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IMPORTANT
DATES
Book Day
Friday 7th September 2018
Curriculum Day
Monday 10th September 2018
Last day of Term 3
Friday, 21st September 2018

YEAR 2 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
TERM 3 2018

Dear Parents and Carers,
During Term Three and Term Four the
students will continue to build conceptual
understanding and knowledge with each
Unit of Inquiry within the Primary Years
Programme (PYP). Our fifth Unit of
Inquiry comes under the transdisciplinary
theme of ‘How the World Works’.
UNIT OF INQUIRY FIVE

How the world works
First day of Term 4
Monday, 8th October 2018

We will begin our fifth Unit of Inquiry of the
year, which will run for a total of six weeks.
The details for this Unit of Inquiry are:
Transdisciplinary Theme: How the World
Works

Year Two Teaching Staff
2A – Mark Crossett
2B – Jessica Cook
2C – Hannah Liacopoulis
2D – Liane Gomez
2E - Jai Hayes
2F – Mili Nenadic
2G – Jessica Stellini
2H – Erin Beardsley, Acting Teaching
Specialist
2I – Allison Gatt
2J – Samuel Wight
2K – Ellin Tideswell, Acting Leading
Teacher
2L – Emily Adamek
2M – Laura Hawes
2N – Molly Elford
Literacy Support – Amanda Wolaniuk
Education Support Staff – Anita, Aaron,
Noah, and Warren

An inquiry into the natural world and its
laws; the interaction between the natural
world and human societies; how humans use
their understanding of scientific principles;
the impact of scientific and technological
advances on society and the environment.
Central Idea:Earth’s surface changes over
time as a result of natural processes
Key Concepts:
Function: How does it work?
Connection: How is it connected to
other things?
Change: How is it changing?
Lines of inquiry:
- The impact of wind and rain of the
Earth’s surface
- Earth’s tectonic plates are changing
over time
- Rocks tell stories about the Earth’s
surface

Approaches to Learning:
- Research skills: Observing
- Thinking Skills: Analysis
- Communication Skills: Presenting
This Unit of Inquiry unpacks the changes
that can occur on the Earth’s surface as
a result of natural processes over time.
Students will begin by exploring the
features of the Earth’s surface and will go
on to describing these features. They will
build upon this knowledge by investigating
how these features occur and will analyse
the categories of rain and wind. Students
will further develop their knowledge by
examining the impact of wind and rain
on the Earth’s surface. When inquiring
into how the Earth’s tectonic plates are
changing over time, students will use
maps to locate the tectonic plates as well
as describing their features. They will be
analysing the position of the tectonic plates
and how they have changed over time.
Students will be investigating the impacts
that the movement of tectonic plates have
on Earth. Students will go on to explore the
features of different rocks as well as being
able to identify and classify different rock
types. They will inquire into the process that
occurs when rocks are made in order to
analyse their features and the stories that
rocks tell about the Earth’s surface.
Within this Unit of Inquiry students
will explore information texts through
investigating and researching the different
layers of the Earth and the changes they
undertake. They will inquire into different
styles of information resources in an effort
to best inform their audience about a
particular feature or process. Students will
have the opportunity to present their facts
by creating their own information text using
whichever form they believe will work best.

Assistant Principal – Helen Welsh
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AN INQUIRY INTO
MATHEMATICS

