The Hon. Jill Hennessy
Attorney-General
Minister for Workplace Safety

Dear Lynette
I’m please to let you know that
Alamanda K-9 College will be
receiving four brand new double
story relocatable buildings, ready
for the 2020 school year.
These state-of-the-art doublestory buildings will incorporate the
latest innovations to provide
teachers and students with
modern learning environments,
including:
• Double-glazed windows and
improved insulation to reduce
heat loss
• Special wall and ceiling linings
to
reduce
internal
noise
reverberation
• Energy efficient design
• External window shades.
These
buildings
will
be
manufactured
off-site
and
assembled at your school. This
innovative process of building
manufacture and delivery means
that local students will be learning
in these first-class facilities more
quickly.
The VSBA will be contacting you
later next week with respect to
site preparations and delivery of
the relocatables on-site.
I am thrilled for the Alamanda K-9
College community.
Warm regards
Jill

Dear Parents
Term 4 has commenced with excellent news
for our secondary area facilities receiving a
letter of announcement from Jill Hennessy.
The Hon. Jill Hennessy’s letter can be found
in the side bar to my article.
I am currently discussing our primary school
facilities
requests
that
have
been
unsuccessful until just this week. I have
been in conversation with the Victorian
School Board and we may receive relief
towards the end of term 1 2020. Most
certainly we commence our primary classes
with larger than desired numbers. You may
think receiving portable classrooms is a
given, unfortunately this is not the case.
However, our plight seems to have been
recognised and discussions are taking place
in earnest. I need to ask families to be calm
and believe we will be able to take some
pressure off some classes in 2020 but many
classes will be large (27/28). We are all
under unique pressure as one of the 3
largest schools in the state. The existing
facilities schedule does not reflect our needs
but systems work within schedules not
beyond.
In short we have managed against the odds
to maintain high standards and high staff
commitment to our school mission. Our
students are amazing as they maintain
themselves in a very complex timetable and
environment. I am so very proud of every
student as this is a very complex
environment .
I am continuing a conversation with VSBA
and have become more hopeful in these last
days.

I will keep you updated but alas it is too late
to be prepared for 2020 (as I had hoped).
Our student morale and teacher morale runs
high as we are all determined to maintain the
school we love so much .... our size will not
defeat us although at times it can test our
energy and resolve. We will prevail.
In our most testing of times, joy brings relief.
The China exchange is going very well and
what an opportunity. The sailing program
has commenced again this year and has
been well subscribed ... a marvellous
opportunity for our children. Future works
within this program are taking place but I am
not able to disclose this information at this
point in time. (Maybe a Christmas surprise.)
Children start to prepare for the final months
of school and as always excitement is
contagious, and brings renewed energy.
I am sorry I can not tell you our numbers are
decreasing indeed we will most likely be a
school with 2800+ students in 2020 and in
supporting Saltwater I believe we will reach
3000 students. This will need us all to share
our moral purpose and really support each
other ... together we can be extra ordinary
and achieve what no other school has
managed to achieve.

Alamanda College Principal
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IB PYP Key Concepts

Georgia Bell
Leading Teacher

The Preps are well and truly underway with

Students and their teachers are using the

their fourth and final Unit of Inquiry for the

thinking

year. We love seeing curiosities spiking, when

understand the diverse different points of view

we notice that many of the children can

in a certain area, for example predators and

transfer their knowledge about the reasons

their prey operate and think differently on

animals migrate on their journeys to their own

various animal journeys and migrations.

personal

lives/perspectives.

beginning

to

understand

between

the

“Animal

They

the

are

similarities

Kingdom”

and

themselves, a connection which is scientific,
as we as humans are indeed part of the
animal kingdom also. The scientific focus has
driven the Programme of Inquiry for 2019
within ‘The Burrow’.

Term 4
Summer Uniform

The

International

routine

‘circle

of

viewpoints’

to

Our preps enjoy challenging and rigorous
conversations using the lenses of the key
concepts

throughout

their

day

and

we

encourage our families to continue these
discussions at home also. We encourage
students to bring artefacts relating to the Unit
of Inquiry also, making the home/school
connection even stronger.

