Senior-Primary School Newsletter—Term 3—2021

Dear Parents, Guardians
Friends of the College

STAY SAFE
KEEP THE CHILDREN AT HOME IF
POSSIBLE.

Due to this current

SO I lockdown
CAN KEEP ADULTS AT HOME.
period
KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE.



All visitors to Alamanda
College
will
be TOGETHER
required to
WE CAN
BEAT
THIS
make an appointment to
ALAMANDA
COMMUNITY
be onsite.

FIGHTING
VIRUS DOWN
PleaseTHE
telephone
the
College’s Office to assist
you with your booking
—8376 5200—

TOGETHER.



All Parent—Teacher—
Student Conferences will be
held online on Monday, 26 July 2021
Tuesday, 27 July 2021
Wednesday, 28 July 2021

Bookings for Conferences
will be open on Tuesday, 19
July 2021 at 2.00pm

and

At the end of this first week of Term 3, I did
not envisage we would be in a lockdown
period which may not end this Tuesday.
Terms 1 and 2 were certainly challenging for
us all—returning to be part of such a large
school community, but by the last weeks of
Term 2, the staff and myself could feel the
positive community vibe returning and we
were all very positive about our programming
in Term 3. Like our families, we have no way
of really knowing the way forward to
accurately predict the future return to school.
All I can say, on behalf of all staff and
students, is that we all want to be at school,
learning together, challenging each other and
to be honest even annoying each other, as
these are all very much community
interactions that help us learn “to be”
successful in our life journey.
Never underestimate the power of the
discussion and arguments held between
students as learning opportunities for life,
every adult knows that learning to negotiate
within all our relationships at every level is
very much part of every day life, in the home
with friends and at places of work. I
appreciate that we want our children to come
to school every day and have a wonderful
time, but in truth the difficult times are all part
of the journey.
We are back in difficult times, these at home
periods add pressure for families—they put
increased pressure on relationships and they
limit our ability to get out of each other’s way
to reduce tensions, this really tests parents.
We know that during these times the
students / children / tweens tend to withdraw
to bedrooms and engage in more online
activities. Last time we returned from a short
lockdown the students were very able to
readjust, however, upon return in 2020 after
months at home the students struggled and
some students had formed new relationships
and habits that were very disturbing for their
mental health. It is best to be mindful in the

early days of this lockdown. Please check in
with your children/tweens and note their
online activities. We had many children/
tweens returning with unhealthy habits from
lockdown that have stayed with them into the
new year. These habits—like all poor habits
are really hard to change. Quiet kids in their
bedrooms is not desirable, we know it
appears to be more manageable for parents
but let me assure you—families thrive when
they support each other so please limit alone
time.
To this point we will do our best to keep our
online presence engaging and interactive for
our students.
Monday has been prioritised for future
planning revamping parts of the online
learning programming.
Your Assistant
Principals will mention these changes or
inclusions into program offerings for kids in
their newsletter articles—this is a work in
progress .
Unfortunately, many of our programs planned
to commence in Term 3 now need to be
postponed. Please check your child’s year
level Schoolbox page for updates, we will
keep a steady information flow on these
pages and on Instagram as alerts. Our
intention is to reschedule events as it is
critical that the children have activities,
excursions and trips to look forward to upon
return. Sherlock Holmes theatre performance
is now deferred but our cast are ready to put
this show on, we just need the audience. At
worst, we will video the performance through
live steaming, as the show must go on—this
is absolutely necessary for the cast as they
have devoted many hours to this theatre
production.
Parent Teacher three way conferences or
student led conferences are also being
reviewed.
The students role in these
interviews sits at the centre of this process.
Each learner selects, reflects and presents
the learning that best reflects their personal
learning growth. The challenge for us is
simple—the children are not at school

reviewing their workbooks and preparing their portfolio pieces. This means the conference is suffering due to
lack of preparation time.
Last term I asked teachers to saviour the last 2 weeks of term with the children, with our focus sharply on
health and well being, enjoying our return to school as opposed to preparing for the student conferences—this
was to be our Term 3 focus.
Niki Sylaidos
Years 5 & 6 Leading
Teacher
Special Needs Education
Support—Prep/yrs 5-6

Please accept our apologies for timetabling changes. This pandemic continues to disrupt our lives. The
challenge is to restructure, realign and reschedule—this is our immediate work.
I appreciate I have not given you new timelines or dates, I am preparing us all for another period of online
learning and disruption. We will of course place our immediate attentions to rebuilding our Term 3 program
whilst in lockdown.
Stay well, try to walk every day, talk to friends, rebuild 2020 hand sanitiser habits.
Together we can do this again, hoping for a return Wednesday, but preparing for a longer at home period.
Let’s do it again, beat this virus.
We are team Alamanda—largest school community in the state.

Kate Crimmins
PLC Leader -Year 4
Special Needs Education
Support—Yrs 1-2/3-4

Lyn Jobson
Principal

Farewell and Thank you to Marjolein Reynolds

Sarah O’Connor
Leading Teacher/Learning
Specialist
Year 9
Special Needs Education
Support—Yrs 7-9

Marjolein has served our community starting her journey with Alamanda in 2015. Marjolein is a parent
and teacher within the community and those who worked with Marjolein know her commitment to our
families and beautiful children. Marjolein has taken the opportunity to engage in a new State program
for students with learning challenges (haven’t we all). She will be an asset to the roll out of this new
program, but of course, we will all miss her bubbly personality, infectious smile but most importantly, her
tireless work on behalf of our community, in particular, the children.
We send her best wishes, much love and many many thanks.