This term we will continue inquiring into a
range of mathematical concepts derived
from the Victorian Curriculum and linked
to our fifth Unit of Inquiry. In this Unit of
Inquiry we are focusing on Measurement
and Geometry, specifically Shape. These
mathematical concepts are being linked
to the Unit of Inquiry by allowing students
to investigate the effects of wind and
rain on the Earth’s surface. This will allow
students to analyse the changes in shape to
features such as continents, coastlines and
materials as a result of naturally occurring
erosion, which will provide opportunities for
explicit instruction to the understanding
of two dimensional and three dimensional
shapes. Throughout the Unit of Inquiry,
the geometric shape of the Earth’s
surface will be examined from a critical
thinking perspective by combining and
splitting shapes as well as comparing their
properties. These learning opportunities
will allow students to connect and build on
their knowledge through a transdisciplinary
approach. Students are continuing to set
personalised goals with their teachers using
the Alamanda Numeracy Continuum in
conjunction with the Victorian Curriculum.
MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY
In Shape students will:
• Count the number of edges, corners,
faces of shapes.
• Sort shapes by key features and
describe the categories
• Identify the geometric features of
known 3D shapes.
• Accurately create a variety of 2D
and 3D shapes.
STAND ALONE NUMBER AND ALGEBRA
Students during our fifth Unit of Inquiry will
be investigating fractions and division as a
stand alone focus area. Students will transfer
their prior knowledge and understanding of
equal groups and repeated subtraction by
applying these skills when solving different
division facts. Students will also model
and represent different fractions including
halves, quarters, and eighths and their
multiples to make a whole. By providing
multiple exposures, students will be able to
extend their understanding and engage in
creating a range of authentic open-ended
problems.
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In Division students will:
• Understand the relationship
between multiplication and division
• Identify the difference between
dividing a set of objects into equal
groups and dividing the same set
of objects into groups of the same
value
• Represent division as arrays, shared
between, repeated subtraction, fact
families and skip counting backwards
In Fractions students will:
• Understand the structure of a
fraction
• Understand that a numerator in a
fraction represents the pieces of a
whole
• Understand that a denominator in a
fraction represents the total pieces
that make up the whole
• Know that fractions can be used in
everyday life
Students will continue to consolidate their
knowledge and skills of Number through
daily warm up games, tasks and mini
lessons. As the term continues, students will
have the opportunity to explore different
mathematics topics within the fifth Unit of
Inquiry.
AN INQUIRY INTO
LANGUAGE (ENGLISH)

During this Unit of Inquiry students will
continue their learning journey investigating
different writing genres with an emphasis on
Information Texts. Students will be exposed
to a range of non-fiction texts to guide
their understanding of this genre during
both reading and writing sessions. They will

explore the different structures, features
and language devices within this text type.
This will assist students in continuing to
develop their research skills, as well as
their data organisation, while creating texts
that document, organise and store factual
information throughout the Unit of Inquiry.
As part of writing a factual and evidence
based Information Text, students will be able
to research and then use the relevant facts
to create meaningful texts that explore the
Central Idea.
Students will investigate the language
features of an Information Text by
discovering the importance of:
• Action verbs - describe a physical or
mental action
• Present tense - describe something
currently happening
• Linking verbs - link a subject to a
word or phrase that describes the
subject
• Descriptive language - intended to
create a mood using the audience’s
senses
Students will also unpack the structure of
Information Texts by exploring the use of:
• Paragraphs to define and separate
information
• Sub-headings to inform the
audience about what they will be
reading
• Sequencing - creating a logical order
within their writing
Students will investigate the structure of
Information Texts and in conjunction will
learn how to write opening and conclusive
statements about various aspects of
a subject, will learn how to distinguish

between and use both past and present
tense, will develop and understand the
organisation and structure of writing, while
also developing a topic using researched
facts and information.
Students will use their Research Skills to
list, explore and describe their observations
of different types of rocks. These
observations will link to the understanding
that the wind and rain impacts the Earth’s
surface. They will organise their facts and
the features of their observations by using
a range of graphic organisers such as mind
maps, tables, flowcharts and diagrams.
This will assist them in creating a detailed
and factual Information Text. Students
will be encouraged to communicate and
present their findings, observations and
understandings to their peers. Students
will be asked to clearly explain a change in
the Earth’s surface in a logical sequence,
using self-created visuals and appropriate
technology to support their presentation.
Spelling has been embedded throughout
the Unit of Inquiry. Students are continuing
word investigations such as compound
words, dependable rimes, blends, prefixes
and suffixes. They have also investigated
the use of letter-sound relationships to
build upon our word walls. We have been
broadening our understandings of new
vocabulary associated with features of the
Earth’s surface and scientific language.
During regular guided reading sessions and
individual student conferences, students will
continue to work on developing their ability
to problem-solve words using semantic,
syntactic and visual strategies. They will
also develop their ability to comprehend
texts using strategies such as predicting,
clarifying,
questioning,
summarising,
visualising and making connections. The
content/context will relate to our Unit of
Inquiry as we continue to build the students’
knowledge of the Earth.
SPEAKING AND LISTENING:
Students will work with their peers in groups
to complete different tasks, providing
them the opportunity to show the ability
to work together, along with cooperation,
teamwork and active listening skills. They
will also review communication skills and
what makes a good presentation, such
as appropriate body language, tone and
volume. Students are encouraged to
present and share an artefact about the
Central Idea with their class. This will

