Primary School Newsletter Issue No.7 17th May 2019

Dear Parents and friends of Alamanda
College,
VALE: Robert Hawke
Firstly, I must acknowledge the passing
of Bob Hawke, former Prime Minister of
Australia, 1983-1991. For those of you
(most of you) who were not born before
the time of Bob Hawke, his death may not seem significant,
although you will appreciate the significance from a former
Prime Minister of Australia’s perspective.

College need to wear correct school uniform, including
jumpers and jackets. Leggings are not part of the uniform, girls
may wear tights in winter. Parents needing support for uniform,
please contact the office. We are here to help.
Our uniform, when worn correctly looks striking, sets us apart
and helps children connect to the idea of social conventions
that are acceptable in different places. We all wish to maintain
our civil society, believe it or notm uniforms help children
understand about uniformity, which is needed at times to be
a civil society.

Being old enough to remember his Prime Ministership, I see his
death as a passing of an era in Australia and indeed Australian
politics and perhaps politicians.

Do not let our size impact your thinking about the value of the
school. Together we make and maintain our school culture
and ethos.

Maybe it was his upbringing being a child of a minister and
teacher, or perhaps his education that influenced his political,
ethical and spiritual connection to Australia and Australian
people, whichever however, in the end Bob Hawke left us all a
legacy to be proud of and to learn from.

Report Writing Day: 24th May 2019 - Student Free Day
Teachers are working individually and in teams to either write
reports, correct note, input draft gradings into the reporting
system. Thanks for your cooperation.

Whilst I honour his career and decisions made during his Prime
Ministership his life often reminds me of the choices offered to us
all. Bob made life decisions that he decided were right for him at
the time. His decision to represent Australia meant he needed
to curb his ways and for 13 years he put duty to Australia first—a
priority in his life. With a clear mind and focussed leadership,
his government transformed the Australian political landscape.
This seems simple but reality tells us to change habits is ‘daily’
work and requires determination and conviction. So he
leaves us with system reforms and achievements, but he also
demonstrated a personal achievement that can inspire us all.
Uniform – (again)
Please be reminded that children attending Alamanda

School Box
Please keep your eyes open for the school launch— Years 3-9
of Schoolbox. To commence, Years 7-9 will use most of the
features in this new communication system. Years 3-6 will use
the parent communication tile plus extra features and Years
Prep – 2 will use communication tile. Information will continue
to be forwarded via the Schoolbox team in future newsletters.
Enjoy your weekend.
Dare to be wise

Lyn Jobson

Alamanda College Principal
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News from Prep
By Ms Senada Mustafic, Prep I
This term the Preps have been
inquiring into the Central Idea
‘We build a successful community
when we work as a team.’ As part
of our exploration each class has
explored the Learner Profile and
Attitudes to discuss and brainstorm
ideas for our Essential Agreements,
to further explore how we could all
work together as a team within our
classroom environments. Prep D, E & F
listened to the story ‘The Rainbow Fish’
and explored the ‘caring’ attributes
the fish displayed and how they
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could relate this to their own actions.
We came up with ideas such as; we
will use kind words and manners with
our friends & we will always let people
play with us if they ask us to be their
friend. We have also been looking at
the community nearest and dearest
to us our family communities. We have
been busy creating art and craft,
writing pieces and even started some
data collection about the members
of our families. It has been a busy but
exciting start to term 2!

Alamanda College
ACTING LEADING TEACHER’S SUMMARY
Essential Agreements

We are well and truly into Term 2 in ‘The Burrow’ and we
have thoroughly enjoyed watching friendships blossom
and develop within the Prep Community. Our classroom
Essential Agreements are in the process of being completed
by the Preps and their teachers, to ensure our students can
be the best students they can be. We adapt our Essential
Agreements on a regular basis, based on what is occuring
in the community and point of need. For example, outside
play or use of iPads may influence some changes. Our
Essential Agreements are filled with positive statements,
which embed the Learner Profile and Attitudes which are
derived from the International Baccalaureate. The school
community (teachers, parents, students and other staff)
aims to ‘live and breathe’ the Learner Profile Attributes are
described below:
Inquirers We are curious and we enjoy our learning. We try
to find out new things.
Knowledgeable We know and learn about many things.
We remember what we have learnt.
Thinkers We think carefully about how our actions/decisions
affect others. We show initiative and can creatively solve
problems.