Niki Sylaidos, Kate Crimmins and Sarah O’Connor will pick up the role within their mini schools
supported by their Assistant Principals.
Kindest regards

Joanne Large
Primary Specialist
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

Lyn
Georgia, Helen, Ellin, Hannah, Carmen
Stephanie, Felicity, Michael, Melanie, Jeff, James
Principal and Assistant Principals

Matthew Cramp
Rida Su (Jing)
Kyra Hendry
Primary PE
Primary LOTE
Primary Art
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kelly Baillie
Special Education
Co-ord Support

Ramyani Dutta
Special Education
Co-ord Support

Prep
sometimes require a lot of attention, so we are doing

Dear Families
Welcome back to Term 3! Of course this is not what
we have anticipated, however we have a plan in
place to ensure our children are engaged and our
families are supported. Your child’s classroom
Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal

teacher will be providing a daily schedule on
Seesaw,

including

links

to

live

classes

with

specialists and daily activities to complete. We
encourage all of our students to come to the morning
meetings, which are held daily on Webex at 9am.
The morning is the most crucial time for learning,
where our minds are sharp and ready to learn! We

our absolute best to ensure our youngest students
are occupied and completing activities with as much
independence as possible. On Thursday, we sent
home literacy books, beautiful word books and some
stationery if needed. We will keep an eye on the
supplies and if we do in fact go into a further
lockdown period, we will reassess the items we have

provided to families. We endeavour to touch base
with our families who we believe may need extra
support, as always please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any concerns or queries.

have a set recess and lunch time for our students,
Devi Subramaniam
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

which we have purposefully kept the same as the
rest of the school. We hope this makes lunches and
snack time easier in our households! We understand
and acknowledge that supporting Prep students can

Suzie Matthies
Joanne Foster
Lachlan Moore
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Student Conferences
As Lyn has mentioned in her newsletter, student led
conferences are just around the corner, which are
scheduled for week 3. This is such a milestone in

Kat Oikawa

your child’s schooling, where for the first

success, reflect on learning goals and the

time you will get to see your child share

commitment to learning from the children

and reflect on their work. The Preps

and their educators.

mainly present their work in the form of a
hardcopy portfolio, with approximately 10
-15 pieces of student learning from
Semester one. These pieces of work do

Please watch this space, as once we hear
more regarding restrictions, we will post
our next steps to booking a time slot!

not necessarily need to be ‘star pierces’,
a portfolio is more so about the learning
process as opposed to finished pieces.

Artefacts

So alongside published work, you will

The Preps are starting to launch their new

see evidence of the learning journey

Unit of Inquiry ‘The power of storytelling

through drafts, plans and edited work.

can influence our morals and ethical

When reflecting on student work, we

purpose’ this week. To support and

generally prompt students and rehearse

deepen students understanding of the

the following reflection starters:

Central Idea, we are calling on families to

•

photograph.

This piece of work I was learning
to…

Most families, have a particular story that

•

I am proud of…

•

Next time I might…

they simply love to read together. These
stories may have a variety of purposes,

The beautiful thing about Prep is you will
truly get to see how much progress your
child has made. Most teachers put the
very

first

writing

sample

into

the

portfolios to compare to more recent
work. It’s important to remember that this
event is not a parent teacher interview this is a time instead to celebrate student
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submit an artefact, in the form of a

whether it is to send a message, to
entertain or to learn new information.
They can be read through a book or told
through oral language. Regardless of the
story, we know many fond moments and
memories are made during story telling
with families. Over the week, we are
asking families to capture this moment
and submit the photo via Seesaw with a

brief explanation as to why story telling is

capable hands, with Rachel Wilson taking

important to your family.

over the reigns. Rachel is venturing into
her second career, after spending 19

Whilst typing up this section for the

years in nursing, specialising in neonatal

newsletter, I managed to find an old

care. Rachel and Devi are completing a 3

family photo with my dad and my older

week hand over process, ending at the

sister, reading one of many picture story
books that we had in our collection! My
love for good literature and quality mentor
texts has not changed! I have many fond
memories of reading with my dad, and we
can’t wait to see some moments of our
families engaged in reading at home!

completion of week 3. The students will
who will be a welcoming addition to her

be able to introduce Ms Wilson to their

family. Devi has been a very influential

parents at the student led conference! We

leader across our team, giving so much

wish Ms Devi all the best!

support to our teachers through coaching
and support. She is known for her high
expectations of students and believes in
the power of student voice within the

Farewell

classroom. I personally am going to miss

The Prep team would like to say a big

very

farewell to our Prep Learning Specialist,
Ms Devi. Ms Devi is taking maternity
leave to have her third child, a baby boy,

having Devi around as she has been a
supportive

educator

who

implements Alamanda’s mission and
vision daily. Prep J however is in such
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Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal - on behalf
of the Prep Team

Years 1 & 2
Dear Families

understanding.

It is hard to believe we are starting week two of term
3. We continue the challenge of keeping our students
engaged to maintain their thirst for learning. Reading
reports and blogs from educators around the world
Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal

the common challenge, seems to be maintaining
daily contact with all students. Our aim with remote
learning this term is to maintain the interaction
between teachers and students by providing the
instruction so that parents can concentrate on their
work. Ensuring the children are dressed and finished
with breakfast to start the day at 9am is a great help
for a calm start to the day. The Specialist teachers

Ellin Tideswell
A/Assistant Principal

have provided their links and the times they will be
conducting their lessons - these are posted on each
class SchoolBox page. Recess is from 11am until
11:30am and lunch from 12:30 until 1:00pm. Also
encouraging physical activity happens during recess
and lunch breaks will help the children re-set for the

Laura Hawes
Year 1 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Lyn

mentioned,

some

new

decisions regarding student led conferences will be
made as soon as we have more definitive information
about the length of this isolation period, as we will
need to work develop some new plans to execute.
The student led conferences are an opportunity for
your child to reflect on this semester’s learning goals,
their effort and commitment and to celebrate their

successes. This is a very important event for our
learners. For parents new to the school – your child
will share their work samples as evidence of their
learning. During your child’s presentation you will be
asked if you have any questions or feedback. This is
an opportunity to share the things you have noticed
about your child’s progress. Please take time during
this home learning time to note your observations
about your child to add to the conversation during the
conference. Your perspective is a valued part of the
parent-school partnership.