Baccalaureate

Primary

Years Program (PYP) is driven by eight key

Prep excursion

This term, students will be

concepts which give the Unit of inquiry

required to wear their summer

direction and meaning. The key concepts

At

Alamanda

College,

excursions

and

are

include Form, Function, Perspective, Change,

incursions are linked as closely as possible to

required to wear their school

Connection, Causation, Responsibility and

our current learning. This allows our students

hats outside for snack and

Reflection. For our current Unit of Inquiry in

to make stronger connections to their Unit of

lunch time. Please ensure that

Prep

experiences

Inquiry and provoke conversations outside the

all hats are clearly labelled, as

challenge our understanding and perspective’,

classroom. As part of our Unit of Inquiry ‘Life’s

hats

we are using the following Key Concepts as

journeys

lenses

understanding and perspective’, the Prep

uniform.

All

are

students

quite

easily

misplaced. For boys, summer
uniform

consists

of

‘Life’s

to

journeys

and

challenge

our

thinking:

Seed shorts, navy blue school

experiences

challenge

our

children will be going on a journey to the IMAX

blue

button up shirt, navy blue One

and

Perspective - what are the points of view?

cinema where the students will be watching a
documentary which explores the journey of

socks and black school shoes.

Connection- how is it connected to other

Bunji, the green sea turtle. We will then be

For girls, summer uniform also

things? (how are animal journeys similar to

continuing this exciting journey to the Carlton

includes

some human journeys?)

Gardens for Subway at the park (which is

navy blue

school

socks and black school shoes.
Girls have the option to wear

Change- how is it changing?

included in the price). We will then be returning
back to school for end of day dismissal. If you

the school dress or the One

Causation- Why is it like it is? (why do

have any questions, please do not hesitate to

Seed skort/shorts with the

animals/humans go on journeys?)

chat to myself or your child’s classroom
teacher.

blue button up shirt. We do
have a lost property bucket

For example, students within Prep A, B and C

outside Prep D’s classroom

investigated the changing colours of flamingos

plus the area within the great

using the key concept of ‘causation’ to discuss

space.

any

why Lesser Flamingos are born grey and

questions, please contact your

change to a vibrant pink over time after

child’s classroom teacher.

watching various David Attenborough and

If

you

have

National Geographic clips. The preps are also
using various thinking routines to develop
their understanding of ‘perspective’.

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au

Georgia Bell
Leading Teacher
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YEAR PREP

We have made a very exciting start to our
learning in Prep this term!

Mitchell from Prep E wrote

The students have begun to inquire into our
new central idea ‘Life’s journeys and
experiences challenge our understanding and
perspective’ with enthusiasm and curiosity.
Prep D, E & F began investigating the
migration journey of the Christmas Island Red
Crab.

‘When I was a baby I could
not swim. Now I can’.

Sophie

(Prep

E)

wrote

‘When I was a baby I could
not talk and stand. I could
not swim because I was
one.

I

could

not

sleep

without my teddy. Now I am
six years old I can stand and
swim because I am a big girl
now’.

After researching their migration journey and
exploring this through Google Earth, they
began connecting the journey of red crabs to
other animals and considering the different
reasons for migration. Working in groups,
students began to consider the timeline of the
journey that some animals undertake and to
recognise the changes they go through.

Issue 15 : 18th October 2019

Preps planning and preparation in the
creation of their world map

As a group they began to construct a world
map to visibly show the journey path of
different animals migrating.
Excitingly we notice that many of the children
can transfer their knowledge about the
reasons animals migrate (journey) to their
own circumstances, or indeed relate their
relationships as similar to those of the
animals. An intended outcome of this inquiry
is that our 5 & 6 year olds see the similarities
between the “Animal Kingdom” and of course,
humans are indeed part of the Animal
Kingdom—perhaps for prep year this scientific
classification is as far as we need to go.
There are 7 major levels of classification:
Kingdom—Phylum, Class Order, Family,
Genus and Species. The two main kingdoms
are plants and animals.
And so our preps have indeed embarked on
their scientific (biology) inquiry over the 2019
academic study year.

