Senior-Primary School Newsletter—Term 2—2021

Dear Parents, Carers & Friends of
Alamanda

Like you, at times we all find the measures to

This weeks brings to a close Term 2. We are

follow the guidelines. I appreciate frustration

organised to have all half year reports

are overwhelming, however, I would caution

available for parents on Friday. Reports will

families to check the language used to staff.

be emailed to the parents email address.

My staff are not the initiators of the school

Happy reading. Please discuss your child’s

based measures, if you want to have your

report with them, as they need to know how

feelings heard—come and see me, please

much your care about their progress. Parents

don’t blast my staff. Perhaps you could do

taking interest in learning has a considerable

the same as we all do and “yell “ at the TV.

effect size (measurement) upon your students

Bright moments that light up students eyes

learning

and

outcomes.

Parent

involvement

be frustrating and confusing. It is our duty to

cheer up the students have been

matters in improving learning outcomes .

teachers priority these past weeks.

Families experiencing access difficulties can

The Primary House team have initiated a

contact the office during the holidays as we

dance competition for the school holidays, all

KEEP THE CHILDREN AT HOME IF

are working over the break on reduced office

the family can become involved. Check your

POSSIBLE.

hours. Please between 10 am and 2 pm .

parent communication page on Schoolbox for

Families needing to see our office staff will

details.

need to call to make an appointments. This

The online Alamanda chess championship

helps everyone manage their time more

was amazing, tensions, mind blowing moves

STAY SAFE

SO I CAN KEEP ADULTS AT HOME.
KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE.

LAST
DAY—TERM 2
WE CAN BEAT THIS TOGETHER
Friday,
25th June
2021
ALAMANDA
COMMUNITY
Finishing times
FIGHTING THE VIRUS DOWN
Prep to Year 6 — 2.00pm
TOGETHER.
Years 7 to 9 — 2.00pm

efficiently—8376 5200.
Three way conferences or student lead
conferences will take place in Term 3. This
will occur in Week 3 of the term. We have
needed to adjust this time line to suit
rearranged school camps and the need to
restart

our

lockdown.

students

after

the

2

week

It was not the time to focus on

portfolio assessments rather our return wand
as the time to reconnect, re-engage reignite
learning, sharing our learning as a community.
If we have learnt anything throughout the past
18 months, living in a pandemic and the
subsequent restriction measures, it is the
need to be adaptive, fluid and responsive to
the ever changing emotional well being of our
students and families.
Sincere thanks and appreciation to our
families trying to keep pace with the ever
changing measures dictated to us via the DET
Operations Guide.

The Inaugural Championship shield was awarded to Ryan Ho—
8G.

saw the secondary school students glued to the screen as the game played out via webex streamed from the
theatre ….
Please see the vision we captured—it was truly a moment where the 7-9 school community connected as one.
Congratulations to both finalists. The Inaugural Championship shield was awarded to Ryan Ho—8G.
Every mini school will have unique stories to share, demonstrating the power of community efficacy to rebuild
Marjolein Reynolds
Specialist & Special
Education
Leading Teacher

children’s spirit with hope and enthusiasm.
After much time we have the school second hand uniform tiny house in its final set up stage ready to open in
Term 3. The process will be as follows -




Lost property that is named is returned to the child’s class .
Unnamed items will be washed and available for purchase (very low costs to cover the laundry costs and
the cost of the tiny house) at very reasonable prices .

We have a band of 12 parents prepared to staff our tiny (recycled uniform) house. Early in Term 3 a timetable
will be emailed to parents and popped on the parent communication page. This is an exciting initiative that will
assist families and ensure that these items are not wasted.
As always—no child need be without school uniform, as I personally approve letters of provision to Noone, and
Joanne Large
Primary Specialist
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

we provide free second hand garments to those families in need. This has always been a major part of the
schools strategy. Of course, our One Seed garments not only provide alternative reasonably priced school
uniform, this community supported initiative supports 12 families in Cambodia working in their community
uniform factory. For families not aware of this school initiative, it is important to appreciate our ongoing
commitments have made a significant difference to these families and their local village. Of course, the school
has no financial gains from these garments.
In closing, enjoy the holidays, travel if you can, go out for day trips as we do not know what Term 3 will offer
us. Live on a day at a time and make the most of every day out of lockdown.
Stay safe and keep well.
We are indeed a fortunate country, our thoughts are with countries struggling to contain this wretched virus.
Dare to be wise, dare to live your best life each day.
Happy holiday break
Best wishes

Lyn Jobson
Lyn on behalf of the Assistant Principals
& all Alamanda staff

Matthew Cramp
Rida Su (Jing)
Kyra Hendry
Primary PE
Primary LOTE
Primary Art
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kelly Baillie
Special Education
Co-ord Support

Ramyani Dutta
Special Education
Co-ord Support

Prep
Dear Parents and Families
Wow! We are at the end of Semester 1! We are all so
glad we got to celebrate our end of Term, on site with
our children.
Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal

Prep Disco
As we welcomed our Prep students back to school,
we thought we would ‘kick off’ the last 2 weeks with a
disco to celebrate in the Great Space. A big shout
out to Miss Adamek, Miss Brown and Mrs Lahner for
setting up with the assistance of Mrs White in the
office. The Great Space was absolutely transformed
Devi Subramaniam
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

and it was so wonderful to see many smiles, dance
moves and joy. The children (and their teachers!)
were so happy to be back together as a community.
We hope you enjoy some of the photos attached.

