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Inspire, Shine, Create.

Dare t
o be wise.

As we move into our final week of Term 3, staff have been
reflecting on our successes from over last 10 weeks.

mastered a range of runs on Mt. Buller. We look forward to
seeing the Go-Pro footage from the trip.

The Great Barrier Reef Tour and inaugural Ski Trip have
been a magnificent success! Student and teachers have
returned to school both on a high and exhausted from
their experiences and adventures around the Reef in
Queensland and the High Country in Victoria.

The Curriculum Day held for staff on Monday was a great
opportunity for all staff to explore our whole school data.
Julie Chandler ran the Professional Development session,
which showcased our NAPLAN, Attitudes to School and
Staff survey data, showing us a ‘story’ across the school.
Staff explore the enablers and barriers within our teams,
and identified how we can move forward, and continue to
improve. Having a whole school approach to teaching and
learning supports teachers across the College to ensure
we are working with the same whole school focuses. With
the work of the department, through documents such as
Amplify and the Framework for School Improvement, staff
are ensuring that student voice and agency are ‘real’ and
meaningful across our mini-school. We explored Johnston
(2004) model of ‘Generating a positive cycle of learning’,

The Great Barrier Reef tour returned home last week,
after four sunny days in Cairns. Students enjoyed a range
of snorkelling and water activities, learning new skills and
knowledge about the Reef, and building independence
during their trip. There has been some magnificent Go-Pro
and drone footage of our students out and about, which
we can’t wait to share at assemblies.
The Ski trip returned late on Thursday evening. The trip
was full of snow and spills! All students learnt new skills and
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Dogs are not permitted within the
Alamanda school grounds unless
given approval by the Principal.
The exception to this policy is
for dogs that assist people with
disabilities.
The purpose of this notice is
to support the promotion of a
safe school environment and to
ensure the safety of all students,
toddlers, and parents within the
school yard.

and the impact that voice and agency has on the resilience and motivation of
a learner, which clearly fits in with our school and IB philosophy. Regenerated
and empowered from our day together with data, teachers are planning and
implementing during Professional Learning days throughout the remainder of
term.
Staff and students are looking forward to Term 4, as we prepare for photography
camps, the Central Australia tour and Year 8 Bush Survival Camp, and perhaps
even a Sailing opportunity! It’s also time to get out your summer uniforms to
ensure they are ready (and still fit!) for the beginning of term. Please ensure you
are following the newsletter and the SchoolBag application for important dates
towards the end of the year, including Student-Led conferences, transitions and
Year 9 graduation.
A final reminder to put in your Pick My Project votes – voting closes on Monday
17th at 5pm!
1. Visit the ‘Pick My Project’ homepage or follow the link:
https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/rounds/pick-my-project/ideas/
alamanda-college-and-wyndham-harbour-sailing-program
2. Add ‘Alamanda College and Wyndham Harbour Sailing program’ to your
shortlist.
3. Register to vote using your name, email, mobile etc. This account will need
to be verified via email.
4. Add two more local projects to your shortlist (you must have three projects
on your shortlist to proceed with your vote, and please double check to
make sure Alamanda College is in the mix!)
5. Submit your shortlist.
6. Verify your votes using the code sent to your mobile.
Dare to be wise,

Kirsten Sullivan and Ryan Ma
Acting Assistant Principal
Secondary School
Alamanda College

YEAR 7 RUGBY LEAGUE

Over the last week, the year 7s have
been lucky enough to have a guest
representative from the National
Rugby League attend the school
to introduce our next PE unit. Luke,
a game development officer, is a
passionate supporter of both the
NRL and the Melbourne Storm and
brought great enthusiasm to our P.E
classes. At first, Luke made us do a
small warm-up game, called tunnel
ball. Next, he taught us some basic
rules, then broke us off into small
groups and helped us play smallsided rugby league games. We all
thought Luke was a great coach,
who made the whole of 7C, get an
idea of how much fun Rugby League
can be. It was clear that the class
had fun at the mini-session and
are looking forward to engaging in
Rugby League through PE. All of the
students from Alamanda College

appreciated having Mrs. Tjia organise
this session for us and for Luke helping
some of us follow our passion of
Rugby League. Many more of our
students would also love to have
such a wonderful experience.
Aryan Choudhary – 7C

