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Inspire, Shine, Create.

Dare to be wise.

Last week, Kirsten and I had the privilege of attending the
SWVR regional leadership conference which featured
leaders from across the South Western Victoria region.
This provided us with plenty of opportunity to hear
directly from the Minister of Education, James Merlino,
as well as Gill Callister, the Secretary of the Education,
and Bruce Armstrong, Deputy Secretary of the Regional
Services Group all while also providing us with networking
opportunities with other school principals and leaders
throughout the region. Three Keynote speakers, Michael
Fullan, Joanne Quinn and Simon Breakspeare provided us
with some intriguing and thought-provoking pedagogical
questions and frameworks to help us align our core work
with departmental expectations and guidelines.
One very interesting question which the speakers posed
was, ‘How will we prepare balanced global citizens with
a heart for servant leadership in an increasingly secular,
internationalised, technology driven fast changing world?’
Did you know that in 2028:
- Global population will be pushing 8.3 billion
- Islam will be the world’s largest religion with 2.2 billion
followers
- Chinese will be the most widely spoken language
followed closely by Spanish

- The ‘average’ person will be a 34-year-old Indian
man
- Wearable technology will be controlled by thought
- 50% of today’s jobs will be replaced by artificial
intelligence
- Car insurance will be a thing of the past as most cars
will be driverless
- The entire contents of the internet will be able to be
stored on DNA
- The most valuable and fought-over resource will be
water
- 62% of the world’s population will live in cities
- 1 in 3 people will live beyond 100 years of age
- Depression will be the second highest cause of disease
burden in middle income countries after obesity.
Which really begs the question, ‘Are we preparing our
students for a productive future or are we preparing
students for a world which existed 50 years ago?’
At Alamanda College, one of the areas which has
assisted us to distinguish ourselves ahead of the curve is
our involvement with the International Baccalaureate
program, which focuses on developing globally-minded
citizens who are lifelong learners, understanding that other

IMPORTANT DATES
Year 7 CYC The Island Camp
18th-20th June
Last Day of Term 2
29th June
Prep - Year 6 2PM finish time
Years 7-9 2:15PM finish time
First Day of Term 3
16th July 2018

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Dogs are not permitted within the
Alamanda school grounds unless
given approval by the Principal.
The exception to this policy is
for dogs that assist people with
disabilities.
The purpose of this notice is
to support the promotion of a
safe school environment and to
ensure the safety of all students,
toddlers, and parents within the
school yard.
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Point Cook
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people, with their differences, can also be right. There is also a core focus on both
the delivery of key knowledge, as well as a deeper, conceptual understanding
which stretches student thinking beyond just the simple recall of facts. The
emphasis on community action also helps to frame student understandings of
their place and role within the world that they live in. This leads me to think that
we are on the right track in terms of preparing our students for a future that is
fast-paced and ever-changing.
Last Friday, we held our annual Year 5-9 house sports athletic competition at
the Victoria University track at in Werribee where House Hollows, Clark, Wood
and Teo all competed for the title of house athletics champions for 2018. Mrs.
Tjia is still madly attempting to tally the results and combing through the record
books to see if new records have been established in the process. Winners will
be announced as soon as they are available. Please check the rest of the
newsletter to look at some of our exciting photos from the day.
Just another friendly reminder that the semester one reports will be available
via Compass shortly, please check for Skoolbag updates as to when they will
be available to be downloaded via the reports section in Compass. During
the last week of Term Two, Alamanda College will also be hosting our 3-way
conferences, where students will be provided with an opportunity to proudly
showcase their learning throughout this semester to their parents in the presence
of their teachers. A letter will be sent out shortly to refresh your memory to the
booking process if you have forgotten. If there are any questions and queries
please feel free to contact the office staff for further clarification.   
Dare to be wise,

Kirsten Sullivan and Ryan Ma
Acting Assistant Principal
Secondary School
Alamanda College

3-Way Conferences
Conferences will be held in the last
week of term – this is where students
lead a discussion about their learning
journey for Semester One with their
parents and teachers.
Secondary teachers will be available
between 3:10 and 6:30 on Monday
25th, Tuesday 26th and Wednesday
27th of June.
To accommodate these meeting
times, secondary students will finish
school on these dates at 2:50pm.
Please use Compass to book in with
your child’s teachers – logins will be
sent home for new families.
Students who see all their teachers will
go into the running to win a Google

Home Mini on the last day of term.
More information to be shared at
assembly.

