Senior-Primary School Newsletter—Term 4—2020

Dear Parents and Families

children settling back into their local peer

This week has been full of mixed emotions.
We are all back together Prep to Year 9 and
that is a plus for everyone. Children and
teachers need to be at school, routines are
important for our health and well being.
School is a routine …. a routine for parents
and children and for staff. In broad general
terms the focus on catch up learning has been
heard through local news. In a broad answer
to this general news conversation, catch up is
not really the major concerns at ALAMANDA.
We will of course attend to the learning

STAY SAFE
KEEP THE CHILDREN AT HOME IF
POSSIBLE.

SO I CAN KEEP ADULTS AT HOME.

priorities of all our students and we are
carefully

watching

and

responding

by

providing any extra support needed. This
strategy is of course the core work of schools.
At this time, our greatest challenge is the

group, renewing friendships and settling back
into our school community which is tipping
3000. We have sought to ease the children
back into all these groups by holding House
events, sports days, daily walking and talking
while out and about on community walks. All
of these activities are designed to help the
children re-assign themselves to being part of
many communities.

For the most part, the

children are responding very well and each
day we carefully watch the children to assess
how their friendships are tracking and the
individual children’s anxieties. Parents need
to know that returning to school was never
going to be easy for all the children. Blaming
the other children, pointing to the inadequacy
of the school isn’t really addressing the issue,
put simply it is mostly about trauma induced

KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE.
WE CAN BEAT THIS TOGETHER

ALAMANDA COMMUNITY
FIGHTING THE VIRUS DOWN

Sun Smart Term 4

TOGETHER.

... bring your bucket hat ...

Alamanda celebrating Victoria’s release from harsh lockdown …. and all our students being back together

by the pandemic, fostered by relentless news, overwhelming

means adjustments. I will keep families informed. This has just

fear and beliefs. Yes we all needed to hear the Covid news but

become obvious to me this week, running 5 timetables is already

the children heard all this as well. It is relentless for the adults,

a major challenge, so the next solution must be thought through

the children are overwhelmed too.

creatively.

We all need to support each other as we help the children

Add this to our set of challenges, we must take on the

adjust. When we chat to the children, the points the children

overcrowding challenge for our children.

highlight are friendships and the ensuing disagreements etc etc.
These are normal parts of life and learning to socialise and
adapt, but the underlying issues are from the impact of the
pandemic.
I request that parents understand that returning to school does
not mean we are back to pre covid days, we are far from this,

In Conclusion
I am including lots of student activity photos to share with
families. The work has been impressive and the children have
responded with joy.

although our focus is on helping the children feel as confident

I do hope you and your family have been able to enjoy this first

and happy as possible.

weekend of relaxed restrictions. Remember the disease is still

It is also apparent that the extra children in the yard in 2020 is an
issue. The children have less space to play, they have less ball
game spaces due to the extra buildings.
I will need to address this issue for 2021 as it is not reasonable
for our children to have conditions that stop them enjoying
playing breaks.
Of course, reduced enrolments would be ideal but with Life
Estate behind the school, families staying enrolled, even though
they have moved out of our area, it is unlikely that reduced

with us, be cautious and careful. We are so fortunate to be in
this Country and in Victoria. Let us continue to win despite the
challenges of this virus. Together we can.
Again, a sincere thank you to every family for following our
routines and I am so apologetic because you must know, I like
our families to feel very welcome and this is tough keeping
parents off site.
Together we have fought back this virus, time to rejoice.
Kindest regards

enrolments will eventuate. Given all families in the school are
entitled to be at ALAMANDA we need to look to other options to
manage our numbers on site, in particular at play breaks.
I will explore the best options with staff, of course these will
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Lyn on behalf of all Leaders and Teachers

Prep Mini School
We hope that our families are well
rested over the long weekend and
made time to enjoy the sunshine. As
we near the middle of Term 4, our
Georgia Bell
Preps have settled in nicely and are
Acting Assistant Principal
thriving with routines and being back
onsite. A kind reminder, that Prep students are welcomed
through the gate on Prudence Parade from 8:30am onwards.
The gate is supervised from this time only, so please take this
into consideration each morning as we want to ensure the
smoothest start to the day. We would like to thank our families

Sun Hats
As we are in Term 4, all students must be wearing their
Alamanda School hats at recess and at lunch time. If classes
also are going on walks around the school, students will be
required to wear their hats as being Sun Smart is a priority. We
often have brand new hats go missing, which are not clearly
labelled with a name and a class, which makes it very hard to
find the missing owner in a school that is so large! Please ensure
uniform and water bottles etc. are also labelled so we can find
rightful owners when necessary.

who have respected the staggered start times, which have
ensured a steady flow of students into the school and social
distancing.