give students the opportunity to practise
these skills in front of their peers, as well
as consolidate their understanding of the
Central Idea.
Students will:
• Understand that language varies
when people take on different roles
in social and classroom interactions
• Understand how the use of key
interpersonal language varies
depending on context
• Discuss their ideas and experiences,
using everyday language features
and Unit of Inquiry specific
vocabulary
• Rehearse and deliver short
presentations on familiar and new
ideas, speaking clearly and varying
tone, volume and pace appropriately,
and using supportive props.
AN INQUIRY INTO
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
AND ROBOTICS

In Digital Technologies this term the Year
Two students will continue to learn to code
with Osmo Coding Awbie to continue
developing their logic and problemsolving skills when coding, as well as
their computational thinking. These are
transferable skills and will benefit students
in all areas of the curriculum. The students
all have the application ‘Osmo Coding
Awbie’ on their iPads, which they will use
alongside the physical blocks to code and
solve problems. Later in the term, students
will begin to use the Botley robots, where
they will continue to build on their ability
to creatively solve problems while also
developing important social skills as they
work collaboratively in groups.
Information
and
Communication
Technology (ICT) is being integrated into
all areas of the curriculum. Students are
using a variety of iPad applications to
complement their Literacy and Numeracy
learning. The applications used as part of
their daily learning in the classroom and
at home include ‘Epic!’, ‘Literacy Planet’,
‘ePlatform’, ‘PicCollage’, and ‘Seesaw’. In
Numeracy, students will continue to use a
range of applications including ‘Mathletics’
to work on individual Numeracy goals. We
would like to invite all parents to view and
explore these applications with their child.
In addition to this, students will use a range
of applications as part of their daily learning
in the classroom and at home.

HOMEWORK

It has been amazing to see all of the Year
2 students that have been completing
and submitting their homework to a high
standard. Students will be continually
supported in choosing ‘just right books’.
It is recommended that you read with
your child every night for at least 10 - 15
minutes. Please take the time to listen to
your child as your personal interest makes
their reading experience more rewarding
and enjoyable. After reading, ask your
child to use the comprehension strategies
covered in class, such as visualising, making
connections and similarities and differences
to discuss their book. Homework is a form
of revision and practise of learning that has
already occured within the classroom. This
provides an opportunity for parents to be
engaged and involved in their child’s learning
journey. Homework is to be completed
between Tuesday and Wednesday (9 days)
and returned to the classroom teacher
on the following Thursday. If there are
any concerns and questions regarding
homework please speak with your child’s
classroom teacher.
Throughout Term Three, the Grade Two
students will continue to wear the winter
uniform and are encouraged to wear their
Alamanda raincoats when outside to ensure
Thank you for your support and assistance
in Semester Two. We are excited and eager
to continue learning and working together
in Term 3.
Kind Regards,
The Year 2 Team 2018
2A – Mark Crossett
2B – Jessica Cook
2C – Hannah Liacopoulos
2D – Liane Gomez
2E - Jai Hayes
2F – Mili Nenadic
2G – Jessica Stellini
2H – Erin Beardsley, Acting Teaching
Specialist
2I – Allison Gatt
2J – Samuel Wight
2K – Ellin Tideswell, Acting Leading Teacher
2L – Emily Adamek
2M – Laura Hawes
2N – Molly Elford
Literacy Support – Amanda Wolaniuk
Education Support Staff – Anita, Aaron,
Noah, Sunita and Warren.
Assistant Principal – Helen Welsh
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SPECIALIST SUBJECTS