Reflective We know when we have done well and when
we could have done better. We think about our own work.

Life Education Van

The Life Education Van is coming to Alamanda College
for the Prep students in the coming weeks. Life Education
has been empowering children and young people to
make safer and healthier choices through education and
more than 35 years. The program believes that each child
should be living to their full potential. To meet this Vision the
program design modules that are relevant to Australian
children and young people every day, as well as their
families and communities.
After building a model spaceship at school, Harold and
his friends, Boots and Red venture into an imaginary world
in outer space. As the adventure unfolds children explore
how to build friendships and care for others, feelings and
emotions, safe and unsafe situations and early warning
signs & safe places and people to turn to for help. We look
forward to the Life Education Van visit and exploring ways
to be caring and kind students in the classroom, outside
and at home.

Winter Uniform - Term 2

Risk-Takers We like to try new things. We stand up for things
we believe in.

Please be aware that in Term 2, Winter Uniform will be
required. For girls, this includes the winter pinafore, white
long sleeve shirt with the blue cross over tie, jumper/
cardigan and blue tights/socks with black shoes. For boys,
this includes long sleeve shirt, jumper/cardigan or vest with
long blue pants. Boys also wear blue socks with their black
school shoes. Students can still wear their PE uniform on their
designated PE day. It is optional to wear the PE uniform on
Fridays, however this is an option to support our families.
Hats are not required in Term 2, however hats can still be
worn. We understand cold weather is upon us, however
any coats need to be official school uniform and beanies/
scarves need to be navy blue in colour. If you have any
questions or need assistance funding uniforms, please chat
to your classroom teacher.

Balanced We look after our minds and bodies. We try to
stay happy and healthy.

Dare to be wise,

Communicators We can share our ideas with others in many
ways and in more than one language. We listen to others.
Principled We tell the truth and we are fair. We share and
play well with others.
Open-Minded We listen to other people and respect their
ideas.
Caring We care about people, plants and the earth. We
help others and look after the environment.

Georgia Bell

on behalf of the Prep team
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News from Year 1
Erik Stewart, Tania Lythgo, Brad
Smith, Astrid Van Der Linden and
Lauren Houareau
Over the past two weeks, Year One
students have been fortunate to
have had a visit from Harold and
The Life Education Van. During the
visit, students undertook a module
called, ‘Safety Rules!’ Safety Rules!,
investigates safety in a range of
situations and environments, people
and places to go to for help, and
how friends can care for and support
each other. Clearly aligned to the
Victorian Curriculum, this module
helped students understand that a
healthy lifestyle is an important step
towards making positive healthy
choices now and into the future.
Students enthusiastically participated
in roleplays, discussions and watched
educational videos, demonstrating
how they can remain safe in these
situations. The learning also continued
in their classroom with their classroom
teacher, using a variety of interactive
online resources, and a fun-filled
student workbook.
Students have thoroughly enjoyed
engaging
in
various
scientific
experiments over the last two weeks,
the experiments have included ‘how
to make a volcano erupt’ and ‘which
materials float and sink.’ During writing
lessons the students wrote a scientific
report, linking their learning from the
science experiments with the structure
of a procedural text. The students
made a hypothesis, recorded their
observations and in their conclusion
wrote whether their hypothesis was
correct.
We encourage students to continue
reading at home for practise. Students
have access to the iPad applications
- ‘Kids A-Z’ and ‘Epic!’ Students also
have their take home books to read in
their book bags. They are encouraged
to read these books at home every
night for around 10-15 minutes. Just
a reminder that we have the Book
Fair next Tuesday 21st May - Thursday
23rd May. The Book Fair will be open
from 3pm-6pm on the Tuesday and
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8:15am-8:45am and 3:00pm-5:30pm
Wednesday and Thursday.
During Mathematics, we have been
exploring length, addition and shape.
When learning about length, we have
been investigating different ways
we can measure objects around the
classroom and in our homes. Students
have been measuring objects using
uniform and informal units such as
counters, unifix blocks and feet as
well as using formal metric units such
as centimetres and metres. When
students have been conducting their
scientific experiments, they have been
able to apply their knowledge of
length, capacity and volume to these
experiments. Some students have
measured the height of their structure
or the distance their paper plane
travelled due to wind resistance.
They also compared the weight and
strength of various materials and
inquired into capacity during floating
and sinking experiments. When
exploring the students understanding

