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IMPORTANT
DATES
Year 2 Swimming
2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H
30th April to 4th May
Year 2 Swimming
2I, 2J, 2K, 2L, 2M, 2N
7th May to 11th May
Curriculum Day
Thursday 24th May
Public Holiday (Queen’s Birthday)
Monday 11th June
Last Day of Term
Friday 29th June

Year Two Teaching Staff
2A – Mark Crossett
2B – Jessica Cook
2C – Hannah Liacopoulis
2D – Liane Gomez
2E - Jai Hayes
2F – Mili Nenadic
2G – Jessica Stellini
2H – Erin Beardsley, Acting Teaching
Specialist
2I – Allison Gatt
2J – Samuel Wight
2K – Jaymee Stigwood, Acting Leading
Teacher
2L – Emily Adamek
2M – Laura Hawes
2N – Molly Elford
Literacy Support – Amanda Wolaniuk
Education Support Staff – Anita, Aaron,
Mamode, Noah, and Warren
Assistant Principal – Helen Welsh

YEAR 2 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 2 2018

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to another term here at
Alamanda. Term Two is always a busy one
at Alamanda. The Year 2 students will be
participating in the swimming program
from Monday the 30th April until Friday
the 11th May. We have begun our second
inquiry into the transdisciplinary theme
How We Express Ourselves, which will see
the students inquiring into important events
and celebrations for the first six weeks
of Term Two. We will then begin our third
inquiry which, like the first two inquiries, will
be based upon student wonderings.
Teachers will be busy writing student reports
this term, ready to go home to parents at
the end of the term. Students will continue
to build their portfolio of learning based
on their learning goals and the Units of
Inquiry. Teachers are giving students more
agency in allowing them to prepare their
portfolios with work they have selected to
demonstrate aspects of their learning.
INQUIRY 2

How We Express Ourselves
We have begun our second Inquiry of the
year, which will run for a total of six weeks.
The details for the inquiry are:
Transdisciplinary Theme: How We Express
Ourselves
Central Idea:People express important
events through celebrations and traditions
Key Concepts:
Form (What is it like?)
Connection (How is it connected to
other things?)
Causation (Why is it like it is?)
Lines of inquiry:
• Different celebrations across a year
(Form, Function)
• How traditions express the meaning

of celebrations (Form, Function)
Why events are celebrated
(Causation)
• How some celebrations are connected
to nature (Connection)
•

Each class will be tuning in to the current
Unit of Inquiry by investigating the Central
Idea ‘People express important events
through celebrations and traditions’.
On Tuesday the 24th of April, students
participated in a very important tradition
of commemorating Australian service
personnel, during an ANZAC ceremony,
honouring those that served. This also
provided an important opportunity for
students to explore the different types
of symbols that are associated with such
traditions, including the laying of wreaths,
wearing a sprig of rosemary, the last post,
parades and medals. With such a diverse
cultural community at Alamanda College,
the notion of celebrations is one that the
teachers are really looking forward to
exploring with the students as we study
the Transdisciplinary Theme ‘How We
Express Ourselves’. We will continue to
inquire into calendars and their connection
to events and traditions celebrated by
people around the world. Where possible,
primary resources will be used to enhance
the student’s enduring understandings. We
recognize that many parents have
stories/expertise/ideas related to our
inquiry. If you are interested in becoming
a primary resource, please contact your
classroom teacher.
MATHEMATICS

We will continue inquiring into a range
of mathematical concepts derived from
the Victorian Curriculum and linked to
our Programme of Inquiry. In Term One,
students sat the 2017 Year 3 Numeracy
NAPLAN assessment and teachers have
analysed what students already know in
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exposed to a wide range of Poetry and will
explore poems about different celebrations
from around the world from different
perspectives. They will then use this
understanding to create their own writing
about celebrations that are important to
them.

mathematics and what their next piece
of learning is. Using this data, students
are setting personalised goals with their
teachers, giving them opportunity to
include their voice in their learning. We
are linking mathematics to our units of
inquiry as much as possible, to create a rich
program that will allow students to connect
and build on their knowledge through a
transdisciplinary approach. We will continue
exploring a range of open ended questions
that build upon and use mental strategies,
written strategies and concrete materials in
whole class and focus groups.

