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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Families
2019 sets a challenge for Alamanda.
It is school review time. School reviews
occur every four academic years.
They reflect upon the achievements
of the past, as well as challenging the
opportunities for future success in the
next four-year period Alamanda previous review was 20142015 cycle. This means you commence your school review
in 2014 and write your new plan starting 2015. Of course,
these dates suggest the school was in its infancy and so this
review of 2018/2019 sets a new direction and challenges
us as a staff and learning community (includes students,
school council and parents) to set goals into the next fouryear period that will enable our school to thrive and our
students to excel.
The review process has commenced, and we have three
more days to work through our review documents. Parents
are welcome to a copy (loan) of the school’s previous
documentation upon request at the office (or ask me for
a copy).
The review team consists of School Council President,
Reviewer (outsourced company from DET) two challenge
partners, assistant principals, and myself. Students, teachers,
and school councillors will be interviewed, many classrooms

visited, over a next period of three days. At the conclusion,
the reviewers’ findings will be made public—placed on the
website but I will print some copies for collection from the
office. Please note, the review has a clear set of principles
it is looking into — clear, precise, review of the school date
over the past four-year period, including processes of
student learning.
A group of parents will be invited to participate. As you can
imagine, we are stretched, endeavouring to launch our
school program for 2019 and engage in a school review,
plus plan for our presentation at IB conference in Hong
Kong at the end of March.
Most certainly, a new focus or perhaps I should say a “newly
named focus” for our next work focuses on the power of
curiosity to engage learners in sustained learning. The
research is compelling and I urge you to select a YouTube
clip explaining curiosity and its powerful impact on learning.
Stay tuned, we are excited, reenergised and looking
forward to engaging in this new learning with our children.
Dare to be Wise,

Lyn Jobson

Principal
Alamanda College
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School Council Election 2019 - Information for Parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. School councils are legally constituted bodies that are given
powers to set the broad directions of a school in accordance with their constituting Orders and the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the
school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
• A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from this category.
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as
they are not engaged in work at the school.
• A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than one-third of
the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
• An optional Community member category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their
special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.
For all schools with a Year 7 and above cohort, there is a fourth category of membership:
• A mandated elected Student member category, 2 positions.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year,
creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of
the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may
also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots
are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider
• standing for election as a member of the school council
• encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. However, councillors may need to
develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is an interest in your
child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school’s future.
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each
year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by
the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate
yourself in the Parent member category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for
parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You
will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted
during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Remember
• Consider standing for election to council this year.
• Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do.
• Be sure to vote in the elections.
Contact the principal for further information.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
New CSEF Applications:
Parents are reminded that if
you hold a valid means-tested
concession card or are a
temporary foster parent, you
may be eligible for the CSEF. A
special consideration category
also exists for asylum seeker and
refugee families. The allowance
is paid to the school to use
towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting
activities for the benefit of your
child.
The
Camps,
Sports
and
Excursions Fund helps ensure
that no student misses out on
the opportunity to join their
classmates
for
important,
educational and fun activities.
It is part of making Victoria
the Education State and the
Government’s commitment to
breaking the link between a
student’s background and their
achievements.
The annual CSEF amount per
student is:
• $125 for primary school
students
• $225 for secondary school
students

News from Prep
By Ms Kady Stan, Prep K
The prep students have been risktakers when diving straight into our first
Unit of Inquiry, looking at the central
idea of ‘Living things may adapt to
changing environments’. Prep J, K and
L students have been participating in
collaborative viewings using David
Attenborough’s Planet Earth. They
have shown curiosity when using the
thinking routine ‘See, Think, Wonder’
to inquire into and unpack the world
around us and how it works.
The students have been developing
their creative skills as they have
begun to design a range of art
pieces to display in their pod to
reflect the Unit of Inquiry. Prep J,
K and L students have developed
their interests around rainforests and
jungles, inquiring into the living and
non-living elements and how they are
connected to create a diverse ecosystem. They have shown curiosity
and enthusiasm when looking at the
different lines, textures and colours
found in the rainforest environment,
and using water colour painting, fine
liners and pastels to portray their own
unique perspectives.