and
concepts
about
addition,
students reviewed various strategies
such as number lines, doubles, near
doubles and vertical addition to assist
them to solve addition problems. When
investigating shape, students have
been exploring 2D and 3D shapes in
their classroom and their community
and considered the shapes’ properties
including their vertices, edges and
faces. When considering famous
buildings and structures around the
world, students have been able to
apply this knowledge to discuss the
shapes they see.

Just a reminder, we have a whole
school curriculum day next Friday
24th of May, students do not come to
school on that day. Camp Australia
will be taking bookings on that day.
Erik Stewart, Tania Lythgo, Brad Smith,
Astrid Van Der Linden and Lauren
Houareau,
on behalf of the Year 1 Team.

News from Year 2
By Ellin Tideswell, Jessica Cook, Shannon Sebek,
Jai Hayes and Eliza Wood
the nerves and the nerves will make
my body dance.
The nervous system works so you can
talk to your friends, so you can hug
your parents. If you didn’t have the
nervous system you can’t do those
things.
That is the way your body works in the
nervous system. - Giselle 2J

We also used our knowledge and
understanding
of
the
functions
of different systems to diagnose
hypothetical patients with different
problems. This required students to use
their knowledge of the connections
between different systems to diagnose
the patient. Some examples of this are:

Within our current Unit of Inquiry, Year
Two students have been developing
their understanding of the different
body systems, the organs that form
these systems and their function. One
way students are displaying their new
knowledge and understanding is
through the creation of explanation
texts. Here are some examples:
The Nervous System
The nervous system is an important
system that everyone has.
This is how the nervous system works. It
works like this, first for example you are
playing tag and someone tags you.
Faster than a blink, your brain sends a
message to your feet to run. Also, did
you know that ordinary or plain X-rays
don’t show up softer parts very well, so
they cannot reveal the details of the
brain. And did you know that the left
hemisphere and the right hemisphere
of the brain have different abilities.
The nervous system works because
your brain is the boss of the body and
the brain is really smart.

Now that you know how the nervous
system works, you know the process of
how it works. - Cindy 2J
The Nervous System
The nervous system is very important
system because if you don’t have it
you can’t do anything.
Since there are three functions in the
nervous system this might take a while.
Firstly, the sensory function. The sensory
function is a function that sends
messages to the brain. For example,
if I am at a concert and I am having
a wonderful time the sensory function
will sense the external and it would
sense the music, the lights, the noise
and when it does that it will sense my
feeling internal and sends it to the
brain.
Now we are on to the integrative
function. When the sensory sends the
message to the brain the integrative
function thinks of an action like dance.
Time for the Motor function. The Motor
function is a pretty quick so let’s get to
it so the Motor function goes through

Scenario: A woman came to your
hospital feeling very dizzy. She has a
cold and a bit of a fever. You notice
that her neck is very swollen under her
jaw. She mentioned that she had felt
very ill the day before and had hardly
eaten or drunk anything.
Response by Ayana 2N
Her systems that are being affected
are the digestive system and the
nervous system. This woman’s nervous
system isn’t working. Her brain hurts
and is dizzy, it must be the cold. She
should have lots of water, sleep well
and eat three meals a day. The water
should be hot water.
Scenario: A man comes into your clinic
who is a little fat. You take some texts
and find out that he has a fat called
cholesterol that is blocking his blood
vessels. He is also complaining of a
head ache and some muscle pain in
his chest and arm. He seems to have
trouble walking and his speech is hard
to understand.
Response by Jason 2K
The man might be having a heart
attack. He might need to have surgery
to fix his heart and to remove the
cholesterol that is blocking his blood
vessels.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
An update from a very busy school