• Represent the days of the week and
months of the year in order.
• Interpret information on a calendar
according to their day and date.
• Understand how other calendars
are used around the world and their
features.
• Understand how days, years and
seasons occur.
• List celebrations and events that
occur across the year using a
timeline.
Students will have the opportunity to
explore different mathematics topics when
the third unit of inquiry is introduced later
in Term Two.

NUMBER AND ALGEBRA
Students will:
• Understand the different strategies
to solve addition problems such
as repeated addition involves
joining equal groups together and
representing problems through
number sentences, pictures,
numbers and words.
• Understand addition and subtraction
have an inverse relationship through
partitioning numbers.
• Understand how different symbols
and words are used to represent
addition problems.
• Understand the relationship of place
value through addition.
• Use a range of mental strategies for
addition problems.

Students will be focusing on reading and
writing fiction and non-fiction texts with
an emphasis on poetry and narratives. They
will continue to exploring the different
structures, features and language devices
within these texts. These genres will assist
students in gaining a greater understanding
of the Central Idea, in particular how
different cultures from around the world
celebrate important events through unique
traditions and symbols. Students will
develop their own personalised Narratives
and Poetry, exploring the associated
features and attributes.

MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY
Students will:
• Read analogue and digital times.
• Make analogue and digital times on
a clock.
• Understand the relationship between
units of time.

Students will explore and discuss different
types of Poetry, such as rhyming and
descriptive poems, as well as the associated
text features, including alliteration and
onomatopoeia. Students will be introduced
to the idea that poetry is used to evoke
feelings and emotions from the reader.
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ENGLISH

Students will also begin to investigate and
create their own Narratives, Students will
read a range of different stories based on
world celebrations, providing students with
detail and information about events, as well
as character perspectives. Students will
learn about the structure of Narratives,
including setting, characters, complication
and solution. They will investigate how this
structure is used and then call upon this
knowledge to create their own Narratives.
Students will have an opportunity to create
their own story about a particular world
event, incorporating symbols, traditions,
nature, seasons and the role of the lunar
and solar calendar.
Spelling has been seamlessly embedded
throughout the Unit of Inquiry. Students
are continuing word investigations such
as compound words, dependable rimes,
blends, prefixes and suffixes. They have
also investigated the use of lettersound relationships to build upon our
word walls. We have been broadening
our understandings of new vocabulary
associated with celebrations and traditions.
During regular guided reading sessions and
individual student conferences, students will
continue to work on developing their ability
to problem-solve words using semantic,
syntactic and visual strategies. They will
also develop their ability to comprehend
texts using strategies such as predicting,
clarifying,
questioning,
summarising,
visualising and making connections. The
content/ context will relate to our Unit of
Inquiry as we continue to build the students
knowledge of traditions and celebrations.
Students will:
• Understand that different types
of texts have identifiable text
structures and language features
that help the text serve its purpose,
• Understand poetry is a unique
way to communicate and describe
feelings, sensory images, ideas or
stories
• Understand that simple connections
can be made between ideas by using
a compound sentence with two or
more clauses usually linked by a
coordinating conjunction.