Suzie Matthies
Joanne Foster
Kat Oikawa
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
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year of service. They are a proudly independent child and family
services provider and early education specialist. They support
the well being and development of children and families by
providing services spanning early years education and care,
therapeutic healing to recover from violence, abuse and neglect
and family strengthening services. Their vision is to see all
children and young people thrive in resilient, strong and safe
families and communities.
Kids First's 'Mentoring Mums in Seymour' project is Mrs
Finnegan’s latest project. This program is a ‘home grown’ Kids
First initiative that has been proven effective in reducing
psychological distress, supporting mothers’ mental health and
enhancing infant well being (University of Melbourne, 2007).
Seymour is located in the Mitchell Shire, around 80 minutes
from Melbourne. One in 15 people in Mitchell Shire report high

Taking Action

or very high psychological distress, and the Shire has twice the

Action, the core of student agency, is integral to the Primary

rate of family violence compared to the state average.

Years

The Mentoring Mums program pairs volunteers who are

Programme

(PYP)

learning

process

and

to

the

programme’s overarching outcome of international-mindedness.
Through taking individual and collective action, students come to
understand

the

responsibilities

associated

with

being

internationally minded and to appreciate the benefits of working
with others for a shared purpose. When students see tangible
actions that they can choose to take to make a difference, they
see themselves as competent, capable and active agents of
change (Oxfam 2015).

experienced mothers with new mums who are experiencing
social isolation. The mentor supports ‘mum’ in her parenting role
and assists in engaging her with the community, health services
and maternal and child health programs. The ‘Mentoring Mums
in Seymour’ pilot program can contribute a new approach to
address a lack of access to local services which forces already
vulnerable people within Mitchell Shire to seek appointments far
from home. Their plan is to introduce vulnerable and isolated

Jeanette Finnegan, our former Assistant Principal, has been

Seymour mums to the program via the local kindergarten. To

enjoying retirement however - many educators simply do not

support the kindergarten, we are planning a new initiative for

stop once they leave the school grounds.

this year’s Rumours Feast, which is to place a picture story

Jeanette is involved with ‘Kids First’ which is a non for profit

book on each table and have the guests ‘purchase’ the book

organisation. Kids First has been at the heart of community care

with a view to donating it to the kindergarten. Many of these

in Melbourne since 1896, making this their very special 125th

children will not have had access to quality literature and most

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
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would probably not have been read to at home during their early years.
As many of you may have noticed on Seesaw, teachers are calling upon a gold coin donation or a new book donation from students
to help support this initiative. We have started to see many students and families supporting, so thank you! We would love to have our
collection sorted by the End of Term 2 for Mrs Finnegan to collect. Please reach out to your classroom teacher if you would like to
donate!

School Nurse Visit
Thank you to all of our parents and carers who have returned their child’s school nurse questionnaire. This is a free service offered to
all children attending primary schools in Victoria. Primary school nurses visit schools throughout the year and provide children with:




the opportunity to have a health assessment
information and advice about healthy behaviours

a link for children and families to community-based health and wellbeing services
The program is designed to identify children with potential health-related learning difficulties and to respond to parent or carer
concerns and observations about their child's health and wellbeing. With parent/carer consent, follow-up health assessments are
conducted by the school nurse as indicated or needed.
Kate De La Mere is our school visiting nurse. She is absolutely wonderful with our Prep students and brings a wealth of knowledge to
the Prep team. Kate is very nurturing with our students and has provided families with support, direction and advice to support your
child’s overall development. We look forward to working with Kate in Term 3!

Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal - on behalf of the Prep Team
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Years 1 & 2
Dear Families

knowledge and skills and address motivation, growth
mindset, self-efficacy and emotion. Teachers should

Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal

Ellin Tideswell
A/Assistant Principal

Last week of term and Semester 1

use explicit metacognitive language and instruction,

The children will be participating in incursions this

ask questions rather than give answers, provide

week – what a wonderful experience for Year 1s,

illustrative examples of metacognitive thinking, model

they will be “Digging for Dinosaurs” and being

for students and prompt students to connect their

palaeontologists learning about fossils. The Year 2s

learning within and across subjects.”

have ‘Mad About Science – The Human Body’

Abstract Explicit: The Role of Metacognition in

Incursion, introducing the students to the human

Teaching and Learning, August 2020.

body

We know you

and

its

systems,

this

will

provide

the

recognise

these

elements

provocation for further research and exploration. We

expressed in your child’s written reports and

had our fingers crossed that these incursions could

experience

happen and we must have all been wishing at the

learning when they present their selected pieces of

same time. We will add photographs and student

work during the ‘Student-led conferences.’ You can

reflections for next newsletter.

support your child’s thinking about their learning by

your child’s

understanding

their

Teaching and Learning

do you know that? what else can you learn about

The Semester 1 student reports will be emailed to

that? how will you plan to learn more?

held in week 3 for your child to share their portfolios.

School Term Break

The semester report provides you with a description

Whilst the children are on term break there will be

of the learning contexts and provide some examples

maintenance work completed on the school buildings.

of your child’s progress and learning goals. The

Teachers will be taking a break and preparing

language used in the reports reflect the attributes and

programs for Term 3.

attitudes of the Learner Profile in line with the Primary

Thank you so much for your support during our

Years

skills,

working within COVID-19 guidelines, oh to be able to

knowledge and understandings the children are

meet and chat. We do appreciate your use of QR

learning.

codes – let’s hope this supports our way forward.

Programme

(I.B.)

and

describes

A recent report commissioned by the International
Baccalaureate detailed the importance of the

Stay safe and dare to be wise.

role of metacognition in teaching and learning.
Aimee Smart
Year 2 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

of

asking questions such as: what did you learn? how

parents on Friday and student-led conferences will be

Laura Hawes
Year 1 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

will

Making The

“Metacognition is an essential part of teaching and
learning and the main driver for self-regulation. In the

Yours sincerely—Dare to be Kind

metacognitive process, learners tap into their prior
experiences to develop a plan, achieve a goal, select
strategies, monitor progress and reflect on what and
how they learned…. students’ metacognitive abilities

Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2 Mini-School

are associated with improved academic performance,
especially if they combine instruction in metacognitive

Bradley Smith
Year 1

Jessica Cook
Year 2

Molly Elford
Year 2

Lauren Houareau
Year 2

Professional Learning Community Leaders

Georgia Skeen
Year 2

Wow, what a diverse Term 2 we have had
in Year One and Two in 2021. We are so
proud of the way our learners have
adapted to new challenges. Thank you to
all the families who assisted with remote

good choices' - Harry

Students in 1G conducted an experiment

Knowledgeable - 'To be knowledgeable
you learn new stuff and you get better at
it' - Malik

learning and who have followed the

Reflective

changing covid restrictions onsite.

learning, our strengths and weaknesses'

As we continue our unpacking of the PYP

-

'We

think

about

our

- Aryan

to further understand how volcanoes work
and

they

came

back

with

MORE

questions. - Great work 1G.
With many skills to build upon during this
unit, students have expressed much
excitement around the exploration of
maps. Here are some students in 1H

elements, we will look at a Year Two’s

Caring - 'We can help other people and

working on their mapping skills and

perspective

we are kind' - Janice

applying their knowledge of directional

Balanced - 'We need to do physical

language to navigate their way around

of

the

Learner

Profile

attributes.

A Year Two’s Perspective on
the Learner Profile Attributes
We asked a handful of Year Two students
what each of the learner profile attributes
mean, and this was their reply:

activities and eating a range of healthy

their own map. - Looks like FUN 1H.

foods. We also do lots of different

With the return to school, students and

activities' - Moksh and Ali N

teachers have been working on building

One major aspect of the Primary Years

social skills. When the sun is out,

Programme that sets it apart from other

students go outside with their teachers for

curriculum models is the element of

a team game where they are encouraged

action. Next newsletter we will examine

to use verbal cues to gain the attention of

'They are all about learning' - Ali

different kinds of action and how you can

their peers. Students are working well

N

promote and model action in your

'Kindness

to

everyone

else,

some show respect to other
people and some are trying to
help others. Some are about

together building team skills and are

family.

appreciating the time spent together.-

Ellin Tideswell

outside.

Check out 1F playing a cool game

Acting Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2
Mini-School

There

are

lots

of

opportunities

for

learning'. - Harry

students to play and learn in class too.

'You can use it anywhere in the

across Year Ones with the use of cards.

world not just in the classroom -

Maths games are a hit in many classes

Year 1 News

Students are building their fluency as they

Principled - 'To be mature and to make

It has been lovely welcoming our families

as part of the game. Here 1E are playing

good choices' - Hogan

and students back to school these past

an addition game practising a variety of

couple of weeks. I think that we can all

strategies such as, 10s facts and doubles.

agree on the fact that we ALL like

- Great Work 1E.

its shows you how to be' - Tani

Inquirer - 'We have wonderings and then
we research our wonderings’ - Reem

are encouraged to quickly recall answers

coming to school better than learning

Risk-Taker - 'Not giving up and trying

from home. Students in Year 1 have

new things' - Swara

been busy settling back into classroom

Communicators - 'Communicating to
others by listening, talking, using our body
language' - Devi

routines and finishing off the third Unit of
Inquiry.