How to Apply: Please come to
the school office to obtain a
CSEF application form. Please
note that a copy of your
concession card will also need
to be provided. Applications
strictly close on the 21st of June
2019.
*Please note,
if you were
receiving CSEF last year an
application has already been
placed for you*
Kind regards,
The Office Team
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Alamanda College
ACTING LEADING TEACHER’S SUMMARY

Learning is well and truly underway in ‘The Burrow’ for
Term. Our students have responded with wonderment
and awe, through the investigation of various David
Attenborough documentaries such as ‘Blue Planet’
and ‘Dynasties’. These powerful images spark and
enlighten student curiosity and questioning, driving the
teaching and learning within the classroom. Student
voice and empowerment is the heart of the Primary
Years Programme (PYP) where teachers foster student
curiosity about the world around them. When students
are interested in their learning, students are engaged
and learning is maximised within the classroom. We
encourage parents and families at home to have regular
discussions with the Preps about their current learning as
Alamanda College values our home/school partnership.

Artefacts

To drive curiosity and to make meaningful connections,
artefacts are welcomed into the classroom. An artefact
can be anything such as, but not limited to, a book, an
image, a model or souvenir that relates directly to the
Central Idea - ‘Living Things May Adapt To Changing
Environments’. There are no ‘rules’ about artefacts,
however we do encourage discussions at home with
families so Prep students can share it with their class with
confidence. The teachers over the coming weeks will be
encouraging the Preps and their families to participate in
this exciting part of our learning journey. We can’t wait to
start exploring artefacts together!

Tissues & Magazine and catalogue donations

It is that time of the year where hayfever, coughs and
colds are prevalent in ‘The Burrow’. We kindly ask if families
could please assist the Prep teachers by providing a box
of tissues to be shared amongst the classrooms. We are
also calling on families to donate unwanted magazines
or catalogues or junk mail for use within the classroom.
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These help our Prep students explore words, sounds
and letters within our Language Program. We thank the
community for their ongoing support during the first few
weeks of Term 1.

Uniforms - Art Smocks and Labelling

When entering ‘The Burrow’ families will notice the vibrant
colours and creativity demonstrated by the Prep Students.
We have been inquiring into the use of watercolours,
pastels and paint to encapsulate our understanding of
our Central Idea. We kindly ask that parents bring art
smocks to the classroom teachers which will ensure our
Prep uniforms are kept clean. Please also label all items
including hats with first name, surname and class. We
have many students with similar names and surnames
on uniforms ensures the items are returned to the rightful
owner.

Entering/Exiting ‘The Burrow’

Teaching staff would like to thank families for using the
correct entrances for the first week of Prep for 2019 in ‘The
Burrow’. We kindly ask that families continue to enter and
pick up students from the outside areas near classrooms
or through the sliding door next to the Art Room. This
Year, the Year 9 ‘Everest’ Program will be held in the Main
Building opposite the staff room, which concludes at
3:15pm. Due to the ‘foot traffic’ we kindly ask that ‘The
Burrow’ is not entered through the Main Office as this will
ensure the Secondary Students are not disrupted during
their learning time. We appreciate families ongoing
support with these changes.
Dare to be wise,

Georgia Bell

on behalf of the Prep team

News from Year 1
By Ms Aimee Smart, 1H

Year One students have settled in
beautifully to a new learning environment
this term, and are exhibiting Learner
Profile Attributes as they broaden their
social circles.
We have been busy developing our
Essential Agreements using the Learner
Profile and have begun to explore
a new Unit of Inquiry, guided by the
Central Idea of ‘Awareness of our
characteristics, abilities and interests
informs our learning and development’.
This Unit of Inquiry is under the
Transdisciplinary Theme of ‘Who We Are’
and follows the Lines of Inquiry ‘Physical,
social and emotional characteristics’,
‘Similarities and differences between
ourselves and others’ and ‘Personal
learning, abilities and interests’. During
the tuning in stage of the Unit of Inquiry,
students have began to breakdown the
vocabulary within the central idea, such
as defining the terms of ‘awareness’ and
‘characteristics’.

enjoying listening to and reading a range
of texts and discussing the characters in
these stories
During our daily numeracy sessions we
are focusing on expanding our place
value knowledge, gaining a deeper
understanding of number facts and
identifying patterns that exist in the
numbers we experiment with. We are
also gathering and displaying data
in the form of tallies, bar graphs and
pictographs by asking questions related
to our characteristics, abilities and
interests.
It was lovely to meet with families during
our Get to Know You Interviews last week.
We truly appreciated the opportunity to
spend time finding out more information

about your child and setting some goals
for the year ahead.
Can we please ask that students are
bringing their take home books and
iPads to school every day and that iPads
are fully charged. If your child hasn’t
returned their Writer’s Notebook to class,
we kindly ask that it is returned as soon as
you can do so.
Thank you to everyone who has donated
a box of tissues to your child’s class.
We look forward to the remainder of this
with term with a knowledgeable Year
One cohort!
Timetable B teachers: Dani Vagg, Ruth
Moore, Aimee Smart and Sarah Dalton