In the classroom students have begun to note
changes in their own personal growth from
when they were babies. Mitchell from Prep E
wrote ‘When I was a baby I could not swim.
Now I can’. Sophie (Prep E) wrote ‘When I was
a baby I could not talk and stand. I could not
swim because I was one. I could not sleep
without my teddy. Now I am six years old I can
stand and swim because I am a big girl now’.

As a group Preps constructed a world map to visibly show the journey path of different animals migrating.
Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Plans for Term 4:
Since the start of this new term we have
welcomed new students to the primary
classes at Alamanda College. Welcome to all
our new students and their families.

Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal

Attendance and
those leaving before
end of term
As a courtesy please notify
your child’s teacher if your
family will be leaving for family
holidays before the end of the
school year. This will help
your child’s teacher collate all
necessary
information
in
preparation for end of year
reporting and preparation for
2020.
As teachers prepare to write
student reports, we are
noticing that attendance is a
problem for some children. If
you are having a particular
problem getting your child to
school on time please contact
your child’s class teacher, the
attendance officer or your
child’s Assistant Principal, as
we may be able to offer some
strategies to help.
The leaflet called “Every
Minute Counts,” reminds us of
the importance of being on
time and attending school
daily – “Did you know your
child’s best learning time is
the start of the school day?
That’s when every minute
counts the most!” Rarely do
we take the time to complete
the following calculations ….

During the term break the teachers extended
their plans for term 4, adding Year 1 extended
day that we call ‘Stay and Play’, “Jump Rope
for Heart’, report writing, end of year
celebrations and student/parent interviews to
the curriculum plans. The calendar is very full
with Year 1 classes taking the opportunity to
visit our local supermarket to enhance their
understanding of their current Unit of Inquiry,
‘How we organise ourselves’, with the Central
Idea, ‘People Work Together to Produce and
Process the Foods We Eat’. The Year 2
classes will be visiting the Melbourne Museum
to participate in the program: ‘Daily Life’. The
students will learn how daily life has changed
for Indigenous People and their families. This
excursion links with our fifth Unit of Inquiry
under the transdisciplinary theme, ‘Where we
are in place and time’ will involve our students
inquiring into ‘Indigenous People have a
significant and enduring culture.’
This also reminds me to thank the parents
who have volunteered to assist with the
excursions. Due to Department guidelines, the
requirements of the venues we visit and ‘risk
management analysis’, it is vital that we
increase the adult to student ratio when
participating in events outside of the school.
We also appreciate that the volunteering
parents have obtained and provided evidence
of their ‘working with student check’ in order to
meet our school’s requirement for ‘Child Safe’
practice. Teacher’s will be adding items to
‘Schoolbox’, once launched, to provide you
with information regarding class activities.
Curriculum Planning:

Curriculum days held across the school year.
The teachers choose an aspect of the school’s
annual implementation plan as a focus for their
professional learning. The Year 1 and 2 teams
this term will focus upon analysing our
students’ literacy and numeracy data and
establishing whole class and individual
student’s learning goals to extend and
consolidate learning for term 4.
As Term 4 commenced on Monday October 7,
this is a reminder that students are to wear
summer uniform during this term and hats are
required to be worn for outside play, in the
interest of being “Sun Smart.” Please name
jackets, jumpers and cardigans as this is the
term when the days start cool and students
tend to discard these layers of clothing
throughout the day. Named clothing items are
usually able to be returned. Currently we have
a tub of jackets that are un-named and unable
to be returned to the rightful owner. We
recognise that school uniforms are an
expensive outlay and find it hard to believe that
items of clothing are still being found unnamed.
Looking forward to:
The students and teachers consolidating and
extending the students’ learning this term. The
teachers’ professional practice days providing
an opportunity to reflect on your child’s learning
and the teachers’ best practice. I am especially
looking forward to hearing the students’
responses to the special events that have been
planned to enhance the current Units of
Inquiry.
Curriculum Overviews for the sixth Unit of
Inquiry should be distributed to all students
shortly. The Term 4 Curriculum Overview
includes dates to place on your calendar as the
year draws to a close.
Dare to be Wise

Teachers in Year 1 and 2 will be participating
in ‘Professional Practice Days’ during the next
weeks. The Professional Practice days (one
each term) are a Department of Education
initiative. These days are in addition to the

Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal, Years 1 and 2.