There
is
something
exciting
happening every day in the Year 1
and 2 Mini-school.
The Life Education Van is at
Alamanda College for three weeks
providing lessons for students in Prep
– Year 6. Each year level has a lesson that is age appropriate
linking with their classroom program.
On Tuesday May 7 or Wednesday May 8, the Year 2
teachers and on Tuesday May 14 or Wednesday May 15,
the Year 1 teachers spent the day together for Professional
Learning, furthering their understanding of the Education
Department’s initiatives around professional practice and
Alamanda College’s implementations of these initiatives.
Alamanda College has a particular emphasis upon
enhancing literacy learning through writing. The Year 1
and 2 teachers are using mentor texts to enrich children’s
language usage and vocabulary.
All teachers across the state of Victoria are allocated one
day each term to work on aspects of their own professional
development relating to their teaching, this is in addition to
Curriculum Days and after school meetings. The next pupil
free day is on Friday May 24 and has been nominated as
a Curriculum Day for teachers to write your child’s student
report for Semester 1. Your child’s progress is recorded as
a summary in the student reports and during student-led
conferences your child will share a portfolio of their work
that sits beside the written report, as a snapshot of your
child’s learning. Student – led conferences will be held in
during the last week of term.

School Uniform

The following is from the Alamanda P-9 College School
Uniform Policy:
‘A uniform dress code reinforces in students a pride in
their own appearance, instils recognition of themselves
as an integral part of the school community, and
assists in developing pride in representing their school.
Issues of equality, health and safety are also factors
that contribute to the establishment of the Dress
Code.’

6

Teachers are finding there is a lack of consistency when
wearing the school uniform. We would like your help in
strengthening the wearing of our school uniform. Please
take the time to check the school uniform policy on the
school website. The policy does state that a note will be
sent home if students are repeatedly out of uniform.

Parent Helper’s Course

We would like to offer workshops for the “Classroom Helper’s
Program.” The program being offered this term will take
place on Tuesday May 28, Tuesday June 4 and Tuesday
June 11. Each session will commence at 1:45pm and finish
at 2:45pm on each of these Tuesdays and at this stage of
planning will take place in the Staffroom on the Deck.
If you would like to participate please note being a parent
helper involves
• applying for a “Working with children check”, this is
required under the “Child Safe Regulations.”
• being available to commit to the three training
workshops,
• completing between session tasks at a time to be
negotiated with the classroom teacher,
• being prepared to work in classrooms, with individual
students and/or small groups of students on a regular
basis.
We will post more details on Skoolbag and would like
expressions of interest to be completed on the reply slip
to be returned to the Administration Office by Wednesday
May 22. The numbers will be limited.
Please make contact with your child’s teacher or myself if
you have any concerns or praise. It is very heartening for
our young staff to hear that your child is enjoying coming to
school. The staff at Alamanda College try so hard to make
every day count!
Dare to be Wise!
Regards,

Helen Welsh

Assistant Principal
Years 1 & 2 Mini School

News from Year 3
By Mrs Kristin Vanden Houte-Smit,
3F
Have you ever stepped into the shoes
of a CFA fire fighter? Or perhaps
a paramedic or emergency room
doctor? What about a journalist? The
year 3s have been looking into how
people respond when extreme natural
events occur, and have tried to ‘Step
Inside’ the lives of the people involved,
trying to perceive these events from
their point of view. Some of us were
lucky enough to get a visit from some
volunteer CFA members, who shared
their experiences and some footage
of the recent Bunyip bushfires.
“I was very interested watching the
video of the fires because they were
so big compared to the vehicles and
the huge amount of smoke” Eshal
“I found it really interesting when they
told us that all the equipment they

