneath their school uniform (sports
uniform is easier to get in and out of at the pools!) and
bring a towel, goggles and underwear to change into,
along with a plastic bag to put wet clothes into at the end
of their session. Perhaps packing a little extra food/fruit is
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a good idea, as we notice swimmers seems to get a little
hungrier throughout the day.
For those not swimming, they will continue learning back
at school either with their own teacher or with another
teacher from Grade 3 or 4. The PE department have
organised a timetable to ensure it runs as smoothly as
possible for students at the pools as well as back at school.
We are looking forward to an exciting fortnight!

Visit from Mandama Primary School staff
Staff from Mandama Primary School visited Alamanda
College today, as part of their professional development.
They were particularly interested in seeing how we use
McREL’s Classroom Instruction That Works framework
alongside the department High Impact Teaching HITS. The
teachers also commended Alamanda College for how
students have pride in their work, high consistency across
the classrooms, the quality of student workbooks, student
voice and the goal setting process within the classrooms
for literacy and numeracy.
Have a safe and fun weekend everyone!
Dare to be wise,

Georgia Bell, Jaymee Stigwood and Suzi Koneski
Acting Leading Teachers
on behalf of the Grade 2/3 Mini School

News from Year 4

INQUIRY
The grade 4’s have been learning
about architecture in our inquiry. The
central idea is:Modern architecture
reflects ancient innovation. In 4D we
designed our own buildings and wrote
down the building name, the purpose
of the building, the front view, the
inside layout and the materials for the
building. We also created information
reports about ancient or modern
buildings and we used the structure
of an information report. Then we
created a Venn Diagram about the
similarities and differences between
modern and ancient buildings. We
displayed the building materials, the
architecture style and the differences
between the technologies. We also
did some posters about ancient
civilisations. They are: Aztecs, Middle
Ages,
Ancient
Egypt,
Ancient

Greece, Ancient
Rome, Ancient
China and the Indus Civilisation. The
year 4 department put a lot of effort
and research into this inquiry.

scene, they need interesting and
exciting orientations and suspenseful
conclusions to logically close the
story.

WRITING
Historical narratives
The grade 4s have been writing
historical
narratives
for
our
architecture
inquiry
modern
architecture reflects on ancient
innovations. These historical narratives
include ancient architecture and real
historical events implemented into
their narratives. These narratives were
set in ancient times during the rise of
great civilisations. Before we started
our historical narratives we researched
for facts about the civilisation which
were to be included in the story.
Historical narratives needed to have
descriptive introductions to set the

ROBOTICS AND NUMERACY
In term three, the year fours have
been lucky to have access to the
probots, the robots that can be
programmed to draw simple shapes
or complicated patterns. In our first
session with the robots, students in 4D
learnt to make probots draw shapes
like squares and triangles. At the end
of the day we did a race to the library
and it was heaps of fun! In our second
lesson with the probots, we had
special markers which we could use
to put in the probots to make them
draw pictures. It was challenging
but lots of fun. We made them draw
squares, triangles and write a letter.
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News from Year 5
cave, a safe haven from the snow and
ice. He lays there bleeding. Though he is
wounded he never gives up, because
he is a hunter, and hunters never give up.

Two weeks ago, the students of
Alamanda College participated in Book
Day. On the day, the Year 5 students
dressed up as a character from a book.
It was exciting to see everyone in their
costumes at the parade!

Legs as stiff as stone
Streaking past goes
the cheetah
Leaping and gliding
Up and down
Looking for a home

After the character parade, the Year 5
students were split into groups to spend
the day with one of the Year 5 teachers.
The idea is that the teacher leading
the group shares a ‘mentor text’ with
the students. A mentor text is any high
quality piece of writing that a teacher
may use in order to teach a particular
writing concept such as the author’s
choice of language features. The
students use the author’s writing as an
exemplar to write their own piece, using
what they have learned.

THE HUNTER OF THE HILLS by Christiaan
The Wolf gracefully treads over the hills,
he slides across the frozen lakes. He
strides across the frozen tundras. Snowy
mountains circle around him, trapping
him in an endless winter. He spots a lone
rabbit and plots his attack. He quietly
slivers through the thorny bushes. The
rabbit spots his glowing eyes and bolts
away. The wolf follows, lurking closer by
the second. Finally he pounces, digging
his sharpened teeth deep into the
helpless rabbit. H e stares at the moon
for a while, his teeth drenched in blood.
He continues walking, his fur glistening
in the moonlight. He flies past the
white plains and rocky hills. He streaks
past the withered trees and snowy
mountainsides, stopping for a moment,
out of breath. When he looks up he sees
great wooden structures.