Students

have

turned

into

Students were so excited to turn into
palaeontologists for our incursions. Oh
What FUN!

explorers these past two weeks and

Suzi Koneski on

have

Year 1

been

pretending

to

explore

Open-Minded - 'We have a growth

something of interest. Across the year

mindset and we understand that we have

level we have all sorts of explorations

different ideas and opinions and we

and expeditions such as, an arctic

respect that' - Moksh and Abir

expedition, an underwater exploration

Thinkers - 'We think of ideas and making

and

exploring

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
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different

volcanoes.

behalf of Timetable B
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Year 2 News
Over the last few weeks the students
have been investigating the lengths of
different objects. They have really
enjoyed working together to measure
everyday items around the classroom
using unifix cubes, metre rulers and
measuring tapes. In our Unit of Inquiry on

Timetable D, the students have been
inquiring into different space discoveries
and explorations. they have been busy
researching different astronauts and
space technology along with different
parts of the solar system.
This term the Grade 2 students have
been visiting Ms. Molino and her high

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
Email—alamanda.k9@education.vic.gov.au

school students to learn more about
science. We explored our 5 senses –
touch, sight, hearing, smell and taste. The
high school students then taught us how
to use our senses to make observations
during science experiments.

Mrs Jessica Morgan
PLC Leader, Timetable D

Years 3 & 4
Return from lockdown

through

The children were thrilled to return to school following
another brief lockdown. Their enthusiasm and

a

mini-lesson,

guided

writing

and

conferencing model, with ample time for children to
write freely and develop their personal style.

smooth transition is testament to the hard work that
Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal

families put in over the two week period. Thank you
to all our parents, as we understand Remote

Each year the Department of Education conducts a

Learning is an extremely challenging time.
And we return to a variety of fun and exciting
activities. We have Grade 4 Camp this week and the
first week of school. Students will engage in various
hands-on

outdoor

activities

to

engage

their

adventurous spirits. Archery, bushwalks, the reptile
Jaymee Stigwood
A/Assistant Principal

house, and team games will hopefully tire the
children out enough for a good night’s sleep! What a
wonderful way to shake of cobwebs of lockdown with
some fresh Mt Evelyn air! Camp Oasis have been
fantastic, making every effort to accommodate new
dates after the camp was postponed. They have had
a tough time will lockdowns, and then the recent
storms. So they are super keen to make sure all the

Kate Franco
Year 3
Learning Specialist

children have a safe and happy adventure.

about their experiences at school. This includes their
engagement in learning, their experiences with peers
and teachers, and their overall perspectives on the
school as a whole.

The survey supports us as a

school to gauge the climate and understand our
strengths, and areas that we could improve.

The

data is used to inform our Annual Implementation
Plan (AIP) and our report to the school community.
This survey takes place in the regular classroom in a
supportive

environment.

The

questions

are

unpacked so that the children understand the
meaning of the words and choices. Children across
Grade 4 will take part in the survey this week, helping
us as a school to always strive to be our best.

the Young Australian’s Best Book Council Awards.

Thank you Ms Askew

Morris Gleitzman is a hugely popular author, who

We farewell Ms Alanna Askew, one of our Grade 3

writes favourites such as ‘Blabbermouth’, ‘Boy
Overboard’, ‘Then’ and ‘Now.’ He will discuss how
he finds inspiration and develops ideas for his books,
and then how he takes these ideas through a writing
process to publication. A wonderful way to support
students in their ‘writing life’ as we support them to
see themselves as authors.

This approach is

embedded in our Writer’s Workshop model, where
students are encouraged to plant, grow and develop
ideas into personal fiction and non-fiction texts. Their
voice is a priority as they develop texts that suit their
interest and intended audience, whilst all the time
Marita Lofthouse
Year 4 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

wide-ranging survey of all children from Grade 4-9

Our remaining students in Grade 3 and 4 will take
part in a Morris Gleitzman webinar run by YABBA –

Teegan Brown
Year 3 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Attitudes to School Survey (ATOSS)

teachers, at the start of Term 4.

Ms Askew has

decided to move closer to her family in New South
Wales. We do hope that she will return, as Ms Askew
has been an invaluable member of our team, bringing
expertise in Inquiry Based learning as well as the
Writer’s Workshop to our team. The students love
her calm and creative approach, and will miss her
dearly.