If she/he is only
missing

That equals…

Which is…

Over 13 years of
schooling that’s….

10 minutes per day

50 minutes per week

Nearly 1.5 weeks per year

Nearly half a year

20 minutes per day

1 hour 40 minutes per week

Nearly 2.5 weeks per year

Nearly 1 year

Half an hour per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1 & 1/2 years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Nearly 2 & 1/2 years

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au
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YEAR ONE

LANGUAGE

St. Johns Ambulance

Procedural Texts

Year One students had a visit from St John
Ambulance. The presenters taught the year 1
students all about First Aid and what we need
to do in an Emergency. All students discussed
what to do in a dangerous situation and how to
make an emergency phone call to '000'.
Students participated in a role play where they
had to make sure their partner was ok. They
were also encouraged to follow the Dr. SABCD
application to learn more about First Aid.

While developing an understanding of our
Central Idea: ‘People work together to
produce and process the foods we eat’
students have been revisiting Procedural
Writing, while composing a Procedural Text
explaining how to plant seeds. Students have
been planting the Woolworths Discovery
Garden Seedlings, ensuring they are following
the steps to plant their seedlings.

Tegan Rattenbury
Leading Teacher

Year 1 Woolworths excursion
1N—Monday 21st October
1A—Tuesday 22nd October
1G— Thursday 24th October
th

1C— Friday 25 October
1M—Monday 28th October
1F— Tuesday 29th October
1I— Thursday 31st October
st

1L—Friday 1 November
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Explanation Texts
Students have been researching their
favourite foods and beginning to write
explanation texts. Students have been
learning about the growing conditions such as
when it is the best time and best location to
grow fruit in Victoria. Students have been
curious when learning about food in their
lunchbox that contain ingredients, such as
wheat and corn
.
NUMERACY
Location
The Year 1 students have begun to explore
giving and following simple directions of
familiar areas in numeracy. Students have
begun to learn directional language such as,
up, down, forward, towards and under etc.
Year 1 students will begin to plan and create
their own farms using grid paper. Students will
use coordinates to plan a route and travel
across their farm to collect different fruits and
vegetables. Students will begin to map their
walk to Woolworths which will include
directional language.

St Johns Ambulance demonstrating to Year
One students what to do in an emergency

Money
Students have begun to recognise, describe
and order the Australian currency according to
their value. Students have taken part in cut
and paste activities, looking through shopping
magazines, and learning the value of different
items. They will continue to develop their
understanding of how to calculate the total
value when adding two prices together, and
the change they will receive.

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au

Woolworths Excursion
The Year One’s are developing their
understanding of the current Unit of Inquiry,
which explores the Central Idea, ‘People work
together to produce and process the foods we
eat.’ As part of this Unit of Inquiry, the Year
One students will be going on an excursion to
Woolworths, Featherbrook.
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YEAR TWO

Welcome back to Term Four, we have
certainly got a busy term ahead of us. We are
all eagerly waiting for the excursion to the
Melbourne

Museum,

which

will

happen

between 28/10/19 and the 01/11/19, please
note we have been advised by the Museum
that we need arrive earlier than first thought
so the departing time from school will be 8.50
am. We are still in need of parent helpers, so
if you have a Working with Children’s Check
could you please speak to your child’s teacher
if you are able to assist on any of the days.

Ellin Tideswell
Leading Teacher

Year 2 Melbourne Museum
Excursion
2I, 2J, 2E, 2N—Mon 28th October

Children demonstrating reflection,
translation and rotation using their bodies

2C, 2F, 2B, 2G—Wed 30th October
2D, 2K, 2A, 2G—Thurs 31st
October
2M, 2H, 2L, 2N—Fri 1st November

We are nearing the conclusion of our fifth Unit
of Inquiry and the children are enchanted by
the ‘dreamtime stories’ they have been
reading, and all the different Indigenous
artwork

they

have

been

analysing.