In Ms Franco’s group, the students read
‘Midnight Tiger’ by Gillian Lobel and
Helen Lanzrein. They also shared the text
‘Fox’ by Margaret Wild and Ron Brooks.
Both of these texts centred around
animals in their habitat. Ms Franco’s
learning intention was that the students
use the beautiful, descriptive language
as inspiration for their own piece about
an animal in its habitat. The pieces
produced were lovely! Here are some
examples:
CHEETAHS By Makayla
Hissing through the swift dry land
Comes the fastest of them all
Warm dusty outlands
Fast, but careful.
Spotty like earth
Shimmering light skin
Body like shimmering stars
Wavering through the land
Crumbling dirt under the feet
Camouflaging in the dead grass
Pouncing out at other animals
Playful but dangerous
Gracefully creeping
12

The structures are lit by warm hanging
torches. For a moment, the wolf dreams
of this warm comfort. His dreams are
quickly crushed by the horrifying sound
of a gunshot. He quickly notices a
monster dressed in black, carrying a
long wooden pole. He pulls the pole
back and takes aim, the end of the pole
aimed right at the wolf. The wolf wants
to attack, but he hesitates, he knows
that he is outmatched. He soars away,
but before he can get far he hears it
again, the sound. Suddenly he feels a
sharp pain in his left leg. He is injured, but
he knows that he is a hunter and that
hunters never give up. He races away,
dragging his leg behind him. Across the
frozen lakes and white tundras. He soars
past the withered trees and rocky hills.
He makes it back to his home, a moonlit

THE MONARCH OF THE SAVANNAH
Written by Rinzen
In the deep forest lurks an intimidating
king. A king that’s a savage. A king that’s
like fire spreading through the forest of
prey. Prowling through the scorching
desert, making the flames hotter. He
glides through the shadows, stalking his
victim, waiting till the moment is right
to pounce. A body with orange fur, he
deceives his prey like an innocent cat.
The chase is on! He runs so swiftly as if he
is flying. With deep, gleaming eyes and
razor sharp teeth, he pounces! Rips the
skin open like a savage and enjoys his
meal with pride. As he roars with joy, the
animals hidden in the forest become
terrified. They hear the sound of danger,
danger coming their way.
WOLF Written by Isaac
Down under the tall soft snow-covered
trees, the bright white wolf races through
the snowy land, the icy wind rushing
through his smooth white woolly fur. He
pounces and flies on the crunching
snow on the rough rocks. The wolf halts
in a flash and his striking gold eye peers
at a small rabbit. He opens his mouth
wide, showing his sharp spiky teeth. His
long tail sways as he bends down and
leaps at his shocked prey.
His sharp teeth sink into the rabbit. The
snowy ground turns red as the wolf grips
his feast. He strolls through the crunchy
snow, moving swiftly on the snowy land,
coming up to a mighty mountain. He
moves as fast as lightning to his cool
cave he calls home. The rabbit is in his
mouth and with a blood red face he
devours a meal for the first time this
frozen winter. Afterwards, he curls up
into a ball and falls into a deep sleep.
Opening his glimmering eyes he sees
the sun streaming into his home.
In a slow-motion movement, he rises,
eating his welcoming breakfast of
leftover scraps. He scrapes the meat off
the bones of his prey.
It is the first new day of spring. He knows
he has made his move to survive the
freezing winter.

News from Year 6

All the Year 6s have arrived home
from camp and what an amazing
experience it was. Our camp was to
Tasmania which we discovered was
the second oldest state in Australia.
Whilst being there we learnt about the
history of Australia. We visited different
historical sites and museums. We arrived
in Davenport at 6.00am in the morning.
A bus was there as we arrived and
took us to Hobart, which is on the other
side of the island. My favourite place
throughout the whole camp was the
Tasmanian Devil Unzoo because we
got to feed to kangaroos. At the zoo
they explained to us about Tasmanian
devils, their habitat and what they
eat. I also enjoyed the Cascades
Female Factory. They explained what
happened to the females when they
were serving their sentence. Each
day the women would work for long
hours. They told us that if they became
pregnant whilst in prison they would
be allowed to go the nursery with their
baby after it had been delivered. Whilst
in there they could nurse their baby for
a little while before they would have
it taken away and returned to prison
duties. The main reason I liked the

