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Inspire, Shine, Create.

Welcome back to Term 2! The students all seem to have
settled back into routine after a nice term break to recover
from a very busy and active Term One. Over the past few
weeks, teachers and students have been working tirelessly
in preparation for the upcoming NAPLAN tests, occurring
in the middle of next week. All students have been
administered practice NAPLAN material, whilst teachers
also targeted specific, individual points of need, in order
to assist students in gaining the best outcome from these
tests. At Alamanda, we understand that these tests are
only a snapshot of the academic ability of our students,
but more and more future educational opportunities are
requiring previous NAPLAN test results in order to gain
entry, specifically into select-entry programs, which is why
we have placed a significant emphasis in preparing our
students to their full potential. Good luck to all our middle
years’ students writing NAPLAN next week!
I would also like to express my excitement, as we celebrate
yet another success. Two of our students, Vivienne Yeoh
and Dravin Dileep, participated in the first round of the
annual Wynspeak competition, where they represented
Alamanda College in an inter-school public speaking
competition. Vivenne won the best prepared speech
portion of the competition, while Dravin was victorious in
the impromptu speech portion of the competition. They

Dare t
o be wise.

have both advanced to the next stage of the Wynspeak
competition, which will occur on the 5th of June. We wish
them the best of luck as they prepares their speeches for
the next portion of the competition.
Another moment of celebration involved our Year 8 girls’
netball squad, as they competed in the Hobson’s Bay
Division netball competition earlier this week. The girls
competed valiantly throughout the day, while making their
way easily into the grand final where they faced some
stiff competition against the Williamstown High School ‘A‘
squad. Unfortunately, they were defeated 30-6 in their final
game, and came away with the runners up flag for 2019.
It probably wasn’t the result that we really wanted, but this
brings me back to the first ever inter-school competition
that I had the privilege of taking an Alamanda College
team to six-years ago, where we were defeated 180 to 2
in a Year 6 Boys AFL competition. It certainly highlights how
far we have come in terms of sporting prowess over such
a short period of time, due to some dedicated teachers
and students training before, during and after school.
Congratulations again to our Year 8 Netball Team!
At Alamanda College, we continuously strive towards
providing students with opportunities to attend tours and
camps, which they normally wouldn’t have a chance of
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attending. Last week, Mr. Hick, Mr. Thompson and Mrs. Hubert took 20 Year Eight
students to Wilson’s Promontory for the Semester One Photography camp. The
photos from the camp looked amazing and it appears that all the students had
a wonderful time and have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. A similar camp
will be offered for Year Eight Semester two photography students.
Speaking of camps and tours, expressions of interest for the Great Barrier Reef,
Uluru and Snow tours will be coming out shortly. These tours and camps occur
at the end of Term Three or early Term Four, which should provide parents with
ample time to save for the costs of these tours. From experience, students
who have attended these tours have always come back buzzing with new
perspectives of the world that surrounds them.
Dare to be wise,

Kirsten Sullivan and Ryan Ma
Acting Assistant Principal
Secondary School
Alamanda College

WYNSPEAK
WynSpeak is a public speaking
competition that encompasses thirty
secondary schools from around the
Western region. The competition is
divided into a junior category (Years
7-9) and a senior category (Year 10-12).
All students competing are required
to prepare a five-minute speech on a
topic of their choice. One the night of
the event, students were also required
to respond to an impromptu prompt
where they with have only 4 minutes to
prepare.
This year, after a rigorous selection
process, Dravin Dileep from 8B and
Vivienne Yeoh from 9E, represented
Alamanda College at the 2019
WynSpeak Youth Public Speaking
Competition. Dravin prepared a speech
on ‘Public Speaking’ and Vivienne
spoke about ‘Gender Stereotypes’.
Throughout both Term One and Two,
Dravin and Vivienne worked tirelessly,
practising and receiving feedback to
improve their speech.
We are so proud to announce that
Vivienne won the prepared speech
category and Dravin won the
impromptu speech category. These
students will now progress to the finals
of the WynSpeak competition, which is
taking place at Thomas Carr College
on Wednesday June 5th. Anyone who
would like to come and support these
students is more than welcome!