In

mathematics we have been investigating
‘Transformation’ and we have included some
photos

of

the

children

demonstrating

reflection, translation and rotation using their
bodies. They were committed to their learning
and

extremely

creative

when

making

decisions about the best way to photograph
themselves. Some of the children were very
courageous and even tried using panoramic
photography.

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Welcome back to Term 4! The year has flown

Sailing

by and we look forward to our end of year

Our little tackers in Year 4 have been taking

celebrations. But, we have a lot of exciting

part in our Sailing Australia Tackers 1 and 2

learning opportunities to enjoy before then, so

programme in Wyndham Harbour.

let’s keep our hats on for a big 10 weeks!

students are learning basic skills like finding

The

their feet on a wobbly boat, as well as basic
boating directionality and safety skills.

Current Units of Inquiry
Our Year Three students have been busy
inquiring into their personal, physical, mental

Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal

social

and

spiritual

health

under

weather!)

over

the

next

5

weeks.

the

transdisciplinary theme of ‘Who We Are’. Last

Hannah Newton

week, students enjoyed a unique learning

Assistant Principal, Years 3 and 4

experience at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
connecting health and wellbeing with time
spent in natural environments.

Hats and Play
It’s great to see all our Year 3
and 4 students taking responsibility outdoors, and wearing
their hats outside. We have
been doing spot checks to
encourage children to remember how to be SunSmart. Of
course, remembering their
hats also means they don’t
have to hide out in the shade,
and can enjoy some of our
new line markings, like Hopscotch and downball.

They learnt

how nature can help to reduce anger, fear,
anxiety and stress and increase pleasant
feelings.

They enjoyed some mindfulness

exercises in the gardens including making
mandala’s and pot pourri.
Our Year Four students have had a similarly
exciting start to the term, attending an
excursion at Scienceworks to extend their
investigations around Climate Change, its
impact on weather patterns and the solutions
and

developments

humans

are

creating

moving forward. The students and teachers
had a great time exploring the museum as
well as taking part in their workshop ‘Our
Living Climate’ in the Planetarium.

Upcoming Excursions and Incursions
As our new units of inquiry begin, we look
forward to more incursions for the students to
connect their learning to the real world. Year
3 will have the Responsible Pet Ownership
programme, with a visiting dog to demonstrate
how to approach animals safely and interact
with them respectfully.

Year 4 will visit

Woolworth Supermarket, as well as explore
financial literacy with the Commonwealth
Bank. This will form part of their inquiry on
marketplaces,

supply

consumer choices.

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au

and

demand

and

We

wish them all the best (and hope for fine

Year 4 students enjoying Alamanda
College’s Sailing Australia Tackers 1 and 2
program in Wyndham Harbour
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YEAR THREE

This week the Year 3 students have been off

We made our way along another path to one of

investigating the Royal Botanic Gardens in

the many gazebos in the garden where we

Melbourne and how wellbeing and nature are

used rose petals and lavender to make little

connected.

be

potpourri bags to take home. For the rest of

congratulated on their behaviour during the

day you could see students reaching into their

excursion and the amazing questions they

pockets, puling out the little potpourri pouches

asked, connections they made and curiosity

and sniffing them. We then explored the Herb

they demonstrated.

Garden and learnt how plants have many

The

students

are

to

benefits.

Little signs told us how the plants

could be used, and many had multiple uses.
Some could be eaten while others were
poisonous. Some could be used as medicine,
an insect repellent or as a dye while others just

Suzi Koneski
Acting Leading
Teacher

smelling them had positive benefits such as the
calming effect of the lavender we had used in
our potpourri.
Students enjoyed rolling down the hill, luckily
all stopping before the lake.