Special Events - Tug Of War & Sports Fun Days
The Alamanda Preps have been involved in various activities
over the past couple of weeks, ensuring we are getting plenty of

Assemblies and awards

fresh air and having various opportunities to socialise and

The Prep students within their learning pod have started to
reengage with assemblies. At Alamanda College our assemblies
are purposeful - not just for the sake of meeting. These
assemblies strengthen our connections as a community, with
shared

messages

from

classroom

teachers

while

also

celebrating achievements through awards. Awards are not just
for academic achievement, they can be from a student's
approach to learning or demonstrating attributes of the Learner
Profile (caring, knowledgeable, risk-taker, inquirer etc). We look
forward to our upcoming assemblies within our Prep community!

engage with other Prep students. Last week, our Prep students
were invited to their very own Sports Fun Day - organised by our
Physical Education team. A very special mention goes to our
Year 6 leaders who ran each of the sporting stations. They
approached their responsibilities with pride and enthusiasm,
followed by clear directions and lots of motivation for our Prep
students. It was wonderful to see so many smiles and laughs as
students competed in tunnel ball, egg and spoon races, pass the
noodle, hurdles and the 100 metre sprint to name a few! We
hope you have enjoyed the photos attached.

Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal - on behalf of the Prep Team
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Preps Tug Of War & Sports
Fun Days
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Years One & Two Mini School

Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal

Dear Families

Settling Back Into School

The children and teachers are settling
back into new covid-19 routines with lots
of hand washing and hand sanitiser! The
first weeks back at school with the DET
guidelines of a staggered entry and exit
have both helped and hindered our
normal

classroom

routines.

We

do

appreciate how all families are coping
with the shorter school hours for the
children. The shorter school day for the
children have certainly helped with the
return, as being part of a large class

ropes to our play equipment to encourage our children to be

grouping has been a little overwhelming for many.

active outside in the playground. As the weather changes we

The children are regaining stamina with their learning and

must insist on all children wearing hats outside to ensure we are

concentration and the week is being broken with exercise and

being SunSmart.

special events. Hopefully the walks and extra exercise is making
the children ready for early bedtime which is also vital for their
health and wellbeing. Re-connecting with friends is being

We have added some photos of the children enjoying their Sports
Fun Day and Tug of War.

supported through co-operative games and tasks within each
classroom. The children are being reminded how to make and
follow rules when playing games as some have forgotten during
remote learning. Community circles are being used by the
teachers

to

discuss

play

behaviour,

friendships

and

expectations. We have added hoops, beanbags and skipping
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Helen Welsh

Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2 Mini-School

Years 1 & 2 Sports Day
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Years Three & Four Mini School
We have had a fabulous return to
school in Grade 3/4 with children
settling back into their classrooms
and school life with enthusiasm and
Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal

resilience. I have loved seeing heaps
of collaborative group work, and lots

of physical activity, to support our children to build their stamina
and social connections after a long period at home. Some of our
grade three classes completed the Marble Olympics, a wonderful
way for children to problem solve and collaborate together in a
fun environment.
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Our daily walks have been a fantastic opportunity for the children
to chat and reconnect in a relaxed setting. With of course, the
added benefit of daily exercise and the development of stamina!
The Sports Fun Day was another opportunity for the children to
have a blast, and be active. The PE team did a fantastic job of
organising the day, with all classes taking part in various
activities to get the blood pumping. Congratulations to all our
Grade 6 leaders who led each game with clarity and confidence.
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Playtime has brought some challenges for the children, remembering how to interact and connect with each other in a busy, social
setting. We are supporting the children with role play activities to revisit ways to manage conflict and develop social skills.
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Last week saw our first trial of an ‘Online Assembly’ with 28
Grade 3 and 4 classes logging in to WebEx to celebrate,
reconnect and share community messages of hope and
togetherness. Next week we aim to bring together all our Grade
1-6 students, building a sense of community, purpose and joy.
Students will be presented with class awards, and hope to be
able to sing our school song together once again.

Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal - Years 3 & 4
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Years Five & Six Mini School
We’re back!
It is great to have all the children back
Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal

at school, each day brings about an
air of excitement as students get to
catch up with their friends and

teachers.