Year 7 News
This year for Community in Year 7, the
students have had the opportunity
to listen to and be inspired by several
guest speakers, who have shared how
they are taking action in an attempt to
make this world a better place.
At the beginning of the year, Mel
from Melbourne City Mission shared
with our Year 7’s the reality of youth
homelessness and what we can do to
help. Later on in the term, Xavier from
the Warner Youth Foundation presented

an engaging and interactive workshop
regarding the effects of graffiti and the
importance of consideration. At the
end of Term One, Sean from the Cotton
On Foundation inspired the students
with what the Cotton On Foundation
has achieved, and saw the incredible
communities that the foundation
had built in poverty-stricken countries
around the world.
This week, we had a visit from Libania
who works for World Vision. She shared

an inspiring story of a 13-year-old girl
who fled a war that had broken out in
East Timor. The students later found out
that the 13-year old girl was Libania,
and that she had made it her life’s
mission to help others who are in need.
Next Community session, students will
be greeted with a visit from Guide Dogs
Victoria, who will share how their work
on how they are making a positive
impact on people in our community.

Year 7 News
MATHS
In Maths in Year 7, at Alamanda K-9
College, we have been putting a lot
of effort into revising for the upcoming
week of NAPLAN. During the past
weeks, we have been revising and
practising our maths skills to build our
understanding. We have practised testtaking strategies under test conditions,
while remembering the importance
of showing our step-by-step working
out process. Here at Alamanda, the
teachers have refined how we learn
best and supported our curiosity to
help us prepare not only for the for
Year 7 NAPLAN, but also our future. We
use our previous data by looking at
our own results, and then work on the
assigned skill. This allows us to develop
an understanding of what went wrong
and how to fix that, or learn a new
numeracy skill. We have been lucky
enough to also have extra NAPLAN
practice sessions during Thursday
afternoons and Saturday mornings
if we wish to attend. - By Karsten and
Kavin
ENGLISH
In preparation for NAPLAN in the
secondary school at Alamanda
College, we have been provided
with the opportunity to revise what we
already know in English and work on our
language conventions skills, reading
comprehension, and writing ability.

NAPLAN practice. We had different
classrooms for different subjects with
a lot of teachers to support us. The
environment for NAPLAN preparation is
a quiet space. Teachers expect that all
the students practise in order to reach
their full ability. I feel that the extra
practice has helped calm my nerves
and boost my confidence. - By Alice

In writing we have to practising the
skill of narrative writing, and writing
to persuade. At the end of each ‘big
write’, we edit and revise our work by
using the NAPLAN marking rubric. This
allows us to set goals based on our
weakest skills in writing using the marking
guide or Writing Continuum. We work
independently and collaboratively to
practise and prepare for NAPLAN.

When I attended the extra NAPLAN
preparation sessions, I felt like it had
really boosted my confidence as I was
feeling nervous in my primary years.
We could choose if we wanted to
do Maths or English learning. For me,
I struggle more in Maths so I chose
to gain extra support with my maths
skills. We have been given practice
tests and if we don’t understand the
question, our teachers and peers and
teachers support us. Thank-you to the
teachers who supported us during the
weekends. - By Stephanie

We have been offered extra practice
sessions. For the last two Saturdays,
students have attended school for

HUMANITIES
The Year 7s have taken the role of
Geographers this term in Humanities

and have inquired and developed
new understanding in this particular
discipline. We have also learnt the
meaning of liveability and how
interconnections between places,
people and environment affect the
lives of people.
We are beginning to understand that
places, people and environments all
play a part in changing people’s lives.
For example, in New York City (NYC),
the people that live there are mostly
young people who live there. NYC is
a great place to seek opportunities
and is a great place for photographers
who like to capture brilliant shots.
However, it may not be the dream for
many elderly people. This shows how
interconnections between places,
people and environment is important
for settling in, and impacts the liveability
of places or where people choose to
live. We have learnt that everything is
connected one way or another and
that it affects how people perceive
liveability in different environments. - By
Lorielle and Angel

Year 7 Textiles
Year 7 students have just begun
their learning in Textiles this
term, and they are working
towards gaining their sewing
licence. Through this licence,
students learn how to use the basic
functions of the sewing machine,
including threading the upper
thread and bobbin, and trying out
different decorative stitches. They
complete their licence by creating
a simple pincushion where they
learn to pin and cut fabric, and
the importance of seam allowance
and measurement.

