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IMPORTANT
DATES
NAPLAN
15th, 16th, 17th of May
Curriculum day
(students do not attend school)
24th of May
Brainstorm Productions incursion
25th of May
Year 3 Camp
Timetable B - 4th - 6th of June
Timetable A - 6th - 8th of June
Timetable C - 13th - 15th of June
Queen’s Birthday public holiday
11th of June
Last Day of Term
Friday 29th of June

YEAR THREE MINI-SCHOOL TEAM
3A – Kristin Vanden Haute-Smit
3B – Megan Saunders
3C – Brooke Danaher
3D – Alanna Askew
3E – Louise Wylaz
3F – Jessica Mastroianni, Acting
Teaching Specialist
3G – Teegan Brown
3H – Ellie Sunderman
3I – Suzi Koneski, Acting Leading
Teacher
3J – Fiona Pritchard
3K – Chloe Curwood/ Lauren
Fleetwood
Education Support – Aaron, Chris,
Christine, Leah, Michelle, and Noah
Assistant Principal – Helen Welsh

YEAR 3 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 2 2018

After a restful Easter break, the Year
Three students have settled well into Term
Two. Teachers have organised camps and
incursions that will closely link with our
teaching and learning for our next two
Units of Inquiry. It has been exciting to
reflect on the recently completed Unit of
Inquiry into ‘Extreme Natural Events’ and
we are looking forward to beginning our new
Units of Inquiry under the transdisciplinary
themes Sharing the Planet and Who We
Are.
Students and teachers have also been
focusing on the genre of NAPLAN and
preparing every student with expectations
of how to sit the test. Students will sit the
NAPLAN tests on the 15th, 16th and 17th
of May.
It has been rewarding to speak to students
about their personal learning goals and to
see the level of engagement students have
with their goals. Learning achievements
are continuously celebrated as well as
reflected on as each student proudly builds
their personal portfolios. Our portfolios will
be shared with families at the end of this
semester. Each child will welcome their
family into their classroom to discuss their
learning goals, strategies and achievements
during their student lead conference.
We look forward to the teaching and
learning this term and encourage families to
discuss the currents Units of Inquiry their
children may be investigating.
UNIT OF INQUIRY 2

Transdisciplinary Theme: Sharing the
Planet
Central Idea: Survival of living things may
depend on change.
Key Concepts: Change
Function
Causation

Lines of inquiry:
• An inquiry into the different
characteristics of species.
• An inquiry into the adaptations
organisms require.
• An inquiry into the effects of
environmental change.
Approaches to Learning:
Self-management - Time management
Research Skill - Recording and organising
data, formulating questions, collecting data
Thinking Skills: Analysis, Evaluation and
Synthesis
Learner Profile:
Thinker
Knowledgeable
Inquirer
At the beginning of this unit, students
asked questions around the definitions
of survival and classification of living and
non-living things. They began to synthesis
prior knowledge with new understandings
through their group discussions and
challenges.
During this unit, students will collect and
analyse data about extinct species and make
connections with the data and the changing
environment. Students will be encouraged
to explain, their thinking around the
changing world and how perhaps organisms
great or small are changing to continue
living/survive. Naturally students will feel
a sense of empathy for those species that
have not or cannot adapt quickly enough
to guarantee survival and develop a deeper
understanding of extinction.
Teachers will support students in developing
their research skills and within classes
we will foster an understanding that data
collected during an inquiry may come from
many sources, some more accurate than
others. Through this, students will begin to
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been able to participate and engage in a
range of both individual and small group
learning tasks. The students will continue
to explore open ended tasks using mental
strategies where they will analyse number
patterns and functions using words, tables
and graphs. These open-ended learning
tasks will further support decision making
where students are required to select
appropriate methods to analyse patterns
and identify rules when working with
mathematical problems.
UNIT OF INQUIRY 3

create new meaning and understandings for
themselves as well as obtain skills which will
enable them to reorder information so that
ideas are connected.
This unit of inquiry will enable students to
learn within the curriculum area of science.
Time Management is also a skill that
will support the teaching and learning
throughout this unit. Students will be
encouraged to independently plan and
implement personal learning goals within a
reasonable timeframe. They will be required
to estimate how long it will take them to
complete a task and therefore stay on time.
LITERACY

