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Dear Parents and Carers,
Term 2 is underway and students are already
delving into the challenging, engaging,
relevant and significant learning experiences
that we have planned. We are looking forward
to the various learning journeys that students
will take throughout our units of inquiry, and
we are eager to continue extending the
learning of our students through specific and
meaningful goal-setting.
TEACHERS IN GRADE 6
6A classroom teacher
Ms. Heidi Spies
6B classroom teacher
Mr Paddy Nelson
6C classroom teacher:
Ms Tiffany Baldacchino
6D classroom teacher:
Mr Matt Dean
6E classroom teacher:
Ms Danielle Colling
6F classroom teacher:
Ms. Leisa Hockley
6G classroom teacher:
Mr. Callum Hickson
Art Teacher: Timetable A
Amy Cicivelli
Art Teacher: Timetable B
Stephanie Davey
Art Teacher: Timetable C
Laura Mitchel
LOTE Teacher: Timetable A
Tiffany Zhang
LOTE Teacher: Timetable B
Rida Su
LOTE Teacher: Timetable C
Wen Lee
Food Tech: Niki Salaidos
Sports Teacher: Timetable A
Danni Galante

Sports Teacher: Timetable B
Daniel Pickles
Sports Teacher: Timetable C
Daniel Grey
Drama Teacher:
Music Teacher:

Sean Moran
Bobi Joveski

6A SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Monday: ART
Wednesday: LOTE
Thursday : FOOD TECH
Friday: PE
6B SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Monday: LOTE
Wednesday: PE
Thursday : FOOD TECH
Friday: ART
6C SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Tuesday: LOTE & PE
Wednesday : ART
Friday: MUSIC
6D SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Tuesday: ART & PE
Wednesday: LOTE
Friday: MUSIC
6E SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Tuesday: LOTE & ART
Wednesday : PE & MUSIC
6F SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Monday: LOTE
Wednesday: ART & DRAMA
Thursday: PE
6G SPECIALIST TIMETABLE
Monday: PE
Tuesday: DRAMA
Wednesday: LOTE
Thursday: ART

INQUIRING INTO LITERACY

This semester’s literacy focus is integrated
and imbedded into each Unit of Inquiry,
as students explore a range of concepts
and themes with a strong focus on reading,
writing and language conventions.
WRITING
Students will be exploring a range of text
types throughout the duration of this
term, focusing specifically on persuasive
and informational writing. Through explicit
teaching, students will be taught the
language features and text structure for
each text type, as well as focus on spelling,
grammar and punctuation, and will engage
in a range of shared writing lessons using
mentor texts and exemplars to support
personal writing. Students will be able to
innovate on mentor examples, and create
their own writing, while focusing on personal
learning goals aimed at targeting the
specific learning needs for each student.
Students will use the WA First Steps
Writing Continuum to select and set writing
goals related to the text type and area for
personal development. Through specific
and meaningful goal setting, students will
be able to see growth within their writing in
a range of different areas such as structure,
purpose, voice, editing and spelling. In
addition to this, students will keep and
maintain and personal Writer’s Notebook
where ‘seeds’ for writing can be kept, and
grown at a later date. Writer’s Notebooks
allow for personal voice and agency to
develop within writing, and encourages
students to see every experience as a
possible writing opportunity.
READING
To build on students understanding of
persuasive and informational writing, a
large reading focus for term 2 will be
reading and viewing a range of news

Enduring Understanding:
Within this Inquiry, students will delve into
the world of social enterprise as they gain
an insight into responsibility of businesses
to initiate change within the world in which
we live. Students will use their literacy skills
to investigate into different worldwide
organisations that support social justice,
allowing them to reflect on their own
personal values, passions and sense of social
purpose.

sources including newspapers, online
articles, and watching news/current events
programmes. In addition to this, students
will also be focusing on building their reading
comprehension through the use of SOLO
Taxonomy, where they will be developing
their comprehension skills by answering
a range of questions aimed at promoting
higher-order thinking. Students will also use
the WA First Steps Reading Continuum to
select and set personal goals for reading
development, and will be able to achieve
results through regular conferencing and
reading circles with teachers and peers.
An Inquiry into ‘How We Organise
Ourselves’
Our second Unit of Inquiry for semester
one will allow students to build on their prior
knowledge of the transdisciplinary theme
‘How We Organise Ourselves’;
Central Idea:
Government systems may support the
rights of citizens.
Lines of Inquiry:
An inquiry into government systems
An inquiry into human rights and social
justice
An inquiry into the responsibilities of
government
An inquiry into the responsibilities of
citizens (advocacy)