were wearing is more than half of your
weight.” Azra
3F students played an interactive
game on their iPads, helping them
prepare
emergency
kits,
and
getting survival tips in the event of a
natural disaster. They then worked
collaboratively within expert groups,
to create instructional videos on how
to respond when a natural disaster
occurs. Make sure to watch so that
you can be prepared!
While all this excitement was
occurring, your children also worked
tremendously hard to prepare for
NAPLAN, and are ready to put their
best foot forward. We have pulled out
all the stops and have been going
full steam ahead with upskilling our
problem solving and comprehension

strategies. The year 3s are feeling at
ease and confident about taking
part in the NAPLAN assessments, and
we’re looking forward to seeing the
fruits of all the effort and hard work
the students have put in. In relation to
their preparation, teachers have had
the opportunity to read some very
persuasive texts on a variety of topics,
so parents and guardians beware,
you may be talked into something
with their great reasoning skills and
supporting arguments!
Our students are also ready to take on
the weekly shopping, and have been
practicing to purchase items and
calculating change. Why not take
the weekend off, and let them do the
shopping? I would suggest making a
clear list of items you need!
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News from Year 4
By Ms Ashleigh Palmington, 4H
This week within the Grade 4 area, we
have begun our next unit of inquiry.
The central idea is “Understanding
the rights of a child may lead to
equity” with the transdisciplinary
theme of Sharing The Planet. The key
concepts that relate are Perspective,
Connection and Responsibility.
This week during the provocations,
the children engaged enthusiastically
in unpacking the key words of
the new central idea. All students
worked collaboratively in groups and
organised the UNICEF children’s rights
from most important to least important.
This meant that they had to agree on
an order as a group.
4F have brainstormed what makes
a ‘Happy and Healthy’ child to help
provoke enriching discussions. Here
are some examples:
Yaseer: I believe exercise makes a
child happy and healthy because it
helps you to stay fit.
Zara: I believe a home makes a child
happy and healthy because they
have somewhere safe to sleep.
Teeya: I believe a family makes a child
happy and healthy because they
care for each other and help each
other through difficult situations.
Furthermore, they are all excited to
show curiosity by posing questions
throughout the learning journey for this
special inquiry.
Well done to everyone and please
don’t forget to bring in some artefacts!
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
NAPLAN

What a huge week! We had around
1000 students complete NAPLAN
testing across the school over
four days. I’d like to congratulate
the students on their incredible
attitude towards the assessments,
demonstrating commitment and
confidence in a new context. All
our students were well prepared, demonstrating their
knowledge and understandings developed through
ongoing personal goal setting, targeted teaching and testtaking practise. Thank you to the hard work and dedication
of our teaching team, supporting students to be their best.
We all share high expectations of each other at Alamanda,
and I hope that the students feel proud of their efforts.

Grade Four will inquire into how the ‘rights of a child can
lead to equity.’ Students will connect with this unit by
exploring how the concept of rights is present in their own
lives. You may hear some activism at home perhaps! They
will look at unfair events around the school ground and
begin to discuss how these connect to a sense of rights
and responsibilities. Students will have the opportunity to
extend their own sense of rights to an understanding of
human rights, and the experiences of children throughout
Australia and the world. You can support their learning at
home by browsing newspapers together and identifying
issues that connect to children and their experiences.
Browsing and borrowing books from the local library can
help with extending the children’s understandings of what
life is like around the world for other children.