This was to

remind us that we need to make time in our
busy day for fun. We walked past the oldest
tree in the gardens, a Rive Red Gum which
Royal Botanical Gardens—enjoying the
fresh air and sunshine

they believe is between 300-400 years old and
looked at indigenous plants surrounding it

We began excursion with a very brief history
of

the

gardens

and

acknowledging

the

traditional owners of the land, the Wurundjeri
and Boon Wurrung people, before heading off
down the path stopping the ‘bottom tree’.
Giggles could be heard as we approached the
tree and we learnt about the importance of
laughter and how it releases chemical in our
Royal Botanic Gardens—the
bottom tree

brain that makes us feel good and how just
being in nature has a calming effect on our

before moving onto our last activity of the day.
Sitting in one of many little lawn areas we
learnt how create a Mandala using items that
had been gathered from around the garden
such as leaves, twigs, seed pods and petals.
We quietly spent time focusing on making
beautiful patterns out of these natural items
and then leaving behind for others to admire,
add to or rearrange or for the birds to collect
bits

and

pieces

for

their

nest.

bodies and mind.
We continued through the gardens and were
challenged to use our senses as we walked
silently through the Fern Gully rainforest.
Students noticed the different shades of green
and colours in the plants, as well as the
shapes of plants and leaves, the different
materials that made the path and a silver
hanging chair hidden in the trees. We could
hear

birds

chirping,

water

running,

our

Royal Botanic Gardens— rolling down the
hill

footsteps on the path and the wind in the
trees. It felt cooler under the canopy and a
gentle breeze brushed across our skin. We

The Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne are

could also feel the different textures of the

free and are open every day of the year until

plants; some were hard and rough others

sunset so why not pack a picnic lunch and

were soft and feathery. The air smelt clean

enjoy sometime in nature with friends and

and fresh.

family.

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au
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YEAR FOUR

Over the past five weeks Year 4 students
have been exploring the idea that the climate
is changing and has been changing since the
beginning of time. They have been reading
data and descriptions about global warming,
climate change and weather patterns and
have begun to make connections between the
recent changes in climate and developments
in the human world.
This week the Year 4s went to Scienceworks,
allowing

students

to

further

their

understanding that ‘Global warming leads to

Jaymee Stigwood
Leading Teacher

disastrous

changes

in

weather

patterns’

through visiting the Planetarium and viewing
‘Our Living Climate’. They developed a
deeper understanding of how the climate has
changed over time, with the seasons and how
life has evolved throughout Earth’s history.

Curriculum Day:

They also became more knowledgeable about

Monday 4th November 2019

Earth’s place in the solar system and how our

Scienceworks—’Global Warming leads to
disastrous changes in weather patterns’

and shared their prior knowledge confidently
with their fellow students and the staff at
Scienceworks. They were principled and were
always very aware of their surroundings,
showing respect to the public and the other
schools visiting Scienceworks. We were very
proud of them.
Here are some student reflections::

unique planet allowed our fragile climate to
Melbourne Cup:
Tuesday 5th November 2019

first evolve and how it has transformed over

Samaira 4G ‘I really enjoyed watching the movie at

time. It was thought-provoking and further

the planetarium because it helped me to under-

sparked our curiosity about the world we live

stand the effects of the climate change’

in. Students have returned to school with new
Student led Conferences:

ideas and understandings and some are using

Sanuk 4G ‘The lightning show was really awe-

Monday 9th December-

this to help guide their personal inquiries.

some! I can’t believe I saw lightning in front of me’

Tuesday 10th November
2019
Wednesday 11th December

The students were also lucky enough to then
have

time

to

explore

other

areas

of

2019

Christmas Carols:
TTA Monday 16th December
TTB Tuesday 17th December
TTC Wednesday 18th De-

Year 4—Scienceworks

cember
Year 4—Scienceworks
Transition Day:
Thursday 19th December
2019

Scienceworks. They explored energy and
electricity in the Lightning Room, the planets
and stars in the Planetarium, the human body
in the Sportsworks area and how technology
might shape our future in the Think Ahead
galleries. Students were so knowledgeable

Tel: (03) 8376 5200 Email: alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal

Gracie, Harry, Tanisha, Aikya
and Vinayak from Year six and
Ms Spies are fortunate to have
been accepted into the exchange
program and are currently on their
way to China.

