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UNIT OF INQUIRY

Our fourth Unit of Inquiry for this semester
will allow students to build on their prior
knowledge of the Transdisciplinary Theme,
‘How the World Works’.
Central Idea:
The pursuit of utopia can push the
boundaries of biological science.
Lines of Inquiry:
An inquiry into the systems of the
natural world
An inquiry into innovative thinking in
response to biological understanding
An inquiry into the ethical
considerations of the uses of
biological understanding
Key Concepts:
Function
Connection
Perspective
Related concepts:
Systems
Ethics
Innovations

IMPORTANT
DATES
August 26-29
Year 6 Camp to Tasmania
Friday 7th September
Book day
Monday 10th September
Curriculum day

Within this Inquiry, students will delve into
the world of biological science as they
gain an insight into the systems that exist
within the natural world. Students will use
their research skills to investigate into
different aspects of biology including, food
modification, eco-systems, body systems
and cellular biology, whilst continuing to
build on their literacy skills within the genre
of information texts. This Unit of Inquiry
will have a strong emphasis on critical
and creative thinking as students will be
challenged to question the ethics behind
biological sciences, particularly when
investigating controversial issues such as
stem-cell research and ‘designer-babies’.
Embedded within this inquiry are strong
literacy, language and literature links.
Students will continue to build on their
reading comprehension skills through
SOLO Taxonomy questions, created and
designed for a range of media resources
such as short video clips, mini-series
episodes and documentaries. There will be a
strong emphasis on building comprehension
through viewing, while students practise
their summarising and note-taking skills

using thinker’s tools such as mind mapping
and Cornell Notes. To complement this
reading focus, students will be exploring
information texts as a writing focus for this
unit of inquiry. Students will unpack the
language features and text structure for
this writing genre, and will learn to blend
together factual content with narrative
features in order to deliver facts and
information through an engaging ‘storylike’ lens.
During this inquiry, students will also be
given the opportunity to use Alamanda’s
newly purchased, Virtual Reality (VR)
headsets, which allow students to take
part in a range of experiences, that would
otherwise be impossible. As a provocation
activity using Google Classroom, students
will have the opportunity to ‘enter’ the
human body as they explore the digestive
system and what truly happens on the inside
when we eat. Due to age recommendations
for this equipment, notes will be sent home
shortly requesting permission for your child
to be part of this incredible, educational
experience.

AN INQUIRY INTO MATHEMATICS

CAMP- TOUR OF TASMANIA

During this Unit of Inquiry in Numeracy,
Year 6 students will continue taking an
inquiry approach to Mathematics. Using
the central idea, ‘Algebra creates a
mathematical language using numbers and
symbols to express relationships’, students
will continue to set personal learning goals
in order to investigate the relationships that
exist when applying and extending their
knowledge of the four operations. Using the
key concepts connection and function to
drive the inquiry, students will gain a deeper
understanding of the role that number
patterns and algebraic thinking play within
our daily lives, as well as use this opportunity
to develop meaningful strategies to
manipulate the four operations.

This term, students will venture off on the
grade 6 Tour of Tasmania. We will depart
for our tour on the 26th of August, leaving
in the evening via the Spirit of Tasmania.
During our tour, we will visit historic
locations such as Port Arthur Historic Site,
and listen to presentations from historical
actors at the Cascades Female Factory.
Students will return to Melbourne on the
29th of August, flying home with Virgin
Australia. This Tour will link in with multiple
units of inquiry that have been and will be
taught throughout the year, specifically
focusing on Australia’s colonial history
and the war and conflict that has occurred
throughout our nation’s history. Students
will explore the history of Tasmania, and
Australia, and learn how human migration
has contributed to the form of our nation.
We look forward to sharing many memories
and photos with families upon our return.

In order to achieve their goals, students
will attend small, teacher-led workshops
targeting their individual needs. Using
the inquiry cycle, student will then use
these skills to further their independent
investigations, as they find and sort relevant
information using programs such as Khan
Academy and Alamanda Maths. Finally,
students are then able to make conclusions
and take action on their learning, as they
work towards becoming reflective and
independent learners.
We wish to continue encouraging families
to support their child with their learning
at home by discussing with their child
their goals and progress. This process
helps students to consolidate their new
understandings and celebrates their
successes both at school and at home.
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YEAR 6 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS

