Dear Parents & Carers

Dear Parents
Please call the Office to let
us know if your child/ren
will not be returning to
Alamanda College in 2020.
We
are
very
much
oversubscribed and while
our community confidence
is very much appreciated, it
is fair to say we will have
large class sizes in 2020.
If you know you are
planning
to
leave
Alamanda College, please
inform the Office as this
helps us to prepare for our
2020 school year.
With appreciation
Lyn

Happy December ... and may we all enjoy and
survive the rush to Christmas. Of course we
will all be so very organised and fully prepared
by the end of the school year, maybe we will
even coast into the week before Christmas ...
fingers crossed.
The children are excitedly preparing their final
portfolio presentations and taking a moment to
reflect on their personal learning growth.
Theoretically the children would achieve 6
months learning growth in the 6 months since
their last report was presented. This is basic
development, I would expect most of the
children would have many more months of
personal learning growth. This is your point of
inquiry as you read the children’s reports.. and
I encourage you to be very enthusiastic about
your child’s learning story. It may vary from
year to year but every year is your child’s
personal growth story, their highs and their
challenges. As a parent you can help your
children understand that learning and study is
at times personally challenging, every year
may not be their favourite but if you persist
you will in the future find joy and success.
Our children as so very fortunate they have
wonderful families who adore them and want
to give them more than they had themselves.
While this is wonderful and really the
experience of children in the world of 2020 it
creates a false sense of reality, a false sense
of success and at times an inability to cope
with disappointment. This is your challenge to
help your children become happy, healthy and
resilient young people. It is hard to believe that

having a wonderful life can present another
set of challenges. Life can be complex.
Finally I am introducing the Government’s
new mobile phone policy.
This policy has been introduced because the
systematic over use of digital technology and
in particular social media had been attributed
to an increase in general anxiety and
depression in young people.
Having been part of the rise and fall of the use
of phones in our school, I agree with the
intention of this policy. In fact, we introduced
a policy two years ago that is very similar.
When we changed our policy I spoke to the
tweens about the issues they were living
through, enacted and highlighted through
social media and while the children love their
phones our tweens agreed and 90% of them
followed the policy plan because they
understood it was in their best interest to not
be emotionally crippled or distracted by the
phone all day every day.
Please take the time to read the policy which
you will find at the end of the newsletter.
I am very happy to chat to any parent about
the hidden issues for children of over reliance
on their phone.
Finally enjoy the last weeks of 2019, laugh
every day and look forward as the best is yet
to come.

Alamanda College Principal