Year 6 assembly
Tuesday 8:40-9:40 (held in
the Theatre)
Year 5 Assembly
Timetable A- Wednesday 8:40
-9:40
Year 5 Assembly
Timetable B- Thursday 8:409:40

I would like to express a warm and friendly
welcome to all our new families that have
started at Alamanda K-9 College recently. I
wish you all the very best as you begin your
learning journey with us.

Line of inquiry into how vision works
FUNCTION
- Visual perception- optical illusion,
- Eye, vision-20/20 vision.
- Role of the brain

The Year five Students are studyingbeginning
their fifth Unit of Inquiry for 2018, exploring the
Transdisciplinary Theme, ‘How The world
works’, through the Central Idea ‘Light and
vision determines the way we see the world.’

Line of inquiry into how light
changes? CHANGE
- Refraction through plastic/liquid, mirrors,
- How light can change the way you see things

The VPA China Student Exchange Program
The VPA China Student Exchange Program
offers Year 5 and 6 students the experience to
get to know China’s remarkable education
system and the fascinating culture of the
world’s most populous country.
This year staff and students from Alamanda
College, are travelling to China and during the
14-day exchange program will attend Jinling
Primary School, participating in classroom
and cultural activities. They will also visit
amazing sight-seeing locations in Nanjing and
Shanghai.
Gracie, Harry, Tanisha, Aikya and Vinayak
from Year six and Ms Spies are fortunate to
have been accepted into the exchange
program and are currently on their way to
China. This is certainly a valuable learning
experience. Congratulations and we wish
them well and the very best that this trip can
offer. Happy and safe travels.
YEAR 5 UNIT OF INQUIRY
Transdisciplinary Theme: How the World
Works
An inquiry into the natural world and its
laws, the interaction between the natural
world (physical and biological) and human
societies; how humans use their
understanding of scientific principles; the
impact of scientific and technological
advances on society and on the environment.

Year 5 Assembly
Timetable C- Friday 8:40-9:40

Our Central Idea: Light and
determines the way we see the world.’

Assemblies are a great opportunity for students, teachers
and parents to come together
to celebrate student learning
and action driven by students
through the Unit of Inquiry. I
look forward to seeing you at
one of the assemblies.

Line of inquiry into the properties of
light -(how light can be measured?) FORM
- Electromagnetic spectrum
- Speed - how light can be measured?
- Reflection - concave, convex, mirrors,
rotation, reflections.
- Colour - Rainbows , mirrors, illusions,
shadows, optical illusions.
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vision

Key Concepts:
- Form: (What is it like?)
- Perspective: (What are the points ofview?
- Change: (How is it changing?)
YEAR 6 UNIT OF INQUIRY
Transdisciplinary Theme: Sharing the
Planet
Our Central Idea:
Our ability to thrive may rely on ethical
economic decisions.
Learner Profile Attributes:
Open Minded, Principled
Key Concepts:
- Function - How does it work?
- Causation - Why is it like it is?
- Responsibility - Who is responsible?
Lines of Inquiry:
- An inquiry into the ethical use of resources
- An inquiry into the decisions of consumers
and businesses
- An inquiry into the relationship between
economics and the environment

Term Four Uniform
Term Four requires students to be in full,
summer uniform. The summer uniform consists
of the summer dress, shorts, shirt, cardigan,
jumper navy socks and black school shoes.
Sport uniform is to be worn on PE days and /or
on Fridays. Term Four also requires students
to wear the school Sunsmart hat, in line with
the school’s Sunsmart Policy. Students will be
required to wear their school hat for recess,
lunch, PE and all outdoor activities.
Partners in education
Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal Years 5 & 6
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YEAR FIVE

Kate Franco
Learning Specialist

At the Year 5 NGV excursion
students explored the Terracotta
Warrior historical clay sculptures