ART

At Level 2, students create visual arts works
that show emerging arts knowledge and an
ability to plan arts works that communicate
ideas, concepts, observations feelings
and/ or experiences. They demonstrate
an emerging ability to select, arrange
and make choices about expressive ways
of using arts elements, principles and/or
conventions. They use skills, techniques,
processes, media, materials, equipment and
technologies in a range.
This Term in Art, students are inquiring into
how illustrations are used to communicate
different perspectives in picture story
books. Specifically, Grade 2 students
will be using the book “Wombat Stew” as
their mentor text to guide this inquiry.
Students will be engaged in a range of
visible thinking strategies to understand
the roles of characters in the book, and the
importance of illustrations in portraying
different perspectives. They will be involved
in a variety of technical skill building
activities such as clay manipulation and
the design process. To demonstrate their
understanding of the unit, students will
be using air drying clay to recreate their
favourite Australian animal from the story
in a 3D form.
Students will understand the role our natural
world plays in creating art, and the infinite
possibilities we can draw inspiration from.
Students will be engaged in a number of skill
building activities to understand how to layer
and create an interesting composition. To
demonstrate their understanding, students
will create a collaged artwork inspired by
both Blythman and Eric Carle, and utilise
their new knowledge around composition
and collaging.
The PYP Learner Profile has also been
incorporated into our everyday art room
routines and the students understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the Art
room. The Learner Profile encourages all
children to be inquirers, knowledgeable,
thinkers, communicators, principled, openminded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and
reflective.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

At level 2 students build on the learning
from Foundation Level and supports
students to make decisions to enhance
their health, safety and participation in
physical activity.
Students also further develop their
knowledge, understanding and skills in
relation to movement by exploring simple
rule systems and safe use of equipment
in a variety of physical activities and
games. Through active participation, they
investigate the body’s response to different
types of physical activities. In addition,
students develop personal and social skills
such as cooperation, decision making,
problem-solving and persistence during
movement activities.

In term 3 of Physical Education, Grade 2
students will participate in a Gymnastics
unit, performing static shapes, balances,
jumps and landings, rotations and movement
sequences. Students will work in peer
groups to provide assistance and feedback
as they develop safe and correct technique.
Students are encouraged to be courageous
as they step outside of their comfort
zone to perform a series of challenging
and unnatural movements. Thereafter,
students will be involved in a teamwork and
cooperative games unit. Students problem
solving skills and creativity will be highlighted
as they work together to solve a series of
team challenges. Students are encouraged
to be communicators by sharing their ideas
with others, whilst being open minded as
they discuss different strategies to solve
each problem.

Throughout every Physical Education
lesson, students are expected to display the
PYP learner profiles and attitudes to ensure
that each student takes responsibility for
their own learning and is respectful to
the learning of others. We encourage all
students to be risk-takers, inquirers, openminded, effective communicators, caring
and reflective during Physical Education.
At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in Physical Education and ask
for students to bring their full PE uniform
and a drink bottle to all lessons. Due to the
cold weather it is also advised that students
wear a jacket, with their name labelled on
the tag. If your child cannot participate in
a particular lesson, then please send them
to their Physical Education teacher with a
signed note outlining the reason for their
non-participation.
PE Team
LANGUAGE

