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Welcome to Term Two!
After an exciting and productive first term,
we hope that the students have all had a safe
and relaxing Easter break. With NAPLAN,
Semester One reporting, the Arrabri Lodge
camps and student-led conferences coming
up, it looks set to be another busy term!
CURRENT UNIT OF INQUIRY:
Transdisciplinary Theme: Sharing the planet
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities
in the struggle to share finite resources
with other people and with other living
things; communities and the relationships
within and between them; access to equal
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
Our Central Idea: Conflict resolution
depends on perspective and understanding.
Key Concepts and Lines of Inquiry:
Function – Conflict resolution strategies
Perspective – The varying viewpoints of
conflict
Responsibility – The consequences of
conflict
READING AND WRITING NARRATIVE
TEXTS:
In this Unit of Inquiry, we are learning about
narrative texts. The students are learning
that a narrative is a time-ordered text that
is used to narrate events and to create,
entertain and emotionally move an audience.
They will discover that other purposes of
narrative writing may also be to inform
and to persuade. In line with the ‘Narrative
Marking Guide’ provided by the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA), we will be focusing on
the following areas:
Audience: The writer’s capacity to orient,
engage and affect the reader.

Text structure: The organisation of narrative
features including orientation, complication
and resolution into an appropriate and
effective text structure.
Ideas: The creation, selection and crafting of
ideas for a narrative.
Characters: The portrayal and development
of characters.
Setting: The development of a sense of
place, time and atmosphere.
Vocabulary: The range and precision of
contextually appropriate language choices.
Cohesion: The control of multiple
threads and relationships across the
text, achieved through the use of
grammatical elements (referring words,
text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical
elements (substitutions, repetitions, word
associations).
Paragraphing: The segmenting of text
into paragraphs that assists the reader to
negotiate the narrative.
Sentence structure: The production of
grammatically correct, structurally sound
and meaningful sentences.
Punctuation: The use of correct and
appropriate punctuation to aid the reading
of the text.
Spelling: The accuracy of spelling and the
difficulty of the words used.
UNIT OF INQUIRY 3:
Yet to be planned in detail

Our Central Idea: Understanding energy
systems leads to sustainable decisions about
their use.
READING:
All Year Five classes incorporate reading
strategies from the Victorian Curriculum
Literacy Toolkit, such as Modelled,
Shared and Guided Reading, Reciprocal
Reading, Literature Circles and The Four
Resources Model. The students also
work independently, and in teacher led
workshops, on their personal reading goals

from The First Steps Reading Continuum.
Teachers use mentor texts to explicitly teach
crucial reading comprehension skills. The
students have access to texts from the Year
5/6 Library, personal classroom libraries, or
on their iPads and laptops using apps such as
‘Epic’ and ‘iBooks’.
WRITER’S NOTEBOOK:
This term, the students will continue to
develop their writing skills and personal
voice through Writer’s Notebook. A writer’s
notebook is a special book where the students
can record their observations, wonderings,
thoughts, feelings, experiences and ideas.
These begin as ‘seeds’ that can serve as
stimuli for more formal writing. The writer’s
notebook is a safe place in which the writer
may develop his or her writing skills by taking
risks and experimenting with language. The
students work on their writing goals from the
First Steps Writing Continuum during this
time.
LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS:
Assessment data, which is gathered from
various sources, is used to inform the
explicit teaching of spelling, punctuation
and grammar strategies through smallgroup workshops. Our program also includes
student driven investigations and time to
work on personal spelling lists. Spelling is
planned around the needs of the students but
includes the development of Phonological
(sounds), Visual (the way words and letter
combinations look), Morphemic (meaning)
and Etymological (word origins) knowledge.
MATHEMATICS:
With the use of goal setting and various
assessment data, the Year Five teachers
develop an understanding of their students’
understanding and needs regarding
mathematical concepts. They then plan and
run fluid workshops to cater for these needs.
Assessment data is also used to support the
students in selecting personal learning goals