We are pleased to introduce Ms Emma

Putyra who will take over the class for the remainder
of the year. Ms Putyra has a passion for maths and
writing, and we know the children will love her.

working on personal writing goals. Teacher’s support

Alanna Askew
Year 3

Megan Dalakouras
Year 3

Lauren McDonald
Year 3

Kate Crimmins
Year 4

Professional Learning Community Leaders

Jade Farrar
Year 4

Ashleigh Krajnc
Year 4

End of Term 3
Our Semester 1 Reports will be distributed at the end of this
week. Teachers have worked hard to give you a clear picture of
how your child learns, and what they have gained from their
semester at school. Three-way Conferences will be happening a
little later in Week 3 next term. Our children look forward to the

In the meantime, please do have a wonderful holiday.

teachers will meet over the break to plan our next unit of inquiry,
which I look forward to sharing with you. Term 4 will hopefully
bring lots of opportunity for the children, with several excursions
planned, as well as other extra-curricular opportunities. So rest
well, and we will see you next term!

opportunity to share their learning with you as they discuss their
digital and paper portfolios. Keep an eye out for the opening of
our booking system, which will open early next term.

Maxine Beneba Clarke Artist Talk – Live from the Sydney Opera House

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
Email—alamanda.k9@education.vic.gov.au

Our

Hannah Newton

Assistant Principal - Years 3 & 4

Years 5 & 6
Attitudes to School Survey (ATOSS)
Each year the Department of Education conducts a
wide-ranging survey of all children from Grade 4-9
about their experiences at school. This includes their
Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal

Niki Sylaidos
Years 5 & 6 Leading
Teacher

Well done everyone on a successful
Term

engagement in learning, their experiences with peers
and teachers, and their overall perspectives on the
school as a whole.

The survey supports us as a

It has been a busy end to Term Two which has seen

school to gauge the climate and understand our

our students and teachers be as dedicated and hard

strengths, and areas that we could improve.

working as ever. The teachers and students have

data is used to inform our Annual Implementation

been amazing as they continue to contribute to their

Plan (AIP) and our report to the school community.

teaching and learning with great attendance, strong

This survey takes place in the regular classroom in a

classroom ethics and quality work.

supportive

Wishing you all a restful and safe term break.

unpacked so that the children understand the

environment.

The

questions

The

are

meaning of the words and choices. Children across
Grades 5 and 6 will take part in the survey this week,
helping us as a school to always strive to be our best.
I would like to express a warm and friendly welcome
to all our new families that have started at Alamanda
K-9 College in Term Two. I wish you all the very best
as you begin your learning journey with us.

Erik Stewart
Year 5
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

been spending many hours preparing your child’s first
semester report. The report is designed to provide
you with a comprehensive account of your child’s
academic progress aimed at providing information of
know,

what

they

can

do

and

recommendations for their future learning. The
Victoria Lang
Year 6
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

student’s development is reported

against the

Victorian Curriculum Achievement Standards

in

English, Mathematics, Science, Health and Physical
Education.
The Year Five and Six teachers are proud of their
students and their progress throughout the first half of
the Year. Well done to everyone.

Mel Fletcher
Year 5

Leading

Assemblies are a very important component of
Every week, a team of 16 Year 6 leaders meet with

It is that time of the year when the teachers have

they

Sylaidos

building community and a sense of togetherness.

Semester One Reports

what

Assemblies (Niki
Teacher 5/6)

Luke Muller
Year 5

me to discuss our primary assemblies. Together we
reflect on what went well and what we can improve
on. We also discuss the topic of conversation for the
leader’s discussion.
This week at assembly our focus was on supporting
all those that participated in swimming and athletics
and cheering them on. We had many students out
competing in a variety of events and we wanted them
to know they had an extremely large cheer squad
back at Alamanda.
We also had 2 special guests join in on the leader’s
discussion, Ashlea Tan (Year 6) and Abbey Chen
(Year 5). Ashlea shared her sailing journey with us,
she recently came 2nd in Girls intermediate Sailing
nationally. Abbey shared her swimming feats winning

Breannan Beattie
Year 6
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kate Francis
Year 6

Jess McArdle
Year 6

Gold for 12 & under in the Victoria Artistic
Swimming State Competition 2021. Both

of view?



girls trained hard. We are so proud of
these 2 young people and what they have

Consumers choose technology to




Space
Systems

meet their needs



managed to accomplish at such a young

Technology has evolved to meet

Year Five Reflections

our demands

age. Well Done Ashlea and Abbey!

5B Reflection

The Grade 5 students also shared their

Key Concepts and Lines of Inquiry:

Over the past week, students have been

learning journey at assembly, moving us





Function

settling back in to the classroom after the

Causation

snap lockdown. It has been amazing to

Perspective

see all students return with enthusiasm

with images and a powerful short clip on
the evolution of technology. The audience
was very excited and had so many

and

questions. Here is a link if you want to

Students have been continuing to be

enjoy it at home.