WYNSPEAK
On Wednesday the 6th of June, I
was proud to represent my school
in the WynSpeak finals of 2018. The
competition was tough as I was
up against the best speakers in the
Wyndhahm area. The topic I chose
to speak about was video games as I
believe that they are more beneficial
than harmful. I tried to make my
speech as hilarious and engaging
as possible. I also tried my best to
connect with the audience with
experiences that the audience would
have surely gone through. I have
always felt confident on stage and this
is why I brought up the idea of public
speaking to my teachers and am very

grateful to them for providing this
wonderful opportunity. Sadly, I did not
win the finals, maybe the judges had
bad experiences with video games
and kids, however I congratulate the
winners for their efforts on the night. I
had heaps of fun and of course there
is always next year!
Just in case any students are interested
for next year, there is a little incentive
of $400 to be won! Make sure you get
involved!
By Dravin Dileep 7E

Year 7 Interschool Netball (Boys)
On Tuesday the 5th of June, a group
of year 7 boys proudly represented
Alamanda College in the junior
interschool netball competition. Here
are a few reflections from the day:
Carlos 7E- “We were excited when we
turned up, but also nervous when we
saw the other teams. We played the
first game but didn’t do as well as we
hoped which lead us to drop our heads
a little bit. When Miss Sobey spoke to
us about what we could improve on
we felt motivated and improved in the
next game. We continued to persist
throughout the day getting some
excellent goals. Although we didn’t
win overall, we were really proud of
how we went during the day.”
Caleb 7E- “We were really excited
on the day when we arrived but
compared to the other the teams we
were out sized and with only 4 training
sessions, realised that we could not
perform as well as we hoped. We tried
our best but could not overcome the
obstacle of year 8’s and little training
sessions. We all had fun and would
definitely do it again.”

Hocjee 7E- “One challenge of the day was that we versed year 8’s who were
all bigger and taller than all of us. Although other students seemed more
experienced we still tried our best and had fun.”
Dwayne 7E- “The year 7 boys went to Altona Stadium to play a few matches of
netball. Sadly, although we tried our hardest, we lost all of our matches. But our
loss just reflected that with more time to prepare we wold have been in better
shape to give the other teams a run for their money!”

Year 7 Interschool Netball (Girls)
Last week, 9 year 7 girls went to Altona
Sporting Centre and competed against
five teams across the western suburbs
of Melbourne. Some competition really
challenged our skills and teamwork,
however we overcame these obstacles
and ended up getting into a final and
finishing 3rd out of 10 teams. We have
been training very hard since the start
of the year, on Thursday afterschool,
Monday mornings and Thursday lunch
times. One thing that we really enjoyed
about this experience was getting to
know each of our team mates and
adjusting to each other’s strengths and
weaknesses in order to work as a team.
We are looking forward to participating
in the next netball competition next term
to help each other expand our skills and
work together as a team once again.
By Lilah Hillier 7A and Stella O’Connor 7

Year 7 Community experience–Guide Dogs
Victoria

As part of our community experience
we were offered the privilege to meet
Colleen, a visually impaired person
with the companionship of a furry
colleague called Freeman. She came
into the school and talked about her
experience as a visually impaired
person and how a guide dog benefits
her everyday life. She mostly spoke
about how the dogs were raised to fill
in the job and how they were trained
to resist different distraction such as,
food, loud sounds and bright lights. She
also expressed her opinion in different

matters like the cost that a visually
impaired person would have to pay
to get a reliable guide dog, which is
way too much to pay in the only 12
years of life that an average guide
dog has. Our action with Colleen was
fund raising to help the unsighted with
the cost of a guide dog that will assist
them with their everyday chores to
benefit their everyday life. - By Maria
Sierra 7A

While we were spending our time with
Colleen and Freemen, she explained
everything about Guide Dogs Victoria,
and how the wonderful organisation
that is helping blind people in Victoria.
By making regular contributions to
Guide Dog training programs, this
helps adorable puppies grow into
highly skilled Guide Dogs to help vision
impaired people enjoy their lives the
way they would when they had full
vision. Guide dogs are an alternative

support other than white sticks that
blind people use. An example in which
they can support a vision impaired
person is if they are crossing a road and
they do not see the car coming neither
would the stick, however, a dog would
sense the car, so it will immediately
stop. Having Colleen come and share
her unique knowledge with us, was
very interesting and engaging learning
experience. - By Oliver Tarakaturi 7B

Year 7 & Year 8 Wood Technology
The Wood Technology program here
at Alamanda College is supported
in part by two local businesses who
kindly donate recycled and new
timbers to us. This enables our students
to craft one of a kind and unique
timber pieces along with gaining
an insight and understanding about
various timbers and the importance of
sustainability.
Urban Salvage owned and operated
by Andy Mineur is a timber recycling
company located in Spotswood,

they specialise in flooring, decking
and furniture boards. We are one of
the schools within the surrounding
area that Urban Salvage donates
timber shorts to. We have used
these to make chopping boards
with the Year 7 students, this is their
introduction to Wood Technology and
production piece they are able to
take home. More recently we have
made chopping boards from the
donated timber to support fundraising
for cancer research as part of our
community projects.

