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Inspire, Shine, Create.

Dare to be wise.

Dear Parents and Families,
Celebrations and congratulations from around the
mini-school to many of our talented and hardworking
students. Hriday Kapoor and Dravin Dileep attended a
Wynspeak competition last week, where they progressed
through a range of rounds, presenting both pre-prepared
and impromptu speeches. The boys have presented
their prepared speeches at assembly, and their effort,
confidence and passion was greatly appreciated by staff
and students. Dravin has won the Junior Final for Round 4,
and will prepare for the next round with the support of Mrs
McCarthy and Miss Sobey.
Alamanda has also been shining in the sporting arena.
Students have participated in interschool soccer,
badminton and netball, as well as cross country. The Year 8
Girls Badminton team progressed into the next stage after
only losing a total of three points in their grand final. Ben Rollo
(who came second!), Vincent Djaja, Antony Wiryawan and
Bernice Liaw of Year 8, and Frazer Pike and Henrick Stiens
of Year 9 are training hard for their next cross country, after
great results in the Western Metropolitan Regional Finals on
Friday – overall an outstanding effort from the whole cross
country team. Soccer teams from Year 8 participated in

a district competition, with the girls team coming second,
and the boys team finishing third.
The Year Nine to Ten transition information evening was
held last week, with 80 students and parents from Year
9 attending a presentation, and question and answer
session held by Point Cook Senior and Werribee Secondary
College. Both Senior High schools outlined the programs that
they offer – Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) at Point
Cook Senior, and a ‘Link’ program for students attending
Werribee Secondary for the IB Diploma Programme (IB DP).
Parents are encouraged to visit school ‘open days’ to help
them make a decision about where to send their children
for Years Ten, Eleven and Twelve.
Attitudes to School Survey is being completed by the school
this week, with students being a reflection of our core work.
With a focus on student learning, social engagement and
teaching, the survey results are used by the teaching staff
to monitor the relevance of our programs that are run both
inside and out of the classroom.
House athletics are almost upon us. On June 8th, each
house will compete to win at the Werribee Athletics Track.

IMPORTANT DATES
Athletics Carnival
8th June
Year 7 CYC The Island Camp
18th-20th June
Last Day of Term 2
29th June
First Day of Term 3
16th July 2018

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Dogs are not permitted within the
Alamanda school grounds unless
given approval by the Principal.
The exception to this policy is
for dogs that assist people with
disabilities.
The purpose of this notice is
to support the promotion of a
safe school environment and to
ensure the safety of all students,
toddlers, and parents within the
school yard.

All students are expected to attend the day. The students attending the Uluru
trip will be fundraising on the day, selling sausages and drinks at a student run
sausage sizzle, with funds going towards resources to donate to schools in Alice
Springs.
Dare to be wise,

Kirsten Sullivan and Ryan Ma
Acting Assistant Principal
Secondary School
Alamanda College

Year 7 Science
As we explore mixtures in Science, we
have been using many new words
to describe types and properties of
mixtures, as well as participating in
many experiments such as finding the
saturation level of water at different
temperatures with salt.
To demonstrate their understanding of
new vocab, after participating in an
experiment, students used the Visible
Thinking Routine ‘Headlines’ to create
a headline for our science lesson.
Visible Thinking Routines are simple
structures that foster creativity and
curiosity in students. The ‘Headlines’
routine allows students to summarise
the big ideas or what stands out from
a lesson.
Here are some examples from classes
this week:
‘Students surprise when the discover
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water’s saturation level with solutes’ –
Yanah, 7F
‘Is salt insoluble?’ – Kya, 7E
‘Science teacher gets salty and
students find a solute for the solution’
– Kevin, 7F
‘Mixtures will amaze! Saturation blows
kids’ minds!’ – Vedanghi, 7E
‘Students mixing solutes and solvents
and learning difficult science words’ –
Min Jin, 7F
‘Salt in hot water… Equals a solution’
– Karen, 7E
‘Super
salty
solution
eventually
becomes saturated’ – Neona, 7F
‘Saturated
solutions
students’ – Aadav, 7F

from

salty

Recently in science, the year sevens
have been learning about the states of
matter. On the 21st of May, we learnt
how factors in nature affect the water
cycle. We learnt that El Nino means
less rain, and La Nina means more rain.
The diagram shown explains how a
volcano erupting affects the weather.

