Senior-Primary School Newsletter—Term 4—2021

Dear Alamanda Families and
Carers

STAY SAFE
KEEP THE CHILDREN AT HOME IF
POSSIBLE.

SO I CAN KEEP ADULTS AT HOME.
KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE.
WE CAN BEAT THIS TOGETHER

ALAMANDA COMMUNITY
FIGHTING THE VIRUS DOWN
TOGETHER.

It is wonderful to have all our students back to
our school and hear their chatter, the clanging
of iron from ball games against the walls and
at times, windows (oops). All our children are
excited and keen to be back on the Alamanda
site with friends and staff in their classrooms.
Learning from home—while a life saver during
the covid pandemic—is not the same as being
on site, sitting in a busy classroom and
interacting with the class and teachers. If we
have learnt anything we have surely realised
the importance of human contact and the
importance of human interaction beyond the
family unit.
I think we (the adults) all knew that we would
have COVID cases emerging in the school,
statistics and the daily case count almost
predicted this inevitable outcome.

foundation is : that children who are healthy
are being very resilient to this infection and
recovering fully. The cases at Alamanda have
all been asymptotic and the children are all
doing well. So we take some solace in our
experience to date and hope with our
Alamanda
that this first experience of covid
in our schools is the continued experience.
Unfortunately, I anticipate we will be closing
classes regularly.
I would strongly encourage all parents to let
the school know if your family has COVID as it
is most likely the children should not attend
school as they are pcc (primary close
contacts). I realise we are all becoming
familiar with the government and Heath DET
guidelines.

And so over this first week back to school we
have been notified of 5 individual cases or 3
families with covid infections in their home.
There is a very clear Department of Health
and regional (DET) protocol that we must
follow when we become aware of a covid
infection. Unfortunately I do not have the
ability to create the schedules or time lines
that are associated with the infections and
class closures.
I certainly wish to thank all families thus far
involved in a class closure, everyone has
been very respectful, very mindful of others
and behaved in a well balanced manner. I
take the time to mention this because COVID
infections are causing, and we have just
experienced 18 months of a pandemic, which
has heightened our responses to adversity.
A message for our community, one that we
have experienced although limited and
supported by the Murdoch children’s research

This week is Remembrance Day
11th November 2021
We will be using webex to host our service as
we cannot have groups of more than 500
gathering together. In our large school this is
barely 2 year levels.
Remembrance Day is always significant to all
Australian families. This year we can draw
sharp lines of comparison between our
struggle with lockdowns and the covid 19
pandemic and the thought of being stuck
overseas at war in trenches for years,
withdrawn from family, friends and community.
Such brave young people.

Superhero Day
Alamanda is joining with our local hero’s Caat and
Eef—sisters to Boet who sadly passed away as a
baby due to chronic lung disease .
Niki Sylaidos
Leading Teacher
Special Needs Education
Support—Prep/yrs 5-6

Let’s join in and have some community fun dressing
up as super heroes to help raise money for the
Murdoch children’s foundation. Parents get creative
and have fun ….

On Friday 19th November, Alamanda College will be
holding a Superhero Dress up day to raise funds for,
‘ByBoet’.

Kate Crimmins
PLC Leader -Year 4
Special Needs Education
Support—Yrs 1-2/3-4

ByBoet is an official charitable organisation
(www.byboet.org) and was started by a local Point
Cook family in memory of their son, Boet. Boet was
born almost 3 years ago, premature at 27 weeks
and severely growth restricted. He passed away at
8.5 months old after having spent his whole life in
hospitals. Boet passed away due to severe chronic
lung disease.

little brother Boet. It’s a fun dress-up day and is all
about the littlest fighters. The little people fighting for
their health, the families fighting for their loved ones
and the incredible doctors, nurses and researchers
fighting to save the lives of so many people. By
dressing up as a Superhero, you’re showing your
support for all these people who are the real hero’s
in our community.