Female Factory was because they
explained everything through role
play. It was interesting to watch and
it made us feel involved in the whole
experience.
Our accommodation whilst in Tasmania
was at a place called the Riverfront
Motel and Villas. Each cabin group had
a house with a kitchen, lounge room,
bedrooms, laundry and a bathroom.
We were very well looked after whilst
we were away having such yummy
meals and great facilities.
This camp was a fun, educational
experience. It was full of excitement. It
also taught us a lot about the history of
our country. - Hridey Kapoor- 6A
We all arrived in Davenport early in the
morning after a very smooth night on
the Spirit of Tasmania. Everyone was
very excited to be in Tasmania, even
though it was very cold. There were
numerous enjoyable activities that we
did, along with lots of new information
that we learnt. The activity I enjoyed the
most was visiting the Female Factory.
Our whole group was shown around

whilst we were watching two actors role
playing, giving us an insight into what
it would’ve been like to be a female
convict who has been transported to
Van Diemen’s land back then. I also
really enjoyed the many sights that
we got to see along our travels, which
included the Tasman’s Arch and the
Devil’s Kitchen. Port Arthur was also a
very fascinating place with amazing
scenery. It was quite difficult to imagine
what sort of life these convicts must’ve
been living back then, with such strict
rules and hard labour they were doing
for such small crimes.
One of the most interesting places we
went to was the Maritime Museum. We
had the chance to look at how the
Aboriginals made their boats, by using
the limited resources that they had
available to them. By simply using bark
they were able to make rafts, which
aided them in hunting a travelling
around.
Overall, it was such a fun experience
and also very educational for all of the
students who were lucky enough to
attend the camp. - Sienna Bramley- 6A
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Dear parents,
What a busy term it has been so far.
We’ve had book week, the Year 6
exhibition, various camps, Year 5
Science incursion, just to name a few.
One of the most rewarding things that
I do in my role is attending camps with the students and
staff. This gives me the opportunity to get to know the
students at a personal level and share some exciting and
educational learning experiences with them. Last week I
had the pleasure of attending the Year 6 Tasmanian camp.
The experience commenced with our 10 hour boat ride to
Tasmania followed by a bus ride where we stopped off
at Campbell town for a quick breakfast and viewed the
convict brick trail. We then visited the Mawson hut replica
museum. After the museum we walked to the Salamanca
market in Salamanca Place, Hobart where both groups
met to have lunch together before Group 1 departed for
Melbourne. Group 2 then headed to maritime museum
for a guided tour including a port walk and then headed
towards their accommodation. Day 2 - Port Arthur was a
breath taking experience for all of us. We took a walking
tour with an introduction to Port Arthur, it’s people and it’s
past as well as it’s beautiful historical buildings, gardens
and restored houses. Followed by a harbour cruise to the
dockyard, the isle of the dead cemetery and the Point
Puer Boys’ Prison and an introduction to the maritime
history of Port Arthur. We then set off to the Tasmanian
Devil Un-zoo where we had the privilege of feeding the
kangaroos and the wallabies, followed by a viewing of
the Tasmanian Devil feeding show and bird show. But my

most favourite experience was at the cascades female
factory historical site. We were in awe of the show and
felt real connection to the character. We were flooded
with emotions with how these poor convict women were
treated. I personally also enjoyed exploring a beautifully
preserved site and learning about an important period
in the history of Australia. Our experience ended with a
self-guided visit to the Tasmanian museum and art gallery
before having lunch and proceeding to the airport to come
home. Camping experiences are great opportunities for
all of us to connect and strengthen our relationships and
it’s a great opportunity to learn new skills, friendships and
interests. They also teach us inter-dependant skills, for
many children this is their first time away from their family.
Another benefit to camping experiences is to increase
environmental awareness. Children are exposed to
authentic historical and nature based experiences which
form wonderful memories that will stay with them for a
lifetime.
Congratulations to all in the Seussical Musical opening
night last night. This incredible team have been rehearsing
since Term 2 and their hard work has definitely paid off.
What an amazing show. There are still tickets available
for this weekend, so please come down and support this
wonderful spectacle.
Kind regards,

Jackie Daniali

Assistant Principal for the 4/5/6 mini-school

Specialist Subjects
Art News
We are happy to share with you 5
artworks creating by 6 of our Grade 3
students, to celebrate Mental Health
Week in the Wyndham community.
Students from schools in the area
were invited to create artworks based
on the theme, ‘What brings you joy
in life?’ Three of the girls (Chi Yeng
Chui, Anna Nguyen and Georgia
Sacdpraseuth) chose to represent
a day at the beach, describing the
water, their feet in the sand and
seeing the waves come in and out
brought them great joy. Mia Chiang
Hsieh chose to represent a day at
the snow, using an abstract drawing
to depict her idea. Ayesha and
Kresha Jaiswal chose to represent
Indian dancing and their love of the
colourful costumes they get to where,
this is what brings them joy.
The girls are now invited to attend a
morning at the Civic Centre to see the
opening of Mental Health Week and
we will attend to view other artworks
that have been entered.

The girls used lunch times to complete their work and should be proud of their
commitment and effort they put into these impressive pieces of work.
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