important reason. When students miss key
concepts , it can be extremely difficult and at
times impossible to catch them up on what
they have missed.
HOMEWORK:
We strive to provide homework that is
meaningful, which allows for differentiation
as well as extension of concepts learnt in
class. Our homework includes reading,
writing, language conventions, maths and
Unit of Inquiry Tasks. The homework runs for
3 weeks, with 1 week off for marking, before
the next one is given. The first homework
for this term was given on Tuesday in Week
1 and is due Tuesday of Week 4. The next
homework will be given out again in Week 5.
from each strand. Throughout this term, the
teachers will continue to run workshops on
the following, as is needed in each class:
NUMBER AND ALGEBRA:
• The accurate and rapid recall of
addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division number facts.
• Strategies for solving worded number
problems.
• Revision of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division operations.
• Numbers to the hundreds of
thousands and beyond.
• Common/unit and decimal fractions.
• Money and financial mathematics.
• Patterns and algebra.
MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY:
• Units of measurement.
• Time.
• 2D shapes and 3D objects.
• Mapping.
• Angles.
STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY:
• Chance and probability.
• Data
representation
interpretation.

and

The students will also be given time to work
on their goals independently or with other
students. They will be encouraged to use
sites/apps/programs such as Mathletics,
Alamanda Maths, Khan Academy, Math
Antics and Math is Fun, to develop their
mathematical understanding and achieve
their goals.
YEAR FIVE SPORT/GAMES:
The Year 5 cohort will continue to meet
each Monday morning to mingle across the
timetables for sport/game rotations. This is
greatly enjoyed by the students and teachers

and we look forward to maintaining those
connections with each other! It is important
your child is in appropriate uniform during
these sessions.
COMMUNICATION:
Please make your child’s teacher is your first
point of call should you require clarification
or have concerns. Contact can be made
in person or by a note, email or phone call.
Please note that should you wish to speak
to your child’s teacher face to face, you
will need to do this before 8:30am or after
2:50pm. You will need to pre-book a time
if you feel you will need longer than a few
minutes. If you would prefer to speak to
a leader, please see Kate Franco, Deanna
Kotevski, the Year 5 leaders, or Carmen
Sacco, the Year 5/6 Assistant Principal.
SCHOOL HOURS:
Classroom doors open at 8:30am, ready
for the students to learn at 8:40am sharp.
Please ensure that your child arrives on
time for their learning so that they do not
miss valuable instructions or disrupt the
learning of others. In order to foster selfmanagement, students are expected to
come in by themselves and follow the set
class routine. The school day concludes at
2:50pm.
EARLY DEPARTURES:
If you need to collect your child before the
end of the day, you will need to sign them
out at the office before you collect them
from their classroom. Teachers will be unable
to release your child without a ‘sign out’ slip
from the office.
ABSENCES:
Please notify the school of any absences by a
note, phone call or email to the office. Please
ensure that your child is only absent for an

LAPTOPS AND IPADS:
Laptops and iPads are an important
resource within our classrooms and will
continue to be used regularly to support
the curriculum. They need to be brought to
school fully charged, every day and will be
the responsibility of the student. Students
need to have their own Laptop or iPad.
We also request that you purchase a set of
headphones or earphones for your child (they
do not need to be expensive). During inquiry
investigations, the students often need to
view documentaries and news reports from
sites such as ‘Behind the News’. They also
need to view tutorials or listen to texts when
working on their personal learning goals
or during Numeracy or Literacy rotations.
Thank you! The Laptops and iPads are used
as a learning tool only. The only exception
to this rule is if we have had ongoing wet
weather where class teachers may allow the
students to play school appropriate games.
YEAR 5 TEAM:
Carmen Sacco – Assistant Principal Years
5/6: sac@alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
5A: Keira Avsar - avk@alamandacollege.vic.
edu.au
5B: Alex Romaniw - roa@alamandacollege.
vic.edu.au
5C:
Sue
Vandermeer
vas@
alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
5D: Kristen David - dak@alamandacollege.
vic.edu.au
5E:
Deanna
Kotevski
kod@
alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
5F: Ashlea Henderson - cha@
alamandacollege.vic.edu.au
5G: New teacher to be advised
5H Kate Franco - frk@alamandacollege.vic.
edu.au
5I: Auburn Youla - yoa@alamandacollege.
vic.edu.au
5J: Kate Francis - kaf@alamandacollege.
vic.edu.au

SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Levels 5 and 6 curriculum supports
students
to
develop
knowledge,
understanding and skills to create
opportunities and take action to enhance
their own and others’ health, wellbeing,
safety and physical activity participation.
Students develop skills to manage their
emotions, understand the physical and social
changes that are occurring for them and
examine how the nature of their relationships
changes over time.
The content provides opportunities for
students to contribute to building a positive
school environment that supports healthy,
safe and active choices for everyone.
They also explore a range of factors and
behaviours that can influence health, safety
and wellbeing.
To begin the term, students from grade five
will participate in a 4-week unit on Basketball.
The focus will be on the coordinated
movement required to understand the
basics of the game of Basketball and also
the perception and placement in relation to
things around us.
In the following 4 weeks, students from
grade five will participate in a 4-week unit
on Soft Lacrosse. The focus will be on
the coordinated movement required to
catching a ball using a stick with a basket on
the end, and the timing of the movement.
Understanding the skills and fundamentals
of the field game with slightly different
equipment and rules. Students are required
to understand in trying to pass the ball back
and forth down the field and throw it into
a goal. This unit goes in hand in hand with
the Victorian Curriculum sub-strand of
learning through movement. Students will
participate positively in groups and teams
by encouraging others and negotiating roles
and responsibilities.
We finish the final 2 weeks of term, students
will participate in a Hip/Hop dancing unit.
There will be a strong focus on developing
their fine and gross motor skills in improving
their neurological and anatomical ability to
reach competency in all fundamental motor
skills. Students will participate in range of
different skill acquisition including basic to
complex movements, balance and rhythm
activities. Students will have the opportunity
to approach this unit with an open mind as
they aim to find their identity and social
interaction with their peers and conduct
themselves in a principled manner.

Throughout every PE lesson, students are
encouraged to display the PYP learner
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their own
learning and is respectful to the learning of
others. We encourage all students to be risktakers, inquirers, open-minded, effective
communicators, caring and reflective during
PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum
participation in PE and ask for students to
wear their PE uniform and to bring a drink
bottle to all PE classes. If your child cannot
participate in a PE lesson, then please send
them to their PE teacher with a signed
note outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
ART

During term 2 students will be developing
their visual thinking strategies and as well
as analysing and interpreting a collection
of artworks. They will be investigating the
intentions of the a number of Australian
landscape artist, for example, John Glover,
Frederick McCubbin, Sidney Nolan and
Howard Arkley by analysing characteristics
of the paintings and what did the artists
wanted their audience to see and understand
from their artworks.
Collaboratively we will be discussing
similarities and differences between artworks
observing the way shape, symology and
abstractism is used, how colours are utilised
to express mood, and how the horizon
line affects the audience’s sense of space.
Students will expressed opinions about the
way numerous artists communicate their
viewpoints through their artwork as well
as reflect and improve their own artworks
ability to communicate.
Students will then created their own
artworks with influence from the Sidney
Nolan Ned Kelly Series through a variety of
media including watercolor and acrylic paint
and then move onto designing and making
a felted artwork employing both the wet
felting and dry felting techniques.
The PYP Learner Profile has also been
incorporated into our everyday art room
routines and the students understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the Art
room. The Learner Profile encourages all
children to be inquirers, knowledgeable,
thinkers,
communicators,
principled,
openminded, caring, risk-takers, balanced
and reflective.

LANGUAGE

At Level Five, students use spoken and written
Chinese to initiate and maintain interactions.
They describe and give information about
themselves and their preferences. They
use a range of verbs, including verbs of
identification and existence (是) and some
modal verbs to express interest.
In Term Two of Languages, Grade Six
students will inquire into countries around
the world. Applying their prior knowledge,
students will find out that some of the
countries’ name in Chinese sounds similar
with how we pronounce in English. They
will focus on fourteen countries to practise
naming their Chinese name with the correct
tone, for example, Australia (ào dà lì yà 澳
大利亚), China (zhōng guó 中国), America
(měi guó 美国), New Zealand (xīn xī lán 新
西兰), etc. The sentence pattern wǒ xiǎng
qù… (我想去…) that helps them explaining
which country they would like to visit will be
introduced to them. Students will create a
poster using Pic Collage or PowerPoint to
practise typing Chinese characters as well
as Pinyin via the Chinese Pinyin keyboard.
They will learn how to convert a country’s
name into the nationality in Chinese. Aiming
at improving speaking skills, students will
be encouraged to conduct an interview to
ask their classmates’ nationality. Students
are expected to create a boarding pass,
demonstrating their abilities to write
Chinese characters and Pinyin with correct
tone marks.
Students are encouraged to inquire, think,
communicate, take risks, reflect, and be
open-minded throughout their Chinese
learning. The PYP attitudes of curiosity,
commitment, enthusiasm, and creativity
are rooted in the classroom teaching and
learning activities.
MUSIC