next lessons. As we listen to the Premier and

It is important that your child joins the class at 9am

Department of Education and Training up-dates we

each morning on SchoolBox via WebEx. The

will adapt our programs and provide more information

teachers will on discuss the day’s learning intentions

via SchoolBox and email. Please be assured there

and expectations and provide information about small

are many conversations happening behind the

group work and conferencing sessions to happen

scenes.

incursions

throughout the day. The teachers are emphasising

organised for our students and will be making many

We

have

comprehension skills when reading, demonstrating

telephone

calls

to

excursions
organise

and

of

and modelling through ‘think-alouds’. They are also

alternatives dates as we want the children to have

the

possibility

working with small groups of students in for reading

the experiences as planned. Thank you for your

so that the students are re-engaged with their

support and let’s hope that this is a short isolation!

personal goal setting and are able to focus on the

We had anticipated the five-day lockdown based
Aimee Smart
Year 2 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

As

upon an ABC news posting on Thursday,and we
quickly added a homework worksheet, pencils, a
workbook and all iPads to the children’s schoolbags.
Hopefully these materials will be useful for the days
at home. Before Thursday the students had been
putting the final touches to their e-portfolios and
hardcopy portfolios including the work samples that
best reflect their growth in their knowledge and

Bradley Smith
Year 1

Jessica Cook
Year 2

Molly Elford
Year 2

areas they need to practise to make improvements.
Some students are receiving extra support from our
literacy support staff and they have a specific time to
join that teacher. The selective use of ‘mentor texts’
are proving to be a highlight. These mentor texts are
high quality stories chosen to demonstrate a
particular aspect of a writer’s craft or a context to
extend the children’s vocabulary. Please ask your
child to check the next day’s schedule before going to

Lauren Houareau
Year 2

Professional Learning Community Leaders

Georgia Skeen
Year 2

bed – the teachers post an outline of the

community within and beyond school.

Students exercise agency by making

daily schedule with hints for the materials

Through action, students develop a

responsible choices; these choices can

required for the day’s activities.

sense of belonging to local and global

sometimes include conscious decisions

communities.

It is so important that we stay connected
as a community and that you and your
family and our staff remain safe. Thank
you for ‘doing the right thing’ for our
community.

and

not to act. It may be that students take

recognize the interconnectedness and

They

understand

time to research and reflect upon possible

interdependence of issues, and consider

courses of action and decide against

these from multiple perspectives (Oxfam

taking action because of the connected

2015, UNESCO 2015).

consequences and potential impact on

Initiated by students, PYP action is
authentic,

meaningful,

mindful,

others (Boix Mansilla, Jackson 2011).
PYP

learning

communities

engage

responsible and responsive. Action could

students individually and collectively with

Helen Welsh

be:

local

Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2 MiniSchool

•

a change in attitude

•

a consideration or plan for action in

community contribute to an open and

the future

dynamic environment for engaging with

a demonstration of responsibility, or

the world. Students feel encouraged to

of respect for self, others and the

take action as a response to past and

environment

present inquiries. They are autonomous

Taking Action

•

Action, the core of student agency, is
integral to the Primary Years Programme

(PYP)

learning

process

and

to

the

•

a

commitment

to

leading

or

international-mindedness. It is also what

group

collective

action,

students

come

to

understand the responsibilities associated
with being internationally minded and to

•

an engagement in school decision-

Parents and other members of the
learning community can support student

competent,

capable and active agents of change
(Oxfam 2015).
Students taking action in response to their
inquiries lays a foundation for community
service in the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) and creativity, activity, service
(CAS) in the Diploma Programme (DP).
Action is a means for students to show
that they have linked their learning to reallife issues and opportunities, and that they
are developing responsible dispositions
and

behaviours

physical

towards

environments

social

and

to

supported (Hart 1992; Nimmo 2008).

decision-making.

can choose to take to make a difference,
as

their actions will be appreciated and

in community, local and global

students see tangible actions that they
themselves

in taking action and are confident that

Supporting action

others for a shared purpose. When

see

and

making or an expression of support

appreciate the benefits of working with

they

challenges

2015). All members of the learning

participating in a youth advocacy

schooling. Through taking individual and

global

opportunities through action (UNESCO

programme’s overarching outcome of
sets apart the PYP from more traditional

and

and
the
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action by:

Year 1 News

•

Welcome back!

acknowledging the various forms of
action that occur

•
•
•

helping children connect action with

Teachers also enjoy this experience as it
gives us the opportunity to listen to our

We have started the term with a blend of

students speak about all the wonderful

students and how they are adapting to

Many classes have revisited the PYP

engaging children in dialogue around
what action is

the different styles of learning.

analysing the scope of possibilities

We were very delighted to be back and

Students

see the students ready to learn in class

understanding of what it means to be kind

at the beginning of the week. We are

and show empathy through play and

starting our fourth Unit of Inquiry around

writing positive messages to a friend or by

innovation

reflecting on things they are grateful for.

encouraging children to consider the

and

collaborating as needed, to plan and

carry out action
allotting time for children to apply
their learning about action

building

an

persistence to achieve a goal.

developing

traits.

a

deep

with

planned

excursions

to

demonstrated great independence this

to the inquiry units explored in classrooms

week by choosing goals to work on for

and

the term. They have been thinking about

connections to what they have learnt and

what they already know and what they

what they know.

can do to set new achievable goals

WebEx is back!!! We love and hate

and maintaining connections to local

lessons to support the growth and

and wider communities by providing

development of every student.

in

are

certain

museums and zoos. These will be linked

across many discipline areas. Teacher’s

opportunities,

represent

Across the year level, students have

use student goals to help plan targeted

learning

that

We have much to look forward to this
term

supporting children in establishing

service

Learner Profile, making connections to
actions

understanding of the importance of

guiding children to reflect on their
action when necessary

•

provided.

impressed by the resilience of our young

actions and adjust their course of

•

links

things they have learnt.

actions

•

the

online and onsite learning. We are very

appropriateness and impact of their

•

via

lived /personal experiences

for action

•

appointment

will

allow

student

to

make

learning from home. Some positives are,
we can come to “school” (WebEx) in our
pyjamas, but mostly we love learning
together and this is what we miss most.