Year 7/8/9 Mandarin

From Term 2, all Year 7-9 Chinese classes
started to use Chinese Continuum on
One Note based on the five different
sequences outlined by Victorian
Standards: F-10 second language
learner sequence, F-10 background
learner
sequence,
7-10
second
language learner sequence, 7-10
background learner sequence and
7-10 first language learner sequence.
The Chinese continuums adapt similar
format as Alamandamaths continuum,
students find it easy and familiar to use,
they identify which sequence is the
correct for them and set their personal
goals. When they finish each goal, they
upload their evidence on Schoolbox,
before the due date.
Here are some student voices and
comments:
YEAR 7 CHINESE
We focus on modern Chinese cities,
such as Shenzhen, a young city of only
30 years old with a population of 15
million. We discussed why this city was
established, and watched videos on
how they use modern technology on a
daily bases, amazing!

Shenzhen is a great metropolitan city, so
much development in such a short time!
Bright and cool technology!

One of the best cities in the world with
top technologies.
This colourfully lit city uses so much solar
power as clean energy!
I might plan to live there! Very good,
very cool, very innovative city!
It think it is amazing that robot can talk,
dance and even be a secretary!
The technology in Shenzhen is really
advanced.

It is a well developed city with lots of
cool technologies and advanced
system, it is surprising how many highrise
building there but also how many trees
there too!
YEAR 8 CHINESE:
This term, we’ve been working on inquiry
linking with our humanity topic on WWII,
we discussed of these topics as a class,
as well as researching independently
to help our Chinese learning. We will
also watch a Chinese movie on WWI.
In our class, there are different groups
of expertise in the Chinese language,
each group work on different individual
goals besides the whole class goal.
The following work samples are from us
as background learners, we have been

working towards our goals that we have
created for our level of understanding.
Here is an example of our work: (red is
the correction by the teacher, blue is
the mistakes we made)

Leo: 你好， Jessica 你想加入我们的小组
吗？
Jessica: 好的。
Wen: 在我们这个多人小组里，我们将（
会）学习到关于中文语言和中国历史!
Jessica: 啊！我知道很多东西关于中国历
史，我也非常喜欢学习这方面的东西。-》
我知道很多关于中国历史的东西
Melody：虽然我不是很理解中国的历史，
但是我知道中国在成立于October 一九四
九年十月。
Wen：我想我们应该把时光倒流几百和几
千年之后（前 not后）
Leo： 好 ， 你 们 先 搜 索 关 于 中 国 的 朝
代，Wen，你先搜索秦国和楚朝（国）。
Wen: 好吧！
Leo：Jessica，你找一下唐朝和汉朝的历
史吧。
Jessica：嗯，好的。
Leo：Melody 你不用做太多，找一下宋朝
就行了。
Melody：是的。
Comments from Year 9 students:
One Country Two Systems policy is such
a great idea!
I want to show my parents the amazing
videos we watched at school!

Year 8 Maths
In Math, we continued to work on their
goals on OneNote and extended our
knowledge in Data. We also worked on
a project that assessed our learning in
Math. It was interesting for us to learn
what scatter plots are, and how all
data structures are connected. We
also learned the difference between
Univariate and Bivariate Data and
how it leads to the analysis of the
correlation between 2 relationships. In
class, we were given the example on
how students can inquire on the life
expectancy of Australia and investigate
if there is a correlation between life
expectancy and GDP. By looking at GDP
(Gross Domestic Product) as a measure
of wealth in countries, we plotted
the GDP against the life expectancy,
to investigate if there is a positive or
negative relationship between these 2
sets of data.

the strength of relationship between 2
sets of data in a scatter plot. Pearson’s
Scale can range from 0 to 1.