Students in Grades Five and Six will be using
a range of instruments and electronically
generated sounds to create effects. The
elements of music will be unpacked in
detail and they will further develop their
skills in reading music and how expression
is added in sheet music. They will improve
their technical skills through the chance
to improvise, arrange and compose new
material for a certain purpose. They will
increase their musicianship by Performing
new material in bands and refine their
approach through the exploration and
analysis of various genres of music and of

YEAR 5 SPECIALIST SUBJECTS
collaboratively, they will have opportunities
to change their roles, as they develop their
communication skills.
Throughout the many opportunities to
work collaboratively, students will continue
to apply their knowledge of how to use/
stay safe around the different technologies
in the kitchen such as knives, ovens, frying
pans, stove tops, chopping boards, toasters,
and other utensils as the term progresses.
At this level, students can use the
technologies with greater independence.
SCIENCE

different cultures and how certain concepts
and feelings have been communicated
within this repertoire.
Our focus for the year will revolve around
our ability to thrive and how it can be
influenced by human endeavour and
ethical thinking. In particular, we will focus
on certain artists that would be known as
legends in their field and how they began
from humble beginnings and developed
their artistry to be the person they are
today.
We will be using our PYP Learner Profiles to
further our students’ skills as Knowledgeable
with the new information discover in our
lessons as well as reflective through the
song writing process and accepting positive
and constructive criticism to help produce
a composition that the student is proud of.
FOOD TECHNOLOGY

During Food Technology this term, students
in Grade 4 will continue developing their
understanding of safety in the kitchen.
They will commence with knife skills,
continuing to develop their understanding
of the claw and bridge grips, and when to
use which method. Students will constantly
engage in the importance of being hygienic
around food as they practice cleaning up
their work stations and washing their hands.
They will explore flavours from different
parts of the world, as we explore ‘Street
Food’ from different cultures. Students will
also be celebrating the Chinese culture.
In term 1, they will recreate food that is
traditionally prepared during the Chinese
New Year as they welcome in The Year

of the Pig. As students explore different
cuisines they will continue to develop
skills like folding, cutting, mixing and many
more. Additionally, students will learn and
understand basic first aid, for example what
to do if you burn yourself.
Students will inquire into environmental
sustainability, by considering the effects
or impact our food choices have on the
environment. For instance, buying fresh
local fruit and vegetables to reduce the
environmental impact of transporting
imported foods.
Throughout every Food Tech lesson,
students are encouraged to display the
PYP learner profiles and attitudes to ensure
that each student takes responsibility for
their own learning and is respectful to
maintaining the safe and orderly working
environment. We encourage all students
to be risk-takers and open-minded by
trying new or unusual foods, inquirers and
effective communicators by asking lots
of questions, caring and reflective during
Food Tech. However, students also learn
about dietary requirements as they become
more knowledgeable about food allergies
and cultural or religious dietary needs.
Students will have an opportunity to design
their own recipe after several weeks of
exploring tastes from different cultures. In
designing their recipe, students will consider
the environmental impact in their design.
They will use their newly gained knowledge
of the different flavor combinations and
design a recipe. Additionally, students
will have opportunities to explore
different roles/occupations as they work

The Grade 5 science curriculum will allow
students to learn what energy is and where
it comes from. List the many different
forms of energy and explain the difference
between stored energy and energy in
action. Build and experiment with a toy that
has stored potential energy changing into
kinetic energy.
Students will look at the biggest source
of energy - fossil fuels and its advantages
and disadvantages. They will focus on the
impact of these non-renewable energy
sources like coal, oil and natural gas on the
environment. Students will create their own
models representing the effects of mining
and Carbon Dioxide emissions from the
burning of fossil fuels.
From there students will see energy from
a variety of sources and how it can be
used to generate electricity. Also, that
electric circuits enable this energy to be
transferred to another place and then to be
transformed into another form of energy.
Students will recognise the need for a
complete circuit to allow the flow of
electricity and explore circuit features.
Then using this knowledge, they will build
their own simple circuit projects. Students
will experiment with connecting batteries in
series and parallel and observe its effect on
the globes in the circuit. Students will also
investigate different electrical conductors
and insulators and show how moving air
and water can turn turbines to generate
electricity.