This week, students have been working

We are making the most of our situation

on their portfolios and preparing their

and we have fun learning experiences

presentations

of

planned for our students. We have some

Action is an essential part of the learning

scripts. Students are very excited to

new digital tricks to learn and we are

process. Please discuss with your child

share their learning with their families

preparing for our conferences.

their understanding of action, and any

and we encourage you all to make an

response

to

need,

such

as

volunteering.

action they have taken in connection with
our Units of Inquiry.

Ellin Tideswell
Acting Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2
Mini-School
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including

the

use

Year 2 News
Students have been concluding their third
Unit of Inquiry. The transdisciplinary
theme was ‘Where We Are in Place and
Time’

and

the

Central

Idea

was

‘Explorations can lead to discoveries,
opportunities and challenges.’ Students
were given the opportunity to select how

they

wanted

to

demonstrate

their

understanding of their learning. Some
students chose to present their learning
Thank you to all our families for your support at home and helping your child/ern with
uploading videos and navigating online platforms such as schoolbox.

Suzi Koneski on behalf of Timetable B Year 1

using dioramas, videos, creating posters,
science

experiments

and

writing

information reports.
To introduce the next Unit of Inquiry, Year
Two

students

attended

an

incursion

where they began to inquire into the
different systems in the human body.
Students conducted a range of science

experiments and worked together to test,
hypothesize and reflect on some major
functions of the human body. The first
experiment involved mixing cabbage juice
with water, gastric juice and antacid
where they witnessed a change in colour.
They then mixed the gastric juice and the
antacid together to see the very cool
chemical reaction - which reflected the
similar chemical reaction that occurs in
the

digestive

completed

system.

several

Students

tests

where

then
they

measured their heart rate, eyesight and
brain speed. This incursion provided an
engaging provocation for each student’s
thinking about the human body. This
experience provoked many wonderings
from students and has begun to guide our
inquiry this term.
The year two students visited the school
theatre to launch the fourth Unit of Inquiry.
They watched a video to promote their

curiosity.

Students

showed

great

enthusiasm and couldn’t wait to get back
to class to begin their new learning.
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Students will be given many opportunities

idea and taking notes to help plan their

In Numeracy, students will be extending

to ask questions throughout the Unit of

information reports. In guided reading,

their understandings about multiplication.

Inquiry. We would love you to support

teachers

with

They will be exploring different strategies

your child’s thinking by talking about

students to ‘think within the text’ using

such as skip counting, repeated addition,

‘human body systems’ and coming up

reading strategies such as monitoring,

arrays and groups to consolidate their

with a wondering at home. Students are

self-correcting,

understanding of single digit multiplication

encouraged to bring in an artefact to

solving

share to the class, which supports the

inferential meaning, and summarising.

more complicated multiplication problems.

In Writing, we will be learning about

In Measurement and Geometry, students

explanation texts. Students will focus on

will be continuing to explore length and

using language features such as linking

capacity. They will be using both informal

words,

vocabulary,

and formal units of measurement to

Central Idea ‘The effective interactions

between human body systems contribute
to health and survival.’ This assists each
student to build their confidence by
speaking in front of an audience.

have

words,

subject

been

working

maintaining
making

specific

fluency,

literal

and

before applying their knowledge to solve

present tense and examples of ‘cause

measure order and compare the length or

In Reading, students have been focussing

and effect’ relationships, to explain how

capacity of objects.

on

by

or why things happen. Using their

summarising and note taking. Students

‘thinking

understanding of the different systems in

have

the human body, students will write an

Lauren Houareau

explanation text about systems.

PLC Leader, Timetable B

been

within
reading

the
and

text’

viewing

information texts related to our central
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Years 3 & 4
Year 4 Camp

Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal

We recently had three groups return from a

belongings.

wonderfully

exciting

two-night

camp

adventure.

quite challenging for younger people. They children

Camp Oasis in Mt Evelyn was our destination, a

had a ball, hanging out with their friends, making new

beautiful site at the foot of Mt Dandenong, which

friends, and challenging themselves in new ways. I

hosts all sorts of adventure activities such as archery,

have now held both a snake and a blue tongue lizard!

flying fox, rock climbing and initiative games. There
were also creative and educational pursuits such as
candle making, discos, the reptile house and
playdough Pictionary.

Jaymee Stigwood
A/Assistant Principal

These seem simple tasks but can be

Many thanks to the staff and parent helpers who took

part in the camp. The opportunity for the children to
work with such wonderful adult mentors is a
meaningful experience.

The contribution of the

Camp is definitely a worthwhile experience for all, on

parent helpers is imperative to the smooth running of

so many levels. It was lovely to see the maturing

our camping programme, so once again, a huge

resilience of the children, with many experiencing

thank you to those who came along.

their first nights away from home. They did a great
job of setting up their rooms, moving from group to
group, caring for their peers and packing up their

Teegan Brown
Year 3 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Marita Lofthouse
Year 4 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Alanna Askew
Year 3

Megan Dalakouras
Year 3

Lauren McDonald
Year 3

Kate Crimmins
Year 4

Professional Learning Community Leaders

Jade Farrar
Year 4

Ashleigh Krajnc
Year 4

New Units of Inquiry
Many of our teachers were in over the holidays planning our new
units of inquiry. We used a collation of questions from the
students to frame the new Central Ideas, ensuring the inquiry
connects to their significant wonderings about the world.
Teachers are now providing rich provocations to connect the
children in with the concepts and ideas, establishing rich
foundational knowledge which sets the scene for personal
investigations.

Grade 3 Unit
The Grade 3 unit links to many questions the children had about
why they look the way they do, who they are as individuals and
what their lives will be like in the future. They wondered about
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the differences between people and the personal preferences of
themselves, their families and their friends. The unit provides an
opportunity to explore what we can and can’t change about
ourselves, particularly relating to behaviours, emotions and
mental health and wellbeing. This links directly with the Victorian
Governments Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships
curriculum outlined further below.
Central Idea: Nature and nurture influence who we become as
human beings
Lines of Inquiry:

•

Our physical features as humans

•

The influence of upbringing and society on our sense of self

•

How our behaviour, decisions and wellbeing are impacted

by our context

Key Concepts:
Function - How does it work?
The understanding that everything has a
purpose, a role or a way of behaving that
can be investigated.