Year 6 Unit of Inquiry

passion

towards

their

learning.

open-minded risk-takers when unpacking
our current central idea ‘Advances in

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

An Inquiry into ‘How the World

v=rJM3MRvGn-g

Works’

Looking forward to seeing all the kids
back at assembly soon.

Our next Unit of Inquiry for this semester
will allow students to build on their prior
knowledge

of

the

Transdisciplinary

Theme, ‘How the World Works’.

Niki Sylaidos

The interaction between the natural

Leading Teacher—Years 5 & 6

world (physical and biological) and
human societies; how humans use their

Year 5 Unit of Inquiry

understanding

of

scientific

and

technological advances on society and
Current Unit of Inquiry:

on the environment.

Transdisciplinary Theme: Sharing the
planet

Central Idea:

An inquiry into rights and responsibilities

The Earth is part of a vast and complex

in the struggle to share finite resources

universe

with other people and with other living
things; communities and the relationships

Lines of Inquiry:

within and between them; access to equal



opportunities;

peace

and

conflict

the celestial bodies that exist in our

resolution.

universe


Our

Central

An inquiry into our understanding of

Idea:

‘Advances

in

An inquiry into the exploration of the
universe

technology have impacted society’.
Key Concepts:
Lines of Inquiry-



Technological

advancements

of

modern society




Impacts of technology on society
Are the positives and negatives of
technology dependent upon our point





Function
Form
Causation

Related concepts:



Solar System
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technology

have

impacted

society’.
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During home-learning,

students were knowledgeable when

searching for technology in their own home looking at the
differences between mechanical, electronic, industrial, medical
and communication technology. Students are currently working
towards creating an invention

that will make life more

convenient. This project will be part of the ‘Year 5 Tech Fest’.
Students are designing these inventions, writing a persuasive
letter selling the invention to a manufacturer and creating an
advertisement that might entice consumers to buy their product.
Students are also encouraged to create a 3D model and or
diagram of their invention.

Year Six Reflections
In year six, students and teachers alike were overjoyed to return
to school after our brief return to Home Learning. In 6E, we
celebrated with a hands-on mathematics workshop. As you can
see, the students continued their geometry learning by
constructing and drawing a range of 3-dimesional shapes. The
students said, “It was really fun…and delicious!”
Across year six, classes are beginning to finalise and reflect on
their learning within our ‘How the World Works’ unit of inquiry.

We have been exploring the central idea: ‘The Earth is part of a
vast and complex universe.’ The students have been provided
with opportunities to investigate their various wonderings,
connected to this unit of inquiry. This newly acquired knowledge
will be built upon further when we attend our upcoming
excursions to The Melbourne Museum and IMAX.
The excursions will occur in the first week of Term 3, on the 13 th
and 15th of July. The students are very excited to attend. They
have already started to consider the concepts that they would
like to inquire into, for their Exhibition next term. Visiting The
Melbourne Museum and IMAX will certainly inspire their curiosity
even further.
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Year Six Exhibition Term 3

More information will be provided as we

Melbourne Museum at Carlton, across the

The Primary Years Programme (PYP)

journey through the exhibition process.

two dates of Tuesday 13th July and

exhibition represents a significant event in
the life of a PYP student. It is an
opportunity for students to exhibit the
attributes

of

the

International

Baccalaureate learner profile that they
have been developing throughout their
engagement in the PYP. Students are
required to engage in a transdisciplinary
inquiry process that requires them to
identify, investigate and offer solutions to
real-life situations. The purpose of the

Wednesday 15th July 2021.

Excursions
Year 5

At The Melbourne Museum, the students
will participate in an IMAX viewing of The

As part of our upcoming Unit of Inquiry,
under

the

Transdisciplinary

Theme

of How the World Works, linked to the
concepts ‘Technology’, ‘Innovation’ and
‘Systems’, the Year 5 students will be
given the opportunity to visit DreamCity,
at the DFO South Wharf complex.

expert geologists will guide your students
from the Pilbara in Western Australia to
the geothermal pools of Iceland, using
contemporary geology to teach us about
our Earth and solar system.
Students

will

then

experience

two

exhibitions: Dynamic Earth and Dinosaur

exhibition is for students to engage in an

DreamCity

in-depth, collaborative inquiry and an

promotes the positive experiences in

exhibition students will be immersed in

opportunity for students to demonstrate

Science,

information

responsibility and independence in their

the Arts and Mathematics (STEAM),

Earth. They will then be able to walk

Group 1: Tuesday, 13th July 5F, 5L,

among skeletons of prehistoric animals.

5M, 5N, 50

Students will be travelling by bus and will

learning. The exhibition will allow the
students

to

apply

their

learning

of

previous years through the PYP and allow

inspires

Story of Earth 3D. In this Australian film,

children

Technology,

and

Engineering,

them to demonstrate taking action in

Group 2: Wednesday, 14th July 5A,

accordance with their inquiry.