Our cause this year
This year we are supporting research, together with
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute (MCRI). This
research aims to better understand lung function
straight after birth. The results will help to develop
better and more personalised resuscitation methods
and care for premature and sick-born babies.
When is Superhero Day?
Superhero Day will take place on November 19,
2021.
Cost
Gold Coin Donation

What is Superhero Day?
Superhero Day is a day that has been organised by
Caat and Eef, Boet’s big sisters, in memory of their
Sarah O’Connor
Leading Teacher/Learning
Specialist
Year 9
Special Needs Education
Support—Yrs 7-9

May this week be kind to you all

Lyn Jobson
Principal

Happy Diwali to our Alamanda
families
We hope you have a blessed, healthy and
prosperous Diwali.

Joanne Large
Primary Specialist
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

A very Happy Diwali to you and your family

Kyra Cook
HendryVic 3030 Matthew Cramp
Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
Primary PE
Primary Art
Email—alamanda.k9@education.vic.gov.au

Rida Su (Jing)
Primary LOTE
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kelly Baillie
Special Education
Co-ord Support

Ramyani Dutta
Special Education
Co-ord Support

Prep

Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal

Dear Families

Unit of Inquiry - a work in progress!

We are already over half way through Term 4, a

An investigation into our third Unit Of Inquiry is well

significant milestone for all our Prep students as they

and truly underway! During the middle stages of the

near their end of their foundation year of schooling.

inquiry cycle, teachers often re-evaluate student

This past fortnight has definitely thrown some

wonderings and questions to help drive student

challenges at us with covid cases that were sadly to

learning. When students are engaged, excited and

be expected. We would like to thank our families for

heard, they are more likely to take risks and in turn,

their understanding, patience and resilience whilst

learning is accelerated.

we navigate this territory. As Lyn mentioned in her
newsletter piece, all cases have been asymptotic and
having all of our Prep classes back towards the end

A snapshot of learning in the Burrow
from

of this week. A kind reminder that parents are still not

Prep ABC have started to inquire into the similarities

the children are doing well. We are looking forward to

allowed to enter the building at this stage, we
appreciate how respectful and understanding parents
have been with this guideline.

and differences between animal migrations that
occur in the sea, on the land and in the sky.
Students were so intrigued and engaged when
learning about one of the slowest animal migrations,

Suzie Matthies
Joanne Foster
Lachlan Moore
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kat Oikawa

that being the journey of a sea star. Sea Stars migrate slow - at
a speed of about 1 mile in a week, which equates to about 1.6km
in a week. This gave the Preps an opportunity to further explore
time and duration in mathematics.

School Hats & Sun Safety
As the warmer weather approaches, we are reminding families
to ensure their child has their Alamanda school hat at school
each day. Regardless of whether their is sun or not, we have

The Sea Stars migrate to find food, which was discovered

observed how quickly children can burn due to UV rays. Whilst

through a shared viewing. The Pod watched a clip of sea stars

being ‘SunSmart’ is a shared responsibility, we encourage

migrating in time lapse to feed on carcasses of other animals,

parents at home to have this discussion with children. Whilst we

they responded with such wonderment and awe when they

have sunscreen within each classroom, give your child plenty of

realised the sea stars push their stomachs out their mouths and

sunscreen application practice at home so they’ll be all set when

use the acid to break down the food to make it easy to digest.

they are at school. If you feel comfortable, you can place a tube

They migrate to deeper water in winter to avoid harsh waves,

of sunscreen within your child’s bag to be reapplied throughout

showing signs of such intelligence!

the day. The teachers are getting into the habit of asking children

The students have also implemented core thinking routines such
as ‘circle of viewpoints’ for deep discussions and have also
enjoyed composing a collaborative mural, showing high levels of

to reapply as needed. Due to outdoor learning being encouraged
by the Department of Education, we need to ensue our youngest
children are protected as best we can.

creativity. Students were able to make ties to their reading and
writing, by creating a text adaption of the mentor text ‘Memoirs of
a goldfish’ which was rewritten to ‘Memoirs of a sea star’. We
hope you enjoy some of the images attached of this rigorous
inquiry process that the students are thoroughly enjoying!
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Georgia Bell
Acting Assistant Principal - on behalf of the Prep Team
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Years 1 & 2
Dear Families