Causation - Why is it like it is?
The understanding that things do not just
happen. There are causal relationships at

work
and
that
consequences.

actions

have

Victorian Curriculum Key Learning
Areas: Science, Health, Personal and
Social Capability, Reading, Writing,
Maths

Grade 4 Unit
The year 4 unit stemmed from student
questions around the origins and unique
features of the earth and life on earth.

Coupled with questions around our place
in space and the universe, the unit formed
to understand how our position in the
solar system impact the ability of the
earth to sustain life.

Central Idea: The Earth is a unique
planet which supports life.

Lines of Inquiry:

•

The Earth's place in our Solar
System

•

The unique features of the Earth, its
surface and its atmosphere

•

Understanding how we study the
Earth in different ways

Key Concepts:
Form - What is it like?
The understanding that everything has a
form with recognizable features that can
be observed, identified, described and
categorized.

Causation - Why is it as it is?
The understanding that things do not just
happen; there are causal relationships at
work,
and
that
actions
have
consequences.

Victorian Curriculum Links: Geography,
Critical and Creative Thinking, Science,
Reading, Writing, Maths

Resilience,
Rights
Respectful Relationships

and

Teachers in grade 3 and 4 recently
explored the departmental policy and
programme
related
to
Respectful
Relationships. This programme supports
schools to promote and model respect,
positive attitudes and behaviours and
teaches our children how to build healthy
relationships, resilience and confidence.
The Royal Commission into Family
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Violence identified the critical role that
schools have in creating a culture of
respect to change the story in particular
around family violence for future
generations. Alamanda will continue to
embed this work in authentic contexts,
with teachers looking for opportunities to
model and explore the key ideas through
units of inquiry and in everyday situations.

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships (RRRR) learning materials
cover eight topics of Social and Emotional
Learning across all levels of primary and
secondary education: Emotional Literacy;
Personal Strengths; Positive Coping;
Problem Solving; Stress Management;
Help Seeking; Gender and Identity; and
Positive Gender Relationships.
The current year three unit will explore
some of these topics in connection with
their nature and nurture unit of inquiry.
Teachers aim to explore the following
learning goals:

•

•

•

Basic anatomy and the correct
terminology for body parts and their
function and how we grow and
change
Developing vocabulary to identify and
describe emotions - recognise those
emotions
in
self
(Zones
of
Regulation)
Identify and describe strategies to
manage and moderate emotions in a
range of familiar and unfamiliar
situations

•

Identify events/situations that are
associated with positive/negative and
comfortable/uncomfortable emotions.

•

Describe the influence that people,
situations and events have on their
emotions

•

Explore

strategies

to

manage

physical,
change

•

social

and

emotional

Describe and demonstrate what
respectful,
gender
inclusive
behaviours look like in action,
informed by human rights

Teachers will of course take into account
various cultural perspectives present in
our community, and approach these
lessons and conversations with respect
and open-mindedness. If you have any
questions of concerns please don’t
hesitate to contact me at the school.

A return to Remote Learning
As Ms Jobson mentioned we are all
shocked and surprised to find ourselves
yet again in another lockdown.
A
sudden brake gets put on the momentum
of
our
teaching
and
learning
programmes, which challenges all of us
both intellectually and emotionally. Our
previous
lockdown
provided
the
opportunity for us to revise and re-jig our
approach and settle on a model that was
favourable for parents and students and
manageable for teachers. So, our first
priority in planning is to engage and
connect students, ensuring they don’t
feel isolated and disengaged at this
challenging time. Our next priority is to
maintain and extend learning with the
opportunity to provide explicit teaching in
an online format. This is a big challenge,
but one that can be achieved through
careful planning of small group, whole
class and at times, one-on-one WebEx
sessions. We aim to balance this screen
time with self-paced tasks that children
can complete independently. Of course,
to motivate the children to complete
these tasks they have to be novel and
engaging.
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So, you will find a programme tailored to
these priorities, with these key elements:
Morning and afternoon meetings to check
in with the wellbeing of the students
and outline tasks

•

Serial reading of books to hook the
children
and
motivate
daily
connection

•

Explicit teaching in whole class
formats, including ‘break out’ rooms
to allow for collaboration and
discussion

•

Small group meeting times or one on
one conferences with teachers
targeting individual and group
learning goals

•

Self-paced tasks outlined on the
class Schoolbox page for daily
completion

•

Feedback provided on key pieces of
submitted work, as indicated by the
teacher

•

The use of various digital learning
tools such as Storybox Library,
Brainpop, Mathletics and ePlatform

•

Many fun, hands on and creative
tasks to connect and engage
students
such
as
cooking,
crafternoons and STEAM challenges

We hope that the programme will support
families at this difficult time. If you are
finding things difficult in terms of your
child’s engagement, please contact the
teacher and discuss the issues, as there
may be a mutually agreeable solution to
each situation.

Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal - Years 3 & 4

Years 5 & 6
Our Learning Journey
Teachers are continuing to provide rich learning
experiences utilising a variety of platforms and
educational links. Your child will experience 1:1
learning via Webex and video tutorials prepared by

Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal

their teachers as well as experiences to practise their
skills. Teachers are spending valuable time setting up
exciting learning experiences so that the students are
completing rich learning tasks. Students will be

Dear Parents and Carers

engaged

in

serial

reading,

teacher

guided

independent learning tasks and many more engaging
tasks.
Niki Sylaidos
Years 5 & 6 Leading
Teacher

I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all of

Updates: Families will be notified as soon as the

our returning students, and a warm welcome to our

school is notified from the Education Department

new students and their families who have recently

about return to school. Please do not hesitate to be

joined the Alamanda School Community. I would like

intouch should you require.

to wish you all the very best as you begin your

learning journey at Alamanda College.