Year 7 Food Technology
Throughout the term, Year 7 Food
Technology students have been using
the design cycle to research, analyse,
investigate, create and evaluate a
range of healthy breakfast products as
they develop their hygiene, safety and
technical skills required in the kitchen.
Over the past 2 weeks, students have
been working collaboratively to
produce their final design ideas. Below
is a selection of their work, including
images of their final dishes as well as
recipes and evaluations of their work.
Self Evaluation – Blueberry Muffins by
Khushi Patel
During this task I was making my
breakfast recipe. I think I did a good
job at that because I had help
from one of my friends Aleena. She
helped me with things like measuring
the ingredients to check if I had the
right amount or not. I think my dish
was healthy because it included
blueberries which are fruit that gives
us vitamins and I also had eggs in my
muffins which is a very good source
of protein. I think 1 or 2 muffins would
be appetizing for someone to have
for breakfast, it will also give a lot of
energy and strength to last a long time.
Next time I make blueberry muffins I will
make sure I use brown sugar instead
of white sugar and use whole wheat
flour instead of self-raising flour. I will
also add fruits on my breakfast dish to
add more vitamins and make the dish
more healthier. Overall I think I did a
good job at making this breakfast dish
because my muffins were all cooked
very nicely except the one that
was overfilled with the batter. I was
cooperative because I worked well
with Aleena and she helped me by
communicating with me about what
the next steps were. She also gave me
advice to improve my dish at the end.
Peer Evaluation – Khushi’s Blueberry
Muffins by Aleena Saji
I think my partner Khushi did an
amazing job, her breakfast idea was a
muffin like mine but she had different
methods and ingredients. Her dish was
definitely time efficient as it only took

time to leave in the oven for it to get
baked. She used fresh ingredients to
make her dish more healthy. I think she
should use less chocolate as she used
a lot of chocolate in her dish causing
her dish to be a bit unhealthy. But
overall her and I worked well together
to create a quick and simple dish.

Self-Evaluation - Apple Puree Pikelets
by Po-Hsu Chen
1. What did you make?
Apple puree pikelets, with blueberry
topping.
2. How is your dish healthy?
My dish contains eggs, apple puree
and blueberries, which gives protein,
potassium and vitamin C.
3. Why is this dish for breakfast?
This dish is prepared quickly and
cooked equally fast, it’s delicious and
can be consumed quickly.
4. What is interesting about your dish?
Compared to other pancakes or
pikelets, it has an extra tint of a
different taste of sweetness and a
flavor of apple puree.
5. How did you manage your time in
the lesson?
We first collected all the ingredients,
then immediately followed the
procedure on making the dish, we
messed up a bit on placing the

multiple pikelets in the one pan but
recovered soon.
6. What new combinations and/or
skills did you use in making your dish?
I learnt more about how to make
a recipe and use it in a dish, what
to improve on while writing the dish
procedures such as: giving specific
instructions, what ingredients and
where they are placed, the time or
temperature of things and to keep
repeating a step and where to stop.
7.How does your dish differ from others
in the class?
It is different because it’s efficient
and is made from batter, and has a
different taste then the other group
whose dish is just pikelets. (no offence)
8. How could you improve your dish if
you made it again?
I would definitely make my pikelets
bigger, better, stronger rather than
these tiny things, as well as organizing
the finishing touch such as adding
maple syrup and maybe adding more
small pikelets in.
9. What did others think of my dish?
Aleena and Kushi thought it was
good and isn’t bad which was an
unexpected reply to us. My dad, also
commented that it tasted good.
Recipe Card - Apple Puree Pikelets by
Po-Hsu Chen

Year 7 Food Technology

Year 7 Egg Drop

On Friday 21st the Year 7
students will participate in
an Egg Drop competition.
The students have applied
their learning of inertia
and forces in Science to
design and test a container
which will help their egg
survive a fall.

Year 7 Maths

Year 7 Great
Barrier Reef
Excursion
Approximately 32 Nautical miles
northeast of Cairns, bordering the trinity
passage lies one of many reef systems
that make up, what we know as the
Great Barrier Reef. Norman and Saxton
reef certainly know how to put on a
show.

THE WORLD OF ALGEBRA
Algebra. Whenever a teacher pops
this word out into a classroom, the
horror-struck faces of students are a
common sight. But after examining
the actual questions and the ways
to tackle them, the majority of us
were feeling much more confident.
Algebra was a 9-week course that we
undertook. We practised our skills in
the field of algebra weekly along with
regular assignments that we had to
complete. We all had different goals
that we would want to work on, and
achieve. The continuum had a variety
of goals ranging from Years 7-11 and
we all distributed ourselves into where
we best fit. We also understood that
algebra is very useful in Science
(Physics). We used algebra to unravel
countless questions in physics and
it truly is a fascinating topic. Upon
the conclusion of the course, we
completed revision tests that the
teachers checked to understand
our understandings and gave us
feedback to help us improvise. I
commend my teachers, Mrs. Sullivan,
Mr. Doherty, Ms. Sadler and Ms. Mayes,
for supporting me and my peers
throughout this complicated concept
and journey. I look forward to all the
other convoluted topics that we