Between now and the end of the
school year

Inside and Outside Classrooms

The teachers have been preparing reports and we

The children and teachers are settling back into new
Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal

covid-19 routines with lots of hand washing and hand
sanitiser! The first weeks back at school with the DET
guidelines of a staggered entry and exit have both
helped and hindered our normal classroom routines.
We do appreciate how all families are coping with this
routine for the children.

students will be putting the final touches to their
portfolios, choosing the work samples that best
reflect

the

growth

in

to

share

understanding

their

knowledge

during

and

Student-led

conferences to be held on Monday 6 December.
In the last week of November each class will also be

The children are regaining stamina with their learning
and concentration and the week is being broken with
Ellin Tideswell
A/Assistant Principal

will be emailing reports to parents in December. The

exercise and outside events depending on the
weather. Hopefully the extra exercise during recess
and lunch play outside is helping the children be
ready for early bedtime which is also vital for their
health and wellbeing. We have added chalk games

being practised during off-site learning, hoops,

preparing their Christmas door and we will advertise
when they are ready to view. Families sometimes
visit after school hours to view the doors that signal
the festive season at Alamanda College. The children
will also be preparing for their item for our Christmas
Carols event, which will be filmed to share with our
community. We will keep you up to date with these
events so that you can participate.

beanbags and skipping ropes to our play equipment
to encourage our children to be active outside in the
Laura Hawes
Year 1 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

playground. As the weather changes, we must insist
on all children wearing hats outside to ensure we are

At this time of the year we are about to develop

being SunSmart, please make sure they are named

classes and behind the scenes we are also preparing

for easy return if misplaced.

for 2022. If your child is moving to a new school,

Re-connecting with friends is being supported
through co-operative games and tasks within each
classroom. The children are being reminded how to
make and follow rules when playing games as some

Aimee Smart
Year 2 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Leaving the school or new neighbours

please notify the school office of the new school as
we do need to transfer files. Or if your family is
moving house, please notify the Alamanda College
Office of the change of address.

have forgotten during remote learning. Classroom

If you have new neighbours, please encourage them

circles are being used by the teachers to discuss play

to contact the Alamanda College Office to enrol their

behaviour,

child/ren before the commencement of the new

friendships

and

re-iterate

classroom

school year. This helps us to allocate students to

“Essential Agreement” expectations.

classes and make sure the necessary furniture and
equipment is available for classrooms.

Bradley Smith
Year 1

Jessica Cook
Year 2

Molly Elford
Year 2

Lauren Houareau
Year 2

Professional Learning Community Leaders

Georgia Skeen
Year 2

Thank you
It is hard to believe we are more than halfway through this final term. The staff are
keeping extremely busy welcoming the
children back into the classroom and
checking that the remote learning is
matching with their onsite understandings.
I am so proud of everyone’s efforts and
response to the changes to the COVID-19
guidelines when there is a positive case
at school. The class teacher will provide
remote learning for all children in a class
that has a positive case while the children
are in isolation. Currently, if there is a
positive case in a classroom the parents
are notified by the Health Department and
after a negative test on day 13, children
can return after day 14 of isolation. A
copy of the negative result needs to be
provided to the school. The results usually

arrive as a text message from the testing
site.

important aspect within the Primary

look

Years Programme. A strong sense of

assemblies, virtually for a little longer, and

forward

to

continuing

our

community and belonging, underpins the

then moving into face-to-face assemblies

Primary Years Programme philosophy.

when possible.

Within this, the learning community
recognises that education is a social
endeavour benefiting all its members
individually and collectively. Assemblies
at

Alamanda

help

understanding

of

community,

create

a

our

through

the

deep

learning
sharing

Ellin Tideswell
Acting Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2
Mini-School

of

learning, celebration of successes and
sharing of upcoming community events.
They give our learners a chance to

Year 1 News

discuss, share and teach others about

It’s an interesting conversation when you

their interests, learning and perspectives.

speak to students about the types of

Our assemblies are structured across

things they missed the most about being

timetables, which gives our more senior

onsite and of course you get the usual

students

sixes)

responses of wanting to see their friends

opportunities to demonstrate leadership,

and getting to play on the playground etc,

exemplary behaviour and provide our

but when you ask them what they are

more

going to miss about remote learning, the

(year

junior

aspirations.

five

students
I

know,

and

with
the

learning
year

two

answers are often met with an immediate

It is truly wonderful to hear the children’s

students are always excited about the

voices in the classrooms and outside at

‘absolutely

initiatives, action and learning being

teachers have spent time talking to

play – that’s what we have been missing!

completed in the higher year levels. We

students about any concerns that they

Return to the COVID near normal.