ART

At Level 6, students work independently
and reflectively. They experiment with
and apply a range of skills, techniques and
processes using a variety of materials and
equipment to create their artworks. In
their artworks, they communicate ideas
and understandings about themselves and
others, incorporating influences from their
own and other cultures and times. They
evaluate the effectiveness of their art works
and make changes to realise intended aims.
They consider purpose and suitability when
they plan and prepare art works.
To begin Term 3 in Art we will be analysing
how story books use illustrations to
communicate different perspectives.
In particular, the Grade 6 students will
be reading ‘I’m Australian too’, written
by author Mem Fox and illustrated by
Ronojoy Ghosh. The book’s message and
visual imagery will meaningfully encourage
students to explore and celebrate the
cultural diversity that is modern Australia.
Students with go through a design process
to research and create visual imagery which
reflects their story of belonging. Students
will draw upon ideas of heritage, family,
culture, time and place to construct an
artist book that visually communicates
their own narrative. Over a series of weeks,
Students will inquire into the different
artistic techniques and materials, such as
watercolour, print making, drawing, mixed
media and collage to find their own personal
style that best communicates their story.
Their series of small artworks will be later
complied into an artist book handmade by
each student.
The PYP Learner Profile will be used to
guide the children to understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the art
room. The Learner Profile encourages all
children to be inquirers, knowledgeable,
thinkers, communicators, principled, openminded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and
reflective.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Level 6 curriculum supports students
to develop knowledge, understanding
and skills to create opportunities and take
action to enhance their own and others’
health, wellbeing, safety and physical

activity participation. Students develop
skills to manage their emotions, understand
the physical and social changes that are
occurring for them and examine how the
nature of their relationships changes over
time. The content provides opportunities
for students to contribute to building a
positive school environment that supports
healthy, safe and active choices for
everyone. They also explore a range of
factors and behaviours that can influence
health, safety and wellbeing. Students
refine and further develop a wide range
of fundamental movement skills in more
complex movement patterns and situations
in a range of settings, including indoor,
outdoor and aquatic. They also apply their
understanding of movement strategies and
concepts when composing and creating
movement sequences and participating in
games and sport. Students in Levels 5 and 6
further develop their understanding about
movement as they learn to monitor how
their body responds to different types of
physical activity. In addition, they continue
to learn to apply rules fairly and behave
ethically when participating in different
physical activities. Students also learn to
communicate and problem-solve in teams
or groups in movement settings.
This Term students are continuing to
participate in SEPEP. This is a student
run program overseen by the Physical
Education teachers. SEPEP is an approach
towards teaching physical education that
aims to maximise involvement and deepen
understanding of sports by giving students
dedicated roles outside of just participation.
It seeks to develop leadership and other
interpersonal skills valuable to all aspects
of life. Students in each class are at the
forefront when deciding which sports they
will focus on throughout the year. Whilst
participating in this program students will
focus on concepts such as defence and
attack as well as working as a team to come
up with strategies and game plays. Students
will participate in a range of new sports this
term that were chosen by them, including
Ultimate Frisbee and Soccer.
Throughout every PE lesson, students are
encouraged to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning
of others. We encourage all students to
be risk-takers, inquirers, open-minded,
effective communicators, caring and
reflective during PE.

At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in PE and ask for students to
wear their PE uniform and to bring a drink
bottle to all PE classes. If your child cannot
participate in a PE lesson, then please send
them to their PE teacher with a signed
note outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
LANGUAGE

At Level Six, students recognise and
describe features of Chinese culture
reflected in communication practices,
and apply this knowledge to their own
interactions with Chinese people. They
describe aspects of own identity and reflect
on differences between Chinese and English
culture, identifying how this knowledge can
help their intercultural exchanges.
In Term Three of Language, Grade Six
students will inquire into a culture unit
about Chinese government and policies,
including the historical background when
the People’s Republic of China was
established, the constitution of Chinese
government, the meaning of Chinese
country flag and national anthem, influential
government leaders, and two important
policies – One Child Policy and Collegeentrance Examination Policy, as part of the
transdisciplinary theme “How we organise
ourselves”. Exposed to a wide range of
resources including videos, pictures, and
PowerPoint slides, students will have a
deeper understanding of how the change
of time and circumstances will impact on
Chinese people’s thoughts and choices.
Accessing the prior knowledge of famous
leaders, students will be encouraged to
compare one Chinese leader with a
leader of their choice and recorded their
similarities and differences on a Venn
Diagram. To practise their thinking skills,
students will work independently to create
a mind map of Chinese government,
displaying the duties and responsibilities of
different sections in Chinese government.
They will also work collaboratively in groups
to complete a thinking hat activity, in which
they will explore the benefits as well as
drawbacks of the One Child Policy, and why
this policy has been abolished recently. To
showcase their understanding of the unit,
students will create a digital presentation
to introduce. Chinese government and
policies they learnt and share their learning
with the class on Seesaw.