NEW UNITS

UNIFORM – CORRECTION

Grade Three and Four begin their new unit of inquiry this
week. Grade Three will examine how ‘exploration may
lead to discovery and change’. We hope to spark their
curiosity by introducing students to the journeys of a variety
of explorers and the different ways they explored. Some
classes will even do some exploring of their own. We hope
to support the students’ own inquiries by demonstrating
skills such as knowledge acquisition and evaluation. This
unit provides many opportunities to collect data using
primary and secondary sources such as maps, journals,
documentaries and books. To continue the learning at
home, visits to museums, borrowing books and watching
documentaries will support students to understand the
discipline of history, concurrent timelines and skills of historic
investigation.
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Last week I wrote about students wearing correct winter
uniform for Terms Two and Three. There is an understanding
that in Grade 3 there may be a transition period as students
grow out of their tunic and into a winter skirt. Beyond that,
our Uniform Policy states that the winter skirt is to be worn
in Grade 3 and 4. Please remember that the apron section
of the tunic can be unpicked if your child prefers to wear
a skirt.

Dare to be Wise

Hannah Newton

Assistant Principal, Years 3 & 4
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News from Year 5
By Ms Kristen David, 5D
In the past few weeks, the Year 5s
have been preparing for NAPLAN.
The main focus for writing has
been narrative since last term we
mostly focused on persuasive text.
We learnt a new way to plan our
narratives which can as be used
as a thinking routine. It is called the
‘sensory wheel’. The way it works is
that you have to make sections for
each of the five senses (see, smell,
hear, touch and taste). We were
given a prompt to plan and draft a
narrative. We had to create the plan
with 5F but we had to write the story
in NAPLAN conditions. This helped us
with creating unique stories and use
sophisticated vocabulary. - By Ragi
and Zahra
As part of our Central Idea ‘Conflict
resolution depends on perspective
and understanding’, we unpacked
infographic posters about conflict.
Working in groups we used the
thinking
routines
‘Headlines’,
‘Compass Points, ‘See, Think, Wonder
and ‘I used to think … but know
I know’ to analyse and interpret
data. This helped us understand the
impact different types of conflict has
on the world. - By Sharanya
‘I used to think that conflict was only
big like war, but now I know that
conflict is part of everyday life’ Aiela
‘I used to think that conflict was
always bad but now I know it can
also resolve in a win-win situation’ Zahra
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News from Year 6
By Ms. Jess McArdle, 6I
perspectives that people have about
genetically modified foods. We look
forward to watching this unit unfold,
and we are excited to see where the
students take their personal inquiries.
In other exciting news, at the end of
Week 2 another mock election was
held within the grade 6 cohort. The
grade 6 Parliament was brought to a
standstill with new electorate leaders
needing to be elected for either
the LOOKS, BOOKS or INDEPENDENT
parties. Each class has elected three
new leaders who now hold seats within
Parliament. These students will meet
weekly for Question Time, and will
make decisions on matters that relate
to the whole cohort, acting on the best
interests of their individual electorates.

This week has been an exciting week
for our year 6 cohort, as we began
our new Unit of Inquiry under the
Transdisciplinary Theme ‘How The
World Works’. This unit will focus heavily
on the topic of Biology, as they inquire
into the Central Idea; The pursuit of
utopia can push the boundaries of
biological science. Within this unit
students will be encouraged to use
their critical and creative thinking
when exploring the systems of the
natural world, and apply an ethical
lens towards various innovations
that have stemmed from the field of
biology. To begin the week, and the
unit itself, students began exploring
the topic of genetically modified
organisms and the various impacts
on the agricultural industry. Students
have begun unpacking the positives
and negatives of GMO’s around
the world, and have started thinking
ethically when analysing the various

We would like to remind families that
students need to now be wearing
full winter uniform in term 2 and 3. For
girls, they can wear the tunic/skirt, the
white Alamanda shirt, neck tie, knitted
jumper or cardigan, and navy-blue
socks or tights with black school shoes.
Our male students are required to
wear the One Seed navy-blue pants
and stripped Alamanda shirt, with the
knitted school jumper, navy-blue socks
and black school shoes- girls are also
welcome to wear this uniform if they
wish. Items that are not permitted and
do not constitute as school uniform are
leggings in any colour, black or white
school socks, runners (unless worn with
the PE uniform), alternative jumpers/
jackets that do not have the school
logo, and hair accessories that are
not school colours (white, navy-blue,
green, orange or purple). As primary
leaders, we expect all grade 6 students
to be in the correct uniform each day,
as they are setting an example for the
rest of our primary school.
Jess McArdle, on behalf of the year 6
teachers.
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Alamanda College
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S SUMMARY
Dear Parents and Families,

NAPLAN

I would like to express a warm and
friendly welcome to all our new families
that have started at Alamanda K-9
College in Term Two. I wish you all the
very best as you begin your learning
journey with us.