In working towards the Level Two
standards, students continue to build
their understanding and awareness of the
elements involved in Chinese language.
Students are able to use pinyin to assist
them when learning to read and to write.
Through strategies such as imitation and
teacher-modelled exchanges, they are able
to communicate with one another through
spoken and written language. They are
exposed to a range of texts and resources to
supplement and consolidate their learning.
In Term Three of Language, students will
focus on learning about different kinds of
food. The vocabulary includes food that
students are familiar to allow them to make
connections with their everyday lives, such
as: burger 汉堡包, bread 面包, salad 沙
拉, pizza 比萨饼, fries 薯条, lollies 糖果
etc. Students will gain an understanding of
‘loan words’, and that Chinese words can
sometimes bear similarities to their English
pronunciation.
Students will participate in language
games and activities designed to assist
them to learn to read, write, pronounce,
and understand the vocabulary, such as
packing a picnic basket using supermarket
catalogues, creating food out of
playdough, interviewing their classmates,
and interactive quizzes. They will be
introduced to sentence patterns to ask
what kinds of food they like (喜欢) and

dislike (不喜欢) eating, and how to answer
these. To demonstrate their learning and
understanding of the unit topic, students
will practise using the Chinese Pinyin
keyboard on their iPad to introduce some
of the different foods they eat.
Throughout Language lessons, students are

encouraged and supported to inquire, think,
communicate, and cooperate respectfully.
The learner profiles and attitudes are
embedded in the teaching and learning
activities in order to support students
to become risk-takers and responsible
learners.
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DRAMA

In Grades 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D and 2E, students
begin to select, arrange and make choices
about ways of using arts elements, principles
and conventions as they investigate the use
of dramatic skills and techniques. During
the 13-Week Drama program students will
explore dramatic elements and conventions
such as costumes and props to create a
character based on their observation and
perception of a character in a story.
During our first focus for the program, the
Year Twos will be inquiring into Indigenous
Australian culture through theatre.
Students will be researching different
stories important to Indigenous Australians,
and how performance is used to tell them,
students will begin exploring the culture
on stage. Working collaboratively, each
student will create and present their own
unique performance based on a story of
their choice.
To create these performances, we will work
creatively to explore character, setting
and plot. Students will demonstrate an
ability to select, arrange and express new
ideas cooperatively. Students will work
on expressing stories both verbally and
using body language to create interesting
characters, done though improvisation,
teamwork and performance planning and
presenting. Students are encouraged to
respond to performances as an audience
member, expressing what they enjoy and
why, identifying intended purposes and
meanings of other’s presentation.
We will be using the PYP Learner
Profiles in class to guide the students
understanding of how a good learner
involved themselves in their learning, and
therefore take responsibility for their
learning in the classroom. The students will
be encouraged to develop the PYP Learner
Profile attributes of being risk-takers with
their learning, approaching new ideas with
enthusiasm and curiosity.
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

Year 2G, H, I and J
As outlined in the Australian curriculum –
Design and Technologies, in year 2 students
will have the opportunity to create designed
solutions in Food Technology. Students
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will inquire into the use of technologies –
such as; materials, systems, components,
tools and equipment. They will evaluate
design solutions using the key concepts,
form, function, connection, causation,
perspective, responsibility and change. For
example: How does it work? Who will use it?
Or How can it be improved? Using a range
of technologies to communicate, students
will draw, model and explain design ideas.
Students will be engaged in creating foods
and beverages from a variety of cultures
as they explore their own identity and gain
an appreciation for other cultural cuisines.
They will inquire into balanced eating
choices and participate in discussions about
food safety and hygiene.
Students are encouraged to become
more independent and responsible for
their learning by bringing in their own food
container, apron and iPad to every Food
Tech Lesson.

MUSIC

Students in Year 2F, 2K, 2L, 2M, 2N
will have the chance to explore musical
ideas using voice, instruments and body
percussion and further their knowledge
by improvising and practising a variety of
songs and rhymes. During the 13 Week
Music Program they will also rehearse and
perform songs that communicate themes
to an audience as well as respond to music
and communicate their thoughts on where
and why people perform music.
Our major focus for the year will revolve
around celebratory songs, how music is
used at special occasions and how it adds
emotional value to the occasion. We will look
into how people use music to acknowledge
and celebrate the event by researching
songs specific to the focus before they
practice and rehearse these songs.
We will be using our PYP Learner Profiles
to further our students’ skills by becoming
more
knowledgeable
through
the
introduction of new song material and open
minded to the repertoire that they might
not be familiar with.