When a volcano erupts, gases and
particles emit a mixture of sulphur
dioxide which has a cooling affect,
and that reflects sunlight away from
the Earth. Underneath that diagram,
is the water cycle. The water in the
ocean evaporates and condenses
into the clouds. That causes rain. The

rain then falls into the rivers, and the
rivers then flow back into the ocean.
After all that, the cycle starts again.
We also did an experiment where a
cloud forms in a jar to show part of the
water cycle. - Naleize Kereti and Kyla
Kutia, 7C

Year 7 Debating & Public Speaking
DEBATING & PUBLIC SPEAKING

time limit to boot.

Debating to me, is a strong subject
anybody can take to establish a
big business. Debating can lead
anyone from bottom to top, and top
to bottom depending on who is a
stronger debater. The debating class
can strengthen our relationship with
debating by a mile, boosting the
public speaking aspect of us in the
process.

It wasn’t controversial topics we
debated about, at the same time, not
trivial issues like “cats v.s. dogs.” Just
current topics that didn’t cause too
much controversy (we’d been thrown
into the deep end on my first session).

Two teams: Positive and Negative
fight to conquer the other. A topic is
placed on the bench and it is time
to rumble. Researching for 15-25
minutes, we use this time to collect
data and to create the speech by
scratch, organising the team and
putting together our statements.
After that, we formally exclaim and
debate about what we believe in
and persuade the opponents, while
scoring points for the team. In the end,
the team who scores the most points
wins and is congratulated by the other
persuaders.
During my time in debating, it has and
was a fun and educational experience
for me. I learn a lot about how we can
set our tone with the speeches, in just
the nick of time. It is a useful skill for
anyone to learn to persuade or give
their opinion to other people. Children,
if they adapt this skill, it can be useful
in the future as well as sticky situations.
- Po-Hsu Chen, 7F
Debating was not a roasting session.
That was what we had to tell the
newcomers in every session, albeit
informally. They always seemed to
come in with that notion, seemingly
ignorant to the fact that it was called
‘Debating’ and not roasting or burning
or whatever it’s called now.
It was honestly just an argument,
except we had, or had not had
prepared speeches, and had actual
evidence to back it up. And a 1 minute

Not to mention a member of our
team crossed over to the other side,
and another hadn’t come up with
anything, which left us 2 against 4.
3 to…5 when all the speeches and
rebuttals were counted.
It was ironic when we won.

Like whether or not technology made
us lazy.
I found that session ironic. We had
been split into boys and girls, and
then split further into affirmative and
negative teams. Arguing for the
affirmative team, we’d ironically used
tech for our points, while the negative
team (we’d look over our shoulders
frequently to see what they’d written)
just decided to brainstorm points.

Needless to say, debating has
improved my public speaking skills a
lot.
At least, that’s what I think. -Yanah
Ibayan, 7F
‘’No! Puppies are better than kittens!’’
screams Dhruv. ‘’What are you talking
about!? Kittens are better than
puppies!’’ screams Po-Hsu. This is what

goes on every debating session every
week, every Thursday. Not really…
Throughout the course of this term,
students have gathered after school
to enhance their skills on debating and
public speaking. Teachers have given
us the resources and prompts so that
we can debate against each other
and convey our points of view on the
specific topic provided. These sessions
have supported us in all aspects of
public speaking from: Confidence,
projecting your voice, and making
eye contact with your audience. As
the year continues, we will continue
to debate on more controversial
topic that will challenge our thinking. Neona Kennett & Dhruv Kapoor, 7F
WYNSPEAK
‘Or else, the social islands that we
have created will continue to drift the
relationships further apart. Thank-you.’
On Tuesday 22nd May, myself and
Dravin Dileep from 7E represented
Alamanda College at the Wyndham
Youth Public Speaking Competition.
We were given the opportunity
because our parents showed interest
in us competing in public speaking
competitions. We prepared our