undergo and hope that they are, if not
harder, just as challenging as Algebra.
- Dhruv Kapoor
GOAL-SETTING
The grade 7 cohort have been using
the maths continuum as a resource
to help us constantly improve our skills
and set new goals. The continuum
ensures we always have something
to work on and work towards. The
continuum is devised into many levels
ranging from a year 6 standard to a
year 10 standard. This ensures that no
matter what the calibre of the student,
they consistently have something to
work on and improve their skills on.
The continuum has well organised
structure, and has helped us all stay
focused on our work, and manage
our goals effectively. - Michael Lim &
Adi Joshi

ANGLES
During this term, we worked on
the topic, angles. In the image
shown, we are working on the goal:
finding unknown angels. We worked
collaboratively by teaching each
other how to find the value of the
pro numeral. - Amyra Handa & Khushi
Patel

You only have to peer over the side
of the multi hull catamaran where
the deepest of blues meet the vivid
turquoise waters of what can only be
best described as truly amazing. Within
30 seconds of tying up to the swing
mooring, Giant trevally with back’s
as wide as school bags glide through
the water, an abundance of curious
fish begin to emerge from the deep
leaving their shelter of the coral reef
to congregate 1-2 meters below the
surface at the stern of the boat.
Then if you take a few minutes to
turn your head 360 degrees to see
braking waves crashing on exposed
reef systems, you begin to wonder
how it is that not every Australian has
had the privilege to visit this incredible
destination and how fortunate our
students are to experience this
wonderful opportunity.
The overwhelming sense of serenity is
contagious, even with 18 exuberant
students just itching to enter the blue.
After you have battled to slide into your
wet suit and suck on your snorkel, the
true beauty hits you. Entering that water
you soon realise it’s a sensory overload,
vibrant coral colours, the crackling of
coral in your ears, an abundance of fish
species darting and dancing around
their homes. Anything that is not firmly
fixed, floats with the motion of the
ocean and surges with swell.
The Great Barrier Reef is home to over
1800 fish species and 5000 mollusc and
127 shark species, and it certainly was
all on show throughout the week of
snorkelling. Students did not miss an

Year 7 Great Barrier Reef Excursion
opportunity to get in the water and
test their ability as underwater explorers
in conditions which could only be
described as magnificent.
The initial snorkel sessions consisted
predominantly of surface viewing as
students swam across the surface.
What was extremely pleasing to see
were students demonstrating immense
growth in confidence and ability in
such a short period of time. It wasn’t
long before students began to test their

limits diving down, getting up close and
personal with bump head wrasse and
black tip reef sharks. It was evident
when a black tip reef shark or turtle
was spotted. The white water splashing
on the surface of 18 students swimming
across the surface to get a look at a 3040 year old turtle just doing its thing was
certainly a sight to see.
Throughout the trip students were
exposed to a number of different
educational activities from collecting

coral data at Fitzroy Island, learning
about conservational zones and
marine parks whilst incorporating
navigational skills when reading and
interpreting maps and data.
But the real learning took place when
students left the comfort of their beds at
4am in cold winter Melbourne morning
to embark on what would turn out to
be an experience that would be larger
than just the Great Barrier Reef: What it
means to be an Australian.

Year 8 Maths
DIFFERENTIATED
LEARNING IN MATH
In maths we have been learning
about simple interest and compound
interest. I have learnt a lot in this past
term with financial math. It was quite
hard to remember the formula, but
with little bit of revision at home it
became really easy. Simple interest
was really easy to figure out and the
formula was really simple. (I=PxRxT)
Compound Interest formula was hard
to remember because I would always
forget to add the 1 after dividing the
rate by 100. A=P(1+R/100)^n
I think I could work on the more harder
versions on finding out on how to
solve the time. We were also given
differentiated practices on a variety of
financial math questions. We started

with the “Thanos” task and progressed
to the “Iron Man” task. Subsequently,
we progressed to the “Dr Strange”
Task. Each task prepares us for different
difficulty levels on the topics. For
instance, the Thanos task focuses more
on percentages and discounts, the
Iron Man task focuses more on Simple
Interest and elementary Compound
Interest questions. The Dr. Strange task
focuses more on complex compound
interest tasks and how we can provide
reasoning in our choice of formulas.
Our teacher also encouraged us to
move on the next level of proficiency
all the time. He highlighted that
in differentiated learning, we are
working towards progression. Each
differentiated task is an “exit” task to
the next higher learning stage.