Representative Democracy. Students
will also be able to understand the voting
process in Australia by participating in a
mock election, which will then lead to a
mock Government including Question
Time, budgets, decision making, and
political campaigning. Students will explore
a range of government systems around
the world, and will be able to analyze the
level of social justice that exists, and how
this is connected with the government
structure. Using the Key Concepts as a lens
for personal inquiry, students will be able
to identify a range of government systems
and explain how they work, and draw
out similarities and difference between
countries and their government structure.
Students will understand their rights as
citizens of Australia, and as citizens of the
world, and will be able to articulate what
social justice means to them.
An Inquiry into ‘Sharing the Planet’
Our third Unit of Inquiry for this semester
will allow students to build on their prior
knowledge of the Transdisciplinary Theme,
‘Sharing the Planet’.
Central Idea:
Our ability to thrive relies on social
entrepreneurship.

Key Concepts:
Connection
Responsibility
Function

Lines of Inquiry:
An inquiry into the notion of surviving
versus thriving
An inquiry into the rights and
responsibilities of private enterprises
An inquiry into the science behind
global finite resources

Enduring Understanding:
Throughout this Unit of Inquiry, students
will develop a strong understanding
of Australia’s system of government;

Key Concepts:
Responsibility
Causation
Change
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As part of this Unit of Inquiry, we are
fortunate enough to have YMCA come
out to run a two-day incursion with the
Year 6 students. This will be an invaluable
experience for students to learn firsthand
the positive impact social enterprise can
have on improving local and worldwide
injustices. We strongly recommend all
students participate in this program and
would kindly like to remind families that
payments and notes are due back to their
child’s classroom teacher by Monday the
14th of May.
INQUIRING INTO
MATHEMATICS

This term in Numeracy, Year 6 students
will continue taking an Inquiry approach to
Mathematics. Using the central idea, ‘We
can use fractions, decimals and percentages
in a variety of ways in real life situations’,
students will begin to set personal
learning goals in order to investigate the
relationships that exist when representing
parts of a whole. Using the key concepts
connection, function and causation to
drive the inquiry, students will gain a deeper
understanding of the role that fractions,
decimals and percentages play within our
daily lives, as well as the opportunity to
develop meaningful strategies that can be
used to manipulate fractions, decimals and
percentages.
In order to achieve their goals, students
will attend small, teacher-led workshops
targeting their individual needs. Using the
inquiry cycle, student then use these skills
to further their independent investigations,
as they find and sort relevant information
using programs such as Khan Academy and
Alamanda Maths. Finally, students are then
able to make conclusions and take action
on their learning, as they work towards
becoming reflective and independent
learners.
We wish to continue encouraging families
to support their child with their learning
at home by discussing with their child

their goals and progress. This process
helps students to consolidate their new
understandings and celebrates their
successes both at school and at home.
HOMEWORK
Homework is set for students to practise
a new skill, or develop their understanding
of the content that is being taught within
the classroom. Quality and purposeful
homework tasks make a difference to
fostering good lifelong learning and study
habits. Students are encouraged to identify
people within their home or family that can
be their homework helpers, and plan out
their weekly homework tasks in order to
manage their time effectively throughout
the week. Students should create a
timetable to help with balancing their time
spent on extra-curricular activities, with
time spent on homework tasks, which can
be referred to regularly by teachers and
parents in order to monitor progress and
provide help when needed. This term in
grade 6, students will be given homework
projects that align with the learning from
their Unit of Inquiry. The project will last for
the duration of the inquiry unit (6-7 weeks)
and will assist students with developing
their enduring understanding. There will
be an overall due date for the projects, and
occasionally there may be mini due dates
for smaller tasks. Students will need to
focus on their time-management skills to
ensure that they space out their learning
across the weeks, and not rush in the week
before the project is due. In addition to
these projects, some consolidating tasks
may be set by the classroom teacher after
workshops/lessons, and students are to be
reading daily for 20-30 minutes.
RESTORATIVE PRACTICES
Alamanda College is committed to the
process of Restorative Practices, which
assists teachers, students and parents
with building, maintaining and restoring
relationships. Restorative Practices helps
to build capacity to enable students to selfregulate their behaviour, and contributes
to the overall improvement of learning
outcomes across the school. Within the
classroom, students are maintaining healthy
relationships with each other and with their
teachers through mutual understanding
and respect. When conflict or issues arise,
students are encouraged to communicate
and express their concerns, while reflecting
on their actions and how they can improve
the situation for themselves and others.
These practices will be reflected in
classroom Essential Agreements, and be
referred to throughout the year.