Thank you to everyone for your patience and
understanding. Stay safe and keep an eye out on our
SchoolBox page for more updates.

Erik Stewart
Year 5
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

Victoria Lang
Year 6
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

Home and school learning
As we are well aware, Melbourne has entered a 5

Term 3 Assemblies

day lockdown. Although this is the current situation,

We kicked off the start of term three by coming

Alamanda College will remain open to support

together as a community in our assemblies. The main

students of parents who are essential workers.

topic

However, we would like to reassure you that if your

Conferences. We discussed the importance of the

child stays at home due to the current circumstances,

conferences and sharing our learning journey with

we are going to use SchoolBox as our home learning

our family. It is a time to reflect on personal growth

platform to ensure that all students are maintaining

and showcase the work you are most proud of.

continuous learning.

of

conversation

was

our

Student

Led

Alongside of the leader’s discussion we had a special
guest speaker, Shaeshaan from 6I. Shaeshan was
invited to talk about his learning journey, in particular

How Home learning will work:
Work will be updated daily on your child’s class
Schoolbox homepage, so please ensure your child
is checking this daily.

Mel Fletcher
Year 5

his maths project. He wowed the crowd with his
incredibly extensive knowledge on scientific notation
and Pythagoras’ theorem. As soon as Shaeshaan
started talking a deafening silence fell over the room.

Luke Muller
Year 5

Breannan Beattie
Year 6
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kate Francis
Year 6

Jess McArdle
Year 6
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All eyes were intensely focused on him. He elaborated on the
2

2

Year 5 Excursion Experience

2

formula; a + b = c , and how knowing the length of two sides of
a right-angled triangle means you can find the third. Shaeshaan

Dreamcity

explained how scientific notation can simplify how you represent

As part of our previous and upcoming Unit of Inquiry, under the

large numbers. He then related these concepts to well know
architecture, such as the Parthenon, the Pyramid of Giza, the

Transdisciplinary Theme of How the World Works and Who We

Eiffel Tower and the Petronas Twin Towers. As every

‘Systems’. The Year 5 students were given the opportunity to

presentation past, (He presented at three assemblies before we

visit Dreamcity, that inspired children and promoted the positive

re-entered lockdown) Shaeshaan improved on his presentation

experiences in Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts

skills, becoming more confident whilst incorporating images of

and Mathematics (STEAM).

these famous pieces of architecture so that his audience could

The students participated in a variety of activity pods where the

begin to understand the complex theorem.
Well done, Shaeshaan, you impressed us all.

Are, linked to the concepts ‘Technology’, ‘Innovation’ and

students experienced careers in the future; exploring the power
of science and technology in our everyday lives. The students
experienced a world where science, technology, engineering,

Niki Sylaidos
Leading Teacher—Years 5 & 6

the arts and maths collide in a variety of professions such as
being a pilot, sports scientist, firefighter, neonatal nurse and
a surgeon.

Year 6 Excursion Experience
Melbourne Museum & IMAX
The Year 6 team participated in an excursion to Melbourne
Museum and a viewing at IMAX as an introduction to our
upcoming Year 6 PYP Exhibition. At The Melbourne Museum,
the students participated in an IMAX viewing of The Story of
Earth 3D. In this Australian film, expert geologists will guide
students from the Pilbara in Western Australia to the geothermal
pools of Iceland, using contemporary geology to teach us about
our Earth and solar system.
Students then experienced two exhibitions: Dynamic Earth and

Dinosaur Walk. During the Dynamic Earth exhibition students

5/6 Minischool Learning
The year five and six students had the opportunity to participate
in various excursions this week. Excursions are a key way to
develop a child's confidence as they are able to explore and
begin to understand the real world. By getting out and exploring,
children get to know different spaces in their local community
and can experience the natural environment outside of their
immediate world.
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were immersed in information about our
ever-changing Earth. They were then able
to walk among skeletons of prehistoric
animals.

The

importance

of

Lines of Inquiry:

apply their learning of previous years,

•

Mental health

and to reflect on their journey through

•

Diseases

•

People learn in different and unique

•

ways (Brain Function)

Powerful

Provocations…

the PYP

•

To provide an authentic process for
assessing student understanding

•

D.N.A. - Genetics, blood types, cells

To demonstrate how students can
take action as a result of their

•

Turns on enthusiasm

•

Encourages students’ voice

•

Amplifies curiosity

•

Sparks interest

experience that incorporates the key

•

Promotes perspective

elements of the PYP

•

Identifies investigations

•

Triggers wonder

learning

•

Year 6

To unite the students, teachers,
parents and other members of the
school community in a collaborative

•

from primary to middle/secondary

During Term 3, Year 6 students at

•

Engages background knowledge

•

Enables connections to be made

•

Ignites creativity

•

Reflects self-interests

To celebrate the transition of learners
education

Alamanda College will be involved in an
in-depth, collaborative inquiry, known as
the PYP Exhibition.

Transdisciplinary Theme:

This

year,

opportunity

What is the PYP Exhibition?

students
to

Powerfully motivating

•

Diagnostic for both student & teacher

•

Initiates goals

the

Are in Place and Time’.

event in the life of a PYP school and

An inquiry into our orientation in place

student, synthesising the key elements

and time:

whole

school

community.

It

is

an

Year 5 Current Unit of Inquiry

opportunity for students to exhibit the

(Currently in the development)

attributes of the learner profile that have
been

Transdisciplinary Theme: Who we are
An inquiry into the nature of the self;
beliefs and values; personal, physical,
mental, social and spiritual health; human
communities and cultures; rights and

developing

throughout

their

•

personal histories

•

homes and journeys

•

the discoveries, explorations and
migrations of humankind

engagement with the PYP.
The PYP exhibition has a number of key

•

•

To

provide

students

with

an
How can parents support the PYP

opportunity

human.

independence and responsibility for

exhibition?

their own learning

Parents/carers will:

The

effective

•

To

provide

being affect their evolving sense of self.