When we had our tests everyone was
given a test paper based on their
level. Most people had the same tests.
Tough cookie and lemon squeezy were
the 2 test levels. I was given tough
cookie and it was really a challenge.
Some of us were given the lemon
squeezy and my friends moved on to
Tough Cookie once they showed their
abilities to master the basic topics. I
was able to do the first 11 questions,
but after question 12 it became really
hard. With the Depreciation I had so
much trouble. I believe that with the
continuum, differentiated tasks and
assignments, I can now know what
I should be working on at home and
improve.
By Sahil – 8D

GROUP IRON MAN
Financial Math Mini Task - Week 5
You are appointed as the manager for Avengers Café. You have to prove
yourself as the best manager ever in the entire universe.
YOUR TASK:
1. Search for a house in Point Cook. You will need to convert one of the
houses to a café. Go to Realestate.com.au to look for a house that costs
between $500,000 - $800,000.
2. If the bank offers a simple interest of 3.8% for a period of 30 years, how
much do you have to pay for the house in total? You need this amount to
plan for your café.
3. If the bank offers you a compound interest of 5% over a period of 30
years, how much do you need to pay?
4. Which is a better deal? The simple interest of compound interest deal?
5. If the government decides to tax your house at a rate of 5% per annum,
how much do you have to pay in taxes over 20 years?

GROUP THANOS
Financial Math Mini Task - Week 5
You are appointed as the manager for Infinity Stones Gaming Café. You
have to prove yourself as the best manager ever in the entire universe.
Earn 5 stars to progress to Iron Man!!!
YOUR TASK:
1. Search for the cheapest PS4 console. https://www.finder.com.au/ps4price. This should be easy. $399 from Big W.
2. Select the cheapest console.
3. Work out the price for one game. https://ebgames.com.au/ps4-165242Uncharted-4-A-Thiefs-end-preowned-PlayStation-4. Price for one game is
$19.
4. Workout the unit price for the Batman Arkham Knights game. https://
ebgames.com.au/ps4-200009-Batman-Arkham-Knight-preownedPlayStation-4.
5. Calculate the savings as you made after your purchase of 10 games
from this website: https://store.playstation.com/en-us/grod/STOREMSF77008-PSPLUSDISCOUNTS/1
STAFF MANAGEMENT:
1. You have 100 staff members. 20% are sick due to a strange

GROUP DR. STRANGE
Financial Math Mini Task - Week 5
You are appointed as the director for Infinity Stones and Avengers
Cafés. You have to prove yourself as the best director ever in the
entire universe.
Earn 5 stars to get your special reward!!!
YOUR TASK:
1. You are the director and you decide to invest your earnings of
$5,000,000 at a local bank. Look for the best bank which offers you
the best interest rates.
a. ANZ Bank - Seek out the compound interest rates. Make
calculations on your interest earned over 25 years.
b. Commonwealth Bank - Seek out the compound interest
rates. Make calculations on your interest earned over 25 years.
c. Westpac Bank - Seek out the compound interest rates. Make
calculations on your interest earned over 25 years.
d. CUA- Seek out the compound interest rates. Make
calculations on your interest earned over 25 years.

Year 9 Book Day
On Friday 7th September, the Year
9 cohort joined in the celebrations
for Book Day 2018. Students were
presented with five different workshop
options, responding to their study
text Feed by M.T. Anderson in their
preferred mode of choice. Workshops
saw
students
creating
visual
representations and exploring fanfiction in response to their favourite
characters, writing raps or actively
delving into the themes and conflicts
that occur within the novel through
dramatic role-play. Overall, our Year
9 students enjoyed the opportunity
to deepen their understanding of the
text through creative means, which
will support them as they continue the
process of writing their comparative
essays.

LOTE
During this unit in L.O.T.E, the year 7
Clark students learnt about currency
(hùo bì) in different countries. We were
able to identify different currencies
that belonged to different countries in
Mandarin language such as ào yuán
(Australian dollar), měi yuán(US dollar),
ōu yuán(Euro) and yīng bàng(English
pounds).
We compared Australia’s dollars and
cents to Chinese yuán (one Chinese
yuan), jiǎo(10 cents) and fēn(cent) and
we realised that Chinese currency not
only has dollars and cents but also has
10 cents as in jiǎo.
While learning this unit, we applied
learner profile skills such as being
open-minded, communicators and
inquirers to explore cultures, customs,
economics and technologies in

different countries. We created a poster on World Currencies in Mandarin
language which enabled us to research and consolidate our learning. - By Kyla
KUTIA 7C and Z’Keyah TAGICAKIBAU 7A