It has been a busy first week back for the
Year Five students and teachers with the
students building on their knowledge of light
and vision, and attending a LOTE excursion at
the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV). The
students began their provocations about light
and vision last term, to steer our pathway of
inquiry this term. 5I began the unit by creating
a human sun dial to compare the different
sizes and direction of shadows that light
makes during different times of the day. The
aim of this activity was to get students to act
as scientists and think about how to conduct a
fair test, in order to receive accurate results
about the formation of shadows. The Year
Fives students have also been researching
into, and explaining, how vision works by
communicating a labelled cross-section of an
eye. They learnt that the pupil becomes
bigger to let more light in and smaller to
protect the light sensitive area of the eye
called the retina. Prithvi commented on this
action as being “just like a camera”. The
students also researched and discussed how
the brain enables vision and were fascinated
to discover how quickly our brain translates
the upside-down image of an object that the
eye sees, to a clear upright image of an
object.
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At the NGV, the students explored
the
Terracotta Warrior historical clay sculptures
and
Cai
Guo-Qiang’s
gunpowder
masterpieces. When the time came to watch a
presentation about this artwork, they were well
versed on the cultural significance of the two
thousand reassembled statues and were able
to answer almost all questions that our

presenter posed to them. Our host also
commented on how impressed she was about
how many hands were raised. Nevertheless,
the Year Five students had much information
to digest and gasped in amazement to learn
that each one of Cai Guo-Qiang’s gunpowder

The students also researched and
discussed how the brain enables vision

decorated porcelain birds cost ten thousand
dollars each.
As the first week back comes to an end, the
Year Five students have been practising their
skipping skills including the ‘criss cross’ for the
upcoming Jump Rope for Heart program,
raising funds for heart disease. They are also
in the midst of putting the last finishing touches
on their book that was created on book day,
ready for presentation at assembly next week.
The students and teachers are looking forward
to more eventful weeks to come. Well done on
your efforts everyone!
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YEAR SIX

The Year Six students have made an

the 2019 VPA China Student Exchange. This

excellent start to Term Four. The students

exclusive opportunity has been made possible

have entered the classroom with excitement

by the VPA, in partnership with Jiangsu

and enthusiasm as they move into their new

Educational

Unit of Inquiry.

Exchange (JESIE).

Students have begun inquiring into the
Transdisciplinary

Theme

of

‘Sharing

the

Planet’.

Patrick Nelson
Acting Leading
Teacher

for

International

Students are incredibly

excited to be traveling to our sister-school
Jinling Primary School, located in Nanjing,
China. Our travellers are most excited to travel
to the Shanghai Zoo, ride the bullet train and

Within the central idea, ‘Our ability to thrive

the opportunity to attend Jinling Primary

may rely on ethical economic decisions,

School. We look forward to hearing about all

students have begun inquiring into ethical

the wonderful stories.

decisions that may be made when it comes to
the production, distribution and consumption
of good and services. We have also looked
into finite and infinite resources and the
impact of using these resources on our
environment.

Curriculum Day:

Services

It’s important to remember that now we have
arrived in Term Four, we are now moving into
the warmer weather and we need to wear our
summer school uniform. Summer uniform
includes the summer dress, shorts, shirt,
cardigan/jumper, navy socks, black school

Students have made a great start to the unit

shoes and most importantly our Alamanda

of inquiry through provocations which have

bucket hats. Students need to make sure that

created

have

they are wearing hats during recess, lunch and

Melbourne Cup:

produced some fantastic wonderings to lead

during sport sessions. In addition to school

Tuesday 5th November 2019

our inquiry. Students passionately had a

hats, we encourage students to be SunSmart

debate on ‘how much money different types

by apply sunscreen before school and have a

of workers should receive’ and were shocked

small spare tub in their school bag to reapply

Monday 9 December-

at the rates that were given in some real-life

as necessary.

Tuesday 10th November 2019

situations during the ‘Banana Split’ activity.

Wednesday 11th December 2019

On the 17th of October 5 lucky students

th

Monday 4 November 2019

Student led Conferences:
th

in-depth

discussions

and

travelled to Shanghai and Nanjing China for
Christmas Carols:
TTA Monday 16th December
TTB Tuesday 17th December
TTC Wednesday 18th December

Transition Day:
Thursday 19th December 2019

Last Day of Term Four:
th

Thursday 19 December 2019

Students travelling to Shanghai and
Nanjing China for the 2019 VPA China
Student Exchange
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Breannan Beattie
on behalf of the Year 6 team