5B, 5C, 5D, 5E

The Exhibition is a 10-week process in

Group 3: Thursday, 15th July 5G, 5H,

which students apply their skills and

5I, 5J, 5K

knowledge from previous years within the
Primary Years Programme. The exhibition
process will begin with an excursion to the
IMAX and Melbourne Museum acting as a
provocation to the initial stages of the
exhibition.

Parents are expected to become actively
involved as their child journeys through
the

exhibition

process

for

example

assisting with accessing resources such
as

people,

places,

materials

careers

in

the

future;

exploring the power of science and
technology in our everyday lives. They

will supply subject knowledge and more
encourage

independent

inquiry and student ownership of the
process.
The excitement comes when the families
are able to celebrate with the student by
attending the staging of the exhibition.

technology, engineering, the arts and
maths

collide

the

about

Dynamic
our

Earth

ever-changing

be leaving the school promptly at 8:50am
and returning to school at approximately

in

a

variety

their classroom by 8:30am.
Excursion Details:
When: Group 1: Tuesday 13th of July
(6A, 6B, 6I, 6J and 6K) Group 2:
Thursday 15th of July (6C, 6D, 6E, 6F,
6G and 6H)
Where: Melbourne Museum and IMAX 11 Nicholson St, Carlton VIC 3053

of

professions such as being a pilot,

It is important that all students attend the

sports scientist, firefighter, neonatal

excursion as it will be connected to the

nurse and a surgeon.

Year Six PYP Exhibition.

We look forward to attending once we
return from the term break.

and

information. Where applicable, parents
importantly

of activity pods where the students

will experience a world where science,

The role of a parent or
guardian in the exhibition
process

During

2.40pm. Please ensure your child is in

The students will participate in a variety
experience

Walk.

All payments need
to be finalised this
week, it is the last

Year 6
Melbourne Museum & IMAX

opportunity for you

The Year 6 team have organised an

wish your child to

excursion to Melbourne Museum and a

attend.

viewing at IMAX as an introduction to our
upcoming Year 6 PYP Exhibition, which
is planned to take place in Term 3.
The Year 6 students will be visiting the
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to pay should you

International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme
What is PYP Education?
The Primary Years Programme (PYP)
offers a transdisciplinary, inquiry-based
and

student-centred

education

with

responsible action at its core, enabling
students to learn between, across and
beyond traditional subject boundaries.
(IBO)
The International Baccalaureate’s mission
is the central foundation to its educational
philosophy and is the basis for teaching
and learning.

International
Baccalaureate
Mission Statement
The IB mission statement captures the
philosophy of the IB.
Learning and teaching in an IB school
encourages student to become active
lifelong learners.
The

Primary

Years

programme

encourages:




students to inquire
an understanding of a complex and
interdependent world







students

to

become

confident

The IB Learner Profile

I wish everyone a safe and happy break

The framework serves as an in-depth

and look forward to seeing all our

guide to achieve authentic conceptual

students and families back in Term Three.

inquiry-based learning that is engaging,

I would like to thank all parents and

significant, challenging and relevant for

carers for their valued contributions and

PYP students.

for being an active member of our school

Through the programme of inquiry and

community. I look forward to maintaining

by reflecting on their learning, PYP

a close partnership with you and your

students develop knowledge, conceptual

child.

understandings, skills and the attributes

Wishing you all a restful and safe term

of the IB Learner profile, the emphasis is

break.

on collaborative inquiry and integrative

communicators

learning honouring curiosity, voice, and

international-mindedness

contribution of the students.

the involvement of the whole school

Carmen Sacco

community

Assistant Principal—Years 5 & 6

the

development

of

caring

and

responsible citizens



students

to

see

things

through

different perspectives





Partners in education

students to take action
learning how to learn
students to think about issue
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Years 7 to 9
Dear Parents and Guardians
It was wonderful having all our students back on-site this week after the long weekend. It is hard to believe that
we are entering Week 10! Thank you for all your support over the term.
Our teachers have been busy writing your child’s report over the term and we hope you enjoy reading these
Stephanie Ficarra
A/Assistant Principal

with your child when they are emailed to you during the week.

Attitudes to School Survey
Upon returning from virtual learning, our students have been engaging in homeroom conversations in the lead
up to the Attitudes to School Survey to evaluate how they are feeling at school, as we know living amid a
pandemic brings challenges that our students have never faced before. The role of the homeroom teacher is
essential in creating an environment for productivity, trust and support both in and outside the classroom.
Felicity Mayes
A/Assistant Principal
Year 7

These conversations are essential for building a strong middle school by discussing and responding to our
students' needs and concerns. All 7-9 students will sit the Attitudes to School Survey this week and classroom
discussions will continue to take place to ensure we are creating a positive learning environment for all our
middle years' students.