• Identify visual representations
of characters’ actions, reactions,
speech and thought processes in
narratives, and consider how these
images add to, contradict or multiply
the meaning of accompanying
words.
• Understand that nouns represent
people, places, things and ideas and
include common, proper, concrete
or abstract, and that noun groups/
phrases can be expanded using
articles and adjectives.
• Discuss the characters and settings
of different texts and explore how
language is used to present these
features in different ways.
• Discuss the nature and effects of
some language devices used to
enhance meaning and shape the
reader’s reaction, including rhythm
and onomatopoeia in poetry and
prose.
• Draw connections between personal
experiences and texts, and share
responses with others.
• Discuss similarities and differences
between the texts being read and
link to their writing.
• Analyse how different texts use
nouns to represent people, places,
things and ideas in particular ways.
• Understand and use the language
features of a narrative e.g. strong
verbs, nouns, adverbs and adjectives
• Reread and edit texts for spelling,
sentence-boundary punctuation and
text structure
• Create events and characters using
different media that develop key
events, settings and characters from
different literary texts
• Construct texts featuring print,
visual and audio elements using ICT.
Students will be supported through the
Writing Process of pre-planning (using
their Writer’s Notebook), Planning (using
a range of graphic organisers), Drafting,
Revising/Editing and Publishing, both by
hand and digitally.
SPEAKING & LISTENING
Students will be given the opportunity to
participate in both group and individual
presentations. Students will work with
their peers in groups to complete different
tasks, to demonstrate their ability to work
together cooperatively, develop teamwork
skills and active listening skills. They will also
review communication skills and what makes

a good presentation, such as appropriate
body language, tone and volume. Students
are encouraged to present and share an
artefact about the Central Idea with their
class. This will give students an opportunity
to practise these skills in front of their peers,
as well as consolidate their understanding
of the Central Idea.
Students will:
• Understand that language varies
when people take on different roles
in social and classroom interactions,
• Understand how the use of key
interpersonal language varies
depending on context,
• Discuss their ideas and experiences,
using everyday language features
and topic-specific vocabulary,
• Rehearse and deliver short
presentations on familiar and new
topics, speaking clearly and varying
tone, volume and pace appropriately,
and using supportive props.
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
AND ROBOTICS

In Digital Technologies this term the Year
Two students are lucky enough to have some
brand new technologies to experiment
with and to continue to learn to code with,
following on from their experiences with
the Blue Bots in Grade One. Students will
first be using the Osmo Coding Awbie to
further develop their logic and problem
solving skills when coding, as well as to
develop their computational thinking.
These are transferable skills and will benefit
students in all areas of the curriculum. The
students all have the application ‘Osmo
Coding Awbie’ on their iPads, which they
will use alongside the physical blocks to
code to solve problems. Later in the term,
students will begin to use the Botley robots,
where they will continue to build on their
ability to creatively solve problems while
also developing important social skills as
they work collaboratively in groups.

range of applications including ‘Mathletics’
to work on individual Numeracy goals. We
would like to invite all parents to view and
explore these applications with their child.
In addition to this, students will use a range
of applications as part of their daily learning
in the classroom and at home.
HOMEWORK

It has been amazing to see all of the Year
2 students that have been completing
and submitting their homework to a high
standard. Students will be continually
supported in choosing ‘just right books’.
It is recommended that you read with
your child every night for at least 10 - 15
minutes. Please take the time to listen to
your child as your personal interest makes
their reading experience more rewarding
and enjoyable. After reading, ask your
child to use the comprehension strategies
covered in class, such as visualising, making
connections and similarities and differences
to discuss their book. Homework is a form
of revision and practise of learning that has
already occured within the classroom. This
provides an opportunity for parents to be
engaged and involved in their child’s learning
journey. Homework is to be completed
between Tuesday and Wednesday (9 days)
and returned to the classroom teacher
on the following Thursday. If there are
any concerns and questions regarding
homework please speak with your child’s
classroom teacher.
If you have any questions or wish to discuss
your child’s progress, please organise a
meeting with your child’s classroom teacher
or Assistant Principal.
Thank you for your support and assistance
in Term One. We are excited and eager to
continue learning and working together in
Term 2.
Kind Regards,
The Year 2 Team 2018

Information
and
Communication
Technology (ICT) is being integrated into
all areas of the curriculum. Students are
using a variety of iPad applications to
complement their Literacy and Numeracy
learning. The applications used as part of
their daily learning in the classroom and
at home include ‘Epic!’, ‘Literacy Planet’,
‘PicCollage’, ‘Seesaw’ and RazKids. In
Numeracy, students will continue to use a
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SPECIALIST SUBJECTS

