Principal Lyn Jobson

PREP CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 2 2018

Dear Parents and Guardians,
We would like to welcome all our families
back to the ‘Burrow’ at Alamanda College.
The Prep students have continued to
settle in well to their daily routines, and the
teachers have been very proud to note the
children’s independence and enthusiasm
when entering their classroom every day
ready for learning.

IMPORTANT
DATES
Monday 24th May
Curriculum Day: Students not
required at school
Monday 11th June
Public Holiday: Queen’s
Birthday
Mon 25th to Thurs 28th June
Three Way Student Led
Conferences (to be confirmed)
Friday 29th June
Last day of Term Two
Monday 16th July
First day of Term Three
Please note that Term 2 is the
beginning of our Winter terms,
which means students will be
required to wear the Alamanda
Winter uniform and hats are
optional during Term Two and
Three.

During Term Two the students will continue
to build on their knowledge of the Primary
Years Programme (PYP), as they develop
their understanding of themselves and the
world they live in. We will be encouraging
students to develop not only their academic
skills and knowledge, but also their kindness
and empathy toward others and themselves
through living the Learner Profile and
Attributes.
The students have been continuing to build
and foster relationships in both classroom
and play situations and learning about the
school values, with the continued aim of
establishing a positive learning community
within their classroom and around the
‘Burrow’. Each class has become familiar
with the Primary Years Programme (PYP)
Learner Profile and Attitudes, which has
assisted them in creating our classroom
Essential Agreements during term one and
will be reflected on as their understanding
of the PYP develops during term two.
We hope that the time you spend here at
Alamanda College will continue to be a
happy and enjoyable one.
UNIT OF INQUIRY

- The roles in the community
- Features of communities inside,
around and outside our classroom
- Respectful communication both
verbal, non- verbal and additional
language
During this Unit of Inquiry, we are
continuously encouraging students to
become involved in our community by
asking how can we make a difference in
the lives of others? We will be focusing on
encouraging students to take action that is
driven by their own understandings of our
Unit of Inquiry.

Throughout the Unit of Inquiry, the students
have been exposed to a range of viewings,
provocations and local excursions to
explore and provoke thoughts, wonderings
and discussions among the students. This
approach has provided the students with
the opportunity to explore, inquire and
communicate their knowledge and ideas
with their peers and further develop their
wonderings over the course of the Unit of
Inquiry.
For each Unit of Inquiry students will
be given the opportunity to bring in an
artefact to support their understanding
of the central idea. Artefacts will create
an opportunity for continual discussion
within the classroom and the students will
be encouraged to independently make
connections with the Unit of Inquiry.
This approach to their learning allows
the students to become natural inquirers
and risk-takers by further developing
their confidence when presenting their
connections and knowledge with the class.
Primary Resources (parent speakers,
textbooks, videos, incursions/excursions)
will be used throughout the year to enhance
the student’s enduring understandings
throughout each Unit of Inquiry. We
recognise that many parents have stories/
expertise/ideas related to our Unit of
Inquiry. If you are interested in becoming
a Primary Resource, please contact your
classroom teacher.
INQUIRY INTO LANGUAGE

The on-going focus in language sessions
will be to build up a range of strategies to
read and comprehend texts. There will
be a continued focus on developing the
student’s concepts about print, such as:
front and back of the book, reading from