WynSpeak
On Wednesday evening, Bhavya Jandhyala (8D) and Vedant Joshi
(7L) presented their speech for the WynSpeak grand final via Zoom. A
James Blay
A/Assistant Principal
Year 8

range of staff attended the Zoom meeting also to view our students’
performances and we were so proud of both our students as they
presented their speeches with confidence and precision. Bhavya and
Vedant started their WynSpeak journey at the beginning of the year in
Term 1 and have invested so much time and effort into preparing for this
evening. Both students spoke so well, however, we are pleased to
announce that Bhavya came runners-up, receiving a trophy and $200 prize
money! Congratulations, Bhavya!

Melanie Russell
A/Assistant Principal
Year 9

House Chess Competition
Over the last couple of weeks, both

Bhavya Jandhyala (8D) and Vedant Joshi
(7L) representing Alamanda College at the
WynSpeak Grand Final via Zoom

on-site and virtually, our students
have engaged in a House Chess Competition. On Friday, we held the
Championship in the theatre. All classes watched the finale through
Jeff Dent
A/Assistant Principal
Specialists

WebEx and the atmosphere was full of excitement as they watched
every move with awe. A huge congratulations to the 4 students who
represented their house in the Championship on Friday: Jack Song
from 7F in Clark, Allen Chen from 7J in Clark, Ryan Ho from 8G in
Clark and Eric Yang from 7L in Wood.
Ryan and Eric were successful in playing in the finale. It was a very
suspenseful game but Ryan made a tactful move and won in the end!! Well done, Ryan.

Michael Hick
A/Assistant Principal
Electives

Donna McCarthy
Learning Specialist
Year 7

Callum Hickson
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 7
Congratulations to the 4 students who represented their house in the Championship on Friday: Jack Song—7F in Clark, Allen Chen—7J in Clark, Ryan
Ho—8G in Clark and Eric Yang—7L in Wood. Ryan and Eric were successful in playing in the finale with The Inaugural Championship shield was
awarded to Ryan Ho—8G

Chantelle Nedelkovski
Learning Specialist
Year 8

Katherine Sadler
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 8

Sarah Sobey
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 8

John Bugden
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 9

Alice Osborne
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Electives

Will Soo
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Everest

Ryan Ho—8G and Eric Yang—7 were successful in playing in the finale.

The Inaugural Championship shield was awarded to Ryan Ho—
8G.

Retrospection – Alamanda Art Show
We have an Art Exhibition currently located in Café Dare, showcasing art pieces from our Alamanda Community. In this art show,
student artists have transferred to their canvases, ideas, life experiences and emotions. This exhibition is a celebration of hope and
courage. The works are a combination of the students’ passion for storytelling through imagery, acrylic paintings, penwork, pencilling,
and by capturing the rich diversity within these artists, the works challenge the viewer to consider what retrospection means to them.
If you are in Café Dare, please view the students work that they have worked tirelessly on over the semester. Our students are very
talented and they have presented their work in the Café with so much pride. A huge Congratulations to all students and staff
members involved!
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Year 8 Textiles
We have also had our wonderful Year 8 Textiles students showcase their design work in Café Dare. Students used the Middle Years
Program (MYP) Design Cycle to design, create and evaluate a pair of pyjamas (t-shirt and shorts). Students had the opportunity to
choose and order their own fabric and worked within the budget of the project. Students also learned how to take accurate bod y
measurements and followed instructions to accurately pin, sew and overlock all the seams and hems of the pyjamas. An outstanding
effort by all Year 8 Textiles students!

Sherlock Holmes
We are extremely excited to present the 2021 Years 7-9 theatrical performance of Sherlock Holmes and the First Baker Street
Irregular. This Sherlock Holmes classic features many beloved characters including Sherlock Holmes, Dr Watson and Mrs
Hudson. Two years in the making, our cast has been rehearsing in person and online to create a truly memorable performance to be
enjoyed by the whole community. Tickets are now on sale! The dates of the performance are Thursday 22 nd July, Friday 23rd July and
Saturday 24th July.
Over half the tickets have already sold so please head to the following link to purchase yours so you do not miss out! https://
www.trybooking.com/BRKSJ
We hope your children have a wonderful last week of Term 2 and have a happy 2-week break! We look forward to a busy and exciting
Term 3.
Kind regards

Stephanie Ficarra
Acting Assistant Principal—Senior School
on behalf of the Acting Assistant Principals and the 7-9 Mini School
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Alamanda College is excited to be participating.
The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including:
 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
 a modern user-friendly interface
 rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set
number of books by 17 September 2021.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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Welcome to the 2021 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge.

For children not yet at school, the Premiers’ Reading Challenge invites parents and carers to experience 40
books with their child. For students from Prep to Grade 2, the Premiers’ Reading Challenge is to read or experience 30 books, and for students in years 3 to 10, the Premiers’ Reading Challenge is to read 15 books.

The Hon James Merlino MP
Acting Premier of Victoria
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