To further support the teaching and
learning in this unit, classes will continue
to focus on their comprehension skills
through the Question Answer Relationship
(QAR) strategy and Reciprocal reading.
The students are continuing to enjoy
reading in their book club groups and
having interesting conversations about
the text. We will also be building students’
ability to make inferences during reading
so that they can make more meaningful
connections with the texts they are
reading. This term we are inquiring into
the author Nicola Davies. Nicola Davies
is a zoologist and her books will give
students an insight into various animals
and provide them with opportunities and
the inspiration for further research. Her
style of writing brings together narrative
and information about animals all over the
world. Her books will be used as mentor
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texts, inspiring students to plant seeds
in their Writers Notebooks and Inquiry
Journals. Students will also be immersed
in a variety of topic books including nonfictions texts related to animals of their
interest.
In writing, students have been exploring
persuasive texts. They have had the
opportunity to inquire into the language
features of persuasive writing and
structure through the use of mentor texts.
Teachers will support students to select a
range of vocabulary where their meaning
and purpose is clear and hopefully build the
capacity to compose a persuasive piece
about an animal or adaptation. Students
will also be encouraged to investigate
letter patterns, consider the origin of
words, the word base and how prefixes and
suffixes can add to or change the meaning.
They will explore topic words and use
dictionaries to find definitions and record
these on the class word wall for others to
use and share.
MATHEMATICS

In Numeracy, the Year Three students
have been working on a range of concepts
from each strand. The students have been
supported with concepts which have
been taken from within the Victorian
Curriculum. These concepts proved
challenging for the students when sitting
previous NAPLAN assessments and as
a result, each class has differentiated
lessons to suit the needs of the individual
students Over the term the students have

Transdisciplinary Theme: Who We Are
Central Idea: The decisions we make can
influence our health.
Key Concepts: Responsibility
Connection
Perspective
Lines of inquiry:
The many ways we keep ourselves healthy.
The choices we make affect our health.
How to maintain a balanced and healthy
lifestyle.
Approaches to Learning:
Self - management - Healthy lifestyle and
Motor skills
Social Skills - Acceptance
Thinking Skills: Analysis,
Learner Profile:
Balanced
Principled
During this unit of inquiry, students will
have the opportunity to explore the learner
profile trait ‘Balanced’. This unit will help
students realise that by attaining balance
in different aspects of their lives, they
can achieve wellbeing for themselves and
others. Educating ourselves on what is
healthy can also help others around us. To
be principled is to be honest, and students
will realise that honesty starts within and
therefore, if trying to change to a healthy
lifestyle, then perhaps it may start with
being principled.
As there may be a range of heathy ideals,
students will need to be accepting of what
they discover or even perhaps others’ values
and beliefs.
Through the James Beane model, students
wondered and questioned themselves on
the choices they made daily about their

own heath and the food they ate. Camp will
support healthy decisions making, including
bed times, healthy food options, basic
hygiene and taking initiative when working
interdependently.
LITERACY

To support a development of knowledge
around healthy lifestyles, students will be
encouraged to actively participate in whole
class discussions when working with Mentor
texts. We will continue to run Book Clubs
ensuring students are building their reading
skills and confidence in reading aloud to
teachers and peers. There will also be a focus
on reading nonfiction text and explore the
text features connected with these books.
Students will be making decisions on how
best to organise their notes during note
taking using range of thinking tools and
organisers that they will be able to set up
on their own.
To further develop students voice
and creativity in writing we will focus
on descriptive writing. Students will
experiment with a wide range of writing
text types including reports, menus, and
brochures. Investigating language features
such as nouns and pronouns that refer to
generalised participants, timeless present
tense such as ‘are, have, grows,’ action
verbs (behaviors) etc, will build confidence
within students’ ability to write with a clear
purpose.
By adding to the word wall and investigating
topic words, students will inquire into how
to use letter-sound relationships and apply
their knowledge of spelling rules to assist
their reading and writing, such as compound
words, prefixes, suffixes, and morphemes.
MATHEMATICS