ART

At Level 2, students create visual arts works
that show emerging arts knowledge and an
ability to plan arts works that communicate
ideas, concepts, observations feelings
and/ or experiences. They demonstrate
an emerging ability to select, arrange
and make choices about expressive ways
of using arts elements, principles and/or
conventions. They use skills, techniques,
processes, media, materials, equipment and
technologies in a range of ways.
This Term in Art we are exploring how artists
use the natural world to inspire their artworks
in unique ways. Specifically, the Grade 2’s
will be looking at how contemporary artist
Laura Blythman uses landscape to inspire
her collaged artworks. They will be doing a
comparison of Blythman’s work with that of
Eric Carle and explore the similarities and
differences in their collages.
Students will understand the role our natural
world plays in creating art, and the infinite
possibilities we can draw inspiration from.
Students will be engaged in a number of skill
building activities to understand how to layer
and create an interesting composition. To
demonstrate their understanding, students
will create a collaged artwork inspired by
both Blythman and Eric Carle, and utilise
their new knowledge around composition
and collaging.
The PYP Learner Profile has also been
incorporated into our everyday art room
routines and the students understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the Art
room. The Learner Profile encourages all
children to be inquirers, knowledgeable,
thinkers, communicators, principled, openminded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and
reflective.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The curriculum for Levels 1 and 2 builds
on the learning from Foundation Level
and supports students to make decisions
to enhance their health, safety and
participation in physical activity. The
content enables students to explore their
own sense of self and the factors that
contribute to and influence their identities.
Students learn about emotions, how to
enhance their interactions with others, and
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the physical and social changes they go
through as they grow older.
The content explores health messages
and how they relate to health decisions
and behaviours, and examines strategies
students can use when they need help.
The content also provides opportunities
for students to learn through movement.
It supports them in broadening the range
and complexity of fundamental movement
skills they are able to perform in a range
of settings, including indoor, outdoor and
aquatic. They learn how to select, transfer
and apply simple movement skills and
sequences individually, in groups and in
teams.
Students also further develop their
knowledge, understanding and skills in
relation to movement by exploring simple
rule systems and safe use of equipment
in a variety of physical activities and
games. Through active participation, they
investigate the body’s response to different
types of physical activities. In addition,
students develop personal and social skills
such as cooperation, decision making,
problem-solving and persistence during
movement activities.
To start off the term, students will be
completing a 4-week unit on Dance.
The focus of this unit will be on how we
reflect, extend on and enjoy our creativity.
Students will learn about the difference
between structured and unstructured
dance, followed by the characteristics of a

‘movement sequence’. Students will then
employ this knowledge into the creation of
a short movement sequence, where in small
groups, they design, collaborate and reflect
on their learning experiences.
For the following 3 weeks, students
will be working through the two-armed
strike, through the sport of T-ball. In this
unit student’s will have a heavy emphasis
on hand-eye coordination, through
coordinating the whole-body movement
and applying to the sport of T-ball. In
the final 4 weeks of term, students are
introduced to Soccer, with focus being on
refining the skill of kicking, and beginning to
introduce game sense activities and rules.
Throughout every PE lesson, students are
encouraged to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning
of others. We encourage all students to
be risk-takers, inquirers, open-minded,
effective communicators, caring and
reflective during PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in PE and ask for students to
wear their PE uniform and to bring a drink
bottle to all PE classes. If your child cannot
participate in a PE lesson, then please send
them to their PE teacher with a signed
note outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
PE Team

DRAMA

In Year Two, students begin to select,
arrange and make choices about ways
of using arts elements, principles and
conventions as they investigate the use of
dramatic skills and techniques. During the
13-Week Drama program students will
explore dramatic elements and conventions
such as costumes and props to create a
character based on their observation and
perception of a character in a story.
During our first focus for the program, the
Year Twos will be inquiring into Indigenous
Australian culture through theatre.
Students will be researching different
stories important to Indigenous Australians,
and how performance is used to tell them,
students will begin exploring the culture
on stage. Working collaboratively, each
student will create and present their own
unique performance based on a story of
their choice.