Year Six Graduation
As the end of the year is fast approaching, in keeping with
tradition, the year 6 team are currently planning the year 6
Graduation. So far, we are pencilling in Tuesday 15th of
December. At this stage, only our students will be able to attend

There is so much happening as we settle into school.

onsite however, we are making arrangements so that families

Establishing routines has been our focus and essential to

will also be able watch the ceremony from the comforts of their

student learning as they regain or renew their friendship groups

home. We will keep you updated as our planning progresses.

and develop a structure for learning.
We need to keep in mind our priority is to ensure the mental
health and well-being of our students and staff. As educators, we
need to be continuously observing and adapting our learning
program where needed so that we are catering for the needs of
all our students under the current circumstances.

Year Six Polo Shirts
At the beginning of the school year, the year six students usually
get the opportunity to order a polo shirt, as a memento of their
final year of primary school. Due to the current circumstances we
have been placed under unfortunately, we are not able to
continue the process of ordering the polo shirts, this certainly has

The children are keeping up with their daily walks, around the

not been an easy decision to make. The process for organising

neighbourhood, to build their health and fitness stamina, which

the polo shirts is usually quite lengthy, where we begin by

also adds as a social experience for our students. They are

gauging student interest, the students design the polo shirt print

certainly enjoying being out and about with their peers and

and then vote for the most favourable one. With only a few

reconnecting as they walk and talk!

weeks left of school, with the off chance they may not be
delivered in time, we believe this is not a viable option. Instead.

Hats
As we are in Term 4, and out and about, it is important for
students to be wearing hats when outside.
Hats are available for sale through the office – parents can call

the students will be provided with a few opportunities, which
cannot not be revealed as yet, so they too can take home a
memento celebrating their seven years at primary school and
their year in grade six. We appreciate that you are able to
support us with our decision.

to make a purchase and a hat will be organised for your child.
Unfortunately, during this time we cannot have families in to look

Partners in education

through lost property. Please ensure hats are labelled with your
child’s name and class, and if they are found they will be
returned.
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Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal
on behalf of the Year Five & Six Team

Look what’s happening in years 5 and 6!
Congratulations Connor Pearce!
Alamanda College would like to congratulate Connor Pearce,

Reflections for Year 5
STUDENT LEARNING
Goal Setting at Alamanda College

from 5F, for his victory in the Coles Mini Treehouse Competition.

A key focus of Alamanda College is goal setting. Student goals

Connor wrote a humorous short story titled, ‘Ted, The Clever

should be achievable, realistic, and challenging, for all students.

Frog’. He was won of 100 students across the country who won

At Alamanda, goal setting falls into four areas: Whole class,

during this competition and as a result he received a $100 Coles

focus group, individual, and personal learning goals.

Gift Card and 100 books for Alamanda College’s School Library.
WHOLE CLASS GOALS
The whole class works toward a common goal. This goal is
articulated through a clear Learning Intention and Success
Criteria, both of which are explicitly unpacked with the students
prior to the lesson/learning. The goal is informed by the
Victorian Curriculum, The First Steps Continuums and/or
student assessment data. Here are some examples from 5E:

Sonia’s Reflection: Our learning intention for this task was
to describe a setting using precise, descriptive and figurative
language. I think I went very well on this task because I wrote a

Congratulations Connor from 5F, for his victory in the Coles Mini Treehouse Competition
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lovely description with similes and lots of interesting vocabulary. I
remembered to use lots of description because in the first
description I wrote based on a castle, I thought there was a lot of
action to it and less description, so I added more to this one. I
was being a thinker when doing this because I remembered not
to repeat too much otherwise it gets very repetitive, so for a
solution, I searched for synonyms and used some of those

FOCUS GROUP GOALS
A group of students with similar needs work toward the same
goal to consolidate or extend their understanding in a particular
area. These goals are informed by student needs identified
through anecdotal observation or student assessment data. They
may also be self-identified.

instead of repeating words. I think I was also being balanced
because this description was a mix of a storyline and action. I am

Bella’s Reflection: In this session we worked on putting

very happy with the way it turned out and how there is a

fractions and mixed numbers on a number line. In this session I

balanced mix of both. Overall, if I were to mark this as a teacher.
I would give it a B+ or an A for its nice qualities.

think I did ok. Sometimes it got a little challenging on bigger
number lines because sometimes I would get the fractions mixed
up, but now I know how to do it. To achieve this goal, you need

Class Reflection: Our whole class was working toward the
goals, ‘Explore and describe the etymological and morphological
meanings

behind

words

and

morphemes’

and

to remember to put in the whole numbers first, and make sure
you have equal parts.