We were also reminded that Pearson’s
Correlation can be used to investigate

We finished our data project during
the holidays and when we looked

In the process of investigating the
strength of the relationships, we
discovered that standard deviation
falls into place. We discovered that
scatter plots, Pearson’s correlation and
Standard Deviation are all connected
tools of measurements in data analysis.
We have been working on interesting
inquiry statements (using scatter plots) in
our project.
Examples of the inquiries are as follows:
How rainfall is correlated to global
warming, how divorce is correlated to
income levels, how crime is correlated
to income levels and how literacy rates
are correlated to the GDP in Somalia.

at the continuum, we are proud of
what we have achieved as we have
set individual goals for our learning.
Examples of these goals are mean,
median (Odd or Even sets Techniques)
mode and range, population, census,
survey, sampling, box and whiskers,
stem and leaf, back to back Stem and
Leaf, dot Plots, calculating IQR, upper
quartile, lower quartile, definition of
Histograms and how it is different from
Bar Graphs, how frequency works in a
Histogram, types of Histogram Shapes,
Mound, Symmetrical, Skewed Left,
Skewed Right, Positive, Negative, Back
to back, Scatter Plots (Weak or Strong
Correlation), Standard Deviation (7-step
process and how it affects the analysis
of data), Pearson’s Correlation (How to
measure the strength of the relationship
between 2 events - If I run more, I will
lose more weight, what does -1, 1, 0
means in the value of r, 9 step process
in calculating the correlation) and
Z-scores.- Emily Lam

Histogram

Histogram

As per my research the
number
Of suicide increased through
out the years
The suicide rates has
increased due to lots of
Bad events happening which
makes people to suicide

As per my research the
number
Of suicide increased through
out the years
The suicide rates has
increased due to lots of
Bad events happening which
makes people to suicide

People don’t suicide
just for fun
There is always a very
deep reason
Behind it

Suicide rates in
queensland is higher
than victoria

One reason could be
bullying not just physical
it can also affect Mental
health
And that makes people
thinking of committing
suicide

Box plot

Scatter plots

Box plot
Bullying is not the
only thing
There might be
someone who you
loved the most
just died
And that can also
cause suicide

Not everyone can
afford luxurious
lifestyle but some
are having lots of
hard time trying
to live and that
could make them
loose hope and
commit suicide e

Drug and alchohol
abuse can also lead
to suicide

Red indicates Victoria
green indicates Victoria

Scatter plots

Correlation:
No correlation because the dots are all over the place and don’t go up or down.

Lowest education rates in the world

Strength:
The strength of the scatter plot is weak, because there is not line which is
strong.

Education Rates
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Error Line:
The Scatter Plots with Error Bars procedure extends the capability of the basic
scatter plot by allowing you to plot the variability in Y and X corresponding to
each point.
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Reﬂection
In this assessment task we had to pick a topic that we could collect data on to be able to create an assessment piece
using all diﬀerent types of graphs. The topic I choose was lowest education rate around the world and I was shook to
see how low education is in some places around the world. At the start it was essay because I was using my
knowledge from past years to create the assessment, but as I went more down the list of graphs I really struggled to
understand what the graph are for, what they look like and do. The one I most struggled on was the box and whiskers.
I really looked into box and whisker and got a small understanding on what they are but I am still needing more
understanding to fully get it. One other thing is the standard deviation, still trying to understand what it is. The thing
that I was proud of when doing this piece is my scatter plot and all of the other thing that come with it, I really put
some hard work into the page. My goal for next time is to ask for more eater understanding with some of the graphs.
During this assessment task I was an inquire because I was looking up how and what the diﬀerent graphs do with the
data.
Years
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Wealth
23% $1,984 m
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2007

42% $2,483 m

2008

49.7% $2,600 m
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25.8% $1,984 m

2010

37.8% $1,093 m
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3+0+0+9+6+7
+1 = 26
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The mode is 0