Four weeks into term 2 and there are no signs of slowing down
for our busy year. Staff and students have been engaged in
teaching and learning opportunities with the focus being on the
National Literacy and Numeracy Tests (NAPLAN) assessments
that commenced on the 14th of May.
Congratulations to all the Year five students for their hard work
they eagerly demonstrated throughout NAPLAN test week.
This week the Year five students completed the National Literacy
and Numeracy Tests (NAPLAN). Most student completed these
diagnostic tests with the results made available sometime in
Term 3. I congratulate our students and staff for the excellent
manner in which they have prepared the students for their tests.
Performance in NAPLAN tests is all about ‘doing your very best’.
The tests provide us with feedback on student performance in
literacy and numeracy and allow us to modify our teaching to
better assist student learning.
To support students throughout the testing regime, teachers
reinforced many test strategies . These included:
• Reading and listening to all directions carefully so they
understand what they expected of them.
• Advising students to read and to tackle multiple choice
questions
• Advising students how to go back and check their answers
if the time allows
• Highlighting and underlying key words
Year 5 Unit of Inquiry
CURRENT UNIT OF INQUIRY:
Transdisciplinary Theme: Sharing the planet
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share
finite resources with other people and with other living things;
communities and the relationships within and between them;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
Our Central Idea: Conflict resolution depends on perspective
and understanding.
Key Concepts and Lines of Inquiry:
Function – Conflict resolution strategies
Perspective – The varying viewpoints of conflict
Responsibility – The consequences of conflict

on their prior knowledge of the Transdisciplinary Theme, ‘How the
World Works’.
Central Idea:
The pursuit of utopia can push the boundaries of biological
science.
Lines of Inquiry:
An inquiry into the systems of the natural world
An inquiry into innovative thinking in response to biological
understanding
An inquiry into the ethical considerations of the uses of biological
understanding
Key Concepts:
Function, Connection, Perspective
Related concepts:
Systems, Ethics, Innovations
Within this Unit of Inquiry, students will delve into the world of
biological science as they gain an insight into the systems that
exist within the natural world. Students will use their research skills
to investigate into different aspects of biology including, food
modification, eco-systems, body systems and cellular biology,
whilst continuing to build on their literacy skills within the genre of
information texts. This Unit of Inquiry will have a strong emphasis
on ethical thinking as students will be challenged to question the
ethics behind biological sciences, particularly when investigating
controversial issues such as stem-cell research.
Term 2 Uniform
As we enter term 2, I can’t emphasise more strongly the
importance for students to be wearing full winter uniform. For girls,
they can wear the tunic/skirt, the white Alamanda shirt, neck tie,
knitted jumper or cardigan, and navy-blue socks or tights with
black school shoes. Our male students are required to wear the
One Seed navy-blue pants and stripped Alamanda shirt, with the
knitted school jumper, navy-blue socks and black school shoesgirls are also welcome to wear this uniform if they wish. Items that
are not permitted and do not constitute as school uniform are
leggings in any colour, black or white school socks, runners (unless
worn with the PE uniform), alternative jumpers/jackets that do not
have the school logo, and hair accessories that are not school
colours (white, navy-blue, green, orange or purple). We expect
all grade 5 and 6 students to be in the correct uniform each day,
as they are setting an example for the rest of our primary school.

Cross Country Competition

Thirty-five students form Years 4-6 are representing Alamanda at
the Point Cook District Cross Country Competition. The students
have been practising in preparation for this event.
We wish all of the students the best of luck frothier race. We can’t
wait for the results.