At Level Two, students are immersed in
listening to, viewing and reading Chinese.
They use spoken and written Chinese to
communicate with teachers and peers.
They recognise the importance of tone
in Chinese speech and observe that the
sounds of Chinese can be encoded in
Pinyin using familiar letters. They learn to
recognise characters that represent familiar
objects and ideas and convey significant
cultural meanings.

Students will be encouraged to creatively
design classroom displays of months in
Chinese and practise writing the Chinese
characters. Applying what they know
about Months, they will learn how to tell
when their birthday month is in Chinese,
by following the sentence pattern “我的
生日在。。。月”. They will be provided
with the opportunity to create a birthday
bookmark for their friends or family with
the Chinese sentence “祝你生日快乐”
(Happy Birthday to You) written on. They
will also learn how to sing ‘Happy Birthday
Song” in Chinese.

In Term Two of Languages, students
will inquire into the topic “Months and
Birthdays” in Chinese. They will be
introduced to a pattern where adding the
Chinese character “月” after a number
will convert the number into month.
They will understand the meaning of the
character “月” represents the moon.
Therefore, they will learn the significance
of “Lunar Calendar” in Chinese culture.

Throughout Language lessons, students
are encouraged and supported to inquire,
think, communicate, and cooperate
respectfully. A wide variety of resources are
incorporated into the classroom to engage
students in the learning experiences. The
approaches to learning are embedded in
the teaching and learning activities in order
to support students to become risk-takers
and responsible learners.

LOTE

To create these performances, we will work
creatively to explore character, setting
and plot. Students will demonstrate an
ability to select, arrange and express new
ideas cooperatively. Students will work
on expressing stories both verbally and
using body language to create interesting
characters, done though improvisation,
teamwork and performance planning and
presenting. Students are encouraged to
respond to performances as an audience
member, expressing what they enjoy and
why, identifying intended purposes and
meanings of other’s presentation.
We will be using the PYP Learner
Profiles in class to guide the students
understanding of how a good learner
involved themselves in their learning, and
therefore take responsibility for their
learning in the classroom. The students will
be encouraged to develop the PYP Learner
Profile attributes of being risk-takers with
their learning, approaching new ideas with
enthusiasm and curiosity.
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY

As outlined in the Australian curriculum –
Design and Technologies, in year 2 students
will have the opportunity to create designed
solutions in Food Technology. Students
will inquire into the use of technologies –
such as; materials, systems, components,
tools and equipment. They will evaluate
design solutions using the key concepts,
form, function, connection, causation,
perspective, responsibility and change. For
example: How does it work? Who will use it?
Or How can it be improved? Using a range

of technologies to communicate, students
will draw, model and explain design ideas.
Students will be engaged in creating foods
and beverages from a variety of cultures
as they explore their own identity and gain
an appreciation for other cultural cuisines.
They will inquire into balanced eating
choices and participate in discussions about
food safety and hygiene.
Students are encouraged to become
more independent and responsible for
their learning by bringing in their own food
container, apron and iPad to every Food
Tech Lesson.

MUSIC

Students in Grades One and Two will have
the chance to explore musical ideas using
voice, instruments and body percussion and
further their knowledge by improvising and
practising a variety of songs and rhymes.
During the 13 Week Music Program they
will also rehearse and perform songs that
communicate themes to an audience as
well as respond to music and communicate
their thoughts on where and why people
perform music.
Our major focus for the year will revolve
around celebratory songs, how music is
used at special occasions and how it adds
emotional value to the occasion. We will look
into how people use music to acknowledge
and celebrate the event by researching
songs specific to the focus before they
practise and rehearse these songs.
We will be using our PYP Learner Profiles
to further our students’ skills by becoming
more
knowledgeable
through
the
introduction of new song material and open
minded to the repertoire that they might
not be familiar with.
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