Stay well and Dare to be wise

Helen Welsh
Assistant Principal - Years 1 & 2 MiniSchool

Assembly and coming
together as a school
community
As you might have noticed, we have been
persistent in holding virtual assemblies as
often as we can during 2021. Assemblies
were our first step in bringing our
community back together, keeping a
connection to school, when we were
physically being kept apart. It is also an
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nothing!’

ha-ha.

I

know

may have about returning to school and this was completed

Yes, there will be a focus on further developing their reading and

during our last few lessons online in the form of a letter writing

writing skills as well as their number fluency but this will take a

activity but what was most interesting is when you ask students

little bit of time as students settle back in to some sense of

to reconsider their remote learning experience from a different

normality and this is also true for us as teachers and you as

perspective, the results are interesting to say the least. After all, I

parents in terms of the daily routine. The challenging times we

guess getting to learn whilst still wearing your pyjamas wasn’t so

have endured offer a chance to reflect on the positives because

bad after all or having your pet cat or dog next to you also had its

there were many anecdotes across the year 1 cohort of students

own benefits and let’s be honest pets are a perfect remedy for

demonstrating maturity, time management and responsibility

any change in mood. Also, what about the amazing lunches

which in my humble opinion will provide a solid foundation to

prepared by mum and dad? I certainly noticed this happening in

build on as we move forward.

the background of some of my WebEx sessions and of course, I
didn’t want to be too forthcoming but I would have loved to have
had some of those dumplings or toasted sandwich sent my way,
ha-ha.

In the classroom students will be supported to refine their
reading comprehension as we will be exploring in greater detail
how to think within the text, beyond the text and about the text.
This is important as we prepare our year 1’s for their move to

The one thing we can all be sure of now that we have returned

grade 2 next year as they will be required to think about mentor

on-site is that once the Melbourne Cup long weekend has

texts in greater detail. I guess you might be wondering how this

passed, we will be doing our absolute best as teachers to ensure

can be supported at home? Put simply, having a conversation

that students reconnect with their classmates and learn how to

with your child about the books they are reading is a powerful

socialise again by communicating respectfully with each other.

tool because the possibilities are endless in terms of discussing
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although the Christmas period always seems to sneak up on us,
I believe we can all finish the year with smiles and enjoyment.

Jai Hayes
Year 1—Timetable C
On behalf of Year 1 Educators

Year 2 News
The grade 2 students have made a wonderful start returning
back into school. We have been busy working in small groups,
collaborating together and looking over our essential agreements
and circle times to make the transition back to school a
comfortable and happy one.
In Writing, students participated in language experiences of
making kinetic sand. From this, the students enthusiastically
brainstormed a variety of rich vocabulary to name objects,
movements, and descriptions. The process whilst may not have

characters, feelings, settings, interesting words as well as the
moral of the story to name a few. In terms of promoting number
fluency we will be concentrating on developing efficient mental
recall for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts
and this is exciting because this can be achieved with a games

based focus. In the classroom, the use of playing cards, dice,
dominoes and even flash cards are a great way to promote the
idea of mental calculations. I would recommend that if you are
looking for interesting games to play at home then please reach
out to your child’s teacher as there really is a large selection of
options that can be played as a family. I will say as a public
service announcement that the use of the card game UNO is not
recommended for families looking to help with number fluency as
this game will often end in arguments and as a father, I will
advocate that it seems family members get real enjoyment in
placing draw 4’s, skips and draw 2’s just so that dad ends up
with a huge number of cards. This could possibly just be me
though!
We are very much looking forward to having students back
onsite in the classroom for the remainder of the year and
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been successful, was full of awe and curiosity from the students

and building the vocabulary to explain the outcomes of different

as they worked together to think about how they would describe

events. Through games of corners, students have been able to

the sand.