During Languages classes, students are
provided with tasks that will challenge them
to develop and increase their confidence,
and other positive attitudes of learning and
the learner profile. Activities will encourage
students to inquire, think critically, reflect,
communicate, take risks and cooperate. The
PYP attitudes of curiosity, commitment,
open-mindedness, and enthusiasm are
embedded in teaching and learning.
DRAMA

In Grades 6A and 6B, students apply and
develop their arts knowledge by exploring
processes and ways to communicate
concepts arising from their personal
experiences and from the world around
them. Students consider the purpose
and audiences of their arts works as they
experiment with various ways of presenting
works in a range of arts forms, and begin to
evaluate and refine their work in response to
feedback. Students discuss the possibilities
of communicating without words then
create performances based on image, to
suggest what may have happened before
and after what is depicted in the image.
During our first focus for the program,
students will be exploring the elements of
Pantomime. Students will be researching
the history of Pantomime, and use the
process of script writing, rehearsal and
performing to produce a film on their
iPads. To create the commercials students
will work cooperatively and confidently
to express ideas. Students will work in
both small groups and as a whole class to
collaborate, and give constructive feedback
to one another.
We will be using the PYP Learner Profiles
in class to guide the students understanding
of how a good learner involved themselves
in their learning, and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the
classroom. The students will be encouraged
to develop the PYP Learner Profile
attributes of being open-minded with
their learning, approaching new ideas with
enthusiasm and curiosity.
MUSIC

Students in 6F and 6G will be using a range
of instruments and electronically generated
sounds to create effects. They will improve
their technical skills through the chance
to improvise, arrange and compose
new material. They will increase their

musicianship by Performing new material
and refine their approach through the
exploration and analysis of various genres
of music and how certain concepts and
feelings have been communicated within
this repertoire.
Our focus for the year will revolve around
media and advertising and how music is
used in the media. Students will compose
a jingle advertising a certain product
having considered certain requirements
that would be given in a real-life scenario.
They will compose lyrics that match their
intention as well as harmony that helps
support this. They will also update their
repertoire by practising existing songs that
have also been used in advertisements and
analyse why they have been used and the
effect they have had on the visual element
in the ad.
We will be using our PYP Learner Profiles
to further our students’ skills as Inquirers
into material that fits our themes and
become more reflective through the song
writing process and accepting positive and
constructive criticism to help produce a
composition that the student is proud of.
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Grade 6C, 6D and 6E
As outlined in the Australian curriculum –
Design and Technologies, in year 6 students
will have the opportunity to create designed
solutions in Food Technology. Students
will inquire into the use of technologies –
such as; materials, systems, components,
tools and equipment. They will evaluate
design solutions using the key concepts,
form, function, connection, causation,
perspective, responsibility and change. For
example: How does it work? Who will use it?
Or How can it be improved? Using a range
of technologies to communicate, students
will draw, model and explain design ideas.
Students will be engaged in creating foods
and beverages from a variety of cultures
as they explore their own identity and gain
an appreciation for other cultural cuisines.
They will inquire into balanced eating
choices and participate in discussions about
food safety and hygiene.
Students are encouraged to become
more independent and responsible for
their learning by bringing in their own food
container, apron and iPad to every Food
Tech Lesson.

SCIENCE

The Grade 6 science curriculum will allow
students to continue their chemical science
journey by recognising questions that can
be investigated scientifically. Students
will explore how changes can be classified
in different ways. They will identify the
difference between physical and chemical
change. Students will recap on the changes
to materials that can be reversible, including
melting, freezing, evaporating. Then focus
on irreversible reactions, including burning
and rusting.
Experimentally identify evidence that a
physical change has taken place by looking
at change in shape or form, expansion and
contraction, changes of state and mixing.
Then identify evidence that a chemical
change has taken place. Students will
be able to explain how chemical change
involves substances reacting to form
new substances and investigate simple
reactions. Finally, students will explain how
the chemical properties of a substance will
affect its use and explore how reversible
changes can be used to recycle materials.