left to right, the difference between a letter
and a word, one to one correspondence
(which means reading one word out loud
for every word that is written on the
page), and the concept of beginning and
ending of sentences. Students will also
focus on developing strategies to assist
them in reading a new text such as: using
the picture, recognising an increasingly
large bank of high frequency words, and
continuing to develop their understanding
of the relationships between letters and
the different sounds they can make. We
will focus on the comprehension strategies
of prediction (thinking about what could
happen next in the text, using your prior
knowledge) and thinking aloud (explaining
your thinking and reasoning out loud). As
we move along in the term all students will
continue to set personal reading, writing
and oral language goals using the WA First
Steps continuum.
In Prep your child will be supported in
choosing appropriate reading material to
read at home using the application PM
which will also be supported throughout
daily classroom practice. Students will
be encouraged to explore a range of new
texts, both through our Unit of Inquiry and
ongoing author studies looking into writer’s
craft, including Leo Leonni, Oliver Jeffers,
Mo Willems, Mem Fox and Dr Seuss.
To compliment, our inquiry into language we
will be continuing to focus on handwriting:
pencil grip, letter size and letter formation
and using the correct dotted third lines to
form Victorian modern cursive. Students will
be learning to use uppercase and lowercase
letters correctly during independent writing
sessions. We will encourage the students
to be risk takers by having a go at writing
words they know and using their knowledge
of letter/sound relationships to assist them
to strive for accuracy using class recourses
including THRASS charts to assist with this
development. They continue to unpack and
investigate blends (such as th, sh, ch) and
dependable rimes (‘at’ in cat, hat, sat) and
how they work in words. Students writing
will become more complex, and students
will begin to add more information into
their writing drafts with a focus around
completing the writing cycle and publishing
a piece of work.

INQUIRY INTO MATHEMATICS

In Number and Algebra students will
continue to build upon their understanding
of numbers to 100 and beyond through
daily counting, both forwards and
backwards from a range of starting points.
An emphasis will be placed upon counting
patterns, such as odd and even numbers,
and counting by 10s and 5s to 50 and
beyond. Students will continue to develop
their understanding of number concepts
through hands-on practical activities and
the use of concrete materials, such as unifix
cubes, icy pole sticks, counters, hundred
charts and tens frames. We will continue
to connect number names, numerals and
quantities through our daily 100 days
of school focus and will subitise small
collections of objects. Students will begin
to develop their understanding of addition
and model addition by placing two groups
of objects together and counting the
combined group. They will add numbers by
counting forwards, initially to 20. In relation
to our second Unit of Inquiry ‘We build a
successful community when we work as a
team’, we will be exploring the purpose of
money and developing the understanding
that money holds a value. Students will have
the opportunities to participate in role-play
experiences involving the exchange of
money and they will develop skills around
coin and note recognition.
In Measurement and Geometry students
will focus on using and understanding the
everyday language of time, such as days
of the week, months of the year, and the
vocabulary ‘yesterday, today, tomorrow’.
Students will continue to sequence days of

the week, linking days to familiar and regular
events (such as ‘We have P.E. on Thursday.’).
Prep students will also begin to compare
the length of items, (and themselves), using
uniform and informal units to measure,
and understanding that when we compare
objects, the unit of measurement must be
the same size. Students will begin to use the
language of measurement, such as longer/
shorter to describe objects. We explore
location and transformation in relation to
our inquiry ‘How We Organise Ourselves’
by describing the position of objects and
following directions to familiar locations
around the community. This will lead into
developing the students understanding and
ability to interpret simple maps.
In Statistics and Probability students will
continue to build upon their understanding
that information can be sorted by developing
their knowledge of data collection by asking
and answering yes/no questions with
student driven questions directly relating
to the current unit of inquiries. Students
will be asked to represent their findings
with bar graphs, picture graphs, objects and
drawings. They are also developing their
ability to interpret the data displayed in a
bar graph and picture graph.
INFORMATION,
COMMUNICATION
AND TECHNOLOGY

ICT will be integrated in all areas of the
curriculum. Students will use a variety of
iPad applications to complement their
Literacy and Numeracy learning. They
will use Literacy applications such as PM
and Kids A-Z for take home reading. In
Numeracy, students will use a range of

applications including Mathletics to work
on individual Numeracy goals. In addition
to the above applications, students will
continue to explore and unpack a variey pof
applications as part of their daily learning
in the classroom such as: Eggy Words,
PicCollage, BrainPop Jr and Primary writer.
Please ensure your child comes to school
with their iPad fully charged every day as it
is a valuable learning tool.
INQUIRY INTO
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