explain their thinking and justify the likelihood of an event

In Reading, the students have been exploring both literal and

occurring.

inferential comprehension questions to support their thinking

During our Inquiry sessions, students have been thinkers to find

beyond the texts. They have viewed mentor texts that have

a technology from home and bring it into school. Students bought

prompted their thinking about what they can specifically name in

in a range of unique technologies, and we have been exploring

an illustration and what they question and infer about it. On

the need of such inventions and comparing them to technologies

return to the classroom, students will continue to be thinking

in the past. To wrap up this Inquiry into technology, students will

within the text by summarising and maintaining meaning during

be working through the design cycle to create their own piece of

guided reading groups and thinking about the text as they

technology for a specific purpose and focusing on researching,

analyse what they have read.

designing, planning and producing a product.

Within Numeracy, the grade 2’s have been busy focusing on
division and working on the different ways we can solve
equations including, arrays, equal groups, skip counting and
repeated subtraction, even challenging themself looking into
short and long division. During small goal groups, students have
been given the opportunity to solve equations that use
remainders. Students were introduced to the concept of chance
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Georgia Skeen
Year 2 PLC Leader—Timetable C
on behalf of Year 2 Educators
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Years 3 & 4
A successful return to school
School is suddenly a much brighter place now that the children have returned. Their laughs and games and
“Good Mornings” have served to remind us of what our work is all about.
Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal

Certainly, the teachers are

reinvigorated, and I hope you at home are enjoying perhaps the odd moment of well-deserved peace and quiet
to recharge your batteries! We have eased back into school with a major emphasis on cooperation and
collaboration, to remind the children of the skills that are so important for connection and socialisation.

Games, walks, group tasks, arts and craft have been a wonderful way to build a sense of community as well
as social stamina. Having said that, the teachers have been delighted at the overall progress of the children,
despite the lockdown, and we have hit the ground running with a major emphasis on personal learning goals,
reading comprehension, mental computation and writing stamina.
Lauren Fleetwood
3/4 Support/Intervention

Teegan Brown
Year 3 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Marita Lofthouse
Year 4 A/Leading
Teacher/Learning
Specialist

Alanna Askew
Year 3

Megan Dalakouras
Year 3

Lauren McDonald
Year 3

Kate Crimmins
Year 4

Professional Learning Community Leaders

Jade Farrar
Year 4

Ashleigh Krajnc
Year 4
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Process for positive COVID cases
As Mrs Jobson outlined in her piece, we have had a number of
confirmed cases of Covid-19 at the school this last week. There
is a very clear and structured process that we must follow from
the Department of Health. This involves the families of children
in the immediate class to be notified as being Primacy Close
contact, who (being unvaccinated) are required to isolate for 14
days with a day 13 test being the ticket to freedom. These test
results must be submitted to school for the child to return.
Vaccinated staff or older children are quired to isolate for 7 days.
We have seen staff, students and families show wonderful
resilience as we jump in and out of Remote Learning, and we
thank everyone involved for the understanding through these
challenging and ever-changing times.

Downball and Elastics
Our Grade 3 and 4 Downball competition will be happening over
the next couple of weeks. The children (and teachers) have been
practising hard to try and progress through the knockout

competition. Participation is the key however, and all children
have been encouraged to have a go in their class comp, before
progressing to Timetable, and Grade Level competitions.

Happy Diwali
One bright spark has been the
celebration of Diwali in our
community.
explored

and

Classes

have

shared

their

All children in Grade 3 and 4 have been provided with elastics to

understanding of the festival

learn a new way to stay active and have fun. Old-school chants

learning about clay pot lights

ring out the children jump and sing, and progress to new levels

and designing and drawing

as the elastics go higher. I look forward to the children learning

beautiful rangoli. Thank you to

new and more challenging jumps as they develop their skills.

the children who wished me a
Happy Diwali, and I wish the
same for you and your family.
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internet capacity and the system overall. This test IS NOT used
for data collection, nor does it provide us with results for children.
It is however a chance for us to see how the children manage an
online testing environment and monitor which skills we may need
to teach more explicitly before the administration of NAPLAN
2022.