The Year Three students will continue
working on a range of areas of mathematics.
To build comprehension of portions of food
or exercise for example, students will be
investigating into percentages, fractions,
graphing and measurement. Through a
range of assessments students will be able
to identify personal learning goals in which
will provide a challenging and differentiated
learning environment. Number will continue
to be addressed on a daily basis to ensure
students develop a strong understanding

of place value, and the four operations.
Through open-ended questioning, students
will further their ability to solve equations
using a range of problem solving strategies.
ICT AND
DESIGN TECHNOLOGIES

Information
and
Communication
Technology (ICT) is being integrated into
all areas of the curriculum. The use of ICT
plays a vital role in learning in the 21st
century. Students will be encouraged to
explore how iPads can be used throughout
a unit of inquiry to strengthen the learning
experience in the class and at home. iPads
are a great tool for connecting learning from
school and home. The applications used as
part of their daily learning in the classroom
and at home include ‘Literacy Planet’,
‘Seesaw’, ‘Epic!’, ‘PicCollage’, and ‘RazKids’.
In Numeracy, students will continue to use
a range of applications including ‘Mathletics’
to work on individual Numeracy goals. We
would like to invite all parents to view and
explore these applications with their child.
DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES

At three - four level, students engage in
digital technologies. Digital technologies
involve developing an understanding of
the underpinnings of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) and
how ICT actually works. It is engaging,
encourages creativity, promotes problem
solving, and develops solution minded
thinking. The digital technologies strand
complements learning in Unit of Inquiry,
Language and Mathematics, allowing
for students to extend thinking, develop
conceptual understandings and consolidate
knowledge.
Along with the PYP learner profile
attributes and attitudes, students are
developing skills and knowledge to become
responsible digital citizens. They are
developing their understanding of how
people safely use digital technologies and
ICT to meet information, communication
and recreational needs.

a chariot to complement learning tasks.
Scenarios will be explored, linking to the
Unit of Inquiry, to allow for students to
showcase their understanding and thinking
of both digital technologies and our Unit of
Inquiry.
HOMEWORK

Homework will remain the same as Term
One being issued on a Tuesday and due
back the following Thursday, giving the
students 8 days to attempt the set tasks.
The set tasks are designed to support the
learning in class and will include activities on
Mathletics and Literacy Planet. We expect
children to practise reading every day, and
to spread other tasks across the week. We
suggest homework for children in Year 3
should not exceed on average 30 minutes
a day.
Once again, please feel free to speak to
your child’s classroom teacher if there are
any concerns or if you would like to know
more about our program for the upcoming
term. The Year 3 Team will continue to work
in partnership with parents and carers, to
ensure all learning needs and other student
needs are met and are carefully dealt with.
We look forward to working with you all this
term.
Thank you,
Year 3 Team, 2018
3A – Kristin Vanden Haute-Smit
3B – Megan Saunders
3C – Brooke Danaher
3D – Alanna Askew
3E – Louise Wylaz
3F – Jessica Mastroianni, Acting Learning
Specialist
3G – Teegan Brown
3H – Ellie Sunderman
3I – Suzi Koneski, Acting Leading Teacher
3J – Fiona Pritchard
3K – Chloe Curwood/ Lauren Fleetwood
Education Support – Aaron, Chris,
Christine, Leah, Noah.
Assistant Principal – Helen Welsh

This term, grade three will be using the
graphic design program, TinkerCad, to
create and print basic three-dimensional
shapes using the 3D printer. Later in
the year, this knowledge will be used in
combination with the Spheros to create
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rubrics. Thereafter, students will participate
in a Gymnastics unit, developing their
movement skills, balance, coordination and
strength. Students are encouraged to work
together as they showcase their creativity
by developing and performing a short
Gymnastics routine.
Throughout every Physical Education
lesson, students are expected to display the
PYP learner profiles and attitudes to ensure
that each student takes responsibility for
their own learning and is respectful to
the learning of others. We encourage all
students to be risk-takers, inquirers, openminded, effective communicators, caring
and reflective during Physical Education.