1+6=7
7 / 2 = 3.5

0-9=9

0

26 / 7 = 3.71

Global interactions affect life expectancy in a big way as different countries share their knowledge and technologies with other countries it will
help them to have a better life expectancy for the people living in the country. A way that countries can make their life expectancy better is by
managing the health services for example giving everyone access to Medicare and life insurance. If a country advances their technology and
leaves the other countries behind the other will eventually catch up and there would have be no need it not helping the other countries in order
to not create even more havoc than there already is. Artificial intelligence will affect the future of human life expectancies as we will be able to
use robots to perform surgeries and perfect it and not preform mistakes the current surgeons face. Mathematicians can use data to identify gaps
in growth for using artificial intelligence by looking at past data taken by artificial intelligence and use it to look at how we can remove the
mistakes that ai make by creating new formulas to perfect the use of ai. Better ways to assess a student in math and data is to do a sort of
interview with them and give them problems to solve to see how they solve the problem and this will also help the teacher learn a new way of
doing something. Or to teach another student how to perform a formula to show the teacher that they understand the goal really well.

Year 8 Photography Camp
Wilsons Promontory National Park

Year 9 Textiles
Students in Year 9 have been working towards the end of year exhibition with their product design project.
This project is based off the VCE curriculum, where students design for a client and create a folio of their
process. Students have been writing their own client profiles and design briefs, completing independent
research and creating various design options for their client to choose from. Next month, the year 9 textiles
students will be attending the Top Design Exhibition at Melbourne Museum, an amazing display of last year’s
Year 12 students, This will be a fantastic opportunity for students to gain an understanding of the calibre of
VCE work.

Year 9 Humanities
Students in Year 9 have begun a new
unit on Civics and Citizenship in term
2. Pupils have been developing their
skills in persuasive writing,
spelling and reading in this subject to
practice for the upcoming Naplan
testing. The Year 9 cohort has gained
an understanding of key terms such as

asylum seekers, republic, citizenship,
democracy, The Senate and The
House of Representatives. Learners
have gained an understanding of
controversial issues that exist in the
community and the differing points
of view on these issues. Some of
the controversial issues explored
include,
Australia
becoming
a

republic, Australia’s treatment of
asylum seekers and whether foreign
investment should be allowed to
remain at its current level. Students
have practiced their skills in critically
evaluating information and ideas
from a range of sources in relation to
civics and citizenship issues.

Year 9 Inter-School Sport
INTER-SCHOOL SPORT
I arrived at Werribee outdoor pool
with my school on a bright sunny
day. Feeling nervous but at the same
time subconsciously there was some
confidence where I knew I could do
it due to the training I have been
doing for years. My first race was my
favourite- 50 meter breaststroke which
was my ticket to going to Regionals.
I won first place, it felt amazing and
rewarding at the same time. It gave
me the motivation to keep going, next
up was the 50 meter freestyle. I was
pumped before the race started, and
within minutes I was called up for my
event. It felt like only a few seconds
had gone by, feeling less nervous. I
waited for the whistle and was off,
unlucky in the process of my dive, my
goggles had come off making it next
to impossible to see in the water. Just
before I reached towards the end of
the 50 meters pool I hit the side rope
losing my first place however I still
managed to come second. Next up
was backstroke my least favourite
stroke where I came second for the 50

meter, and finally 200 meter IM where I
also received second place.
REGIONALS
It was a bright sunny day and since I
was the only one who qualified for
the Regionals from Alamanda. My
mom drove me to Geelong Aquatic
Centre, funny enough it was on the
same day as School Athletics Day
(one of my favourite days). My first
event was the 50 meter breastroke.
I was feeling pumped and could
feel the adrenalin rush as I took my
position for diving. I took one last gasp
of air, heard the WHISTLE! and I was
off. Putting all my energy in the race
when I finally reached the end, I was
thrilled to know I had secured the
third place. Standing at the podium
for the medal ceremony, it was a
completely different experience – I
felt accomplished and rewarded for
all the hard work I had put in during
my training hours. For me, my journey
has just begun and I am going to
keep doing, what I do best… - Rohan
Goswami