Gearing up towards the end of the year
Reports are being written and we will of course conduct Parent
Teacher Interview to allow for a celebration of all things achieved
this year: by students, teachers and of course parents. Teachers

School Readiness Testing – NAPLAN Online
2022

may at times leave some areas on the report ungraded, where
they feel there is not sufficient evidence to make a full judgement
of a child’s progress. Where possible, please send work

Alamanda College will complete NAPLAN in an online format in

completed at home into the classroom so that teachers can use

2022.

this evidence to make a closer judgement of each child’s

As always we aim to provide our students every

opportunity to feel confident and experience success.

As a

progress.

result, we will be introducing a digital testing format to be used

The end of the year approached quickly and as always, the end

throughout the year, explicitly teaching the children skills such as

of a year is a special thing at Alamanda. All our classes have

flagging unanswered questions, drag and drop, using tabs and

selected their carol, to be presented with a musical theatre twist!

play audio functions. Children in Grade 3, 5, 7 and 9 will also

Please consider supporting our nurses on the frontline and buy

shortly complete the School Readiness Test. This test sees us

some raffle tickets for the Alamanda Christmas present Raffle.

administer a mock NAPLAN test to all students, testing our

See the details below.

Hannah Newton
Assistant Principal - Years 3 & 4
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Years 5 & 6
have welcomed the children back and see all the
smiling faces as they arrived. Some students entered
their classroom for the first time, some were
exuberant with excitement to see their teachers and
peers again and some a little apprehensive.
Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal

Remembrance DayThursday 11th
November
Remembrance

Dear Parents and Carers

Memorial

Day

is

a

Day observed in

Commonwealth

member

states since the end of the
First World War to honour

Erik Stewart
Year 5
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

armed forces members who have died in the line of
duty. Following a tradition inaugurated by King
George V in 1919, the day is also marked by war
I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all of

remembrances

our returning students, and a warm welcome to our

countries.

in

many

non-Commonwealth

new students and their families who have recently
joined the Alamanda School Community. I would like
to wish you all the very best as you begin your
learning journey at Alamanda College.
Victoria Lang
Year 6
A/Leading Teacher/
Learning Specialist

The reason poppies are used to remember those
who have given their lives in battle is because they
We are excited that we have returned to school full
time!

are the flowers which grew on the battlefields
after World War One ended. This is described in the
famous World War One poem In Flanders Fields. ... It

Students in year 5 and 6 returned to school on

is also used to help those who have lost loved ones

Thursday 28th of October.

because of wars.

Wednesday the 3rd of November saw all students
returning to school. It was wonderful and exciting to

Mel Fletcher
Year 5

Luke Muller
Year 5

Breannan Beattie
Year 6
Professional Learning Community Leaders

Kate Francis
Year 6

Jess McArdle
Year 6

at the end of term.

Christmas Performance
To finish off the year students in years five and six are working
hard to perfect their performances for the 2021 Christmas
Carols performance. The performances this year have a focus
on movement and presentation. With the ongoing challenges of
Covid-19, we have found creative and exciting ways of

performing.
The Grade five and six team will also be preparing the doors of
The purple poppy is often worn to remember animals that have

their classrooms to spread the Christmas cheer. These will

been victims of war. Animals like horses, dogs and pigeons

begin to appear in the next few weeks. There will be a variety of

were often drafted into the war effort, and those that wear the

designs going up, highlighting the diversity of the school.

purple poppy feel their service should be seen as equal to that of

Stay tuned as these begin to unfold!

human service. In particular, many horses were killed or injured
in World War One.
The black poppy has two different meanings attached to it. It is
most commonly associated with the commemoration of black,

African and Caribbean communities' contribution to the war effort
- as servicemen and servicewomen, and as civilians.
The white poppy remembers people who died in conflict with a
focus on an end to war.
Students at Alamanda College will commemorate Remembrance
Day on Thursday 11th of November. This will be hosted via
Webex our service as we cannot hold groups of more than 500
gathering together.