‘Create

morphological word families and describe our understanding of
these words.’ During our Inquiry unit, we came across an article
about archaeological discoveries. We decided to investigate this
word further! Some interesting facts we discovered, were, that
the morpheme ‘archaeo/ark’ means ‘ancient things’ and ‘ology’
means ‘the study of’. We enjoyed checking if words with ‘arch’
would belong in our morphological family – as they needed to be
connected by a similar spelling as well as a similar meaning,
however, some words related to the ‘arch’ morpheme family
meaning ‘ruler’ or ‘to rule’ instead.

Sonia’s Reflection: In this photo, I have demonstrated my
understanding of finding the angle on a right-angle triangle in
Trigonometry. Doing this was quite difficult because if I used the
wrong ratio to calculate the answer, my answer will be far off,
and not just the ratio, if any little part was incorrect, then my
answer would be way off. So, this meant that I had to be very
precise when typing, but once I got the hang of doing this, it was
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easy. I learnt a lot about trigonometry and how to find the angles

Naitik’s Reflection: For my learning intention, I had to round

and now I feel a solid 10/10 with this goal, so I can officially state,

long decimals to a shorter form. The only challenging thing I had

that I have accomplished this challenging, and high-level target.

to do was remember where the place values are on the decimal
number. I now feel very confident when doing this goal because I
have learnt how to decrease the number from whatever value I

Chris’s Reflection: During this activity I learnt how to

need to decrease it by. Something I can work on is making my

subtract numbers that contained zeros. I found that you can just

writing neater.

borrow once, or, you can borrow, and borrow again. My greatest
challenge was to subtract numbers that had more borrowing in
each column. A great strategy was to space out my numbers a
little. It really helped me a lot. I really enjoyed this goal and now
I’m confident about it.

INDIVIDUAL GOALS
A student is supported in selecting a goal to support his or her
individual learning journey. As with focus groups, the goals are
either self-identified, or identified through teacher observation or
student assessment. As with all types of student goals, the
student

reflects

on

their

progress,

and

demonstrates

achievement of their goal by providing evidence.
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Angelo’s Reflection: Our task was to write in any genre we

I’m really proud on the way I presented and made my work look.

wanted (a Writer’s Notebook piece). I chose to write a narrative

For me, if my work doesn’t look neat or pretty it’s an automatic

because I think that is the hardest genre for me. When writing I

delete.

tried to make a very interesting plot so it will be better for the
reader. To do this, I added more interesting characters and
added more exciting events, where the characters had to use all
of their abilities to overcome battles. I also tried to put in more
dialogue, but I was careful not to put in too much. I was a risktaker because I tried to make a lengthier story. If I was to do this
again, I would try to describe the setting more

PERSONAL LEARNING
Individual students work toward a goal based on their own
interests and curiosities. They select their own goal, and plan
their path for learning, including making decisions about how
they will demonstrate their achievement of this goal. This type of
goal setting encourages student voice and agency.

Tamia’s Reflection: Our Unit of Inquiry was one of my
favourite subjects this semester. I loved researching about
different places, how inventions have evolved over time, amazing
discoveries and about interesting people. I really think I let my
brain wonder more and more about things that are happening
around the world and not just in my community. I especially
enjoyed our mini investigation on interesting discoveries. I did
mine on a pharaoh in Egypt called Tutankhamun who became
king at the age of 9. What I discovered was that most tombs in
Egypt are looted by tomb robbers for their treasure. What made
Tutankhamun’s tomb special was the fact that it wasn’t robbed or
looted so all its treasure was still there. During this investigation I
needed to remember to go over my work and edit it. I think I had
trouble with editing because I hate to find out I didn’t do it first try.