ART

At Level 3, students create visual artworks
that show emerging arts knowledge and an
ability to plan arts works that communicate
ideas, concepts, observations feelings and/or
experiences. They demonstrate an emerging
ability to select, arrange and make choices
about expressive ways of using arts elements,
principles and/or conventions. They use skills,
techniques, processes, media, materials,
equipment and technologies in a range of arts
forms.
				
This Term in Art, we are exploring how our
natural world inspires artists to create art in
unique ways. In particular, Students will explore
the art practice of artist Kerri Ambrosini, an
artist greatly inspired by nature and the highly
colourful and patterned qualities of Mexican
folk art.
To demonstrate their understandings, the
Grade 3 students will be creating paper
patterned landscapes and clay animals
responding to the work of Kerri Ambrosino.
Students will be focusing on how Ambrosino’s
personal style uses pattern and repetition
to recreate nature in colourful and vibrant
ways. They will demonstrate their learning
and knowledge through focusing on collage
techniques and clay maniplutation throughout
the term. In doing so students will build upon
their art skills by using a range of materials and
methods.
The PYP Learner Profile has also been
incorporated into our everyday art room
routines and the students understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the Art room.
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The Learner Profile encourages all children
to be inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers,
communicators, principled, openminded,
caring, risk-takers, balanced and reflective.
Miss Cicivelli, Miss Davey and Ms Mitchell
P.E.

At Level 3, students build on previous
learning in movement to help develop
greater proficiency across the range of
fundamental movement skills in a range
of settings, including indoor, outdoor and
aquatic. Students combine movements
to create more complicated movement
patterns
and
sequences.
Through
participation in a variety of physical
activities, students further develop their
knowledge about movement and how the
body moves. They do this as they explore
the features of activities that meet their
needs and interests and learn about the
benefits of regular physical activity.
The Level 3 curriculum also provides
opportunities for students to develop
through movement personal and social
skills such as leadership, communication,
collaboration, problem-solving, persistence
and decision making.
In Term 2 of Physical Education, Grade
3 students will be exploring the skills and
tactics of Cricket. Students are encouraged
to be knowledgeable as they share their
knowledge and understanding of batting,
bowling and fielding through competitive
game situations. Students will be asked
to reflect on their bowling technique
through the use of peer assessment

At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in Physical Education and ask
for students to bring their full PE uniform
and a drink bottle to all lessons. If your
child cannot participate in a particular
lesson, then please send them to their
Physical Education teacher with a signed
note outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
Physical Education Team
LANGUAGE

In Term Two of Languages, students will
take a cultural focus and look at Chinese
inventions. They will be encouraged to
firstly brainstorm important inventions that
changed people’s life and then investigate
what inventions originated in China. They
will be provided with lots of resources
introducing some of the important
Chinese inventions, such as gunpowder,
compass, paper-making, and seismograph.
Accessing the knowledge they acquired,
students will think about whether the
invention was important, and how its
invention has affected history. Students
will be challenged to work collaboratively
to create a simple compass using a hairpin
and leaf with a cup of water. Towards the
end of Term Two, they will be researching
a Chinese invention of their choice, and
create a digital presentation displaying what
they have learnt. They will be encouraged to
think critically about the importance of the
invention, its impact upon the world, and
how it may change over time.
During Languages classes, students are
provided with tasks that will challenge them

to develop and increase their confidence,
and other positive attitudes of learning and
the learner profile. Activities encourage
students to inquire, think critically,
reflect, communicate, take risks, and
cooperate. The PYP attitudes of curiosity,
commitment, enthusiasm, and creativity
are embedded in teaching and learning.
DRAMA

In Year Three, students learn about a
range of ways artistic elements can
be used to communicate experiences,
observations and things imagined. Using
ideas and concepts taken from themes,
scenarios, narratives and visual stimuli,
they experiment with ways of expressing
and communicating ideas and feelings
to particular audiences or for particular
purposes. Students are able explain how the
elements of Drama communicate meaning
by comparing drama from different social,
cultural and historical contexts.