Reports
The year seems to be racing past us and it is that time of the
year when the teachers have been spending many hours
preparing your child’s second semester report. Teachers are
currently in the midst of writing Semester Two reports.

Hats
As we are in Term 4, and out and about, it is important for
students to be wearing hats when outside.

The report is designed to provide you with a comprehensive
account of your child’s academic progress aimed at providing
information of what they know, what they can do and

Hats are available for sale through the office – parents can call
to make a purchase and a hat will be organised for your child.

recommendations for their future learning. The student’s

Unfortunately, during this time we cannot have families in to look

development is reported against the Victorian Curriculum

through lost property. Please ensure hats are labelled with your

Achievement Standards in English, Mathematics, Science,

child’s name and class, and if they are found they will be

Health,

returned.

History,

Science,

Geography

and

Physical

Education. Once the reports are completed you will be able to
access them online. Please take the time to share this learning
journey with your child. This information will be available to you
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Taking Action!

the systems which make up our world, and it’s allowed us to see

Congratulations and Thank-you Arisha!

just how good at independent research we’ve all become!

Arisha has started raising money for children with cancer. She
has recently got a big hair cut as part of her fundraiser that can
be used to make a wig for children with cancer too!

All our research, hard work and investigation doesn’t stop there
though. Our new Unit of Inquiry regrading ‘Conflict’ has allowed
students to see narratives and real-world events through new
perspectives.

What a wonderful achievement in supporting such an important

Delving

into

the

different

perspectives

of

characters and historical figures has allowed us all to gain a

cause!

better understanding of people

Arisha: I'm raising money to help relieve the financial burden

and the impact we have on

from families that have a child being treated for a cancer

others.

diagnosis. Kids with Cancer’s promise to you is that 100% of all

And amongst all this is also the

donations received in our Gift account, will be used to assist sick

hard

kids and their families.

students have been putting into

https://fundraise.kidswithcancer.org.au/s/906/900/s

their

work

teachers

Christmas

Pantomime!

We’ll be saying more about this
over the next few weeks.

5/6 Minischool Learning
Reflections from Year 5
While it has been a short week in Year 5, it has been productive
none-the-less! We have been in overdrive bringing all our hard
online work to life back in the classroom with the creation of
many posters, models, and presentations for our Personal
Inquiry projects. Students have been working hard researching,
connecting, and planning a full Personal Inquiry of their own in a
system of their choice.

Investigated

systems

included

systems

of

and

money,

the

environment, justice and more! We’ve had some excellent
presentations showing the true unique interest’s students have in
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Reflections from Year 6

students to showcase their final presentations in an interactive
online experience.

Students are in full swing preparing for the upcoming PYP

Please be on the lookout for how to book the online sessions in

Exhibition to be presented to the school community. Students

the coming weeks.

from the grade six community participated in the PYP Exhibition
process over term three and into term four.

Students in grade six are also beginning to put their talent
forward in an end of year celebration for Christmas. Teachers

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) Exhibition represents a

and students are currently working towards creating an engaging

significant event in the life of a PYP school and student,

and entertaining performance that is to be remembered.

synthesising the essential elements of the PYP and sharing them
with the school community. As a culminating experience, it is an
opportunity for students to exhibit the attributes of the

Partners in education

International Baccalaureate (IB) learner profile that have been
developing throughout their engagement with the PYP program.
Students are looking forward to sharing their hard work with the
school community over WebEx. This opportunity will allow

Address—86-100 Alamanda Blvd (PO Box 6606) Point Cook Vic 3030
Telephone—(03) 8376 5200
Email—alamanda.k9@education.vic.gov.au