At foundation - two level, students engage
in digital technologies. Digital technologies
involve developing an understanding of
the underpinnings of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) and
how ICT actually works. It is engaging,
encourages creativity, promotes problem
solving, and develops solution minded
thinking. The digital technologies strand
complements learning in Unit of Inquiry,
Language and Mathematics, allowing
for students to extend thinking, develop
conceptual understandings and consolidate
knowledge.
In Prep students will inquire into digital
technologies through the use of BeeBots.
They will investigate how to program
BeeBot using directional coding using
arrows to represent the direction. Scenarios
will be explored, linking to the Unit of
Inquiry, to allow for students to showcase
their understanding and thinking of both
digital technologies and our Unit of Inquiry.
Students will begin to unpack key digital
technology vocabulary and strengthen their
problem-solving skills and ability to work
cooperatively.
AN INQUIRY INTO
ART & DESIGN

At Foundation level, students explore visual
arts. They make and share their artworks
with peers and experience visual arts as
audiences.
Students become aware of whom artists,
craftspeople and designers are, and that
they express their ideas through different
art forms and visual expressions.
As they make and respond to visual
artworks, students identify art forms in
different social and cultural contexts. They
make artworks as an artist and view them as
an audience.

The inquiry for the first Semester remains
based around the central idea ‘Nature
Inspires Creativity and Play Through All
Senses’. Children will create artworks in
response to a range of stories, media, images
and artworks. They will begin experiencing
visual arts from artists - locally and globally,
now and in the past, by men and women,
and by people of different backgrounds.
This term, children will create artworks
inspired by the famous French artist Henri
Matisse. They will inquire into the artists
use of colour and shape, including shapes
inspired by nature. They will begin this
unit by explore and playing with different
ways of arranging and selecting shapes for
creative purposes. In addition, they will
explore colour combinations. Children will
have the opportunity to ask questions about
the artists and his artworks, continuing
to develop curiosity for the arts. They will
continue to discuss and reflect upon their
own artwork and the artwork of others.
Children will select tools, materials and
processes in the form painting, cutting
and collage, with a focus on building fine
motor skills. They will learn fundamental
skills that will enable them to combine the
art elements of colour and shape. Children
will engage in the design and creation of a
Henri Matisse inspired collage. They will
have the opportunity to participate in both
individual and collaborative activities.
Along with the PYP learner profile, children
will learn to take responsibility for the care
of tools and materials and for their own and
others’ safety in the Art environment. They
will be open minded to new concepts and
ideas and be courageous when challenged
with new skills and techniques.

AN INQUIRY DRAMA

At foundation level in drama, students
begin to explore how different forms of
expression can be used to communicate
and reflect stories and ideas. Students will
have the opportunity draw inspiration from
communities; exploring actions, traditions
and stories within local and broader
communities. This exploration will be
focused around a range of dramatic forms
including re-enactment, puppetry, roleplay, mask-work and improvisation.
Students will practise a variety of skills
to successfully use their voice, facial
expressions, movement and space to
develop, communicate perform different
characters and scenarios. Students will
have the opportunity to use these skills
within a collaborative learning environment
to rehearse and present performances that
communicate their ideas to an audience
and express their connection to community
developed throughout the unit.
During drama classes students will be
encouraged to be risk-takers; to display
confidence when participating in unfamiliar
or challenging learning activities. While
collaborating with peers, students will
engage in key communication and social
skills to successfully listen to, develop and
express ideas within groups. The drama
unit will foster students curiosity on the
communities which exist around them;
encouraging them to be imaginative in their
expression of ideas and stories.