UNIFORM
In term 2, students are to wear full winter
uniform; jumper, pants and long-sleeve
shirt for boys, jumper or cardigan, tunic/
skirt or pants and long-sleeve shirt for
girls, as well as navy blue school socks and
black school shoes (not runners). Sport
uniform is to be worn on the day students
have PE and on Fridays for grade 6 sport.
Students may wear their Grade 6 Polo
shirt on Wednesday and Friday only. It is
not to be worn on sport day (unless this
day also falls on a Wednesday or Friday).
If your child temporarily does not have the
correct uniform, please send in a note to
the classroom teacher, or speak to them
directly.

These leaderships groups provide students
with opportunities to display initiative,
responsibility, and creative thinking, which
is ultimately preparing students for their
future in high-school and beyond.
CAMPS
In Year 6 at Alamanda College, we are
committed to ensuring students are
exposed to a range of life experiences,
helping to foster independence and
resilience in readiness for high school. We
are excited to once again offer two camp
experiences to Year 6 students, including
Tasmania Camp and the China Exchange
Program.

IPADS/MACBOOKS
iPads and Macbooks are an integral part of
the classroom program, as they strongly
support individual goal setting, and research.
Please ensure that iPads and Macbooks are
charged overnight, as due to health and
safety, students are unable to charge their
devices at school.

TASMANIA CAMP
Numbers have now been confirmed for
Tasmania and we are now in the process of
locking in accommodation and transport
for the upcoming trip. We wish to thank
all attending families for supporting the
program and would like to advise you that
further information regarding payments will
be sent out shortly.

LEADERSHIP GROUPS
Every Wednesday afternoon, all students
are split into their nominated leadership
groups for 1 hour. Students nominated 4
preferences for their leadership groups,
and were allocated one of their options.
All students in grade 6 are leaders, and
represent one of the following groups;
House Leaders, Assembly Leaders,
Action and Events Leaders, Prep Mentor
Leaders, Sustainability Leaders, Empathy
and Kindness Leaders, News Leaders,
Coding Leaders and F1 Leaders. Each
week, students meet together to plan
and discuss different initiatives across the
school that they can be involved in, or lead.

CHINA EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Alamanda College is excited to announce
we are yet again confirmed participants
in the 2018 China Exchange Program. 5
students and 1 teacher will be representing
Alamanda College, alongside a total of
56 other school students from 7 schools
nationwide. The attending students will be
immersed in the fascinating life and culture
of China as they travel to Shanghai and
Nanjing for the 14-day exchange. Notes
have recently been sent home in regards
to payments, language lessons and personal
information forms. We advise the relevant
families to please be aware of due dates, as
no late notices/payments can be accepted.
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YEAR 6 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
Education teachers. SEPEP is an approach
towards teaching physical education that
aims to maximise involvement and deepen
understanding of sports by giving students
dedicated roles outside of just participation.
It seeks to develop leadership and other
interpersonal skills valuable to all aspects of
life. Students in each class are at the forefront
when deciding which sports they will focus on
throughout the year. Whilst participating in
this program students will focus on concepts
such as defence and attack as well as working
as a team to come up with strategies and
game plays.

ART

P.E.

By the end of Level 6, students explain how
ideas are expressed in artworks they make and
view. They demonstrate the use of different
techniques and processes in planning and
making artworks. They use visual conventions
and visual arts practices to express ideas,
themes and concepts in their artworks.