The other business supporting us with
timber shorts and off-cuts is MSP Stairs.
MSP Stairs are a Williamstown family
owned stair building and installing
business. The owner of the business
Stephen Hick has little to no choice in
his donations to our school given he is
the younger brother of Michael Hick
our Wood Technology teacher here at
Alamanda College.
We would like to say ‘THANK YOU’ to
both Urban Salvage and MSP Stairs for
their generous and kind donations of

Year 7 & Year 8 Wood Technology

timber to our students!!! Without this
support our students wouldn’t be able
to work with the variety of timbers that
are donated such as Vic Ash, Jarrah
and Spotted Gum.

Our Year 8 students are coming to
the end of their Semester 1 and are
in the final stages of completing their
production pieces which are LED,
acrylic and timber lamps. This is the
first time at Alamanda College we
have attempted such a project for our
students and each and every student
is excited about the completion of
their project and the work that they
have put into it along with the new
skills they have learnt.
Here are some of the Year 7 and 8
projects and production pieces:

Year 8 English/Humanities

The Night We Met
By Vivienne Yeoh, 8E
When the sun set on the ocean blue,
faded into the hues
of the technicolour sky.
As the waves crashed
yet the stars aligned
and your heart burned in sync with mine.
It’s as if the string that connects the fated two souls together just tied.
Oh, take me back to the night we met.
I’m hopeless and pleading, please teach me what to do
when I’m haunted by the ghost of you.
Every word exchanged whispers the song of your gentle words as if you’re playing the feeble strings
of a violin.
Every place my fingers trace reminds me of your gentle touch and embrace, hidden away, the happiest we’ve ever been.
Everything I see brings back the flooding memories
of the adventures and the secret midnight hazy-eyed drives.
As the stars shined and twinkled in our peripheral vision of the night sky.
As I hoped that we’d never have to say goodbye.

Year 7 & Year 8 Wood Technology

Year 8 Textiles

The design of my t-shirt met the
design brief and product criteria. It
is comfortable to wear and fits me
perfectly and is dip-dyed with a dark
blue shade to add a spark of colour.
I ensured that I stuck to the design
brief and carried out my original
plan successfully. The design appeals
to my unique style, and fits with the
‘ruffled-sleeves’ trend. The sewing and
production of the t-shirt was carried
out quite successfully. Although I
made some mistakes along the way,
mostly during the sewing of the ruffled
sleeves, I could correct these mistakes,
and my final result was not significantly
impacted. I feel that my overlocking
was done quite well as I ensured that
the fabric was being cut off, as it was
being overlocked. However, due to
some threading problems with the
overlocker, parts of the overlocking
ended up being loose. I ensured
that I followed a proper plan, step by
step, and carefully created my t-shirt.
When it came to dyeing the t-shirt, I
attempted to properly dip-dye my tshirt for the first time. Although there
were a few patches in the dyeing, the

result was what I had expected - a
blue gradient effect.
My time management throughout
the design process was good. I was
always on track and finished my t-shirt
quite quickly, considering that I spent
quite a lot of time in my investigation,
when creating my sleeves. I ensured
that I set a clear target for what I was
to achieve each session and carried
out what I had originally planned
effectively. My production plan shows
roughly how long each stage of the
process took me and which parts I
spent the least or most time on.
I did experience a few challenges
throughout the process of designing
and producing my t-shirt. When
creating my ruffled sleeves, I did not
use the correct type of stitch width and
length when creating my gathering
stitch, which therefore made it hard
to pull the thread without it breaking.
I attempted this once more using
the correct stitch, but sewed only
one gathering stitch, making the
thread break once again, as I pulled

it. Overall, I required some help and
guidance for the various steps taken
to sew my t- shirt together. However,
I feel that I can create my next t-shirt
much more independently next time,
as I am familiar with the steps and
process.
I am extremely proud of myself this
term as I have achieved many goals
when creating my t-shirt. This is the
first piece of clothing that I have
made, and hence the entire process
was a major learning experience;
which included using new techniques
such as overlocking and dyeing. I
learnt much about the design cycle
and found that it helped in clearly
organising my thoughts and creating
proper plans for my design. I came up
with an effective design for my t-shirt
and successfully created what I had
originally planned. One of my biggest
achievements is learning how to
overlock, which will remain extremely
useful in several future projects.
~Nidhi Anand