Students in 1F have defined awareness
and characteristics as:
‘Characteristics are the things about
you- adjectives!’ Aarnav, 1F.
‘Characteristics tell us about our
personality! They are how we feel, know,
think and look.’ Angella, 1F.
‘Our characteristics describe how we
look and how we feel. Awareness means
we are aware of things. We understand.’
Gracie, 1F.
Students have also been involved in
various activities such as labelling the
characteristics of book characters,
identifying what makes an ideal learner
and collecting data about their class
using tally marks.
Over the next few weeks we will begin
writing our own personal narratives,
creating
poems
and
exploring
measurement. We have begun to
explore a range of poetry types, such
as list poems, about our characteristics,
interests and abilities. They have been
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News from Year 2
By Ms Molly Elford, 2N

This week in Grade 2, we have
been learning about diagrams. We
are starting to understand what a
diagram is, the features of a diagram
and what diagrams are used for. We
have been creating diagrams about
a chosen living thing, these diagrams
complementing our current Unit
of Inquiry about the central idea
‘Systems of living things may be
complex yet fragile’. We ensured
our diagrams contained titles, labels,
arrows and a picture.
As a year level, we are also starting
to investigate nouns and adjectives
to enhance our narrative writing.
These investigations have allowed us
to add more detail to our characters,
our settings as well as improve our
use of emotive language. We have
also been identifying nouns and
adjectives within texts as well as
visualising what these texts look like.
Over the past two weeks the
Grade 2s have been inquiring into
collecting and classifying data!
We used a Mentor Text by Marc
Martin ‘LOTS’ that shows a variety of
different habitats. Grade 2 students
had to use their research skills to
organise their thinking by using a
selection of graphic organisers such
as mind maps, tables, t-charts, and
dot points.
By Molly Elford, Mark Crossett, Emily
Adamek, Bella Costa on behalf of
the Year 2 Team
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
“Getting to Know You”

Many parents took the opportunity to
sit with their child’s teacher and share
their understandings of their child and
their goals for the 2019 school year.
All teachers value the knowledge you
have about your child, their particular
interests and passions as this knowledge
helps the teacher to engage with your
child. The feedback given to me by the teachers was that they
valued the time talking with you. This was an initial meeting to
establish home-school partnerships that I am sure will develop
further over the year. The teachers are also getting to know your
child during the first weeks of school and other opportunities
will be made to share your child’s learning progress within the
classroom. Thank you so much for your attendance.

The students have identified questions or wonderings they have
about the world and have developed their first Transdisciplinary
Themes and Central ideas. The Year 1 and 2 teachers have
provided more details in this newsletter. The students are very
excited to be investigating their chosen Units of Inquiry.

School Assembly.

Students in the Year 1 and 2 Mini-school have been so flexible
as they adapt to their new classroom placements on the
Alamanda College grounds. As students become more
familiar with the classroom placements they will develop
‘short-cuts’ to and from their classrooms. Please encourage
your child in to attempt to walk to and from their classroom
to their designated drop off or after school meeting points,
this may ease the current congestion happening along the
pathways. We do understand that maintaining contact with
your child’s teacher is important and the classroom teachers
do welcome discussions with parents, perhaps returning to the
classroom after meeting your child might be an option to assist
with the current congestion.

The children will attend either the Year 2 – 5 Assembly with
their timetable grouping, each week in the “Great Space.”
Assembly times for Year 2 classes have been recorded in the
latest Curriculum Overview.
All Year 1 classes will hold their Assembly together on Tuesday
at 9am in the “Great Space”. Assemblies will start next week.
Parents are welcome to attend. The School Assembly is an
opportunity to focus on the effort and achievements of the
students as they develop their Learner Profile attributes and
Attitudes. The school assembly provides the students with
an opportunity to further develop their oral presentation
skills and ability to listen and ask questions about topics of
interest, developing student agency. All children receive daily
recognition for their effort and the awards at Assembly form
part of this recognition.

Curriculum – Unit of Inquiry and Homework.

The children and teachers have been exploring their strengths
as learners and have been forming their class essential
agreement as they develop as a community of learners. The
teachers have further developed the students’ understandings
of having a ‘growth mindset’ and how persistence and practise
contribute to learning. Learning goals are being defined in
reading, writing and numeracy.

The first round of homework has now been trialled and
completed by most students. We hope you have enjoyed
using the homework as an opportunity to talk with your child
about their day at school. Some classes are still waiting for their
“RazKids” passwords and “Mathletics” passwords. A reminder
that Mathletics is subscription based and in order for your child
to receive a Mathletics password the fee must be paid at the
office or through purchase of a stationery pack.