MUSIC

Students in Grades Three and Four will
be exploring the elements of music such
as pitch, rhythm, structure, dynamics
and tempo using acoustic and electronic
instruments and play music from different
cultures, times and locations. They will
refine their music skills to communicate
specific ideas to an audience and analyse
certain compositions to discover its purpose
using music terminology.
Our focus for the year will revolve around
the use of electronic instruments. Students

will have a chance to personalise existing
songs by modifying the elements of music
in given material as well as modernise
the song through the use of electronic
instruments and devices. They will also
have the chance to analyse and discuss the
impact these instruments have had on the
music we listen to today.
We will be using the PYP Learner Profile to
further our students’ skills as thinkers, by
producing ideas that will help achieve the
set goals and become more courageous
with the opportunity to produce something
unique and meaningful to them.

During our first focus for the program,
students will be exploring the dramatic
element of Melodrama. Students will be
researching the stock characters involved
in a Melodrama, and how the use of
melodrama can manipulate a story and
evoke emotions from an audience. Students
will show their understanding by developing
their own ensemble performance which will
be filmed onto their iPads for documenting.
Students will develop their knowledge on
how to modify their work in response to
feedback from other students in the class.
Students will begin inquiring into the
different roles involved in theatre crafting;
experimenting with directing other
students in the performance making
process. They will be encouraged to take
responsibility when directing others in how
the performance is presented.
We will be using the PYP Learner
Profiles in class to guide the students
understanding of how a good learner
involved themselves in their learning, and
therefore take responsibility for their
learning in the classroom. The students will
be encouraged to develop the PYP Learner
Profile attributes of being risk-takers with
their learning, approaching new ideas with
enthusiasm and curiosity.
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SCIENCE

The Grade 3 science curriculum will focus
on how forces can be exerted by one object
on another through direct contact or from a
distance. Students will explore how contact
forces are similar to non-contact forces
in terms of objects pushing and pulling
another object. Experimenting with a range
of games will show first hand these forces.
Further to this, students will investigate the
effect of forces on the behaviour of an object
through different actions, for example,
throwing, dropping, bouncing and rolling.
Students will also compare and contrast
the effects of friction on different surfaces
by planning and conducting an experiment
and using a force meter to measure the
size of the force. Also, use robotics to
build a simple machine and relate this to
the forces present and its ability to move.
Finally, students will look at magnetism
and gravity as a non-contact force. While
focusing on magnetism, students will find
which materials are magnetic and then test
their predictions. Including exploring the
forces of attraction and repulsion between
magnets and finding the north and south
poles of different types of magnets using
a compass. While focusing on gravity,
students will develop an understanding on
the force of gravity, a force that acts from
a distance on and between all objects,
and how to communicate their ideas
about gravity and the different ways they
experience it in their lives.
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY

As outlined in the Australian curriculum –
Design and Technologies, in year 3 students
will have the opportunity to create designed
solutions in Food Technology. Students
will inquire into the use of technologies –
such as; materials, systems, components,
tools and equipment. They will evaluate
design solutions using the key concepts,
form, function, connection, causation,
perspective, responsibility and change. For
example: How does it work? Who will use it?
Or How can it be improved? Using a range
of technologies to communicate, students

will draw, model and explain design ideas.
Students will be engaged in creating foods
and beverages from a variety of cultures
as they explore their own identity and gain
an appreciation for other cultural cuisines.
They will inquire into balanced eating
choices and participate in discussions about
food safety and hygiene.
Students are encouraged to become
more independent and responsible for
their learning by bringing in their own food
container, apron and iPad to every Food
Tech Lesson.