Year 9 Textiles

This semester, our task was to create
an outfit from top to bottom out
of full Calico, which is called the
‘Calico Challenge’. At the start of this
assessment I had a lot of trouble looking
for a design, because nothing really
suited my own style and what I would
usually wear. I decided that I would
create the outfit for a mannequin
instead. That made it easier for me to
choose a design. I decided to make
a non sleeved top with a short/long
skirt. At first I had designed the colours
to be purple and black, but later on, I
changed it to all black so that it would
just look like a long black dress.
I didn’t have much trouble starting
to make the skirt, but I learnt many
new skills when making the top. The
hardest part of the skirt was adding
the elastic band to the waist. I had to
sit down for what felt like forever, and
when I finally finished, it didn’t even fit
on the mannequin. I found out that
the mannequin’s waist is 79cm, I cut
out 60cm for the band (because it
will stretch), but then when I sewed

the two edges of the elastic band
together, it was already a loss of 3cm.
I then had to redo the whole process
with a new elastic band, and it fit.
That was the last part of the skirt and it
was the longest process of all. The skirt
that I made was short at the front and
it goes around long at the back. So
another part of the skirt that I found a
little difficult was hemming the bottom
of the skirt. During this process, I learnt
that the over locking thread cannot
be dyed, and because I dyed my
dress after the sewing I had to over
lock using the black machine.
When starting the top, I was already
warned that it would be harder than
the skirt, and it was. I learnt so many
new skills that I had not done before,
like basting and using bias tape. They
were all new skills that I had to learn.
I personally think that the bias tape
is a very fine resource to use. All the
folding and sewing was so fun to do.
This whole project in general was very
enjoyable. I started to actually really
get into it when making the top. There
was nothing major in this project that I

had a really hard time with and there
wasn’t really anything that went really
terribly wrong, besides that fact that I
got the size wrong for the skirt.
I realised that I had been going
through this project in a different order
to everyone else. While everyone else
was dyeing their fabric, I was sewing.
Then when I finally dyed my dress
everyone else was sewing. My time
management during this project was
really good and I created my outfit
really quickly, and I am happy with
how everything turned out. I am really
proud of myself for making something
like this. But I personally think that I
chose a project a little bit too easy
which is maybe how I finished so
quickly. If I did this calico challenge
again, next time I will really challenge
myself in making something much
harder.
~ Keisha Wiranto

Year 9 News
As the end of term 2 approaches, the
year 9 students are busy publishing
their e-portfolios and preparing their
presentations for 3-way conferences
in the final week of term. These can
complement their reports and provide
evidence of their capabilities when
submitting applications to prospective
Year 10 schools.

a boys soccer team, and a girls and
a boys badminton team representing
Alamanda College at various venues
around the district on Wednesday 20th
June. Please check with your child to
see if they are attending and ensure
their permission slip has been returned.
Regards,
Sarah O’Connor

Within the subject of Health, the
students
have
been
inquiring
into the effectiveness of support
networks within the school and wider
community. A component of this has
been to raise awareness and promote
their knowledge of social interactions,
managing and minimising stresses and
maintaining healthy lifestyle choices.
Below are some student submissions,
be sure to keep a look out for these
around the school.

The Year 9 winter interschool sports
competitions are fast approaching
and it has been pleasing to see a range
of students engaged and committed
to attending before school trainings
in preparation for this day. We will
have a girl’s netball team, a girls and

Romeo & Juliet’s Midsummer Night’s Dream
I was asked to create a poster to
adervtise our school production, Romeo
and Juliet’s Midsummer Night’s Dream.
I have used illustrator to complete the
advertising brief given to me. During
the experience I have learnt how to use
many of the basic and more advanced
features of illustrator, as well as giving
me more experience in designing for a
client. I wanted to volunteer for this job
as it’s a good opportunity to gain some
extra design work as my aspirations for
my future is to be a graphic designer.
I will be adding this to my portfolio for
my future career path. Seeing my work
around the school has been a cool
experience because it gives me a sense
of accomplishment, especially with the
tight deadline. - Noah Pompey, 9B
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Tickets on
Trybookin

ents

riday 27th &Saturday 28th July
Alamanda College Theatre

n sale 1st of June at 9am.
ng.com or the school office

Adults $15
Children $10
Family of four$40

Year 9 Top Design Excursion
On Wednesday 6th of June, the Year
9 cohort travelled into Melbourne
to attend the Top Design Exhibition
at Melbourne Museum. Students
ventured into the city via public
transport, which provided a fantastic
opportunity for students to practice
independence and critical thinking
when planning their journey.
When at the Museum, students first
viewed exhibitions on our dynamic
Earth and the complexities of the
human mind, before entering the
Top Design Exhibition. When viewing
the exhibits, students identified a
designer that they connected with
and spent time reviewing the portfolio
and product that the designer had
produced. This review will help to
extend the students’ understanding
of what processes are undertaken by
designers and will assist them in their
own design journey before the end of
year exhibition.
We would like to thank the students
for their excellent attitude shown
throughout the day and look forward
to extending the students toward our
Design & Art Exhibition.
The Electives Team