Start and End of the School day.

Please remember hats for outside play and Physical Education
during Term 1.
I am thoroughly enjoying talking with your children and getting
to know them.
Partners in Education

Helen Welsh

Assistant Principal Year 1 & 2
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News from Year 3
By Mrs Fiona Pritchard, 3A
As the saying goes, ‘times flies when
you’re having fun’, and it’s hard to
believe that we are half way through
term 1 already. The students have
spent the first few weeks settling into
their new classes, getting to know their
new teacher and classmates. The
students have voiced their thoughts
on what a good classroom looks like,
feels like and sounds, like as we work
together to build our class Essential
Agreements and establish daily/
weekly routines. The classroom is the
students learning environment and it’s
important that it is the student voice
that drives the conversation as to
how that environment is maintained
throughout the year so that all students
can be successful.
We appreciate the time that many of
our parents took to attend the ’Get
to know you’ meetings in week 3 and
sharing valuable insights with us about
your child. The partnership between
home and school is vital and will help
us work together to achieve the best
learning outcomes possible for your
child.
Our first unit of inquiry for the year is
exploring the transdisciplinary theme
‘How we express ourselves’ through
the central idea ‘Cultures have always
created stories to understand their
place in the universe.’ Through this
unit of inquiry students are practising
their reading skills as they predict,
question, clarify, and visualise stories
from a variety of cultures.
Students illustrated the Cherokee
creation story through visualising the
text
Students
are
developing
the
understanding that stories can take
many different forms, including
performing and visual arts in addition
the traditional written stories. They are
investigating the how the perspective
of the storyteller influences the version
of story told as they look at well-known
fairy tales from the position of different
characters. In writing students are
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building on their understanding of the
writing process and how narratives are
structured in preparation for NAPLAN.
They have been planting seeds in
their writer’s notebook, examining
the benefits of planning and using
paragraphs to organise ideas, and

are continuing to practise their writing
craft using interesting leads, ‘show
don’t tell’, dialogue, strong adjective
and verbs to hook the reader and
keep them interested in the story to
the very end.

News from Year 4
By Ms Lauren McDonald, 4I
,
The Grade 4 cohort have had another
exciting two weeks as we continue
to settle into the school year. Classes
have begun their first Unit of Inquiry,
and it has been amazing to see so
many students show great enthusiasm
and curiosity towards their learning.
We began this week with a provocation
and unpacked the Central Idea,
‘Global
citizens
recognise
and
understand different belief systems.’
This unit falls under the Transdisciplinary
Theme of ‘Who We Are.’ Some
students have been investigating into
different texts and videos about the
many different belief systems around
the world. After being presented with
new ideas and information, students
have been participating in a range
of Thinking Routines to enrich their
understanding. Students have been
making connections between what
they already know about belief
systems and the new information
being presented to them. As a result
students have developed some
incredible wonderings. Such as:
“I wonder why people have conflict
when they have similar belief systems?”
Ishana 4I
“I wonder why humans chose their
own belief systems?” Luis 4I
“When and why do Aboriginals
celebrate corroborees?” Geet 4I
“I wonder why do religions have lots of
gods?” Grace 4I
“I wonder if human rights are part of a
belief system?” Dev 4I
In Mathematics we have been
practising using different problemsolving strategies. In particular students
have been using their Habits of Mind
in order to become curious, resilient
and cooperative mathematicians.
Students were required to complete
a range of different tasks to challenge
their mathematical thinking.

“I found some of these tasks
challenging. I had to be resilient
because, I needed to be patient and
keep trying to solve the problem.”
Pratyush 4I
“We did an activity where you had to
match fractions without speaking and
signalling to the people in your group.
I was resilient because I did not give
up, and I was also being cooperative
because we had to work as a team.”
Aryan 4I