•

with

an

•

understand the purpose of exhibition.

perspectives

•

support and encourage students and

For students to synthesize and

•

teachers through the inquiry process

opportunity

interactions between health and well-

demonstrate

students

individuals

global perspectives

responsibilities; what it means to be

to

of

and civilizations, from local and

For students to engage in an indepth, collaborative inquiry

•

the relationships between and the
interconnectedness

purposes including the following:

relationships including families, friends,

Idea:

explore

the

The exhibition represents a significant

of the PYP, and sharing them with the

Central

have

Transdisciplinary Theme of ‘Where We

•

Our

will
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to

explore

multiple

•

be informed by reading newsletters,

The aim of community assistance is for

•

Biodiversity

Class

attending

students to listen to a wide variety of

school

public speakers, with expertise in the

•

Cultural diversity

Dojo

meetings,

•

messages,
checking

the

following areas:

help students access resources –

•

Sustainability

people,

•

Community projects

•

Engineering

•

Sport Science

•

The Arts

knowledge with the students, we would

•

Science & Technology

love to hear from you.

Advancements

If you are able to assist us, please contact
Carmen Sacco, via

places,

media,

and

information

•

provide expert subject knowledge

where applicable

•

act

as

mentors

as

required

or

appropriate

•

encourage independent inquiry and
respect student ownership of the
process

•

Coding

reflect on and give feedback on the

•

Robotics

exhibition

•

Careers & Jobs

celebrate with students by attending

•

Musical Advancements

•

Migration

Community Assistance:

•

Medical Advancements

Community assistance is a vital part of

•

Biotechnology

engaging the students into provoking

•

Homelessness

•

Human rights

•
•

If you are interested in assisting with our

website, talking with students

the presentation of the exhibition

interest in their area for inquiry.

Powerful Provocations…..

•
•
•

Turns on enthusiasm

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sparks interest

•

Diagnostic for both student & teacher

Encourages students’ voice
Amplifies curiosity

Promotes perspective
Identifies investigations
Triggers wonder
Engages background knowledge
Enables connections to be made
Ignites creativity
Reflects self-interests
Powerfully motivating

Initiates goals
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Grade 6 Exhibition, we are looking for a
wide variety of presenters from the school
and local community to speak to our
students, which will be during school
hours.

If you would be interested in sharing your

sac@alamandacollege.vic.edu.au or your
child’s classroom teacher.

Year 5 Reflections
Our warm welcome back to school for
term 3 has unfortunately been cut short
by

the

Victorian

Government’s

announcement of lockdown 5.0. Our year
5 students met this news, which was
delivered at short notice, with composure
and have begun the remote learning

phase with resilience and positivity. Their
demonstrated

adaptability

has

been

remarkable, and it is wonderful to see our
Alamanda students, families and wider
community rise to this challenge that is
now considered, the norm.
The staff and students continued to be
actively engaged in teaching and learning
opportunities based on the Unit of Inquiry

into Technology. Our much-anticipated
excursion to Dream City was met with
excitement as the students attended over
the course of 3 days, to experience a
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range of careers and explore how technology is related to our everyday lives. At this
fun and inclusive environment, students immersed themselves into a variety of
activities from flight simulators, fighting virtual fires, performing surgery, creating
podcasts and television news segments and virtual reality.
Shubhang 5D

Dream City is an educational centre in Melbourne where you can preview
occupations and the associated technology. My group started with the fire fighting
experience. Then the nursery, where we got our neo-natal nurse licence. This was
my favourite part as I am dreaming of getting a PHD in Medicine and become a
general practitioner. Next time I would love to experience the surgical section. I
enjoyed learning about the babies as it was a lot of fun and educational. I learnt how
technology is shaping our future and its critical role in our future occupations.
Tiumi 5D
Dream City was so much fun, and I feel it showed a great way of what some careers
and associated technology might look like. My group’s first activity was to perform
surgery using tools that surgeons use. Our next was electronics where we acted as
engineers and invented things. We also went into a studio to create a podcast which
was recorded. We also experienced aviation and learnt how to be a pilot and fly a
plane in a simulator. In this experience I learnt that technology has evolved to do
whatever we request in the field of employment. It really does help make things
easier.
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Identify and describe factors and

Connect three-dimensional objects with

multiples of whole numbers and use

their nets and other two-dimensional

them to solve problems.

representation.

Akhil

Faith

Create simple financial plans/

Lara

Goal setting
Goal setting is an evidence-based strategy used in classrooms to promote student outcomes directed to their point of need. The
Department of Education and Training’s framework of HITS - High Impact Teaching Strategies, indicates the need for students to
select goals to focus on that challenge and ultimately assist them in mastery of that topic.
Clear and concise planning and research allow students to create their own curiosity to develop a comprehension to the concepts of
their choice along with teacher support and guidance. Here are some examples of the evidence students use to depict their
understandings:

Sue Vandermeer—5D

Year 6 Reflections
Semester 2 has begun with Year 6 students embracing their final semester of primary school with enthusiasm and persistence.
Throughout the first week the Year 6 students have enjoyed an excursion to Melbourne Museum with a viewing at IMAX, as an
introduction to our upcoming Year 6 PYP Exhibition. Within this experience, they watched a film, The Story of Earth 3D. The
Australian film showcased geologists’ discussing the evolution of life from the Pilbara in Western Australia to the geothermal pools of
Iceland,

using

contemporary

geology

to

teach

us

about

our

Earth

and

solar

system.

When exploring the Museum, students were able to experience two exhibitions: Dynamic Earth and Dinosaur Walk. Students were
immersed with information about our ever-changing Earth and they embraced the opportunity to view skeletons of prehistoric animals

and models showcasing Earth’s evolution. Throughout the experience students were encouraged to seek inspiration for their
upcoming exhibition.
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On Wednesday, students participated
within an Exhibition Provocation Day. This
allowed students to gain insights into the
process and outcomes of the Year 6
Exhibition. The exhibition represents a
significant event in the life of a PYP
school and student, synthesising the
essential elements of the PYP, and
sharing them with the whole school
community. It is an opportunity for
students to exhibit the attributes of the
learner profile that they have been
developing throughout their engagement
with the PYP. This year, students will
have the opportunity to explore the
Transdisciplinary Themes of ‘Where We
Are in Place and Time’ and will be guided
when taking action on a topic of their
choice.