L.O.T.E. Reflection

We used different aspects of each learner profile and
attitudes to show our understanding throughout
the process of making the L.O.T.E. door. Whilst
doing the L.O.T.E. book day door, we demonstrated
commitment in our creative work.
Together as a group, we worked
collaboratively to complete our final
product. The L.O.T.E. door consists of the
12 zodiac animals, with pinyin and
calligraphy. We were knowledgeable by
communicating our prior knowledge to
one another, to complete the L.O.T.E.
door with a full capacity of effort and
creativity.
-Holly & Esma 7D

F1 In Schools Update

The Alamanda Racing program is
ramping up for the finals season
with teams from year 6, 7, 8, and
9 beginning to bring together the
enterprise and engineering aspects
of their projects. Year 6 F1 students
have designed their cars to be as
aerodynamic as possible, using
Computational Fluid Dynamics to
analyse the wind flow over their
car and optimising their design to
minimise drag. The student designs
were then 3D printed, and assembled
with wheels and axels in preparation
for race day.
The secondary F1 students are
preparing for the Victorian State
Championships, which will be held
in November. Alamanda will have
three teams competing at Cadet
Class, one team at Development
Class and one team at Professional
Class. The Cadet class teams – Fluctus
Aeris, Z-Tech and Driftin’ Planets have completed the designing and
manufacturing of their cars, and are
working on their engineering process
posters.
Conquest Racing (Po-Hsu Chen, Jesse
Reynolds, Ashton Stonier, Levi Packer
and Wian Bouwer) are competing in
the Development class, and have
their car manufactured, painted
and assembled and are completing
their Enterprise and Engineering

portfolios which demonstrate their
project management, community
engagement
and
engineering
design process.
Slipstream Racing (Sandra Sujith,
Henrik Stiens, Louis Jarillis and Serena
Peterson) are competing in the
Professional
class,
incorporating
advanced physics concepts like flow
separation, skin friction and Reynolds
number in to their design whilst
collaborating with their sponsors
to
manufacture
their
designs.
Slipstream have been working with
Fuji Xerox Australia to manufacture
a sophisticated wheel system with
in-wheel bearing and suspension

systems that hopefully will lead to
fast track times.
Over the next few weeks teams will
be testing their designs on the track,
using a Co2 cylinder to power the
vehicle down the 30m track. This
testing will also involve reaction time
testing to see which student has the
fastest trigger finger.
Over the weekend the 2018 World
Finals were held in Singapore, where
the team representing Australia won
the overall competition, producing
a track time of 0.916 seconds and
setting a very high benchmark for
our students to aim for!

Secondary Drama Update
Year 7

Students in Year 7 Drama
have been exploring the different modes of expression
through the performance
techniques of improvisation
and mime, and the performance style of Ancient Greek
Theatre. Over the course of the
term, students have developed
their collaboration skills as
they worked together to create
short pieces of drama, which
they performed to their peers.

Year 8
Students in Year 8 Drama are currently exploring the performance style of Melodrama. Investigating the characteristics
of the style through viewing historical and modern examples,
students have begun to create their own villainous characters
and are exercising their improvisation skills in developing
these. They have also been exploring a more traditional Melodrama script, working on bringing it to life on stage through
effective use of space, set, props and costume.

Year 9
Students in Year 9 Drama are currently inquiring into how to translate a script to a live performance on stage. Engaging in the cycle of selecting performance material, making creative
choices in the staging, rehearsing and performing, students are building a repertoire of scenes
while developing their understanding of how to take a script from page to stage. Students will
select from their rehearsed body of work to perform a showcase at the end of the year.

Music
Free As A Bird
Matthew Bell from Year 9 is
headlining Free As A Bird – a
performance opportunity held in
the Birdcage in the Secondary Area.
This event is presented by some of
our rising entertainers at lunchtime
on Thursdays. With hidden talents
and skills revealed to an intimate
audience, this weekly event is part
of Matthew’s community project.
It’s great to see students becoming
as free as a bird and developing
friendships and confidence. Those
wishing to perform music, magic and
more should see Ms King on Monday
mornings to register their act. Those
that would like to be a part of the
audience will need to register on the
day. First in best dressed!
Announcing our Music Monitors/MC
for 2018
Stella O’Connor
Danielle Mouratidis
Oliver Rickman
Latisha Zammit
Matthew Bell
Sachi Ruaya
We are also very excited to
announce our MC for upcoming
music concerts. Congratulations to
Vivienne Keoh from Year 8.

ALAMANDA MUSIC

FRIDAY
FUN!
FREE
14.09.18
AT 5PM

FEATURING
POP BAND
GLEE CLUB
VIVACE VOICES
A.C.M.