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
Email—alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au

Oviya’s Reflection: During home learning, I was able to
choose my own math goal and work on it independently. I went
to the math continuums and chose a goal from that. I went to the
math continuums for p-6, I knew most of them except, ‘Powers of
ten’. Power of tens interested me. I Understood the concept of
the goal quickly. But the biggest challenge in this goal was doing
the harder ones, as I tried to do the multiplication mentally. It
took a while. The best part of this goal was figuring out the
harder ones. And doing them step by step. In this goal I was

Year 5D
In 5D, we have been working on consolidating our knowledge of
number facts as we play a range of mathematical games. We
are learning to problem solve, think strategically and develop our
quick recall of multiplication and division. Some of these games
are called ‘Roll It’, ‘Operation Domination’, ‘Connect Four’ and
‘Order of Operations’. We have so much fun that we don’t even
realise we are learning!

being an inquirer, I was watching a lot of videos and researching
on how to do it and understanding every question. Right now, I
am proficient at the power of ten. I feel great about how quickly I
learnt the goal. I think next time for any goal I would practise it
many times and watch more videos. I enjoyed working on my
goal I

During our walks I enjoy going to play at the parks with my
friends. I think that by going on walks gives me more exercise
and health. Even though I didn’t get to go on an excursion, at
least I get to go out of school. Some people are even getting
ideas for their writing because a friend of mine created a person
out of rocks and she took a photo and stuck it in her Writer’s
Notebook.
From Ruby

I love going on our daily walks! I really like nature and I know that
leaves look completely different after time, so when we go for our
walks to the park I look for things I can collect and stick in my
Writer’s Notebook. I decided to name all the leaves I found and I
might use them to create a story.
From Kyla

This year, the primary school students had an incredible treat!
On Tuesday we went on to the oval to do some fun and athletic
activities such as 100 m run and skittle soccer which got us up
on our feet! It was greatly organised, and the instructions were
clear. We are appreciative of everyone’s effort to make this
happen and hope that this will happen again without Covid.
From Ishita and Geet
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Reflections from Year Six
It has been a great few weeks in Year 6. Students have
continued to settle in, re-establish routines, reconnect with
friends, focus on new and exciting work in the classroom and get
in lots of movement.
Despite camp not being able to take place, the year six students
were fortunate enough to experience the many cultural, political
and historical highlights of a visit to Canberra through a series of
online incursions. The interactive sessions allow for students to
engage with their guides and ask many questions.
They had an opportunity to learn about the experiences of heroic
soldiers through a guided tour of the Australian War Memorial.
Students then designed and dedicated a memorial of their own
and shared their ideas with others. In a follow-on activity,
students adopted the role of a solider or medic sent overseas
during war time. They sourced photos of the location and wrote
from the perspective of these members of the armed forces away
from home.
Students reinforced their knowledge about Australian
government with an up-close look at Parliament House. They
discussed the varying needs of different electorates and gained
insight into the different considerations relevant to these regions.
Students learnt that the members of parliament from different
regions must consider the specific needs of their communities.
An inspiring visit to the Museum of Australian Democracy where
they experienced an engaging virtual tour. This included a look at
old parliament house and the senate both which had several
historical visits from the queen. They also saw the press box,
where news reporters would view and report on the happenings
within parliament.
Students are enjoying our daily walks as part of Alamanda’s
‘Race the Nation’ program. Students are participating in daily 30minute walks with their class and tracking their distance. These
distances along with any other walks or rides done outside of
school are tallied for house and class competitions. Year six
students are not only enjoying the physical exercise but also that
chance to connect and build friendships. Many students have
said this time connecting with friends is their favourite part of the
day!
All classes participated in a PE ‘Fun Day,’ last week. This event
was a COVID safe version of a typical athletics carnival.
Students rotated through a series of fun physical tasks and races
with the other class in their pod. The games and activities were
light-hearted and focused on team building, movement, and
having fun together.
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Year 6 Happy Snaps!

Partners in education
Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal
on behalf of the Year Five & Six Team
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Years Seven to Nine Mini School

Kirsten Sullivan
Assistant Principal

It’s so great to have everyone back!

connections with one another. As we enter the summer months,

Our mini-school has been buzzing all

it is important that students are practicing sun safety and being

week with all students returning back

sun smart – teachers are ensuring students wear sunscreen

to on-site learning, and especially

during these times. The ‘leeway’ period for students to have hats

participating in our popular Elective

is coming to an end, and we expect that students are wearing

program. Staff are working especially

hats while outside. Hats can be purchased from the office –

diligently with the Year 9 students to

further reminders of this will be in upcoming assemblies and

produce Art and Design products for

SchoolBox reminders.

a modified exhibition of their work in
their final year at Alamanda, and we
are very thankful and fortunate to
have staff and students so dedicated
to the success of every student.
Being
Ryan Ma
Assistant Principal

back

on

site,

and

this

adjustment to routine, while exciting,
may also take its toll on students –
please

reach

out

to

homeroom

teachers if you feel your child needs some extra support with this
transition.
Alamanda students and teachers have been out and about,
participating in local ‘walk and talks’ to rebuild stamina and