“When solving ‘Dice in a Corner’ I was
trying to be resilient because when
you had to put the die together both
faces touching had to be the same
number. We then had to add the faces
to equal 18, I was able to do that but it
was very difficult. I think I was showing
commitment to my maths.” Ishani 4I
Another busy fortnight in Grade 4 and
we are looking forward to an exciting
Unit of Inquiry.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
It’s hard to believe we are already
5 weeks through the term!
The
students and teachers are well into
their learning journey now, after
a period of getting to know each
other and establishing the classroom
environment.
Teachers
and
students are analysing standardised
assessments and work samples to set personalised learning
goals, which support each member of the learning
community to navigate their learning pathways. Teachers
are being provided with professional learning and coaching
opportunities to establish and maintain quality teaching
practices to support goal setting and personalised learning,
such as workshops, mini lessons, small groups and individual
conferences. What has become very clear to me in my
short time at Alamanda is how capable the students are.
Their ability to articulate what they learn is complemented
by a higher-level understanding of how they learn. This was
evident when last week we ran some focus groups with
students about the school’s Annual Implementation Plan.
When talking to students about ‘Feedback’, I was impressed
by the way students understood the purpose of teacher
feedback and how it can help them. They discussed how
feedback is not only about what you got correct, but also
about how you can improve, changing your approach
and thinking in order to make progress. They made a direct
link between feedback and setting new learning goals.
The students enjoy opportunities to provide their peers with
feedback, and appreciated their parents contributing to
goal setting at the Meet the Teacher sessions.
Our Levelled Literacy Intervention programme will be
starting in the next week, supporting individual students
who require extra support in reading. We will send home
a letter to those families whose child will take part in the
programme. At times there will be targeted homework to
allow students to consolidate and practice their learning
at home. Please make sure you complete these tasks to
support your child’s learning.
As we prepare the first allocation of homework for the
term, the Grade 3/4 team has revisited the key purpose
of homework. Based on extensive research, key principles
such as using homework to provide practice, limiting time
based on grade level and ensuring homework can be done
independently have all been considered by the teachers.
Homework will be set according to those principles with
feedback provided to students once it is returned to
school. We understand that there can be constraints when
completing homework, and that home circumstances
can present challenges, so please speak to your teacher
if you have any concerns. Homework can also be
complemented by encouraging your child to read every
10

day, chatting about their reading and discussing news and
current events. For more information, the Department of
Education and Training has published a great resource to
support you at home: Literacy and Numeracy Tips to Help
Your Child Every Day.
Dare to be Wise

Hannah Newton

Assistant Principal, Years 3 & 4

News from Year 5
By Ms. Kate Francis, 5I
Growth Mindset
Students have been introduced to
the concept of growth mindset for
the beginning of the year. We have
learnt that mistakes help us learn and
the right attitude to learning is key!
Students in 5D and 5J worked together
to create more positive phrases such
as replacing ‘this is too hard’ with ‘this
is a challenge but I can do it’. Students
also created a Frayer Model, giving the
definition, characteristics, examples
and non-examples of Growth Mindset.
These posters have been displayed in
our classrooms as a constant reminder
of growing while we learn.
Growth mindset is thinking positive, not
thinking like ‘I GIVE UP!’ or ‘I can’t do
this’. You have to try you best. If you
don’t get it right, try and try again till
you know it. Think like ‘I can’t do it
YET!’. Think positive. It will be useful in
classrooms so if you don’t know, don’t
give up. Try and try till you get it. If you
still don’t get it ask other people. If
they don’t know, then you can ask the
teacher ‘How do we do this?’. When
you get it teach other people, so think
positive. By Tvishi, 5J
Grade 5 sport
We have had a fantastic start to grade
5 sport. This session is played in house
groups. Students are given points for
teamwork, behaviour, sportsmanship
and effort with 20 points available in
total. A reminder for all students to
bring their hat to sport as it is term one
and all games are played outside.
This term we are playing:
PONY EXPRESS: there are two sides
where people stand. Each side has
a few balls. Then there is a team that
runs through the two sides, trying not
to get hit by a ball. If you get hit you
sit down but if you make it you get a
bean bag and bring it back to your
team. You keep repeating this until
the whole team is out. Whoever gets
the most bean bags collected wins. I
enjoyed running through the two sides
because it was fun trying not to get out

and get to the other side. I liked that
you could keep going if you didn’t get
out. By Kevin, 5J
4 WICKET CRICKET: 4 Wicket Cricket is
a fun game including the mixture of
learning how to play actual cricket
and just having fun. 4 Wicket Cricket
is technically a mixed game of cricket
and baseball with a lot of extra fun.
One girl had set the high score of
staying in for three quarters of the
game. By Ameesha, 5J
BOOTBALL: Bootball is a game just like
baseball but you kick the ball instead
of batting it. It makes you conscious
that once you’re out it’s no big deal,
as long as you have had fun. Once

all the booters get out or make a
home run, the fielders switch and the
old booters become the fielders. By
Ameesha, 5J
BENCHBALL: Is a very fun and engaging
game. You have players on two teams
and the number of players on each
side should be even. Each team must
then choose one person (most likely a
tall person) to be in the centre. Then
each team chooses one person to
be on the bench to catch the ball.
The game is played like netball, with
each team trying to get the ball to the
person on the bench. I like Benchball
because both teams won. We all had
a good time and everyone had a part
to play. By Josh S, 5J.
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News from Year 6
By Ms. Heidi Spies, 6F
The year six students have had an
exciting start to their Unit of Inquiry
where they are inquiring into the
Central Idea ‘Government systems
may support the rights of their
citizens’. Students began the inquiry
with a provocation. Students were
split into their four houses and were
submerged into different experiences

in each pod they entered. Each pod
represented one of four government
systems, democracy, anarchy, nobility
and dictatorship. The students were
immersed into an experience that
represented each of these, giving
students a taste of the function of each
government system and the rights that
were supported under each.