Carmen Sacco
Assistant Principal—Years 5 & 6
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Years 7 to 9
Dear Parents and Guardians
It feels great to be back with all our students, on-site,
every day!
We hope our students enjoyed their long weekend
Stephanie Ficarra
A/Assistant Principal

and are ready to enter the next 6 weeks with
enthusiasm and commitment. It has been wonderful
to see all our students enjoying time with their peers

and

educators

again. We have

a

range

of

opportunities and activities taking place in the next
couple of weeks, including house competitions,
Wyndham Technology excursions, the filming of
Sherlock Holmes and F1. Our year 7 and 8 students
Felicity Mayes
A/Assistant Principal
Year 7

will also be selecting their electives for 2022 which is
always exciting! Our year 8 students are also
beginning to think about whether they would like to
work in Café Dare next year. Our year 8 students
had the opportunity to attend an information session
last week and have begun the application process.
With restrictions easing, we can resume assemblies
and will begin with a 7-9 mini-school assembly on

James Blay
A/Assistant Principal
Year 8

Monday.

We

will

also

be

holding

a

virtual

Remembrance Day service this week to honour
those who have fought and died in the line of duty to
keep us free.

House Competitions
We have had a range of house competitions run the
Melanie Russell
A/Assistant Principal
Year 9

last two weeks, including a down ball competition
and

a

paper

plan

competition.

Our

house

competitions foster a culture of house spirit and
allow students to participate in a range of activities to
score house points. It was so wonderful seeing our
students’ spirited nature and smiling, having fun
while participating in a range of competitions. A huge
thank you to our student and staff house leaders for

Jeff Dent
A/Assistant Principal
Specialists

Michael Hick
A/Assistant Principal
Electives

organising a range of opportunities for our students!

Alamanda’s Got Talent
On behalf of the House students’ leaders,
we would to thank all students who
entered a submission to Alamanda's Got
Talent for 2021! We are so excited to
announce

the

finalists

competing

in

the

who

grand

will

final

be
next

week. Congratulations to the following

students:

Sherlock Holmes
Rehearsals are well and truly underway

as our students will be performing and
filmed by our film crew on Tuesday 16th
and Wednesday 17th. Our cast and crew
will have a range of rehearsals this
coming week to continue practising to
ensure they are ready for the big stage!
We look forward to watching the filming
unfold, and we can’t wait for all our
families to see the final product. Two
years in the making!!
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Announcements
A huge Congratulations to James Blay and his wife, Tash, who welcomed their beautiful baby boy, William James Blay, to the world
on November 4th. We wish them all the best as they embark on their new journey into parenthood.
I hope all our families who celebrated Diwali had a wonderful day spending time with their loved ones and celebrating again!
Just a friendly reminder, that all secondary students should be arriving as close to 9:30am as possible, unless you have registered for
study hall supervision. If your secondary child is responsible for bringing their primary sibling to school in the morning, they are able
to access study hall from 8:30am.

Kind regards

Stephanie Ficarra
Acting Assistant Principal—Senior School
on behalf of the Acting Assistant Principals and the 7-9 Mini School
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Superhero Day
On Friday 19th November Alamanda College will be holding a Superhero Dress up day to raise funds for, ‘ByBoet’.
ByBoet is an official charitable organisation (www.byboet.org) and was started by a local Point Cook family in memory of their son,
Boet. Boet was born almost 3 years ago, premature at 27 weeks and severely growth restricted. He passed away at 8.5 months old
after having spent his whole life in hospitals. Boet passed away due to severe chronic lung disease.

What is Superhero Day?
Superhero Day is a day that has been organised by Caat and Eef, Boet’s big sisters, in memory of their little brother Boet. It’s a fun
dress-up day and is all about the littlest fighters. The little people fighting for their health, the families fighting for their loved ones and
the incredible doctors, nurses and researchers fighting to save the lives of so many people. By dressing up as a Superhero, you’re
showing your support for all these people who are the real heroes in our community.

Our cause this year
This year we are supporting research, together with Murdoch Children’s Research Institute (MCRI). This research aims to better understand lung function straight after birth. The results will help to develop better and more personalised resuscitation methods and
care for premature and sick-born babies.

When is Superhero Day?
Superhero Day will take place on November 19, 2021.

Cost
Gold Coin Donation

We look forward to seeing you dressed in your superhero costume and taking part in this event.
Thanks,
Erik Stewart
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