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
Email—alamanda.k9@edumail.vic.gov.au

The Curiosity at Alamanda Program ‘CAPs’ has also continued
on-site this past week, and is looking to be a successful program
that teachers are keen to continue. Students have sent emails to
request specific classes, and have enjoyed working with
students and teachers from across a range of year levels. We
welcome feedback and ongoing suggestions for this program, as
we hope to re-engage students in their passions and interests for
the remainder of 2020, and continue in 2021 if the timetable
allows.
In preparation for 2021, we are exploring timetable options for
our mini-school, to best allow students to use the resources (staff
and spaces) we have at hand at Alamanda. Students entering
Year 8 and 9 next year will soon be asked to choose their

electives. New students to the mini-school in Year 7 will again

weekly catchups. We hope to have our leaders running these

participate in a rotation of elective ‘tasters’ throughout the year.

assemblies, and for these weekly ‘meetings’ to once again

We hope to run through what this will look like for Year 6-7

become a platform for student voice.

students on our adapted state-wide transition day (Tuesday 8

th

December).

Some news that recently came from Premier Daniel Andrews
has been around end of year celebrations for students, including

Students are currently sitting the ‘Attitudes to School Survey’ run

announcements that Graduations can occur onsite for students

by the Department, which has opened up conversations in

and staff. We are very excited about this, and are planning to

classrooms about how we can best support students to feel safe,

make this year’s Year 9 Graduation special for our leaving cohort

respected and connected to school and one another in this

– it will be held on Monday the 14th of December! We will be

challenging time. The data received from this survey is an

utilising the assembly style ‘live-streaming’ on the graduation

important tool that leadership (staff and students), and teachers

evening to engage our parents and families in the ceremony.

use to pivot programs to meet the changing needs of the tweens

Please keep an eye on SchoolBox alerts from Year 9 staff for

and teens attending school each day.

more details about this special evening.

Whole Mini-School Assemblies are set to restart this week, with
the

presentations

‘live-streaming’

from

the

theatre

into

classrooms, and students playing an active role in leading these
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Ryan Ma and Kirsten Sullivan
Assistant Principals—Senior School

Year 9 English Update
Since returning to onsite learning, the year 9 students have been
reconnecting with each other and their teachers using creative

Year 8 Photography Update

Slinkachu: Exploring Perspective in Photography

learning experiences in English. Some classes have explored

Students in Year 8 Photography have been inquiring into

mental health and well-being and how to develop a positive

perspective in Photography by exploring the work of the artist,

growth mindset, creating motivational posters and infographics

Slinkachu. Known for his miniature street portraits, his work

for their peers. Other classes have tested their knowledge of

embodies elements of street art, sculpture, installation art and

each other with various written challenges. All classes ended the

photography. Using figures in their take-home Photography

first week back with an investigation into characterisation.

packs, students were tasked with creating intriguing miniature

The students were presented with a box filled with various items

worlds.

sources by their teachers. Everything from a glittery 2004
graduation outfit, to a family portrait taken in the 1940s, Western
themed costumes, ski gear, a soccer medal, travel tickets from
around the world, and family heirloom timepieces. Each student
selected an item that held their interest and began creating…

Isolation Cyanotype Prints
The cyanotype is a traditional photographic printing process
developed shortly after the discovery of photography in 1839.

The students explored the possible owners of these treasures,

Originally used by biologist Anna Atkins to accurately record

thinking outside of the box, and sometimes walking in the shoes

plant specimens, engineers used the process well into the 20th

of the characters they created – literally and metaphorically! The

century as a simple and low-cost process to produce copies of

students delved into creating effective characterisation around

drawings, referred to as blueprints. The process uses two

the relationship and interaction with objects, which they will

chemicals: ferric ammonium citrate and potassium ferricyanide.

continue to investigate and apply to their creative writing over the
coming weeks.

While in isolation, students in Year 8 Photography were given a

Re-igniting curiosity after being in our lockdown measures is

sheet of photo-sensitive cyanotype paper to try their hand at this

incredibly important, and this activity is one that students can

200-year-old traditional photographic process. By laying objects

continue at home! Go through old family photos, heirlooms and

on their paper and exposing it to the UV rays of the sun, they

nick-nacks with your children, and create wild and wacky stories

were able to make images in the characteristic deep-blue of the

about the people they represent…

cyanotype.

Chantelle Nedelkovski

Tracey Hubert

Year 9 Learning Specialist

Photography Teacher
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