Students have been hard at work to
develop an understanding of how
representative democracy functions
in Australia. They have learned about
the different levels of government,
how laws are passed, elections,
the party system and preferential
voting. The students have started to
apply their learning by deciding if
they would like to run for the mock
Grade 6 Parliament. Each grade 6
classroom has been divided into three
electorates. Students have been
working hard on either, their campaign
speeches to gain support of their
constituents or of a letter to their
year 6 candidates in their electorate
explaining what issues they would like
to see changed around the school.
Early next week, students will
experience the mock Grade 6 Election.
The great space will be transformed
into a voting ‘constituency’ (polling
place) where students will display their
campaign posters and students will
place their vote using A.E.C (Australian
Electoral Commission) official voting
screens, ballots and ballot boxes to
ensure a fair election takes place.
We look forward to who will win the
seat in each electorate to make up
the mock Grade 6 Parliament, and the
actions these leaders will take.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
Dear Parents.
I would like to extend a warm
welcome to all of our new students
and their families who have recently
joined
the
Alamanda
School
Community. I would like to wish you
all the very best as you begin your
learning journey at Alamanda College.
Thank you to all the parents who attended the ‘Get to Know
You’ interviews. It was great to see so many parents taking
the time to meet with the teacher and discuss their child’s
reading, writing, mathematics, inquiry, social and emotional
learning goals for 2019.
During the ‘Learning to Learn’ period, students and teachers
have been working together to build relationships, identify
their learning styles, strengths, and areas for improvement
in all subject areas. This information enables students to
adopt “powerful” learning strategies and self- regulating/
goal setting strategies to enable them to reflect on their
academic performance. We use the Western Australian
First Steps Developmental Continua which is to map out a
student’s entry points in Literacy, and the Victorian Curriculum
Numeracy Continuum in Mathematics. All students have
their own continua in hard copy and now stored on OneNote
which is being used for goal setting, and are beginning to use
these to highlight areas they believe they need to work on.
Students record their own goals and identify ways they can
achieve their objectives. The teacher reviews each student’s
goals on a regular basis and plans the learning experiences
based on the child’s individual needs. Once the student has
achieved the objective, they evaluate how effectively their
strategies have helped them meet their academic goals
and adjust strategies accordingly. They also confer with their
teacher to identify their achievements and areas that they
need to further improve on. The evidence of their learning
is then displayed in their portfolio or on OneNote. Following
on from the Learning to Learn, we will commence our first
inquiry units for 2018.

Unit of Inquiry One-Grade Five

The students will begin their first unit of inquiry, which explores
the Transdisciplinary Theme: Who we are
It’s an inquiry into…
The nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical,
mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships
including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights
and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
The Central Idea being:
Values, beliefs and attitudes define leadership.
They will explore this unit of inquiry through the lens of the key
concepts –

Form- what is it like?
Function- How does it work?
Responsibility – who is responsible?
Causation- Why is it like it is?
The lines of inquiry that will define the scope of the inquiry
are:
The different types of leaders (form/function)
The development and effectiveness of a leader (causation)
Responsible leadership (responsibility)

Unit of Inquiry One-Grade Six

The students will begin their first unit of inquiry, which explores
the Transdisciplinary Theme: How we organise ourselves
An inquiry into…
The interconnectedness of human made systems and
communities; the structure and function of organisations;
societal decision- making: economic activities and their
impact on humankind and the environment.
The Central Idea being:
Government systems may support the rights of their citizens.
They will explore this unit of inquiry through the lens of the key
concepts –
Connection- How is it connected to other things?
Function- How does it work?
Responsibility – Who is responsible?
The lines of inquiry that will define the scope of the inquiry
into the central idea are:
*Government systems
*Human rights and social justice
*Responsibilities of governments
*Responsibilities of citizens (advocacy)