AN INQUIRY INTO
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The curriculum for prep builds on and
supports students to make decisions
to enhance their health, safety and
participation in physical activity. The
content enables students to explore their
own sense of self and the factors that
contribute to and influence their identities.
Students learn about emotions, how to
enhance their interactions with others, and
the physical and social changes they go
through as they grow older.
The content explores health messages
and how they relate to health decisions
and behaviours and examines strategies
students can use when they need help.
The content also provides opportunities
for students to learn through movement.
It supports them in broadening the range
and complexity of fundamental movement
skills they are able to perform in a range
of settings, including indoor, outdoor and
aquatic. They learn how to select, transfer
and apply simple movement skills and
sequences individually, in groups and in
teams.
Students also further develop their
knowledge, understanding and skills in
relation to movement by exploring simple
rule systems and safe use of equipment
in a variety of physical activities and
games. Through active participation, they
investigate the body’s response to different
types of physical activities. In addition,
students develop personal and social skills
such as cooperation, decision making,
problem-solving and persistence during
movement activities.
To begin the term, students from prep will
participate in a 4-week Underarm throw
and catching unit, with a heavy focus on the
coordination and timing of the movement.
Also how it differs from the overarm throw
and the situations where we would use this
newly found skill.
In the following 4 weeks, students will be
completing a unit on Dance. The focus of
this unit will be on how we reflect, extend on
and enjoy our creativity. Students will learn
about the difference between structured
and unstructured dance, followed by the
characteristics of a ‘movement sequence’.
Students will then employ this knowledge
into the creation of a short movement

sequence, where in small groups, they
design, collaborate and reflect on their
learning experiences.
We finish the final 3 weeks of term with an
introduction to Basketball, with an emphasis
on the coordinated movements required to
dribble the basketball successfully. We also
introduce some of the basic rules of the
game of Basketball.
Throughout every PE lesson, students are
encouraged to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning
of others. We encourage all students to
be risk-takers, inquirers, open-minded,
effective communicators, caring and
reflective during PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in PE and ask for students to
wear their PE uniform and to bring a drink
bottle to all PE classes. If your child cannot
participate in a PE lesson, then please send
them to their PE teacher with a signed
note outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
INQUIRY INTO LOTE

The Prep LOTE Chinese program gives the
students the opportunity, under the Central
Idea of “We build a successful community
when we work as a team.”, using PYP Inquiry
to integrate and inquire about family and
pets, feelings, environment, communities
and cultures under the Global context of
Personal and Cultural Expression.
During Term 2, the students develop
their cognitive and inquiry skills on how
community connects with families and the
environment; how we greet in different
languages in a community; How people

use different languages to communicate
and participate in cultural experiences; how
relationships influence language use and
own identity and why Chinese language is
a major community language in Australia
community. They build their confidence in
familiarising with Chinese pinyin system,
strokes, radicals, early Chinese characters,
numbers, days, dates, pets’ names and
some simple propositions and verbs.
The students will learn a story book
“Xiaomao Zhao Jia (The Kitten was Looking
for a Home). They will also develop the skills
to confidently and independently follow
instructions to use IPad and online Chinese
software learning programs for listening and
speaking skills, drawing on Key Concepts
of Communications, Connections and
Culture. Practising the writings of Chinese
characters, and comparing the similarities
and differences between strokes, radicals
and characters is essential in Chinese
language study. Students will further
develop their skills to improve the tones and
accent in pronunciation.
Cultural aspects include Chinese Dragon
Boat Festival, Chinese modern technology,
facts about China, Chinese native animals.
During the course, students will concentrate
on organisation and self-management skills
throughout their approaches to learning.

The Prep Team
Lynette Jobson (College Principal),
Shahn Jones (Prep Acting Leading
Teacher), Georgia Bell (Prep Acting
Leading Teacher), Katie Colling, Suzie
Mathies, Devi Subramaniam, Karen
Pidgely, Anne Farrugia, Kady Stan,
Rene Bernardo, Senada Mustafic,
Gislaine Sirmovics, Jo Foster, Jessica
Phillips, Jaymee Byrne, Estelle
Migliorisi, Kyra Hendry, Matthew
Cramp and Iris Ai.