speeches and practised day and
night. We presented to different Year
7 classes who gave us feedback.
On the night, we competed against
Wyndham Central College, Point
Cook Senior College, Featherbrook
P-9 College, Westbourne Grammar
and many more. Dravin won the junior
competition and will be progressing
to the final. It was a really exciting
opportunity and gave us new public
speaking skills. We hope to compete
in this competition again and make
Alamanda proud again! -Hridey
Kapoor, 7F
YEAR 7 BOOK CLUB
A new activity that we are pursuing
in Year 7 this term is ‘Book Club.’ In
this, we will choose one or two John
Marsden novels to read. Each week,
1-2 lessons will be held so we, in our
clubs, can read a certain number of
pages independently before coming
together to discuss the text and any
wonderings that may surface in this
process. Working cooperatively as
well as independently will teach us
how to decipher deeper meanings
in these mature and complex stories.
To show our understanding, we will
use the resource, ‘OneNote’ to write

Year 8 Science
Currently in science we have been
focusing on the study of cells and
bacteria under the topic biology and
our inquiry “Pandemics may change
society”. Using and understanding
the functions of light microscopes, we
had the chance to have a view at
stomach, nerve, and more interesting
cells/organelles, as well as labelling
them. Consistently questioning, we
have now started on a mini project
on our chosen cell or bacteria. This
project will develop and deepen our
understanding of our body or the
world depending on our chosen topic.
- Gyumin Kim 8C

down a summary about what we now
know about the text. As a collective,
we are all immensely excited to begin
this topic as it will improve our reading
stamina, as well as the ability to
understand the themes and purposes
of the novels.-Inca Tan, 7F
CHESS
Chess is an exciting and strategical
game which requires a great deal of
thinking. On Thursday the 10th of May,
we went to Melton Secondary College
to participate in a zonal qualifiers
chess tournament. As an Alamanda
chess team, we won the middle years
division and came second place
overall. This resulted in us qualifying
for the middle years state finals. Our
team consisted of Max Kurian, Aadav
Vijayakumar, Takshil Kamineni, Abi
Pethe, Daniel Nguyen, Arya Krishna,
Akshat Srinivas, Parth Agarwal, Aditya
Agarwal, and Sohan Bongale. We
got 12 minutes each with a 3 second
increment for each move. Overall we
really enjoyed the chess tournament,
it was a great experience and we are
looking forward to the state finals.Aadav Vijayakumar, Takshil Kamineni
& Daniel Nguyen, 7F

Year 8 English & Humanities
This term, in English, year 8 students
have been exploring the statement
of inquiry, ‘Poetry and song reflect
personal and cultural experiences’.
Using their critical and creative
thinking, students have annotated
and explored a range of poems
to enhance their understanding of
poetic devices, rhyme schemes and
the intended and implied meaning of
the poem or song. Students are now
beginning to create their own poetry.
We have begun cultivating inspiration

by exploring our identity through the
exploration of our hands and the
importance of people and place in
shaping who we are.
In Humanities, students have been
developing their understanding of the
inquiry statement: ‘pandemics may
change societies’. Students have been
exploring a range of pandemics, such
as The Black Death and The Spanish Flu
in order to understand the impact that
a pandemic can have on a global

level. Students will continue to explore
a range of pandemics, not only ones
from the past, but health issues that
are currently affecting different areas
around the world. Students will then
explore the political, economic and
social impacts of a pandemic and
how it would be managed.
Please find some images below from
a range of learning tasks that students
have completed from this unit thus far:

Year 8 Psychology
Emily Kim: In psychology, we have
learnt about the functions and role
of the brain. We learnt that the brain
is the most complex organ in our
body, and controls everything we
do, including our breathing, heart
rate and blood pressure. We studied
various parts of the brain, and we even
had the pleasure of doing a lamb’s
brain dissection with Ms. Crossley. We
split up in pairs (or worked individually)
and dissected a lamb’s brain using a
scalpel, tweezers and scissors. We also
had to identify and label the lamb’s
brain with coloured pins. After that, we
wrote a lab report on the dissection
and did an activity where we made
and labelled a brain out of paper.
The experience was really exiting, and
helped us develop our understanding
of the brain even more.
Zainab
Olatundun:
Throughout
the course of the term, the Year 8
Psychology Elective students have
been learning about the brain. The
structures and functions of the nervous
system, cerebrum, cerebral cortex and
many more. To apply our knowledge of
the brain, on May 16th, we performed
a lamb brain dissection. The aim of
this experiment was to explore the
structure of a lamb’s brain. We were
able to find different parts of the brain
such as the thalamus, cerebrum,
brainstem and the cerebellum and
though there were some difficulties
in the experiment it was a great
experience and one I’ll never forget.
Hannah Hermawan: In psychology,
we did a brain dissection to explore
the different parts of the brain. We
dissected a lamb’s brain and looked
at the different parts within the brain.
While dissecting the brain we had to
identify different parts of the brain,
such as the different types of brain
matter and the two hemispheres.
The brain was really squishy and fun
to hold. It was a very enjoyable and
fun task that I think everyone in class
enjoyed.

F1 News
this term in the F1 program, Pro Class Team ‘SlipStream’ have been working
toward using cloud computing to simulate stresses on different designs and
materials to aid building a suspension system for their first prototype car!
Through research into available materials and influence from NASA and
Humvee, SlipStream has devised a printable in-wheel suspension system to carry
them to victory!
Through use of ‘Flow Design’ simulation software students have defined the
amount of force that will be on the car during a race, leading them to more
accurate stress testing of parts on Fusion360.

Design & Technology
From natural design to Alamanda desk lamp.
Year 8 students are embarking on an Adobe Illustrator design
challenge using the ‘trotec’ laser cutter and plywood to design
and produce function and aesthetically pleasing pieces of work.
This ‘Coral Lamp’ is the first of many to come.

Prese
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Tickets on
Trybookin

ents

riday 27th &Saturday 28th July
Alamanda College Theatre

n sale 1st of June at 9am.
ng.com or the school office

Adults $15
Children $10
Family of four$40

Year 9 1000 Steps Kokada Trail
On 22 May 2018, Year 9 students
vicariously experienced a sample
of the gruelling World War II Kokada
Campaign in 1942 fought heroically
by the ANZAC soldiers. Tying in with
our investigation into Australia at war
in the 20th Century, students marched
their way up the 1000-step climb to
gain a sense of the exhaustion felt by
ANZAC soldiers in Papua New Guinea.
They were
given the opportunity
to observe plaques depicting the
lives of those who fought and died
during the Kokoda campaign, whilst
experiencing the beautiful scenery
that the Dandenong Ranges has to
offer.
The following are two student
reflections, sharing their thoughts and
feelings of the excursion:

A WALK IN A SOILDERS SHOES.
On the 22nd of may 2018 Alamanda
College embraced ourselves for a
very steep stepped walk. We set off
for a long bus ride to the Dandenong
Ranges, Kokoda an hour and a half
bus trip prepared us for what was
going to strike.
Everyone gathered up and convinced
ourselves this isn’t as bad as conditions
soilders experienced, although it
was a replica it was very tough and
challenging. As we walked up the
slippery 1000 stairs, we examined the
plaques of soilders and their stories
during world war 2. Personally this
excursion made me realise of how
fortunate Australia’s community now
is in comparison to the past. Overall
this excursion was fun and empathetic
towards every pupil who was in
attendance. - Harry, 9B

Today we hiked the 1000 steps Kokoda
Trail in the Dandenong Ranges to
experience what the ANZAC soldiers
have gone through in the past. The
hike was indeed very tiring especially
when travelling uphill. It required a
significant amount of strength and
stamina. I could definitely relate to
the struggles the ANZACs had gone
through as the trail wasn’t in good
conditions. It was uneven, slippery and
could get really steep at some points.
What we went through however
was definitely not close to what the
ANZACs have gone through as they
had to carry heavy loads of supplies,
weapons and ammo. It was definitely
an unbelievable experience and a
tiring one as well. -Kaneindrra, 9C