Year 9 News
Term 2 is well underway and it has
been pleasing to see the return of
students with determination and
enthusiasm towards their learning.
Our current focus in English is centred
around personalised learning goals
derived from the analysis of previous
NAPLAN results. Students have been
participating in group focus sessions
that target common misconceptions
or understandings that bridge the
gaps in learning. Through the use
of online continuums and a google
drive to access practise materials,

students have been able to develop
confidence whilst building on the
skills they already possess to access
new knowledge. When exploring the
creative writing process, students
have been reviewing NAPLAN writing
exemplars and exerts from texts
written by Shaun Tan. They have been
inquiring into the various techniques
and strategies used to create sensory
and figurative language, enhancing
the quality of their own written
narratives. Year 9 students have
continued to develop their persuasive

writing techniques through the subject
of humanities, and in response to their
ANZAC inquiry. We would like to wish
the students the best of luck as they
head into NAPLAN testing next week.
They should all be extremely proud
of the hard work, determination and
focus they have shown to date this
year.
Regards
Sarah O’Connor
Acting Leading Teacher

Wood Technology
A warm welcome everyone to
Term Two. This term see’s two new
Year 7 groups exploring Design and
Technology through the global context
of Globalisation and Sustainability. The
new groups will be exploring the inquiry
question “Waste from one product
can be used as a raw material for
another”.
At present the Year 7’s are learning
about safety within Design and
Technology and understanding the
importance of WH&S (Workplace
Health & Safety) within the Wood
Technology room. They are being
introduced to a range of hand tools
and what their safe applications are.
As part of the students first assessment
they will be using industry terminologies,
establishing safe work practices and
demonstrating the correct and safe
application of using each industry
specific tool. The assessment will have
students create some basic timber
joints such as a housing, lap, mortise
and dovetail joint. Each timber joint
has its own complexity and level of
difficulty with the marking out and the
execution of the construction of each
of the timber joints.
In the previous Term our Year 8 students
were set a task to create a timber
lamp using only standard 3mm ply and
a basic rectangular shape design for
the lamp. Students have been coming
up with interesting and creative visual
designs using silhouettes of images
such as tree’s, hearts and sporting
logos.
This Term our Year 8’s are busy working
on designs for their final assessment
piece. A timber lamp that can
incorporate but not limited to the use
of acrylics, metals and the laser cutter.
All timbers used in this project must
also be sustainably sourced and/or
recycled. We are seeing a large and
varied amount of designs, with one of
the most exciting things being that no
two student’s designs are the same.
We are very much looking forward to
seeing the final designs and helping
them through to fruition.

Second semester has the Year 9’s
finishing off the first two stages of
their design briefs. The brief is centred
around the VCE Top Design Project
and see’s students creating a design
solution to a client’s specific needs,
with most students already confirming
their preferred designs. Students are
currently developing their cutting and
materials list, timeline’s for production
and constructing model prototypes.
Little visitors…..
The Year 1 students have begun
their second Unit of Inquiry for 2019,
exploring the Transdisciplinary Theme,
‘How the World Works’, through the
Central Idea, ‘Properties of materials
influence the way they are used’.
The Wood Technology room has had
an opportunity to work with the Year
1 classes with a short program that
introduces the students to the different
types of materials that are used in the
construction industry and the way
they are fixed together. Students are
introduced to the use of personal
protective equipment and what
safety looks like in a simulated working
environment such as the Wood
Technology room.

Students have been engaged in the
conversation around what timbers are
used for, the different types of timbers,
plantation
timbers,
differences
between hard and soft woods and
how to determine that age of a tree.
Before the practical task was
commenced students were introduce
to a variety of hammers, their
differences and uses as well as the
differences of fixings used such as
nails and screws. Along with the use of
screw drivers and hand drills.
The biggest question that was asked
was ‘How do I hit a nail in without hitting
my thumb?’ Well it’s a simple little trick
that I know, and now the Year 1’s do
as well and the trick is……….
The Year 1’s first practical task had
been to practice nailing into a
softwood, starting with small nails
15mm up to industry framing nails of
75mm.
Thank you to all of the Year 1 students
and their teachers for being so
engaged and curious in construction
materials and their uses.