Hats

Alamanda College is a Sun Smart School and it is a
requirement for all children to be wearing their school hat in
Terms 1 and 4. Please ensure that your child has an Alamanda
school hat to wear when they go outdoors for play and
outdoor classes. It would be most helpful if your child’s hat
was labeled. Unfortunately, this is an going conversation we
are having with the children. Should your child not have a
hat to wear at school they cannot be out in the sun and will
need to stay in the shade even during Physical Education
lessons and sports classes. Please support us in this quest to
have your child with an Alamanda sunhat.
Partners in Education,

Carmen Sacco

Years 5 & 6 Assistant Principal
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Specialist Subjects
Physical Education News
By Mrs Allison Pattenden
The students have had a fantastic start to
the year during their Physical Education
lessons. It has been fantastic to see how
engaged they are throughout each
activity and their ability to apply past
knowledge within new situations.
As part of the Framework for Improvising
Student Outcomes (FISO), the PE team
have been working towards ‘empowering
students and building school pride’
through developing their agency and
voice within lessons. Students have
actively been involved in demonstrating
different skill components to class and
video tape their understanding of
fundamental skills for other students to
access through the iPad application
Seesaw. We are also collaborating with
students to make decisions around what
and how they learn and how their learning
is assessed. Teachers are also uploading
videos of skills prior to lessons for students
to watch and build an understanding. We
can’t wait to continue watching students
contribute to class lessons throughout the
year.
Each year level are currently focusing
on different fundamental motor skills to
enhance their development of a range of
fine and gross motor skills. Below outlines
their first Unit of Inquiry for the year:
Preps
Central idea: Being aware of oneself in
space and understanding the placement
of different objects in relation to oneself in
that particular space.
Key Concepts:
• Responsibility- Students understand
everyone is entitled to their own
space and it is their responsibility to
not invade others.
• Perspective- Students understand
that everyone will work at different
speeds, distances and placements to
complete tasks because of individuals
physiological and psychological
differences.
• Change- Students can reflect on
their learning and develop their own
strategies into space.
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Lines of Inquiry:
• The importance of spatial awareness
and personal space in sport and
everyday life.
• How our environment and objects in it
can be forever changing depending
on a range of different variables
(speed, distance, time ect.)
• The importance of respecting the
people and things around us.
Grade 1
Central idea: Spatial awareness is part of
our overall perception and we need to
understand our placement in relation to
the things around us.
Key Concepts:
• Responsibility- Students understand it
is their responsibility to remain in their
personal space and that everyone is
entitled to their own.
• Perspective- Students understand that
everyone will have different rates of
speed, distances and placements
in order to reach a given object or
travel in space due to different sized
limbs.
• Reflection- Students will reflect
upon their understanding on spatial
awareness and how they use speed,
location and distance to place
themselves in space.

Lines of Inquiry:
• The importance of spatial awareness
and personal space.
• How speed, distance and placement
can affect spatial awareness.
Grade 2
Central idea: Fundamental motor skills
are imperative for skill development.
Key Concepts:
• Form: Students can identify and
understand the recognizable
characteristics of a movement
sequence.
• Connection: The understanding that
when we collaborate and interact,
we change the way that we think,
and it can influence the world
around us- in this case our movement
sequences.
• Change: Understanding that we are
able change our minds based on the
decisions that we make as a group.
Lines of Inquiry:
• Coordinating the underarm and
overhand throw.
• Using gross motor skills to catch balls.
• Effectively performing the techniques.
Grade 3
Central idea: Improving movement skills
can assist in a range of different sports.

Specialist Subjects
Physical Education News
By Mrs Allison Pattenden
Key Concepts:
• Form: Students explore the key skills
used in Speed, Agility and Quickness
and devise strategies to improve
these.
• Connection: Students understand
and explore the link between
Speed, Agility and Quickness and
how training and improving one skill
can lead to improvement across a
number of skills. Students understand
how these skills can be transferred to
a range of different sports.
• Function: Students understand
their own body and how it can be
manipulated to perform a certain skill.
Lines of Inquiry:
• The relationship between Speed,
Agility and Quickness and how these
skills can be applied across a range of
different sports.
• Developing, implementing and
practicing different strategies can
improve these skills.
• Efficient technique is essential to
improving performance.
Grade 4
Central idea: Improving movement skills
can assist in a range of different sports.
Key Concepts:
• Form: Students explore the key skills
used in Netball and devise strategies
to improve these.
• Connection: Students understand
and explore the link between passing,
attacking and defending and how
training and improving one skill
can lead to improvement across a
number of skills. Students understand
how these skills can be transferred to
a range of different sports.
• Function: Students understand
their own body and how it can be
manipulated to perform a certain skill
Lines of Inquiry:
• The relationship between attacking
and defending and how these skills
can be applied across a range of
different sports.
• Developing, implementing and