YEAR 6 UNIT OF INQUIRY
An Inquiry into ‘How the World Works’

Partners in Education,

Our next Unit of Inquiry for this semester will allow students to build

Years 5 & 6 Assistant Principal
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Carmen Sacco

Specialist Subjects
P.E. News
By Mr. Dan Gray
and the PE TEam
Last Friday, students from all over
the Point Cook area walked safely
to school as part of ‘Walk Safely to
School Day’. It was great to see so
many of our students considering
their transport habits and making
the decision to walk to school. In the
aftermath of the day, students are
reminded to continue to incorporate
more walking as part of a healthy,
active way to get around. Regular
exercise like walking with your child
not only helps students beat chronic
problems like obesity, heart disease,
behavioural and mental health issues
and diabetes, it also gives you a

great opportunity to teach your child
safe ways to behave around roads
and traffic.
On Friday, May 17th, Grade 4,5 and
6 students represented Alamanda at
the Point Cook District Cross Country
Carnival at Saltwater Reserve. Under
9/10 athletes ran a 2km course, while
Under 11 and Under 12/13 athletes
completed 3km course. Our runners
have been putting in the miles, training
hard in the lead up to the race. Good
luck to all those competing. Shortly
after the Cross Country, Grade 5
and 6 students will be competing in

the Point Cook District Winter Sports
Carnival. Tryouts for team selection
will be held next week for the five
sports, including AFL, Soccer, Netball,
Teeball and Volleyball.
As the temperature begins to drop,
students are reminded to dress
appropriately for PE lessons, with
a jacket and pants. To avoid any
lost items of clothing, please ensure
your child’s name is printed on all
belongings.
Thanks, PE team.
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Specialist Subjects
LOTE News
By Ms. Tiffany Zhang
It has been a very productive two
weeks in Language classes as we
have continued through the Unit of
Inquiry from Grade One to Six.
Inquiring into different modes of
transport, our Grade Two learners
were introduced to eight transports
in Chinese and understood there’re
many ‘loan words’ in Chinese that
sound very similar to the English words,
such as 巴士(bā shì), which means
bus. They were open-minded to learn
how to type Chinese words using the
Chinese pinyin keyboard on their iPad.
They were amazed by the fact that
typing Chinese can be such a simple
job. As long as they know the Chinese
pinyin of a Chinese word, they can
type the word easily on their devices.
The fantastic Grade Fours are exploring
famous buildings and constructions in
China. They enjoyed watching s series
of videos about the Forbidden City and
the Great Wall of China. Both located
in Beijing, the Forbidden City used
to be a royal palace. Hence it was
“forbidden” for other people to get
in there. As inquirers, students found
interesting facts about the Forbidden
City and created a digital poster to
demonstrate
their
understanding
and knowledge. They were very
enthusiastic when working in groups to
build their own part of the Great Wall
of China with paper templates and
glue stick. What a good opportunity
to be collaborative and get a sense of
achievement through team work!
The
Grade
Five
students
are
investigating how to name different
countries in Chinese. They found
there’re three ways to translate
a country name into Chinese:
pronunciation, meaning and the
combination of them. Focusing on 14
vocabulary, they were curious about
other countries’ name in Chinese,
especially those countries they want
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to visit or they are interested in. They
really enjoyed playing the game
“Taking over the World”. They rolled
two Chinese dice to see which country
they can take over on the world map
and had to “battle” with others if they
also rolled the same number and
gained the control of that country.
Through this game, they practised their
reading and speaking skills as they

had to read all the country names in
Chinese.
We have had a great start in Term Two,
and we hope our students will keep
up their open-minded attitudes and
commitment in the weeks to come.
Kind regards,
Language Team
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PRESENTS

PERFORMANCES

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
August 8, 9 & 10
@ 6:30pm
Sunday
August 11 @ 12pm

LOCATION

Alamanda College Theatre
TICKETS

Adults $20, Children $12,
Family of four $55
16

BOOK ONLINE

Tickets on sale through
www.trybooking.com/BCVVI
or the school office from June 24th