The Levels 5 and 6 curriculum supports
students to develop knowledge, understanding
and skills to create opportunities and take
action to enhance their own and others’
health, wellbeing, safety and physical activity
participation. Students develop skills to
manage their emotions, understand the
physical and social changes that are occurring
for them and examine how the nature of
their relationships changes over time. The
content provides opportunities for students
to contribute to building a positive school
environment that supports healthy, safe
and active choices for everyone. They also
explore a range of factors and behaviours that
can influence health, safety and wellbeing.
Students refine and further develop a wide
range of fundamental movement skills in
more complex movement patterns and
situations in a range of settings, including
indoor, outdoor and aquatic. They also apply
their understanding of movement strategies
and concepts when composing and creating
movement sequences and participating in
games and sport. Students in Levels 5 and
6 further develop their understanding about
movement as they learn to monitor how their
body responds to different types of physical
activity. In addition, they continue to learn to
apply rules fairly and behave ethically when
participating in different physical activities.
Students also learn to communicate
and problem-solve in teams or groups in
movement settings.

This term, Year 6 students are inquiry into
how “Our natural world inspires many
artists to create Art in unique ways.” This
will include creating animal sculptures using
newspaper and threads based on the Tjanpi
Desert Weavers fibre works. Following
this, students will learn about a variety of
Australian artists who utilise the printmaking
process. Understanding how the natural world
inspires artists such as Margaret Preston and
Narelle Oliver to create their lino cut prints.
To demonstrate their understanding of how
artists are inspired by the natural world as
well as the printmaking process, students
will create their own unique images inspired
by the natural world, and utilise their skills
of composition, design, and carving lino, ink
printing and hand colouring.
Along with our focus on International
Mindedness, the PYP Learner Profile has
been incorporated to guide the students
to understand how good learners learn
and therefore take responsibility for their
learning in the Art room. The Learner Profile
encourages all children to be inquirers,
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators,
principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers,
balanced and reflective.
Ms Cicivelli, Ms. Mitchell, Ms Davey
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This year Grade 5 students will participate
in a Sport Education for Physical Education
Program (SEPEP). This is a student
run program overseen by the Physical

Throughout every PE lesson, students are
encouraged to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning of
others. We encourage all students to be risktakers, inquirers, open-minded, effective
communicators, caring and reflective during
PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in PE and ask for students to wear
their PE uniform and to bring a drink bottle to
all PE classes. If your child cannot participate
in a PE lesson, then please send them to their
PE teacher with a signed note outlining the
reason for their non-participation.
LOTE

At Level Six, students recognise and describe
features of Chinese culture reflected in
communication practises, and apply this
knowledge to their own interactions with
Chinese people. They describe aspects of own
identity and reflect on differences between
Chinese and English culture, identifying how
this knowledge can help their intercultural
exchanges.
In Term Two, Grade Six students will investigate
the daily life in China, including foods in a day,
public transportation, education, work, leisure
life, and languages used in China, as part of
the inquiry looking into different cultures all
around the world. They will use a range of
graphic organisers to brainstorm what they
think they know about China and record the
facts of China when watching video clips
or introduction slides. They will understand
the Chinese (Mandarin) they are learning
is the official language in China and many
other countries and regions. But there’re a
variety of dialects that Chinese people use
to communicate in their daily life. They will
recognise the wide use of Chinese around
the world, and make connections to identify

the importance of other languages, such as
English, Spanish, French, Hindi, Arabic, etc.,
and the impacts on communities. Accessing
the prior knowledge of schooling in Australia
and China, students will be encouraged to
compare similarities and differences between
the two education systems and reflect on
how it influences the daily life of Australians
and Chinese.
During Languages classes, students are
provided with tasks that will challenge them
to develop and increase their confidence,
and other positive attitudes of learning and
the learner profile. Activities will encourage
students to inquire, think critically, reflect,
communicate, take risks and cooperate. The
PYP attitudes of curiosity, commitment,
open-mindedness, and enthusiasm are
embedded in teaching and learning.