practicing different strategies can
improve these skills.
• Efficient technique is essential to
improving performance.
Grade 5
Central idea: Communication within
teams’ influences ideas and solutions.
Key Concepts:
• Responsibility: Students understand
that they have certain responsibilities
within their team or small group.
All members must perform their
role properly and communicate
effectively with other groups to ensure
activities run smoothly.
• Connection: Students understand
and explore the link between cricket
and how training and improving one
skill can lead to improvement across a
number of skills. Students understand
how these skills can be transferred to
a range of different sports.
• Reflection: Students reflect on both
individual and team strategies
used during independent practise
and game situations. Students will
evaluate their achievements and
improvements with teammates. They
will continue modifying strategies to
improve success.
Lines of Inquiry:
• How trust, teamwork, an open-mind
and effective communication can
greatly increase team success.
(Responsibility)
• Strategies and tactics change based
on different competitive situations.
(Connection)
• How practise and effective
communication can lead to a team
and individual success. (Reflection)
Grade 6
Central idea: The development of
communication,
leadership
and
teamwork through sports.

team balance where everyone plays
an equal role.
• Perspective- Students are open
minded to all team members ideas
and every game may require
different strategies in order to be
successful. Students can draw on
prior knowledge and skills to help their
team.
• Change- Students understand the
importance of reflecting on their
performances to identify areas
for improvement and to make
appropriate changes where they are
needed.
Lines of Inquiry:
• How strategic and tactical thinking
can change the outcome of a game.
• Teamwork and good communication
can improve team success.
• Reflecting on performance can help
to develop new strategies.
Throughout every Physical Education
lesson, students are expected to display
the PYP learner profiles and attitudes
to ensure that each student takes
responsibility for their own learning and
is respectful to the learning of others.
We encourage all students to be risktakers, inquirers, open-minded, effective
communicators, caring and reflective
during Physical Education.
At Alamanda College, we aim for
maximum participation in Physical
Education and ask for students to bring a
hat and drink bottle to all lessons. If your
child cannot participate in a particular
lesson, then please send them to their
Physical Education teacher with a signed
note outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.

Allison Pattenden
On behalf of the PE Team

Key Concepts:
• Responsibility- Students understand
the importance of having a good
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Specialist Subjects
Drama News
By Mr Sean Moran
Well it has been an exciting and
productive start to Drama this year for
the grade 6 students. So far, we have
spent time creating the Drama Essential
Agreement and and have begun
working on Term One’s inquiry into
Mockumentaries. While unpacking the
inquiry, the students researched “The
Spaghetti Tree Hoax”, a three-minute
mockumentary aired in 1957 showing
families harvesting spaghetti from the
‘spaghetti tree’. At the time, spaghetti
was little known in the UK, and many
viewers began searching for this tree.
Using this idea, the Grade Six students
have begun creating their own ideas for
their mockumentary to produce and film
in groups. Some exciting topics being
created include “The UFO Crash at
Alamanda College”, “The Money Tree”
and “Haboogadabooga: The Newly
Discovered Animal”

LOTE News
By Ms Tiffany Zhang
Year Celebrations and have begun our
Unit of inquiry from Grade One to Six.
The Grade Two students have been
investigating different patterns of Red
Envelopes (红包 hóng bāo). They were
interested in the stories and legends
behind the tradition of adults giving
red envelopes to children and juniors.
They also understood there’re common
symbols and features on different red
envelopes, such as the use of colour
red and yellow, the Chinese characters
representing good luck and best wishes,
the zodiac animal of the year, and some
other animals that have special meaning
in Chinese culture. They can’t wait to
start drafting and creating their own red
envelopes from next week onwards.

It has been a very busy two weeks
in Language classes as we have
continued through the Chinese New
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The enthusiastic learners in Grade One
are inquiring about Chinese Pinyin.
They learnt how to pronounce vowels in
Chinese and understood the fact that
there’re four tones in Chinese Pinyin.

They enjoyed singing the Pinyin Song and
were very excited to add some actions
to help them remember the song.
February 19 was the Chinese Lantern
Festival of 2019. Began over 2000 years
ago, the festival has developed many
meanings. It celebrates family reunions
and society. It features ancient spiritual
traditions. The many activities include
moon gazing, lighting lanterns, riddles,
lion dances and eating rice balls. We
would like to thank all the participants of
the Lantern-making Competition, for the
amazing creativity they showed and the
enormous effort they made. The display
of lanterns will last for a week, and all
primary students and staff are invited to
vote their favourite lantern. We will see
which lantern is the most popular one in
our community.
Kind regards,
Language Team