Jess McArdle
Year 6 PLC Leader

A friendly reminder that online learning
will continue on Monday 19th July and
Tuesday 20th July. On Wednesday 21st
July, Year 6 students will have the

opportunity to represent their house at the
Alamanda

College

Athletics

Carnival.

Students are required to wear their full
sports uniform to school on this day.
We look forward to seeing all students
embracing the final Semester of their
Primary years journey.
Partners in education

Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal—Years 5 & 6
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Years 7 to 9
Dear Parents and Guardians
We hope you enjoyed the Term 2 break and were able to make the most of eased restrictions, while they
lasted. It was wonderful to see our students back for the first 4 days of this term. There was a sense of
happiness, calm and excitement about being back. It was wonderful starting the week with year level
Stephanie Ficarra
A/Assistant Principal

assemblies, seeing our year 9 students working in the cafe and watching our students continue sports training,
cross country practice and Sherlock rehearsals.
Unfortunately, we find ourselves already in another lockdown, but we are really hoping it is short, so we can

resume on-site schooling as soon as possible. We have an exciting term ahead, filled with sporting
opportunities, camps, incursions and learning opportunities, so we hope we can resume normal programming
as soon as possible!

Felicity Mayes
A/Assistant Principal
Year 7

Sherlock Holmes
A huge thank you to our Sherlock Holmes cast and crew for all the efforts they have put into rehearsals. They
rehearsed over the school holidays also to be prepared for this week’s show. Unfortunately, this is now
postponed but we will be more excited than ever to watch it when we finally can! If you already have tickets,
there is no need to do anything! We will reschedule your tickets to the new dates, and you will remain in the
seats you originally booked. If you are unable to attend the new date provided to you, we will either offer you to

move to a different performance date or you may request a refund at that time. Thank you to Kelsey Dunlop,
Alice Osborne and Natalie Saunders for their dedication to the show and the performers. The cast, crew and
James Blay
A/Assistant Principal
Year 8

staff involved have shown such flexibility and commitment and you truly are stars!

Virtual Learning – Term 3
As we find ourselves learning and teaching virtually again, we are aware that our students' levels of motivation
and commitment vary while learning from home. We will continue using the modified schedule that we created
during the last lockdown, where students have a total of 3 hours of live WebEx a day while completing work
independently in between these sessions. The feedback from our students was that they preferred this model
Melanie Russell
A/Assistant Principal
Year 9

as it allowed them to go for walks, bike rides or spend time with their family in between as well as completing

work in a self-paced manner. The day will begin at 9:00 am with morning homeroom, and end with afternoon
homeroom at 2:50 pm. Attendance rolls will continue to be marked at AM and PM homeroom. The 3 WebEx
sessions will run at 9:30, 11:30 and 1:30. These sessions are composed of their core and elective subjects.
We aim to continue to engage our students in a variety of ways so if lockdown continues, we will be providing
as many interactive, fun and live demonstrations and activities as possible to ensure the students are receiving
a range of experiences and are still receiving a varied and comprehensive learning program. Students will be
engaging in online book clubs where they can socialise with their peers in break-out rooms, competing in

Jeff Dent
A/Assistant Principal
Specialists

homeroom competitions, watching live demonstrations in electives/specialist classes and of course, partaking
in a range of physical activities. We know how much our students love chess so students will continue to play
chess, virtually, and a range of other online activities where they can share experiences and have some fun
while learning from home! We endeavour to keep our house spirit alive by having our students participate in
house competitions. If we are still learning virtually when the Olympics begin, we will be adding this into our
program also to build national pride and to once again share viewing experiences with our peers. We will
continue to amend our program to meet the interests and needs of our students and discussions with staff and
students will continue this week to re-vamp our online program.

Michael Hick
A/Assistant Principal
Electives

Student-led conferences
Students are also preparing for their conferences by creating their portfolios, for both their core and elective
subjects. The conferences were postponed to this term, from term 2 to ensure students had adequate time to
prepare. When we returned from lockdown last term, we wanted our students to enjoy being back at school
again for the last 2 weeks of term 2 and not being consumed by their portfolios and conferences. Our
Donna McCarthy
Learning Specialist
Year 7

secondary students will continue to create their portfolios on Schoolbox while learning remotely. We
appreciate though, that students may have valuable learning in their exercise books or classrooms at school,
which they do not have access to. The leadership team will discuss the 3-way conferences this week as to
when and how these may go ahead. We will keep you all updated with important dates and times as soon as
we can, once we have a greater understanding of what the coming weeks look like.

Announcements
A huge congratulations to Catherine Crossley and her partner, Kris, for welcoming

Callum Hickson
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 7

a baby boy last week. Welcome to the Alamanda family, Isaac! We can’t wait to
meet you!

We would also like to thank and farewell Marjolein Reynolds. She has been a part

of the Alamanda Community for such a long time and you will be truly missed.
Thank you for all the support you have given our secondary students. The staff,
parents and students will miss you, but we wish you all the best in your next
journey!
Chantelle Nedelkovski
Learning Specialist
Year 8

We know there are some hotspots, including schools, in our local community and we must all remain vigilant
during these times to ensure we are back to ‘normal’ as soon as possible. We hope to see all our students, onsite, again soon!
If you need any support during these difficult times, please reach out. We are more than happy to assist our
families during these trying times.
Stay safe and well.

Katherine Sadler
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 8

Kind regards

Stephanie Ficarra
Acting Assistant Principal—Senior School on behalf of the Acting Assistant Principals and the 7-9 Mini School

Sarah Sobey
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 8
Sarah O’Connor
Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 9

John Bugden
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Year 9

Alice Osborne
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Electives

Will Soo
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist
Everest
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Alamanda College is excited to be participating.
The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including:
• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
• a modern user-friendly interface
• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set
number of books by 17 September 2021.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
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