MUSIC

Students in Grades Five and Six will be using
a range of instruments and electronically
generated sounds to create effects. They
will improve their technical skills through the
chance to improvise, arrange and compose
new material. They will increase their
musicianship by performing new material and
refine their approach through the exploration
and analysis of various genres of music and
how certain concepts and feelings have been
communicated within this repertoire.
Our focus for the year will revolve around
media and advertising and how music is used
in the media. Students will compose a jingle

advertising a certain product having considered
certain requirements that would be given in a
real-life scenario. They will compose lyrics that
match their intention as well as harmony that
helps support this. They will also update their
repertoire by practising existing songs that have
also been used in advertisements and analyse
why they have been used and the effect they
have had on the visual element in the ad.
We will be using the PYP Learner Profile to
further our students’ skills as inquirers into
material that fits our themes and become more
reflective through the song writing process and
accepting positive and constructive criticism to
help produce a composition that the student is
proud of.

DRAMA

In Year Six, students apply and develop their
arts knowledge by exploring processes and
ways to communicate concepts arising from
their personal experiences and from the world
around them. Students consider the purpose
and audiences of their arts works as they
experiment with various ways of presenting
works in a range of arts forms, and begin to
evaluate and refine their work in response to
feedback. Students discuss the possibilities of
communicating without words then create
performances based on image, to suggest
what may have happened before and after
what is depicted in the image.
During our first focus for the program,
students will be exploring the elements of
Pantomime. Students will be researching the
history of Pantomime, and use the process
of script writing, rehearsal and performing to
produce a film on their iPads. To create the
commercials students will work cooperatively
and confidently to express ideas. Students will
work in both small groups and as a whole class
to collaborate, and give constructive feedback
to one another.
We will be using the PYP Learner Profiles in
class to guide the students understanding of
how a good learner involved themselves in
their learning, and therefore take responsibility
for their learning in the classroom. The
students will be encouraged to develop the
PYP Learner Profile attributes of being openminded with their learning, approaching new
ideas with enthusiasm and curiosity.
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YEAR 6 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
SCIENCE

ROBOTICS

The Grade 6 science curriculum will allow
students to continue their chemical science
journey by recognising questions that can
be investigated scientifically. Students
will explore how changes can be classified
in different ways. They will identify the
difference between physical and chemical
change. Students will recap on the changes
to materials that can be reversible, including
melting, freezing, evaporating. Then focus on
irreversible reactions, including burning and
rusting.

In grade 6, all classes have EV3 kits which
came from the Lego robotics family. Students
exercise their cooperative and collaborative
skills in order to work together and create
various robot models, using coding apps and
online tutorials as guides. In addition to this, all
students are developing their skills in writing
and reading Python as a coding language.
Classes are using CodeClub.org workshops
for students to follow at a self-paced rate.
Python will then be used to code a range
of robots available to the grade 6 students

Experimentally identify evidence that a
physical change has taken place by looking
at change in shape or form, expansion and
contraction, changes of state and mixing.
Then identify evidence that a chemical
change has taken place. Students will be able
to explain how chemical change involves
substances reacting to form new substances
and investigate simple reactions. Finally,
students will explain how the chemical
properties of a substance will affect its use and
explore how reversible changes can be used
to recycle materials.
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

As outlined in the Australian curriculum –
Design and Technologies, in year 6 students
will have the opportunity to create designed
solutions in Food Technology. Students will
inquire into the use of technologies – such
as; materials, systems, components, tools
and equipment. They will evaluate design
solutions using the key concepts, form,
function, connection, causation, perspective,
responsibility and change. For example: How
does it work? Who will use it? Or How can it
be improved? Using a range of technologies
to communicate, students will draw, model
and explain design ideas.
Students will be engaged in creating foods
and beverages from a variety of cultures as
they explore their own identity and gain an
appreciation for other cultural cuisines. They
will inquire into balanced eating choices and
participate in discussions about food safety
and hygiene.
Students are encouraged to become more
independent and responsible for their learning
by bringing in their own food container, apron
and iPad to every Food Tech Lesson.
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including the Humanoids and the EV3’s. Each
timetable can attend a weekly coding group at
lunchtime, where students can consolidate
their coding/robotics understanding with a
range of different robots. Different programs
and competitions will be run throughout the
year, where students will have the opportunity
to up-skill themselves through professional
development and specialised workshops.
These will be offered to students based on
their level of interest and commitment. We
look forward to developing student’s abilities
in the area of robotics, as we move towards
our fourth unit of inquiry in term 3 which is
focused around artificial intelligence.

